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TRIBUTE TO THE 2006 KENWOOD 

ELEMENTARY SCHOOL 
ROBOTIACS TEAM 

HON. PETER J. VISCLOSKY 
OF INDIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, December 5, 2006 

Mr. VISCLOSKY. Mr. Speaker, it is with 
great pride and enthusiasm that I take this 
time to recognize the 2006 Kenwood Elemen-
tary School Robotiacs. The team, which com-
petes as part of the FIRST LEGO League 
(FLL), recently finished in first place for robot 
design and second place overall at the local 
competition held in Hammond, Indiana on No-
vember 11, 2006. With their success, the 
Robotiacs have advanced to the State com-
petition, which will be held at Indiana Univer-
sity—Purdue University in Fort Wayne, IN on 
December 9, 2006. 

The FLL is the result of an alliance between 
For Inspiration and Recognition of Science 
and Technology, FIRST, and the LEGO Com-
pany. The purpose of the FLL is to allow stu-
dents to be creative and, with the assistance 
of mentors, solve real-world engineering chal-
lenges, develop important life skills, and learn 
to make positive contributions to society. 

Kenwood Elementary School has been no 
stranger to success in this competition. This is 
the 4th consecutive year they have won first 
place awards at the regional level, which in-
cludes awards for research and robot design, 
as well as an overall championship. They ad-
vanced each of these years to compete at the 
State level, each time competing against more 
than 45 other teams. One of these State com-
petitions resulted in the team being honored 
with the distinguished Judge’s Award. 

The 2006 Robotiacs team consists of: Lena 
Colon, R.J. Groszewski, and Antonio Rosa, all 
sixth grade students, and two new members, 
third grade student Christopher Tucker and 
fifth grade student Connor Westerfield. With 
this year’s theme being centered on nanotech-
nology, the team was given the task of cre-
ating a way to use existing technologies or to 
create a new product utilizing nanostructures. 
The result of their research and innovation 
was a quite impressive roofing system, which 
produces hydrogen that is compressed, 
stored, and used in the future by a fuel cell 
found in a home, thus eliminating the need for 
dependence on natural gas, oil, and coal. 
This, which the team is quick to point out, is 
very different than a solar panel that uses the 
sun’s energy to produce electricity. 

The Robotiacs are coached by Mrs. Alicia 
Madeka, a third grade teacher at Kenwood El-
ementary School. Mrs. Madeka, who has 
coached the team for the past 4 years, is a 
shining example of what it means to be a 
teacher. She is dedicated to educating tomor-
row’s leaders, and she encourages these stu-
dents to realize that through hard work and 
self-sacrifice, they can make a significant con-
tribution to the future. 

Mrs. Madeka and these amazing students 
are truly an inspiration to their school and the 
community. The Robotiacs’ commitment to fur-
thering their knowledge in math, science, and 
technology, and then using this knowledge in 
ways that can benefit society is truly remark-

able. The tireless efforts of all involved in such 
endeavors are a source of pride for the com-
munity and the First Congressional District. 

I would be remiss if I did not take a moment 
to offer a word of praise to all of the faculty, 
administrators, and supporters who play a 
special role in enriching these young lives with 
the desire to learn and succeed. Finally, spe-
cial recognition is due for the parents and 
guardians of these gifted students. It is clear 
that these individuals have been raised in an 
environment where character and work ethic 
are instilled at an early age, and for that, they 
are to be commended. 

Mr. Speaker, it is with great pride that I con-
gratulate the Kenwood Robotiacs, Mrs. Alicia 
Madeka, and Principal Mary Beth Nickolaou 
on their success, and I wish them continued 
success as they go on to participate in the 
State competition this weekend. These gifted 
young students possess the work ethic and 
dedication that will make them successful 
leaders and contributing members of society 
throughout their lives. I hope that the rest of 
my colleagues will join with me in applauding 
the Kenwood Robotiacs for their commend-
able efforts. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF MAYOR 
KATHY HICKS FOR HER SEVEN-
TEEN YEARS OF SERVICE TO 
THE CITY OF WALNUT CREEK 

HON. ELLEN O. TAUSCHER 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, December 5, 2006 

Mrs. TAUSCHER. Mr. Speaker, I rise to pay 
tribute to Mayor Kathy Hicks who is retiring 
after prominently serving the City of Walnut 
Creek for 17 years. 

