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the least of which is the altruism of 
the physicians involved in caring for 
patients who understand and appre-
ciate the importance of that care and 
also respect and recognize that the 
oath that they took to care for pa-
tients, oftentimes regardless of the re-
imbursement, is the most important 
thing, but that takes advantage of the 
goodwill of so many men and women 
who are highly trained and educated 
across this Nation and who each of us 
rely on for high-quality health care. 

Because all of us are patients at some 
point, every single one of us. So it is 
imperative that we do the right thing 
here as a Congress and make certain 
that we address this issue. 

Sometimes you will hear folks say 
there is not an access problem, like the 
fellow at CMS who made that state-
ment. Let me point out, Mr. Speaker, a 
couple items. 

A recent survey, a recent study by 
the Medicare Payment Advisory Com-
mission charged with looking into 
these things found that even before 
these cuts that we are talking about 
today might go into effect, 25 percent, 
fully one-quarter of Medicare patients 
looking for a new primary care physi-
cian are having difficulty finding one. 
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One out of every four new Medicare 
patients is having difficulty finding a 
primary care physician, and that is all 
the more important as we mentioned 
before, Mr. Speaker, that our popu-
lation is aging. The demographics are 
making it such that we are seeing a 
graying of our population. So more and 
more Medicare patients will be coming 
online. 

The congressionally created Council 
on Graduate Medical Education, which 
is the body charged with making cer-
tain that we have high quality physi-
cians trained in this Nation, have re-
ported existing or looming physician 
shortages. In fact, they are predicting 
that as again the baby boomers enter 
Medicare and more seniors are requir-
ing health care, that the country will 
experience a shortage of 100,000 physi-
cians over the next 15 years. 100,000 
physicians over the next 15 years. And 
that is an important time frame to 
talk about because that is about the 
time that it takes to train a physician. 
From undergraduate school to medical 
school and through residency, it is 
somewhere between 10, 12, 15 years, 
sometimes even longer. 

Mr. Speaker, it is appropriate that 
we are discussing this. It is urgent, it 
is urgent that we correct this remark-
able, remarkable challenge that we 
have to make certain that all patients 
across this Nation have the oppor-
tunity to see and be seen and cared for 
by a caring, high quality physician. 

In closing, Mr. Speaker, let me just 
say that you have heard much discus-
sion about the problem, you have heard 

some discussion about the solution. I 
would point out that I think there is a 
short-term solution and a long-term 
solution. A short-term solution is to 
make certain that the cuts that have 
been envisioned and are on the books 
right now and will take place on Janu-
ary 1 if the Congress does not act, to 
make certain that those decreasing re-
imbursements don’t occur. It is imper-
ative that we make certain that those 
don’t occur so that we maintain the op-
portunity for patients all across this 
Nation to see their physicians. 

In the long term, it requires either a 
fix of the formula or truly changing 
the system that we have in place that 
provides for reimbursement of physi-
cians so that we can ensure into gen-
erations to come that we have a sys-
tem in place that respects individuals 
who are caring for patients and, more 
importantly, respects patients’ oppor-
tunity to receive access to the highest 
quality health care that is available. 

And the system that we currently 
have will not provide for that. It will 
not deliver that kind of health care 
system not only today but into the fu-
ture. And so I challenge and ask my 
colleagues on both sides of the aisle, we 
have so much opportunity to do good 
in this institution, this is one of those 
instances that ought not be a Repub-
lican challenge or a Democrat chal-
lenge. It is an American challenge, and 
we need to come together to make cer-
tain that we address this in a way that 
allows patients all across this Nation 
to continue to have access or to regain 
access to the highest quality health 
care that is available. 

I thank once again the leadership for 
allowing me to organize this hour. I 
thank my colleagues who participated 
and brought so much wisdom and light 
to this issue. I appreciate the leader-
ship for allowing me this time, and I 
thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
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VACATING 5-MINUTE SPECIAL 
ORDER 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Without 
objection, the 5-minute Special Order 
speech of the gentleman from Illinois 
(Mr. KIRK) is vacated. 

There was no objection. 
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The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under 
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 4, 2005, the gentleman from Illi-
nois (Mr. KIRK) is recognized for 60 
minutes. 

Mr. KIRK. Mr. Speaker, our Amer-
ican body politic is turning to a re-
newed examination of Iran, its govern-
ment, and our relations with that 
country. It has become an important 
member of the OPEC oil-producing car-
tel. Iran is also a state sponsor of ter-
rorism and a leading voice for one part 
of Shia Islam. 

Recently, Iran elected a new presi-
dent, a leader who replaced a moderate 
but ineffectual office holder who had 
presented Iran in a softer light, hiding 
a continuing policy of supporting ter-
ror and a nuclear program largely hid-
den from the view of the Nuclear Non-
proliferation Treaty that Iran signed 
and the U.N. inspectors who enforced 
it. 

Iran’s new president, Mahmoud 
Ahmadinejad, has presented an en-
tirely new face for the government of 
Iran. We have heard various quotes by 
the Iranian president in news media 
sources, but nowhere have all of Presi-
dent Ahmadinejad’s statements on key 
topics been presented in one place for a 
review by the American public and our 
allies. Recently, I asked the Congres-
sional Research Service to compile a 
list entitled ‘‘Ahmadinejad In His Own 
Words’’ and I present it to the House 
today. History can be a very good guide 
in informing us on the direction of 
countries, of movements of dictators. 
When we are well informed, we may see 
the warning signs of dangers ahead so 
that the American people, our govern-
ment, and our allies can respond with 
the most effective and least costly 
policies to avoid a coming danger. Our 
past teaches us that we failed to see 
the coming danger from Germany and 
Japan, and that mistake led us into a 
very costly Second World War. Con-
versely, President Truman saw the 
threat of the Soviet Union, and his re-
sponse, including the Marshall Plan, 
the Voice of America, and NATO, 
helped the United States avoid a third 
and costly world war. 

Our lessons teach us that tyrants or 
would-be tyrants often tell us what 
they are going to do long before they 
do it. And if we listen, if we truly lis-
ten, then the warnings that we are 
given can move us to action to avert a 
humanitarian crisis or even a future 
war involving the United States or our 
allies. President Ahmadinejad has been 
prolific on the subject of Israel, of 
Jews, and of the Holocaust. 

And who is this new president of 
Iran? Mahmoud Ahmadinejad was born 
in Garmsar, southeast of Tehran in 
1956. He is the fourth son of an Iranian 
iron worker who had seven children. He 
and his family migrated to Tehran 
when he was one year old. He got his 
diploma and was admitted to the Uni-
versity of Science and Technology in 
the field of civil engineering, where he 
ranked 130th among nationwide univer-
sity entrance exams in 1975. He was ac-
cepted as an MS student at that same 
university and in 1986 got his doctorate 
in the field of engineering and traffic 
transportation and planning. 

Following the 1979 Iranian revolu-
tion, he became a member of the ultra-
conservative faction of the Office for 
Strengthening Unity. Between univer-
sities and theological seminaries, the 
OSU was established by Ayatollah Mo-
hammad Beheshti, one of Khomeini’s 
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