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professional, innovative, cost-effective service 
by providing library materials, resources, infor-
mation, entertainment and life long learning 
opportunities to enrich the lives of the people 
of Solano County. 

The City of Fairfield will continue to partner 
with the Fairfield-Suisun Unified School Dis-
trict, Solano County Office of Education, and 
Friends of the Fairfield and Suisun Community 
Libraries to provide educational services the li-
brary and meet the goals as envisioned by the 
Solano County Library. 

As the citizens of Fairfield open their new li-
brary, I would like to recognize the City of 
Fairfield and their partners for this achieve-
ment and extend my congratulations. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF JIM ROKAKIS 

HON. DENNIS J. KUCINICH 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, December 5, 2006 

Mr. KUCINICH. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
celebrate the efforts of Mr. Jim Rokakis, who 
has dedicated his life to public service in Ohio. 
Mr. Rokakis has improved life for all residents 
of Cuyahoga County as he initiates sweeping 
reform from the treasurer’s office. He has 
been dedicated to both economic development 
and job creation and retention. 

Mr. Rokakis has served diligently both Cuy-
ahoga County and Ohio. Mr. Rokakis rep-
resented Cleveland’s Ward 15 as councilman 
for 19 years, the final seven of which he 
served as Chairman of the Finance Com-
mittee. As councilman, Mr. Rokakis aided in 
upgrading Cleveland’s bond rating, improving 
the city’s investment returns, was a leader in 
developing the Gateway Sports Complex, re-
sponsible for Cleveland’s gun buy-back pro-
gram, the Indoor Clean Air Act, the creation of 
Cleveland’s Housing Court, and a law aimed 
at fighting car thefts. Since 1997, Mr. Rokakis 
has excelled as Cuyahoga County Treasurer 
where his innovative ideas have revolutionized 
the county’s investment and collection proce-
dures. 

Mr. Rokakis has significantly improved Cuy-
ahoga County’s investment function, increas-
ing the county’s return and the diversification 
of the portfolio, while significantly reducing the 
fees spent on advisory services. He worked 
successfully to pass several Ohio House bills 
to better serve the state. In addition, Mr. 
Rokakis’ work has earned him the recognition 
of The Cleveland Plain Dealer who in 1999– 
2001 awarded the county’s portfolio as having 
the best performance among those evaluated 
for the period; as well as being honored by the 
State of Israel Bonds for his values and ideals 
rooted in democracy and the inalienable rights 
of working men and women. Specifically, Mr. 
Rokakis developed the Home Enhancement 
Loan Program, the first of its kind in the coun-
try, which has received the Community Impact 
Award from Dominion East Ohio/Inside Busi-
ness Magazine, an award from the National 
Association of the Remodeling Industry, and 
won the 2003 EPA Smart Growth Award. As 
treasurer, Mr. Rokakis has aided in developing 
numerous programs to better all residents 
from students to seniors. 

Mr. Rokakis is a proud graduate of Oberlin 
College and Cleveland-Marshall School of 
Law. He serves the important role of husband 
and father to his wife Laurie and their three 
children. 

Mr. Speaker and my fellow colleagues, I ask 
you to rise with me in recognition of Mr. Jim 
Rokakis’ contributions within Ohio. I anticipate 
seeing what great accomplishments Mr. 
Rokakis holds in his future. 

f 

RECOGNIZING HUTTON HOUSE 

HON. GEORGE RADANOVICH 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, December 5, 2006 

Mr. RADANOVICH. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize Hutton House, a State-li-
censed youth shelter, for providing 30 years of 
steadfast commitment to troubled teens and 
their families in Central California. 

Hutton House began in 1976 with the goal 
of providing a safe, temporary shelter for run-
away, homeless. and youth in crisis. In addi-
tion to providing the shelter, it is also a goal 
of Hutton House to provide resources aimed 
at keeping these youth off the streets, out of 
the criminal justice system and to aid in mend-
ing relationships with their families. 