A resident of Walnut Creek since 1969, she 
has served on the City Council since Novem-
ber 1994, the City’s Planning Commission and 
the Park, Recreation and Open Space Com-
mission from 1990 to 1994, for which she 
served as chair. She also served as vice chair 
of the Walnut Creek Bicycle Advisory Com-
mittee, a member of the Boundary Oak Golf 
Course Advisory Committee, and the Creek 
Restoration Plan Task Force. She is past vice 
president of and current City Council liaison to 
Friends of the Creek, a non-profit organization 
supporting the creek restoration plan in down-
town Walnut Creek. 

Mrs. Hicks represents the City as board 
member for the Central Contra Costa Solid 
Waste Authority, for which she served as chair 
in 1995 and negotiated a historic reduction in 
garbage collection rates as part of a new, 
longterm contract. Additionally, she serves on 
City Council subcommittees focusing on the li-
brary, youth and schools, community outreach, 
and economic development. Mrs. Hicks is also 
the City liaison to the Transportation Commis-
sion and serves as vice chair of the League of 
California Cities Community Services Policy 
Committee. 

Mrs. Hicks other community activities in-
clude membership in the Walnut Creek Open 
Space Foundation, the Friends of the Library, 
the Diablo Regional Arts Association, Ruth 
Bancroft Garden Conservancy, the Gardens at 

Heather Farm, the Walnut Creek Action for 
Beauty Council, the Lindsay Wildlife Museum, 
American Association of University Women, 
the National Women’s Political Caucus and 
the League of Women Voters of Diablo Valley. 
Mrs. Hicks is also a 1994 graduate of the Wal-
nut Creek Chamber of Commerce ‘‘Leadership 
Contra Costa.’’ 

For the 17 years Mrs. Hicks has served the 
city of Walnut Creek, her hard work and dedi-
cation has proved to be a great asset to the 
community. Today, I am proud to commend 
her for her service to the community, her dedi-
cation to duty and her commitment to the peo-
ple of Walnut Creek. 

f 

IN HONOR AND RECOGNITION OF 
DR. MARK H. COLLIER 

HON. DENNIS J. KUCINICH 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, December 5, 2006 

Mr. KUCINICH. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
honor and recognition of Dr. Mark H. Collier, 
a distinguished leader and man of rich faith 
and vision whose unparalleled commitment to 
the Baldwin-Wallace College community, es-
pecially the learning, growth, and development 
of its student body, has touched the lives of all 
at B–W. 

Dr. Collier, the seventh president of Bald-
win-Wallace, has served in this capacity since 
1999. Prior to assuming this role, he served 
as Vice President for Academic Affairs and 
Dean of the College for 18 years. He guided 
the curriculum and instruction, enrollment, 
continuing education, and multicultural affairs 
with strength, passion, and vigor. Dr. Collier 
came to B–W in 1974 as chaplain and pro-
fessor of religion, before serving as pastor of 
the North Olmsted United Methodist Church. 
His academic expertise and contributions are 
equally significant. 

During his time leading Baldwin-Wallace, he 
led multiple planning efforts, including a cam-
pus-wide master plan, which have enhanced 
Baldwin-Wallace’s ability to continue to 
achieve its mission in the future. He continued 
to shape the culture of Baldwin-Wallace to re-
flect values of diversity, expression, global 
interconnectedness, and spirituality. His nu-
merous accomplishments are not only re-
flected in the success of the college and cam-
pus atmosphere, but perhaps most important, 
in the societal contributions of its students and 
graduates. 

In addition to serving Baldwin-Wallace, Dr 
Collier’s considerable commitment to the 
Cleveland-area community and beyond is evi-
dent in his volunteer work with the United 
Way, Leadership Cleveland, the Greater 
Cleveland Roundtable, and groups. 

