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headquarters opened in the heart of downtown 
Buffalo, Saturday, November 25. 

For their investments made into the commu-
nity and their commitment to excellence, I pay 
tribute to the New Era Cap Company as they 
embark on another chapter in their marvelous 
history. 
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TRIBUTE TO CLYDE A. THOMAS, 
SR. 

HON. HAROLD ROGERS 
OF KENTUCKY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, December 5, 2006 

Mr. ROGERS of Kentucky. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to pay to pay tribute to an excep-
tional Kentuckian, Judge Clyde Thomas. After 
serving 16 years as Rowan County Judge Ex-
ecutive, Judge Thomas is retiring and embark-
ing on a new stage of life. I want to express 
my deepest gratitude for his many contribu-
tions and years of public service. 

Clyde Thomas’ service in Kentucky began 
almost 50 years ago as a dispatcher for the 
Kentucky State Police. In 1964 he graduated 
from the Kentucky State Police Academy and 
6 years later was promoted to Detective Ser-
geant after earning the highest test score in 
the history of the Kentucky State Police. Clyde 
Thomas was later promoted to Lieutenant and 
graduated from the FBI National Academy. 
Before his retirement in 1984, Clyde Thomas 
made many positive changes and contribu-
tions to the Kentucky State Police, including 
serving as the first president of the Kentucky 
State Police Professional Association. 

With this keen law enforcement background 
and a commitment to our community, Clyde 
Thomas was elected Rowan County Judge 
Executive in 1989. During his tenure, Judge 
Thomas has been a strong leader for various 
job creation and community development 
projects transforming this rural county into a 
formidable, regional economic engine. Judge 
Thomas has championed countywide sewer 
and infrastructure improvements including the 
recent expansion of the Morehead Wastewater 
Treatment Facility. Through his efforts, more 
than 1,500 homes and businesses have ade-
quate sewer. Another 100 sub-standard road 
bridges have been upgraded, and over 250 
miles of roadway paved all under his careful 
watch. 

Judge Executive Thomas has kick-started 
several long-term growth initiatives including 
securing a new Army National Guard Readi-
ness Center, expanding regional healthcare 
and educational facilities, and working with 
county neighbors to construct industrial devel-
opment zones. I particularly want to acknowl-
edge the Judge’s strong backing of the new 
airport in Rowan County which will be a gen-
eral aviation hub and important gateway to 
eastern Kentucky. By bringing local leaders to-
gether and working with the State and feder-
ally elected leadership, including myself. 
Judge Thomas has brought a first-rate, 5,500 
foot, safe and secure airport to our region. 
This project will bring economic benefits and a 
robust aviation industry well into the future. 

Mr. Speaker, I want to thank Judge Clyde 
Thomas for his sacrifice and service on behalf 

of the people of Rowan County, KY, and the 
entire Commonwealth. Although his days as 
Rowan County Judge Executive are drawing 
to a close, I know his contributions will live on 
for many years to come. I want to wish him 
and his family all the best for this new chapter 
in life. 
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HARRY P. MIRABILE, SR. 

HON. JIM GERLACH 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, December 5, 2006 

Mr. GERLACH. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor Harry P. Mirabile, Sr., who was named 
the Man of the Year Award at the Sicilian 
Businessmen of Norristown Luncheon on 
Monday, December 4th. 

Harry was born in Norristown, Pennsylvania 
in 1935 to an Italian immigrant mother and a 
local Norristown businessman. The youngest 
of six children, Harry grew up with a strong 
sense of family, faith, philanthropy. Harry left 
school at the age of 16 to join the family bev-
erage business. However, before leaving 
school, Harry met Seda Scoma, his wife, in 
the 7th grade at Rittenhouse Junior High 
School. The couple was married on November 
4, 1956 and have three children, Joseph, 
Susan, and Harry Jr., as well as a growing 
number of grandchildren. 

