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the fall of 2004 in support of the Afghan 
elections and deployed to Iraq in July 
2006 as a member of 3rd Brigade Com-
bat Team in support of Operation Iraqi 
Freedom. 

Corporal Arvanitis’ awards and deco-
rations include the Bronze Star Medal, 
Purple Heart, Army Commendation 
Medal, Army Good Conduct Medal, Na-
tional Defense Service Medal, Iraq 
Campaign Medal, Global War on Ter-
rorism Expeditionary Medal, Global 
War on Terrorism Service Medal, Army 
Service Ribbon, Overseas Service Rib-
bon, Combat Infantryman Badge, Para-
chutist’s Badge, and Expert Weapons 
Qualification Badge. 

Patriots from the State of New 
Hampshire have served our Nation with 
honor and distinction from Bunker Hill 
to Bayji—and U.S. Army CPL Nicholas 
Arvanitis served and fought in that 
same fine tradition. 

My sympathy, condolences, and pray-
ers go out to Nick’s maternal grand-
parents Leonard and Rita, his parents 
Maureen and Richard, his sister Kim-
berly, and to his other family members 
and many friends who have suffered 
this most grievous loss. All will sorely 
miss Nicholas Arvanitis, the forgiving 
young man with a heart of gold, the pa-
triot who always thought of his family 
and friends, the courageous and out-
standing paratrooper who served our 
Nation with distinction and honor. In 
the words of Daniel Webster, may his 
remembrance be as long lasting as the 
land he honored. God bless Nicholas A. 
Arvanitis. 

LANCE CORPORAL MICHAEL SCHOLL 
Mr. HAGEL. Mr. President I rise to 

express my sympathy over the loss of 
U.S. Marine LCpl Michael Scholl of Ne-
braska. Lance Corporal Scholl died 
from wounds suffered in combat oper-
ations in Iraq’s Al Anbar Province. 

Lance Corporal Scholl was from Lin-
coln, NE. A 2002 graduate of Lincoln 
High School, he was originally denied 
enlistment with the Marines. But with 
persistence, Lance Corporal Scholl re-
ceived a medical waiver and became a 
marine in 2003. 

While stationed in Hawaii, Lance 
Corporal Scholl met his future wife 
Melissa. The couple were married a day 
before he was deployed to Afghanistan. 
He served in Afghanistan from summer 
2005 to January 2006. Within a month of 
his return, he and Melissa were expect-
ing a baby. On October 11, 2006, only a 
few weeks after Lance Corporal Scholl 
was deployed to Iraq, Melissa gave 
birth to Addison Rose Scholl. Although 
he never met his daughter, Lance Cor-
poral Scholl was a proud father. He re-
ceived pictures of her while he was in 
Iraq and also recorded stories for her to 
hear as she grew. Thousands of brave 
men and women like Lance Corporal 
Scholl are serving in Iraq. 

In addition to his wife and daughter, 
Lance Corporal Scholl is survived by 
his father Steven Scholl of Friend, NE, 

and his mother Debora Chandler of 
Lincoln, NE. 

I ask my colleagues to join me and 
all Americans in honoring LCpl Mi-
chael Scholl. 
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HONORING SENIOR MASTER 
SERGEANT MICHAEL L. LEMKE 

Mr. ENZI. Mr. President, I would like 
to recognize airman SMSgt Michael L. 
Lemke, stationed at Francis E. Warren 
Air Force Base in Cheyenne, WY. Sen-
ior Master Sergeant Lemke was se-
lected as one of the Air Force’s 12 Out-
standing Airmen for 2006. The award is 
based on his superior leadership, job 
performance, and personal achieve-
ments. 

The Air Force honors the 12 Out-
standing Airmen of the Year at the an-
nual Air Force Association’s Air and 
Space Conference and Technology Ex-
position in September. Over 352,000 Ac-
tive-Duty airmen were considered for 
this award. I am pleased they recog-
nized Senior Master Sergeant Lemke 
with this well deserved honor. I had the 
pleasure of meeting with Senior Master 
Sergeant Lemke while he was in Wash-
ington to receive his award. 

