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train ride.’’ The family settled on a farm in 
French Camp, just outside of Stockton, CA. 

Letha married Wilfred Cannon in 1928. They 
raised two children, Ruth and Wilfred, Jr., in 
the Stockton area. 

After Wilfred passed away, Letha per-
severed, and even began a new career as a 
nurse. She spent 11 years at St. Joseph’s 
Hospital. 

In addition to her roles as a nurturing moth-
er and nurse, Letha has made time for her 
community. She has been active in the PTA, 
Grange, Escalon Presbyterian Church, French 
Camp Vaqueros, and Dixon Community 
Church. 

As if her plate was not full enough, Letha is 
a prize-winning gardener. Her African Violets 
took first place at the Dixon May Fair. 

Letha also takes pleasure in travel. Even at 
her age, in the past year, she has flown 
across the country to New Jersey and Wis-
consin. 

Letha is blessed with 5 surviving siblings, 2 
children, 8 grandchildren, 17 great grand-
children, and 29 nieces and nephews. 

Her family and friends have gathered to-
gether to celebrate her remarkable age of 100 
and to thank her for being their ‘‘foster mom,’’ 
as many fondly call her. 

Letha Adams Cannon has spent her life en-
joying travel, gardening, and most of all, her 
family. I wish Letha and her family the best on 
this momentous occasion. 
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THE SATOLA FAMILY 

HON. DENNIS J. KUCINICH 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
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Mr. KUCINICH. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
memory of Tim Satola. A model citizen 
throughout his life, Tim’s enthusiasm, motiva-
tion, and personal drive to help people is 
echoed in his accomplishments. 

A leader all his life, Tim was high school 
linebacker for the Garfield Bulldogs. His en-
ergy and spirit was an inspiration to his team-
mates and anyone who knew him. On the 
football team, his passion and energy earned 
him a reputation as ‘‘the light of the team.’’ 
Tim went on to graduate from nursing school 
and began his career as a registered nurse 
shortly before his untimely passing. 

Tim’s commitment to helping people con-
tinues even after his death with the establish-
ment of the Tim Satola Scholarship Fund. His 
parents, Donna and Dennis Satola, set up the 
scholarship fund to help students of Garfield 
Heights High School with the financial burdens 
of attending college. Already, the fund has 
awarded two $500 scholarships. 

The Tim Satola Memorial Scholarship Fund 
honors students who share Tim’s zest for life 
and his commitment to helping others. The 
fund continues the tremendous compassionate 
spirit that Tim would have wanted to inspire in 
the students of his high school alma mater. 

Mr. Speaker and Colleagues, please join me 
in honoring the memory of Tim Satola and the 
continuing inspiration he brings through the 

Tim Satola Scholarship Fund to the students 
of Garfield Heights High School. 
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Mr. UDALL of Colorado. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and honor the life of Dr. 
Gilbert F. White, the ‘‘Father of Floodplain 
Management,’’ who died October 5, 2006 in 
his home in Boulder Colorado. He will be 
missed by friends and loved ones, yet the leg-
acy of his social and environmental vision will 
long continue in communities throughout the 
world. 

Gilbert F. White was born on November 26, 
1911 in Hyde Park, Illinois and received his 
undergraduate and graduate degrees from the 
University of Chicago. As a graduate student 
in the late 1930s, he studied the Mississippi 
River Basin for the federal government when 
many planners followed a flood control policy 
based on the construction of dams. White 
questioned the impact of such projects and 
suggested alternatives that protected people, 
as well as floodplain ecosystems. He served 
as president of Haverford College in Pennsyl-
vania from 1946 until 1955 and taught at the 
University of Chicago from 1956 to 1969. He 
was a visiting professor at the University of 
Oxford in 1962–63, and he chaired the Amer-
ican Friends Service Committee from 1963 to 
1969. 

