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over 2500 flight hours and 300 combat 
hours. 

General Edmonds’ last assignment 
was deputy director for operations, Na-
tional Military Command Center, the 
Joint Staff, Pentagon, where he led a 
team that performed initial analysis of 
developing military and political situa-
tions worldwide for the Chairman of 
the Joint Chiefs of Staff, the Secretary 
of Defense, and President of the United 
States. He also performed nuclear 
watch in conjunction with the North 
American Aerospace Defense Command 
and U.S. Strategic Command and was 
ready to advise the President on avail-
able courses of action and transmit the 
President’s nuclear decisions. 

We especially remember General Ed-
monds’ his service to the Congress as 
the Deputy Director for Air Force Leg-
islative Liaison from 2003 to 2004 and as 
the Chief of Air Force Senate Liaison 
from 2001 to 2003. During these tours of 
duty, he was responsible for articu-
lating Air Force priorities and pro-
grams to members and their staffs and 
responding to congressional inquiries 
regarding a broad range of issues. 

From 1999 to 2001, General Edmonds 
was the 16th commander of the 131st 
Fighter Wing, St. Louis, MO, where he 
uniquely served as an Active Duty offi-
cer commanding an Air National Guard 
Wing. He had great success leading the 
Wing to achieve and maintain air supe-
riority with the F–15 Eagle aircraft 
and, accordingly, was awarded the 2001 
Executive of the Year for the St. Louis 
metropolitan region. Prior to assuming 
this command, he was the chief, Joint 
Requirements Division in the Direc-
torate of Force Structure, Resources, 
and Assessments, J–8, Joint Staff, at 
the Pentagon. In June 1997, he grad-
uated from the National War College as 
a Distinguished Graduate. From 1995 to 
1996, he was a White House Fellow as-
signed as a Special Assistant to Philip 
Lader, a member of President Clinton’s 
Cabinet, and the Administrator of the 
Small Business Administration. 

In 1994, he served as commander of 
the 95th Fighter Squadron, Tyndall Air 
Force Base, Florida, where he com-
manded over 300 personnel and super-
vised the operation of 26 F–15 aircraft. 
Under his leadership, the squadron was 
recognized as the 325th Fighter Wing 
Squadron of the Year. Previously, he 
served in the Air Force Headquarters, 
with the Air Staff Training Program, 
and was an air officer commander, civil 
engineering instructor, motorglider in-
structor pilot, and women’s rugby 
coach at the U.S. Air Force Academy. 

On the eve of General Edmonds’ re-
tirement, I offer my congratulations to 
him, his wife Ann, his son Gregory, 
who is a freshman at the Air Force 
Academy, and daughter Katelyn. Gen-
eral Edmonds will be missed, and I 
know that I speak for all my colleagues 
in expressing my heartfelt appreciation 
to him. He is a credit to both the Air 

Force and the United States of Amer-
ica. We wish our friend the best of luck 
in his future endeavors and congratu-
late him on completion of an out-
standing and successful active-duty ca-
reer.∑ 

f 

TRIBUTE TO CAROL HAGEL 

∑ Mr. LUGAR. Mr. President, today I 
wish to celebrate the important leader-
ship of Carol Hagel upon her retire-
ment from the Indiana Farm Bureau, 
Inc. Over the years, she has traveled 
tirelessly representing Indiana agri-
culture in her position as the second 
vice president and head of the Women’s 
Division. 

In 1985, the Indiana Farm Bureau and 
I conceived the idea of sponsoring a 
youth essay contest focusing on the 
importance of Indiana agriculture in 
their daily lives. Throughout the years, 
essay topics have focused on health and 
nutrition, global trade, and most re-
cently, alternative energy consump-
tion. The Indiana Farm Bureau Wom-
en’s Division has generously given of 
its time to judge over 15,000 essays at 
the county, district, and State levels. 

For the past several years, I have 
looked forward to visiting with Carol 
when she traveled to Washington, DC, 
with the State essay winners and their 
families. 