Senior Master Sergeant Lemke has 
been in the Air Force for 19 years and 
is the superintendent of the 90th Con-
tracting Squadron at F.E. Warren AFB. 
He was also selected as the top grad-
uate at the Senior Non-Commissioned 
Officer Academy out of 2,515 Senior 
NCOs who graduated in 2005. He re-
cently returned from deployment in 
Iraq and I thank him for his sacrifice 
and service. Senior Master Sergeant 
Lemke is preparing to retire from the 
Air Force. 

I have always said that anyone want-
ing to live in Wyoming will do so if 
they can create a job. As chairman of 
the Senate Committee on Health, Edu-
cation, Labor and Pensions and also a 
member of the Small Business Com-
mittee, I am pleased that Senior Mas-
ter Sergeant Lemke will be entering 
the private sector as a small business 
owner in Cheyenne. He and his wife 
Maria, who is an accountant, will be 
partners in Front Range Nuclear Medi-
cine. One of the biggest problems in 
rural America is access to health care 
facilities. Front Range Nuclear Medi-
cine helps improve access to health 
care for people in Wyoming by trans-
porting medical scanning technology 
to the hospitals. Before I came to the 
Senate in 1997, I operated a small busi-
ness with my wife, and I wish the 
Lemkes the best of luck in this new en-
deavor. 

Again, I congratulate SMSgt. Lemke 
for his selection as one of the Air 
Forces’ 12 Outstanding Airmen for 2006. 

COMMEMORATING THE 100TH ANNI-
VERSARY OF ALPHA PHI ALPHA 
FRATERNITY 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, today I rise 
to salute Alpha Phi Alpha Fraternity, 
which celebrated its 100th anniversary 
on December 4, 2006. Founded at Cor-
nell University in 1906, Alpha Phi 
Alpha is the Nation’s oldest African- 
American fraternity. In addition to 
Martin Luther King, Jr., the fraternity 
also proudly claims notable American 
leaders such as former U.S. Supreme 
Court Justice Thurgood Marshall, 
former Senator Edward Brooke, Con-
gressman CHARLIE RANGEL, Detroit 
Mayor Kwame Kilpatrick, and count-
less others. 

From advocating for the rights of Af-
rican Americans to encouraging young 
people to attend college, Alpha Phi 
Alpha has played an important role in 
our country. Most recently, the frater-
nity successfully pushed to create a na-
tional memorial for Martin Luther 
King, Jr., on the National Mall in 
Washington, DC. I send my best wishes 
upon this important milestone, and I 
am certain that the fraternity will con-
tinue its rich legacy of service and so-
cial justice in the next 100 years. 

f 

LOCAL LAW ENFORCEMENT 
ENHANCEMENT ACT OF 2005 

Mr. SMITH. Mr. President, I rise 
today to speak about the need for hate 
crimes legislation. Each Congress, Sen-
ator KENNEDY and I introduce hate 
crimes legislation that would add new 
categories to current hate crimes law, 
sending a signal that violence of any 
kind is unacceptable in our society. 
Likewise, each Congress I have come to 
the floor to highlight a separate hate 
crime that has occurred in our coun-
try. 

On October 11, 2006, in New York, NY, 
Michael Sandy, a gay man, was at-
tacked by four men. During the attack, 
Sandy was struck by a car while trying 
to flee. According to police, Sandy 
went to meet a man that had contacted 
him through a singles website. They 
drove to a parking lot where three 
other men were waiting, the group sub-
sequently attacked and beat Sandy. 
Police believe that these men have 
used the Internet to find victims nu-
merous times in the past. 

I believe that the Government’s first 
duty is to defend its citizens, to defend 
them against the harms that come out 
of hate. The Local Law Enforcement 
Enhancement Act is a symbol that can 
become substance. I believe that by 
passing this legislation and changing 
current law, we can change hearts and 
minds as well. 

f 

PORTLAND—UNWIRED 

Mr. SMITH. Mr. President, I rise 
today to recognize my home State of 
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