In 1970, White joined the faculty of the Uni-
versity of Colorado at Boulder as a Professor 
of Geography and Director of the Institute of 
Behavioral Science, remaining active in aca-
demic work well into his 90s. He founded the 
University of Colorado’s Natural Hazard Re-
search and Applications Information Center in 
1974 which has become the nation’s leading 
repository of knowledge on human behavior in 
disasters. White’s work in natural hazard miti-
gation changed the way people addressed 
their surroundings and made the world safer 
for its inhabitants in the process. In his doc-
toral dissertation of 1942, White wrote, 
‘‘Floods are acts of God, but flood losses are 
largely acts of man.’’ So significant was this 
work that it has since been called the most in-
fluential book ever written by an American ge-
ographer. 

In an era characterized by the construction 
of bigger and stronger flood control devices, 
Dr. White pioneered effective models of flood 
management that promoted public safety while 
preserving rivers and waterways. He was a 
true humanitarian, making extraordinary con-
tributions toward educating governments on 
the most effective actions available in man-
aging floodplains and alleviating flood losses. 
Dr. White’s persistence convinced the nation 
to take a broader view in reducing flood risks, 
culminating with the implementation of the Na-
tional Flood Insurance Program. This program 
encouraged responsible floodplain manage-
ment at the local level and created stronger, 
safer communities for generations of Ameri-
cans. 

Among White’s numerous honors are the 
National Geographic Society’s highest honor, 
the Hubbard Medal; the United Nation’s 
Sasakawa International Environmental Prize; 
and the Association of American Geographer’s 
Lifetime Achievement Award. He was also 
presented with an honorary doctorate from 
CU-Boulder in May of 2006. 

Dr. White’s legacy derives from the pro-
grams he helped implement. His contributions 
will continue to keep communities safer and 
protect the environment while making smart 
investments in mitigation activities at all levels 
of government. We all owe this great man a 
debt of gratitude and respect. I ask my col-
leagues to join with me in celebrating and re-
membering this life of service. 
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Mr. FARR. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor an American hero, Army SSG Gene 
Arden Vance, Jr. Staff Sergeant Vance was 
tragically killed in action while serving in Af-
ghanistan in 2002. Though I never had the 
honor of meeting Staff Sergeant Vance, I am 
saddened by his loss and want to share my 
own condolences and those of this House with 
his family, friends, and comrades. 

Staff Sergeant Vance, Jr. was born on 30 
November, 1963, in Frankfurt, Germany, the 
son of an Army Special Forces officer. He en-
listed in the Army in 1981, after graduating 
from Oceana High School in Oceana, West 
Virginia. He served in a variety of posts from 
Germany to Monterey, finally leaving active 
duty in 1990. In 1992, he enlisted in the West 
Virginia National Guard, and graduated from 
the Defense Language Institute’s (DLI) Per-
sian-Farsi Basic Course in 1998. He reentered 
active duty immediately following September 
11th, 2001, and he deployed to eastern Af-
ghanistan with the 2nd Battalion, 19th Special 
Forces Group (Airborne) in February 2002. 

On 19 May, 2002, Staff Sergeant Vance’s 
patrol was ambushed by Taliban fighters in 
the province of Paktika, Afghanistan. Although 
critically wounded in the initial attack, Staff 
Sergeant Vance continued to translate battle-
field intelligence for Afghan forces in the area, 
directing them out of danger. His calm actions 
and command of the situation saved the lives 
of two fellow Americans and as many as 18 
Afghani soldiers, and helped to defeat the 
enemy ambush. For his actions, Staff Ser-
geant Vance was awarded the Bronze Star 
Medal with a ‘‘V’’ for valor in combat, the Pur-
ple Heart Medal, and the West Virginia Distin-
guished Service Medal. 

His actions in combat represented the high-
est level of bravery and professionalism of the 
American soldier. His actions also represent 
the unique heroism of the military linguist. In 
the conflicts that our nation now finds itself in, 
languages and their key role in understanding 
and influencing the cultures that they speak 
for, are essential to our national security. That 
is why I feel it is so fitting that the Army has 
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