For the past 30 years, Hutton House has 
made great strides to meet and expand its 
original goals. The center has been remodeled 
to accommodate up to eight youth, and some 
of the services they now offer are: individual, 
group and family counseling; meals and 
snacks for both residential and non-residential 
clients; bus passes and transportation to med-
ical appointments; coordination of medical, 
dental and counseling services; youth devel-
opment activities; reunification planning so that 
youth can return home or to another perma-
nent housing situation; substance abuse inter-
vention; and parent education. Hutton House 
is currently the only facility helping youth from 
Stockton to Fresno and from the foothills to 
the Bay area. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise to recognize Hutton 
House for 30 years of dedication and philan-
thropy to troubled youth and their families. I 
urge my colleagues to join me in wishing Hut-
ton House years of continued beneficence and 
success. 

f 

IN HONOR OF TED BURKE AND 
BOB MUNCEY 

HON. SAM FARR 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, December 5, 2006 

Mr. FARR. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to rec-
ognize the generosity of the co-owners of the 
Shadowbrook Restaurant in the city of 
Capitola, Ted Burke and Bob Muncey. The 
Shadowbrook is known as one of the best res-
taurants in Santa Cruz County. But I am not 
here to commend them on their wonderful cui-
sine. I stand here today to thank them for their 
humanity and kindness to those in need. 

Since 1982, Big Brothers Big Sisters of 
Santa Cruz County has created one-on-one 

mentoring relationships between children and 
responsible, caring, and dependable adult vol-
unteers. These volunteers provide guidance 
and friendship to children in need. Many times 
these adults act as role models to children 
who lack this type of support system in their 
homes. The vast majority of the children live 
in very low-income, single-parent households. 
The mentoring services of Big Brothers Big 
Sisters have proven effective in preventing ju-
venile delinquency and decreasing school 
drop out rates. It also improves self-esteem, 
as well as peer-family relationships. By expos-
ing children to new opportunities, the volunteer 
mentors show that options do exist; no matter 
how difficult the child’s situation or life experi-
ence. 

In 1986, Ted Burke and Bob Muncey began 
a tradition of closing down the Shadowbrook 
Restaurant to host a luncheon for the little 
brothers and sisters and their mentors. Ted 
Burke has carried on this tradition. During the 
past 20 years, over 1,000 children and volun-
teer mentors have shared the warmth of the 
holiday season at a restaurant many of the 
children may never have had the pleasure to 
dine at. Not only do the co-owners provide an 
amazing festive meal to the children, but the 
staff of the establishment volunteer their time 
to serve the children and volunteers. 

Ted is no stranger to the challenges of rais-
ing a family. He has been a single parent and 
knows the value of mentoring in a child’s life. 
He values those who take their time to spend 
with children, and he is aware that many of 
these children neither expect nor ask for any-
thing in return. For many of the children, the 
holidays serve as an additional reminder of 
the hardship they face, as there may be very 
few if any gifts beneath the tree. Ted and his 
staff kindly share the holiday spirit with these 
children. This annual luncheon is a way to not 
only thank the mentors for their dedication and 
service, but to bring joy to the children during 
the holiday season. 

Mr. Speaker, for all of these reasons it is 
with gratitude that I acknowledge the 
Shadowbrook Restaurant during this holiday 
season for 20 years of unselfish giving. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE NEW ERA CAP 
COMPANY ON THE OPENING OF 
THEIR NEW CORPORATE HEAD-
QUARTERS 

HON. BRIAN HIGGINS 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, December 5, 2006 

Mr. HIGGINS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
pay tribute to one of western New York’s pre-
mier local corporate citizens, New Era Cap 
Company. 

New Era began producing hats in Buffalo in 
1920 and has been one of the local commu-
nities most stable companies ever since. 

While the production and corporate facilities 
moved to the rural region surrounding the city 
of Buffalo, New Era has always remained loyal 
to western New York. 