Harry’s strong Catholic faith has been a 
guiding light throughout his life. Harry has 
dedicated his life to serving his church and 
community. He was the chairman of the Holy 
Saviour Church Building Committee fund-
raiser, chairman of the Columbus Monument 
Elmwood Park fundraiser, and participated in 
the Bishop Kenrich, Centennial Capital Com-
mittee of Holy Saviour Church, Sacred Heart 
Hospital and Montgomery Hospital fundraising 
efforts. Harry is also the chairman of the Nor-
ristown Police Athletic League fundraiser, 
chairman of the Invest in a Cop initiation, and 
a trustee for the Plymouth Township Police 
Department fundraiser. Additionally, Harry 
served for 6 years on the East Norriton Town-
ship Board of Supervisors and was chairman 
for 2 of those years. 

When not serving others, Harry enjoys golf-
ing at area golf clubs and he continues to 
honor his family’s Italian heritage by co-found-
ing and participating in the Italian American 
Heritage Club and Camelot Club in Norris-
town. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask that my colleagues join 
me today in honoring Harry P. Mirabile, Sr. on 
being selected the Man of the Year by the Si-
cilian Businessmen of Norristown and for his 
years of exemplary service and commitment to 
the Norristown Community. 
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MEDICAL CENTER OF LEWISVILLE 
CELEBRATES 30 YEARS 

HON. MICHAEL C. BURGESS 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, December 5, 2006 

Mr. BURGESS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
celebrate the 30th anniversary of the Medical 

Center of Lewisville, located in the heart of the 
26th district of Texas. 

The Medical Center of Lewisville provides 
state-of-the-art medical services in its beautiful 
new facility, and is administered by a truly 
supportive and caring staff. Beyond saving 
lives, the Center has been very active in pro-
moting comprehensive health initiatives and 
participating in a wide variety of local pro-
grams to benefit the community for the past 
three decades. 

After working and serving at the Medical 
Center of Lewisville, it is particularly heart-
warming to know that it is celebrating its 30th 
year. The staff, physicians, and nursing per-
sonnel truly make the Medical Center of 
Lewisville a unique institution. It provides ex-
emplary, cutting-edge medical care without 
losing its sense of humanity and compassion. 

Mr. Speaker, I congratulate the Medical 
Center of Lewisville on its 30th anniversary. I 
am proud to have this facility in my district and 
look forward to many more years of quality 
health care and service to our community. 
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TRIBUTE TO RICHARD GROVOM 

HON. DALE E. KILDEE 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, December 5, 2006 

Mr. KILDEE. Mr. Speaker, I ask the House 
of Representatives to join me in paying tribute 
to Richard Grovom as he prepares to donate 
his 307th pint of blood to the American Red 
Cross. 

Richard began donating blood in 1945 when 
he was in the U.S. Army. One of his fellow 
soldiers needed emergency surgery and Rich-
ard stepped forward and donated blood. He 
continued donating on and off over the next 
10 years until 1955. At that time his oldest 
daughter was born with a peptic ulcer. She 
was 2 days old, bleeding, and was given do-
nated blood. The kindness of that anonymous 
person inspired Richard and he decided to 
make donating blood an ongoing part of his 
life. His motto is ‘‘It is better to give than re-
ceive.’’ 

When Richard had donated his 36th gallon 
of blood the Red Cross presented him with a 
case to hold the gallon pins he had earned 
over the years. He has now earned both his 
37th and 38th gallon pins and the blood he 
donated when stationed at Camp Roberts in 
California is not included in this amount. A 
resident of Grand Blanc, Michigan, Richard is 
a retired tool and die foreman with Chevrolet. 
He is part of the elite group of Americans that 
donate blood. The American Red Cross esti-
mates that 5 percent of our population do-
nates blood, but 95 percent of Americans will 
need blood at least once in their lifetime. 

Mr. Speaker please join me in congratu-
lating Richard Grovom for his immense 
achievement and may God bless him for his 
generosity to his fellow citizens. 
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