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St. Louis Cardinals in the Fall Classic. While 
our Detroit boys fell short in the series, finally 
losing to St. Louis in 5 games, they made all 
of Michigan proud with their sportsmanship 
and hard work. 

Every great team needs a great leader and 
the Tigers are no exception. Last October, 
after a disappointing late season fade the Ti-
gers hired Jim Layland to right the club’s ship 
and under his brilliant leadership the Tigers 
roared to life. Layland, who spent the first 18 
years of his professional baseball career in 
Detroit, guided the Tigers to a 95–67 record, 
the Tigers’ best season since 1987. In doing 
so, he also became the seventh manager in 
history to win pennants in both the National 
and American Leagues. Due to his achieve-
ment this year he was recognized with the 
2006 Manager of the Year award for the third 
time in his career. Leyland also became the 
third person to win the award in both leagues. 

Even though the Tigers did not ultimately 
win the World Series, in winning the American 
League Championship Series they dem-
onstrated a spirit and determination that rekin-
dled memories of the great Tiger teams of the 
past. I join both the citizens of Detroit and the 
great state of Michigan in congratulating the 
Detroit Tigers for their remarkable 2006 sea-
son. 
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HONORING CONGRESSMAN MAJOR 
OWENS 

HON. JOHN D. DINGELL 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, December 5, 2006 

Mr. DINGELL. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
congratulate and pay tribute to Congressman 
MAJOR OWENS on the occasion of his retire-
ment after 12 terms of service in the United 
States Congress. 

Born in Collierville, Tennessee in 1936, 
Congressman OWENS’ commitment to edu-
cation began at an early age with his own 
scholastic achievements. He received a bach-
elor’s degree from Morehouse College, a Mas-
ter of Science degree from Atlanta University, 
and later went on to serve as a librarian be-
fore entering the political arena. Congressman 
OWENS also served as a Community Activist 
and Ivy League Professor. 

As Ranking Democrat on the Subcommittee 
for Workforce Protections, OWENS defended 
workers’ rights by supporting minimum wage 
increases and strong protections of overtime 
payment. OWENS promoted the benefits of in-
tegrating technology and education, and 
fought to expand access to classroom tech-
nology for disadvantaged students. 

The ethnic and socioeconomic diversity of 
Congressman OWENS’ district—including con-
stituents of Hasidic, Caribbean, and Eastern 
European backgrounds—is largely reflected in 
the multiplicity of his success within Congress. 
Congressman OWENS’ influence has extended 
beyond our nation’s borders: As a member of 
the Congressional Black Caucus, he fought 
vehemently to restore the democratically-elect-
ed President of Haiti. His dedication to Africa 
and the Caribbean has shaped American for-
eign policy, including HIV/AIDS legislation and 
the African Growth and Opportunities Act. 

The hard work and enduring legacy of 
MAJOR OWENS should be applauded. Mr. 
Speaker, I invite all of our colleagues to join 
me in congratulating Congressman OWENS on 
his retirement, and sending him our best wish-
es for the next chapter of his life. 

f 

IN MEMORY OF DR. GEORGE 
MEETZE 

HON. JOE WILSON 
OF SOUTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, December 5, 2006 

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today in loving memory of Rev. Dr. 
George Elias Meetze. Dr. Meetze died 
Thanksgiving Day, November 23, 2006, after a 
brief illness. He was born June 24, 1909, in 
Columbia South Carolina. He was the son of 
the late Narvie Elias and Fannie Belle Leitzsey 
Meetze. On June 30, 1936, he married Mar-
garet Allen who predeceased him. 

Dr. Meetze was Columbia High School Val-
edictorian class of 1927. He was a graduate of 
the University of South Carolina, A.B., cum 
laude, 1930; the N.Y. Theological Seminary, 
N.Y., S.T.M., 1933; the Lutheran Southern 
Seminary, Columbia, 1934; and received his 
Honorary D.D. Degree conferred at Newberry 
College Centennial Convocation, Nov. 28, 
1956. 

Dr. Meetze served as Pastor to St. Bar-
nabas Lutheran Church, Charleston (was or-
dained there July 8, 1934), 1934–37 and 
Grace Lutheran Church, Prosperity, 1937–42; 
Retired Pastor Emeritus, Lutheran Church of 
the Incarnation, June 1942–1974. He was 
elected Chaplain of the S.C. Senate January 
10, 1950, serving until his death. His 57 years 
of service established him as the longest serv-
ing Chaplain of a legislative body in the history 
of the world. 

Dr. Meetze’s 97 years consisted of numer-
ous activities, honors and services, included 
were serving on the boards of Social Missions 
Lutheran Synod of S.C., S.C. Synod Lutheran 
Church of America, Junior League Speech 
and Hearing, Salvation Army and S.C. Chap-
ter of the American Cancer Society, where he 
was a past president. He enjoyed his member-
ships in Saint Paul’s Lutheran Church, the Co-
lumbia Rotary Club, Heptagon Club, the Pal-
metto Forum, The Friday The Thirteenth Club, 
and the S.C. State Guard, where he was a 
Colonel and Chief Chaplain. He received the 
Service to Mankind Award by the Columbia 
Sertoma Clubs, the Paul Harris Fellow Rotary 
International award, the Order of the Palmetto, 
the Algernon Sidney Sullivan Award, and the 
2000 U.S.C. Alumni Award. Dr. Meetze was 
the author of The Development of Dr. Martin 
Luther’s Doctrine of the Lord’s Supper. He 
was listed in Who’s Who in the South & 
Southwest, S.C. Lives, Dictionary of Intl. Biog-
raphy & Royal Blue Book. 