Carol has been a true friend to Indi-
ana agriculture, and I cherish our 
years of friendship. I hope that you will 
join me as we honor and celebrate her 
many contributions to the State of In-
diana.∑ 

f 

TRIBUTE TO DR. JENNIFER 
RICHESON 

∑ Mr. OBAMA. Mr. President, today I 
wish to acknowledge an extraordinary 
constituent of mine, Dr. Jennifer 
Richeson. An associate professor at 
Northwestern University, Jennifer has 
recently been named a MacArthur Fel-
low. 

Each year, the MacArthur Fellows 
Program typically accepts our Nation’s 
most ingenuous and diligent minds. 
The Program is highly selective; typi-
cally only 20 to 30 applicants are ac-
cepted. Moreover, although the fellow-
ship grants a $500,000 stipend, it is not 
meant to be a reward. Rather, it is an 
investment in the creative potential of 
our Nation. To activate this potential, 
the stipend is free of stipulations; 
scholars spend their grant on whatever 
projects they choose. 

In 1994, Dr. Richeson received a bach-
elor’s degree in psychology from Brown 
University. Then, in 2000, Jennifer re-
ceived a doctorate in social psychology 
from Harvard University. Now, at 
Northwestern, she has used innovative 
research techniques to study the ef-
fects of racial stereotyping and dis-
crimination on cognition and behavior. 
With the stipend she receives from her 

fellowship, Dr. Richeson will surely 
make further contributions to our soci-
ety’s understanding of psychological 
and racial issues. 

I congratulate Dr. Richeson on her 
accomplishments. She is a model of 
academic excellence and commitment, 
and I am proud to be her Senator. 

f 

HONORING LIEUTENANT GENERAL 
JOHN R. VINES 

∑ Mr. SHELBY. Mr. President, today I 
honor LTG John R. Vines, the com-
manding general of the XVIII Airborne 
Corps and Fort Bragg. 

General Vines, an outstanding Amer-
ican soldier from Alabama, will soon 
retire after more than 35 years of self-
less service to this great Nation in the 
U.S. Army. General Vines’ dedication 
to our soldiers, commitment to excel-
lence, and performance of duty has 
been extraordinary throughout his ca-
reer. General Vines’ lifetime of service 
culminated in an assignment as the 
commanding general of the XVIII Air-
borne Corps and Fort Bragg, which he 
has held since 2003. 

During his time in uniform, General 
Vines served in a succession of com-
mand and staff positions worldwide. 
The embodiment of an Army Ranger, 
General Vines has served all over the 
world, commanding paratroopers in 
combat during three separate conflicts. 
As a battalion commander in the 82nd 
Airborne Division, General Vines led a 
combat parachute assault in Operation 
Just Cause in Panama in 1989 and then 
led the same soldiers in Operation 
Desert Shield as the first ground com-
bat unit in the gulf. 

Soon after the United States went to 
war in 2001, General Vines, as com-
manding general of the 82nd Airborne 
Division, led his forces into Afghani-
stan as head of Coalition Task Force 82 
and then assumed control of Combined/ 
Joint Task Force 180 in Bagram. From 
January 2005 until January 2006, Gen-
eral Vines served as the joint forces 
commander of Multi-National Corps 
Iraq in Operation Iraqi Freedom, be-
coming the first general officer to com-
mand forces in both Iraq and Afghani-
stan. 

LTG John Vines holds a B.S. degree 
in chemistry from the University of 
Alabama and an M.A. degree in Na-
tional Security and Strategy from the 
Naval War College. His numerous 
awards and accolades include the De-
fense Distinguished Service Medal; Dis-
tinguished Service Medal; Defense Su-
perior Service Medal, with Oak Leaf 
Cluster; Bronze Star Medal, with Oak 
Leaf Cluster; Legion of Merit, with Oak 
Leaf Cluster; Combat Infantryman 
Badge; Master Parachutist Badge, with 
Combat Star and the Ranger Tab. 

During his distinguished Army ca-
reer, General Vines earned a reputation 
as one of the Department of Defense’s 
most forward-thinking and insightful 
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