New Era is and will always be a western 
New York company, and they proved that 
point once again when their new corporate 
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headquarters opened in the heart of downtown 
Buffalo, Saturday, November 25. 

For their investments made into the commu-
nity and their commitment to excellence, I pay 
tribute to the New Era Cap Company as they 
embark on another chapter in their marvelous 
history. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO CLYDE A. THOMAS, 
SR. 

HON. HAROLD ROGERS 
OF KENTUCKY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, December 5, 2006 

Mr. ROGERS of Kentucky. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to pay to pay tribute to an excep-
tional Kentuckian, Judge Clyde Thomas. After 
serving 16 years as Rowan County Judge Ex-
ecutive, Judge Thomas is retiring and embark-
ing on a new stage of life. I want to express 
my deepest gratitude for his many contribu-
tions and years of public service. 

Clyde Thomas’ service in Kentucky began 
almost 50 years ago as a dispatcher for the 
Kentucky State Police. In 1964 he graduated 
from the Kentucky State Police Academy and 
6 years later was promoted to Detective Ser-
geant after earning the highest test score in 
the history of the Kentucky State Police. Clyde 
Thomas was later promoted to Lieutenant and 
graduated from the FBI National Academy. 
Before his retirement in 1984, Clyde Thomas 
made many positive changes and contribu-
tions to the Kentucky State Police, including 
serving as the first president of the Kentucky 
State Police Professional Association. 

With this keen law enforcement background 
and a commitment to our community, Clyde 
Thomas was elected Rowan County Judge 
Executive in 1989. During his tenure, Judge 
Thomas has been a strong leader for various 
job creation and community development 
projects transforming this rural county into a 
formidable, regional economic engine. Judge 
Thomas has championed countywide sewer 
and infrastructure improvements including the 
recent expansion of the Morehead Wastewater 
Treatment Facility. Through his efforts, more 
than 1,500 homes and businesses have ade-
quate sewer. Another 100 sub-standard road 
bridges have been upgraded, and over 250 
miles of roadway paved all under his careful 
watch. 

Judge Executive Thomas has kick-started 
several long-term growth initiatives including 
securing a new Army National Guard Readi-
ness Center, expanding regional healthcare 
and educational facilities, and working with 
county neighbors to construct industrial devel-
opment zones. I particularly want to acknowl-
edge the Judge’s strong backing of the new 
airport in Rowan County which will be a gen-
eral aviation hub and important gateway to 
eastern Kentucky. By bringing local leaders to-
gether and working with the State and feder-
ally elected leadership, including myself. 
Judge Thomas has brought a first-rate, 5,500 
foot, safe and secure airport to our region. 
This project will bring economic benefits and a 
robust aviation industry well into the future. 

Mr. Speaker, I want to thank Judge Clyde 
Thomas for his sacrifice and service on behalf 

of the people of Rowan County, KY, and the 
entire Commonwealth. Although his days as 
Rowan County Judge Executive are drawing 
to a close, I know his contributions will live on 
for many years to come. I want to wish him 
and his family all the best for this new chapter 
in life. 

f 

HARRY P. MIRABILE, SR. 

HON. JIM GERLACH 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, December 5, 2006 

Mr. GERLACH. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor Harry P. Mirabile, Sr., who was named 
the Man of the Year Award at the Sicilian 
Businessmen of Norristown Luncheon on 
Monday, December 4th. 

Harry was born in Norristown, Pennsylvania 
in 1935 to an Italian immigrant mother and a 
local Norristown businessman. The youngest 
of six children, Harry grew up with a strong 
sense of family, faith, philanthropy. Harry left 
school at the age of 16 to join the family bev-
erage business. However, before leaving 
school, Harry met Seda Scoma, his wife, in 
the 7th grade at Rittenhouse Junior High 
School. The couple was married on November 
4, 1956 and have three children, Joseph, 
Susan, and Harry Jr., as well as a growing 
number of grandchildren. 