Mr. Speaker and colleagues, please join me 
in honor and recognition of Dr. Mark H. Col-
lier, as he leaves the post of President of 
Baldwin-Wallace College in Berea, Ohio, an 
academic institution which I know has bene-
fited in tremendous ways through his time, ef-
fort, and leadership throughout the past 31 
years. 
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RECOGNIZING MAYOR PAT KUHN 

HON. GEORGE RADANOVICH 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, December 5, 2006 

Mr. RADANOVICH. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize Pat Kuhn for her excep-
tional service on the Oakdale City Council 
from 1992 to 1994 and as Mayor of Oakdale 
from 1994 to 2006. 

During her tenure as Mayor, Miss Kuhn set 
an example for surrounding communities with 
her emphasis on public safety, education, and 
anti-graffiti laws. In 1996, Mayor Kuhn was ap-
pointed by then Governor Pete Wilson to the 
California Commission of Teacher Creden-
tialing, a position that required Senate Con-
firmation, and was responsible for accrediting 
state colleges and setting education criteria for 
the teaching professionals for the State of 
California. 

Mayor Kuhn has been honored for her con-
tributions by the State of California and her 
community through her designation as 
‘‘Woman of the Year’’ by the California As-
sembly and by receiving the Rotary Paul Har-
ris Fellow in 2005. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise to recognize Mayor Pat 
Kuhn for her many years of commitment and 
dedication. I urge my colleagues to join me in 
wishing her years of continued happiness and 
success. 

f 

IN HONOR OF NANCY ANN BUDDEN 

HON. SAM FARR 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, December 5, 2006 

Mr. FARR. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor my good friend Nancy Ann Budden as 
she transitions to a new career. She currently 
serves as Associate Provost for Strategic De-
velopment at the Naval Postgraduate School 
in Monterey, California, and as of December 
1, 2006 she will become the Director for 
Counter Terrorism Technology under the Sec-
retary of Defense. 

Nancy graduated from Carmel High School 
with the highest honors, earned her Bachelor 
of Sciences in Earth Sciences from the Uni-
versity of California at Santa Cruz in 1974, 
went on to get her Master of Sciences in Ma-
rine Geology from Oregon State University’s 
School of Oceanography in 1977, and also 
took an M.B.A. at California Lutheran Univer-
sity’s Graduate School of Business in 1982, 
again with highest honors. From earth science 
to counter terrorism seems like a big step, but 
it’s not at all surprising for those of us who 
know Nancy. 

In 1977 Ms. Budden joined Union Oil Com-
pany of California, (UNOCAL), as an explo-
ration geologist and oceanographer. There 
she conducted research and wellsite geology, 
and served as chief scientist on research ves-
sels conducting exploratory cruises off the 
shore of California. 

In 1983 she joined the National Science 
Foundation in Washington D.C. as a White 
House Placement in the Reagan Administra-

tion, where she worked in Science Policy and 
Planning for the Assistant Director for Geo-
sciences. 

Nancy began a long career with NASA in 
1988 at the Johnson Space Center in Hous-
ton, Texas, where she was Manager of the Of-
fice of Science Integration within the Lunar 
and Mars Exploration Program Office. During 
those years she participated in mission plan-
ning for human missions to the Moon and to 
Mars, published technical papers in profes-
sional journals and books, spoke to profes-
sional and government audiences around the 
world, and appeared on television programs 
and films dealing with the human exploration 
of space. She accepted several special as-
signments: Project Scientist for the NASA and 
NSF Antarctic Space Analog Program, and 
Acting Deputy Director of NASA’s Mission De-
velopment Office. Nancy continues her asso-
ciation with NASA to this day as Acting Chair 
of NASA Headquarters Advisory Committee 
on Planetary Protection, and as Visiting Sci-
entist to the Lunar and Planetary Institute. She 
is also an Associate Fellow of the American 
Institute of Aeronautics and Astronautics. 

