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makes her most worthy of our recognition 
today. 
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PAYING TRIBUTE TO LARRY 
WILLIAMS 

HON. JON C. PORTER 
OF NEVADA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, December 5, 2006 

Mr. PORTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor the accomplishments and service con-
tributions of Larry Williams, Veterans Services 
Coordinator for U.S. VETS–Las Vegas. 

Mr. Williams has risen above the challenges 
of life and has triumphed over adversity to be-
come a leader in the ranks of the U.S. VETS 
and as a 2005 AmeriCorps alum. AmeriCorps 
is the only national service collaboration serv-
ing homeless veterans. Before his service with 
AmeriCorps, Larry was a recipient of their 
charity. On July 29, 2003, an AmeriCorps 
member reached out to him, providing guid-
ance and service. Larry attributes this simple 
act of compassion from Ron Bass as his turn-
ing point from hopelessness to a renewed life 
and future. 

Just 3 months later, in October 2003, Larry 
was able to begin his journey of recovery 
upon entering the U.S. VETS–Los Angeles 
program. It was here over a 10-month period 
that he started to regain his independence and 
embark upon his own service within the Com-
pensated Work Therapy Program. During this 
time he began to dream of helping other peo-
ple in the way he had been helped by becom-
ing an AmeriCorps member himself. Within a 
year, after being reunited with his wife and 
children in Las Vegas, Nevada, that dream of 
helping others came true. 

Larry’s service in AmeriCorps Outreach al-
lowed him to meet with homeless veterans 
and non-veterans alike on the streets of Las 
Vegas, in shelters and in desert camps. It is 
estimated by the Veterans Administration that 
there are 4,300 homeless veterans in Las 
Vegas alone. With one in every three adult 
homeless males being classified as a military 
veteran, Larry’s personal journey has made 
the time and attention he renders a priceless 
contribution in helping to alleviate these unfor-
tunate statistics. As Veterans Service Coordi-
nator for U.S. VETS in Las Vegas, he pro-
vides clinical support services to approxi-
mately 450 veterans in a given year while also 
providing the support needed to help them 
plan for successful and stable living. Larry 
also provides residential and moral support for 
formerly homeless Veterans living at U.S. 
VETS. 

Mr. Speaker, it is my privilege to honor 
Larry Williams for his shining example of hope 
and service. He truly is a success story that 
deserves to be told. I applaud his service and 
dedication and wish him the best in his future 
endeavors. 

RECOGNIZING RETIRING SUISUN 
CITY MAYOR JIM SPERING 

HON. ELLEN O. TAUSCHER 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, December 5, 2006 

Mrs. TAUSCHER. Mr. Speaker, I rise to rec-
ognize Suisun City mayor, Jim Spering, who 
after serving 20 years as the mayor of Suisun 
City will be stepping down to assume his 
newly elected position as the Solano County 
supervisor for District Three in January. 

Under the leadership of Jim Spering, the 
city of Suisun constructed a new city hall on 
the waterfront, symbolizing Suisun City’s 
transformation from what the San Francisco 
Chronicle rated as ‘‘the worst city to live in’’ to 
what is now considered a jewel on the water. 
City hall, which for many years was located in 
a trailer, was ‘‘the only city hall in California 
that was registered with the Department of 
Motor Vehicles.’’ The city now contains some 
of the best public spaces in the county, has a 
vibrant downtown, the quality of housing has 
improved tremendously, and the city’s crime 
rate has dropped dramatically. 

Similar to Billy Beane, the general manager 
of his favorite team, the Oakland Athletics, Jim 
has been creative in finding innovative solu-
tions during times of fiscal stress. 

In addition to his leadership position on the 
Suisun City council, Jim Spering has assumed 
a leadership role on regional transportation 
issues. This has earned him the reputation as 
Solano County’s ‘‘go to guy’’ on transportation 
matters. Jim Spering has been past chairman 
of the Metropolitan Transportation Commission 
for the 9-county San Francisco Bay area re-
gion and is currently on the board. At the 
MTC, Jim helped found the Transportation for 
Livable Communities Program which provides 
incentives for pedestrian and transit-oriented 
developments that strengthen the link between 
transportation, land use and community goals. 

Jim Spering has also represented Suisun 
City or Solano County on several boards and 
commissions including the City Housing Au-
thority, the Solano Transportation Authority, 
and District, and Capitol Corridor Joint Powers 
Board. Jim has been a tremendous asset to 
the city of Suisun and Solano County as one 
of their most experienced and valued mayors. 
His efforts earned for him the high esteem of 
his associates and the appreciation of the 
public. 

As Jim Spering steps down as mayor of 
Suisun City, I would like to thank him and his 
wife Pam for their commitment and service to 
the community of Suisun City. I wish Jim the 
best of luck in his new leadership role on the 
Solano County board of supervisors. 
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IN HONOR AND RECOGNITION OF 
MR. RICHARD W. DURST 

HON. DENNIS J. KUCINICH 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, December 5, 2006 

Mr. KUCINICH. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
honor and recognition of Richard W. Durst, as 

he assumes the role of president of Baldwin- 
Wallace College, an extraordinary institution of 
higher learning in Berea, OH. 

Mr. Durst comes to the Cleveland area after 
6 years as dean of the College of Arts and Ar-
chitecture and executive director of University 
Arts Services at the Pennsylvania State Uni-
versity. He will undoubtedly succeed in con-
tinuing to build Baldwin-Wallace’s academic 
recognition, especially in the areas of arts, 
music, and theater as an international expert 
in theater set design and the role of the arts 
in academic training. 

His creative work has been featured in 
group exhibitions in Beijing and Seoul, and he 
was invited to design the world premiere of 
The Belltower for the Paris Opera. He also 
was the codesigner of the United States’ ex-
hibit for the 1999 Prague Quadrennial, the 
world’s largest and most prestigious exhibition 
of theater design and theater architecture. 

He brings to B–W demonstrated strengths in 
curriculum development and review, adminis-
tration, recruitment and retention planning, 
fund raising and facilities construction and 
management. He has already received distinc-
tion for receptiveness, presence, and aca-
demic stature which has connected with all of 
the portions of the college community. 

Mr. Speaker and colleagues, please join me 
in recognition and welcome to Mr. Richard W. 
Durst, an individual with both significant aca-
demic accomplishments and a record of com-
munity involvement which will positively add to 
the campus community of Baldwin-Wallace 
and the Cleveland area in general, and I look 
forward to working with him to further enrich 
the College and all elements of higher edu-
cation. 
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HONORING BETTY ORTEN 

HON. MARK UDALL 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, December 5, 2006 

Mr. UDALL of Colorado. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and honor the life of Mrs. 
Betty Orten, a great Coloradan who passed 
away on November 24, 2006, the day after a 
spirited Thanksgiving celebration with her fam-
ily. She demonstrated great leadership and 
social conscience in civic affairs and will be 
missed by friends and loved ones. 

Betty Orten grew up on military posts as her 
father’s career as an Army officer took his 
family across the country, overseas, and fi-
nally to Colorado. Betty graduated from high 
school in Colorado Springs and then went on 
to receive a degree in history and sociology 
from the University of Colorado. While at the 
University of Colorado, she met her future 
husband, Russell Sage Orten. In 1951, they 
married and made their home in Westminster, 
Colorado. 

After graduation, Betty began a career as a 
social worker and also became involved in the 
Democratic Party. She served as a precinct 
committeewoman, Democratic State vice 
chairperson, Adams County Democratic chair-
person, and Democratic National Committee 
member. In 1974, after all of her hard-earned 
experience in social work and politics, she 
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