Harry’s strong Catholic faith has been a 
guiding light throughout his life. Harry has 
dedicated his life to serving his church and 
community. He was the chairman of the Holy 
Saviour Church Building Committee fund-
raiser, chairman of the Columbus Monument 
Elmwood Park fundraiser, and participated in 
the Bishop Kenrich, Centennial Capital Com-
mittee of Holy Saviour Church, Sacred Heart 
Hospital and Montgomery Hospital fundraising 
efforts. Harry is also the chairman of the Nor-
ristown Police Athletic League fundraiser, 
chairman of the Invest in a Cop initiation, and 
a trustee for the Plymouth Township Police 
Department fundraiser. Additionally, Harry 
served for 6 years on the East Norriton Town-
ship Board of Supervisors and was chairman 
for 2 of those years. 

When not serving others, Harry enjoys golf-
ing at area golf clubs and he continues to 
honor his family’s Italian heritage by co-found-
ing and participating in the Italian American 
Heritage Club and Camelot Club in Norris-
town. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask that my colleagues join 
me today in honoring Harry P. Mirabile, Sr. on 
being selected the Man of the Year by the Si-
cilian Businessmen of Norristown and for his 
years of exemplary service and commitment to 
the Norristown Community. 

f 

MEDICAL CENTER OF LEWISVILLE 
CELEBRATES 30 YEARS 

HON. MICHAEL C. BURGESS 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, December 5, 2006 

Mr. BURGESS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
celebrate the 30th anniversary of the Medical 

Center of Lewisville, located in the heart of the 
26th district of Texas. 

The Medical Center of Lewisville provides 
state-of-the-art medical services in its beautiful 
new facility, and is administered by a truly 
supportive and caring staff. Beyond saving 
lives, the Center has been very active in pro-
moting comprehensive health initiatives and 
participating in a wide variety of local pro-
grams to benefit the community for the past 
three decades. 

After working and serving at the Medical 
Center of Lewisville, it is particularly heart-
warming to know that it is celebrating its 30th 
year. The staff, physicians, and nursing per-
sonnel truly make the Medical Center of 
Lewisville a unique institution. It provides ex-
emplary, cutting-edge medical care without 
losing its sense of humanity and compassion. 

Mr. Speaker, I congratulate the Medical 
Center of Lewisville on its 30th anniversary. I 
am proud to have this facility in my district and 
look forward to many more years of quality 
health care and service to our community. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO RICHARD GROVOM 

HON. DALE E. KILDEE 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, December 5, 2006 

Mr. KILDEE. Mr. Speaker, I ask the House 
of Representatives to join me in paying tribute 
to Richard Grovom as he prepares to donate 
his 307th pint of blood to the American Red 
Cross. 

Richard began donating blood in 1945 when 
he was in the U.S. Army. One of his fellow 
soldiers needed emergency surgery and Rich-
ard stepped forward and donated blood. He 
continued donating on and off over the next 
10 years until 1955. At that time his oldest 
daughter was born with a peptic ulcer. She 
was 2 days old, bleeding, and was given do-
nated blood. The kindness of that anonymous 
person inspired Richard and he decided to 
make donating blood an ongoing part of his 
life. His motto is ‘‘It is better to give than re-
ceive.’’ 

When Richard had donated his 36th gallon 
of blood the Red Cross presented him with a 
case to hold the gallon pins he had earned 
over the years. He has now earned both his 
37th and 38th gallon pins and the blood he 
donated when stationed at Camp Roberts in 
California is not included in this amount. A 
resident of Grand Blanc, Michigan, Richard is 
a retired tool and die foreman with Chevrolet. 
He is part of the elite group of Americans that 
donate blood. The American Red Cross esti-
mates that 5 percent of our population do-
nates blood, but 95 percent of Americans will 
need blood at least once in their lifetime. 

Mr. Speaker please join me in congratu-
lating Richard Grovom for his immense 
achievement and may God bless him for his 
generosity to his fellow citizens. 
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