In 1999 Nancy’s husband, R. Terrance 
Budden, President of UNOCAL, was trans-
ferred to Dhaka, Bangladesh with UNOCAL 
Bangladesh, Ltd. Nancy and their son, Spen-
cer, accompanied him on this assignment. 
Nancy worked two years there as Director of 
the Office of External Affairs. In that short pe-
riod of time Nancy was instrumental in building 
the first tuberculosis hospital in Bangladesh, 
four regional libraries, and seven schools. She 
was a team leader for the regional joint USAID 
and UNOCAL Polio Campaign, and in 2000 
she coordinated national flood relief efforts 
with CARE and Shell Oil Company. 

After Bangladesh she returned to the Mon-
terey Bay area with her family and began yet 
another career at the Naval Postgraduate 
School as Associate Provost for Strategic De-
velopment. In this capacity she worked with 
various directorates within the defense, intel-
ligence and academic realms to advance the 
mission and accomplishments of NPS. These 
included the Office of the Secretary of De-
fense, the Combatant Commands, Combating 
Terrorism Technology Task Force, OSD Office 
of Stabilization and Reconstruction, Depart-
ments of Homeland Defense and Homeland 
Security, the Office of Naval Research, NASA, 
the National Science Foundation, and advisory 
bodies such as the Defense Science Board, 
National Research Council, and the Naval Re-
search Advisory Committee. 

I have known and worked with Nancy over 
a number of years, but especially in helping 
save the NPS and DLI from base closure ef-
forts. Her inside work was most helpful and in 
the end, successful. 

Mr. Speaker, I join her colleagues, friends, 
and family in congratulating her on this well- 
deserved promotion. 

RECOGNIZING BUSINESSWOMAN 
AND ENTREPRENEUR KATHLEEN 
M. BALUS 

HON. BRIAN HIGGINS 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, December 5, 2006 

Mr. HIGGINS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
pay tribute to one of western New York’s busi-
ness leaders. Kathleen M. Balus will be hon-
ored tomorrow, Friday, November 17, by her 
corporation, Pioneer Credit Recovery, for her 
lifetime of achievement. 

Ms. Balus founded Pioneer Credit Recovery 
while a senior at the State University of New 
York at Buffalo. She graduated with a B.S. in 
business administration. Following graduation, 
Ms. Balus incorporated Pioneer and built it 
into the industry-leading collection agency that 
it is today. 

Ms. Balus has, throughout her career, been 
recognized as one of western New York’s 
most distinguished business leaders. She has 
been awarded four Entrepreneurial Excellence 
Awards from Working Women Magazine. She 
has also been awarded the 1999 Better Busi-
ness Bureau’s Torch Award for Marketplace 
Ethics; the Wyoming County Business Devel-
opment Corporation’s Retail/Service Business 
of the Year; U.S. Small Business Administra-
tion’s 2000 Small Business Person of the Year 
for the State of New York; Buffalo Niagara 
Partnership’s ATHENA Award; MDA’s 2005 
Humanitarian of the Year; and in 2006, she 
was named a New York State ‘‘Woman of Dis-
tinction.’’ 

Ms. Balus has also affected her community 
through her efforts in the public sphere. She 
has served as a Sardina town board 
councilmember; Sardina town supervisor; 
member of the Small Business Administration 
Advisory Board and the board of Wyoming 
County Business Development Corporation. 
She is a past president of the New York State 
Collector’s Association as well as serving two 
terms on the board of directors. 

Mr. Speaker, it is with great pleasure and 
gratitude that I stand here today to recognize 
the work of Kathleen M. Balus, a business 
leader and admired community member of the 
western New York region. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO EULA HALL 

HON. HAROLD ROGERS 
OF KENTUCKY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, December 5, 2006 

Mr. ROGERS of Kentucky. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to pay tribute to Ms. Eula Hall, an 
exceptional Kentuckian. On October 27, 2006, 
friends and colleagues of Eula Hall gathered 
at the Mud Creek Clinic on Kentucky Route 
979, KY 979, in Grethel, KY, to celebrate the 
life and accomplishments of a brave mountain 
woman. As a result of a resolution passed 
unanimously by the Kentucky General Assem-
bly, KY 979 will be renamed Eula Hall High-
way. 

For the past 40 years, Eula Hall has prob-
ably traveled Kentucky Route 979 more than 
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