Surviving are his sons and daughters-in-law; 
George Allen and Suzanne Meetze of Marion 
and William Dagnall and Toby Meetze of Co-
lumbia; grandsons, Michael Allen Meetze and 
wife, Tracy, William Vickery Meetze, all of 
Marion, George Seabrook Meetze and wife, 
Alston, William Dagnall Meetze Jr. and wife, 

Sheri, all of Columbia. Also surviving are his 
beloved infant great-grandsons, Elias Shaw 
Meetze and twins, William Seabrook Meetze 
and Joseph Alston Meetze; and nephews, 
nieces, great-nephews and great-nieces. He 
was predeceased by sister, Thelma Meetze 
Frick. 

Dr. Meetze loved his God, his family, the 
South Carolina Senate, his state and his coun-
try. He enjoyed helping people and was al-
ways ready ‘‘to send up a prayer’’ as he said 
‘‘for those who needed one.’’ He will be great-
ly missed by his thousands of friends. 
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PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. JOHN BOOZMAN 
OF ARKANSAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, December 5, 2006 

Mr. BOOZMAN. Mr. Speaker, as a member 
of the NATO—Parliamentary Assembly, I trav-
eled to Quebec, Canada, from Sunday, No-
vember 12 to November 15, 2006 to partici-
pate in the assembly meetings. Due to the 
timing of the meetings and return travel, I was 
unable to participate in votes on Monday and 
Tuesday, November 13–14. I am requesting 
my absence for this date. I would also like you 
to note that, should I have been present, I 
would have voted in the following manner: 

‘‘Aye.’’ H.R. 3085—Amending the National 
Trails System Act (Roll no. 517). 

‘‘Aye.’’ S. 819—Reallocation of funds for the 
Pactola Dam (Roll no. 518). 

‘‘Aye.’’ H.R. 5602—Authorizing the Exten-
sion of Nondiscriminatory Treatment to the 
Products of Vietnam (Roll no. 519). 

‘‘Aye.’’ H.R. 6314—Extending provisions 
within the Survivors’ and Dependents’ Edu-
cation Assistance Program (Roll no. 520). 

‘‘Aye.’’ H.R. 864—Sober Truth in Preventing 
Underage Drinking Act (Roll no. 521). 

‘‘Aye.’’ H.R. 5585—Financial Netting Im-
provements Act (Roll no. 522). 

‘‘Aye.’’ H. Res. 1078—Congratulations to 
2006 World Series Champions (Roll no. 523). 

f 

CONGRATULATIONS TO LUCRETIA 
JACKSON 

HON. JAMES P. MORAN 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, December 5, 2006 

Mr. MORAN of Virginia. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to congratulate Lucretia Jackson of Al-
exandria, Virginia, on being awarded the 
Washington Post’s Distinguished Education 
Leader Award for 2006. 

As principal of Maury Elementary School in 
Alexandria, Ms. Jackson has led the school’s 
dramatic turnaround. In the four years since 
Maury was ‘‘accredited with warning’’ in four 
content areas, Ms. Jackson has worked tire-
lessly to improve all aspects of school life. 
Since joining the school in 2004, she has 
spent endless hours recruiting a ‘‘dream team’’ 
of teachers for the school, revamping the en-
tire licensed and support staff with dedicated 
and inspiring new staff who were ready to 
work hard and turn the school around. 
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Standards of Learning test scores at Maury 

have improved drastically due to Ms. Jack-
son’s work. Every student at Maury passed 
the science SOL in 2006, compared to only fif-
teen percent in 2003. Similar improvements 
have been seen in math and reading SOL 
scores: Ninety-three percent of students 
passed their reading SOLs compared to only 
forty-five percent in 2003, and eighty-three 
percent passed the math portion compared to 
only thirty-eight in 2003. Ms. Jackson encour-
aged teachers to work closely with students to 
improve these scores, even instituting a ‘‘Se-
cret SOL Supporters’’ program to help encour-
age students through difficult study periods 
with notes and gifts hidden at students’ desks. 

Maury Elementary is now a model example 
for underperforming schools thanks to the 
hard work of Ms. Jackson and her staff. De-
spite an early drop in enrollment after the poor 
test scores of 2003, enrollment has risen right 
along side test scores at Maury. I am sure that 
under Lucretia Jackson’s leadership, the 
school will continue to see immense improve-
ments in the years to come. I ask my col-
leagues to join me in congratulating Ms. Jack-
son on this award and her tremendous suc-
cess. 
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TRIBUTE TO M. ATHALIE RANGE 

HON. KENDRICK B. MEEK 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, December 5, 2006 

Mr. MEEK of Florida. Mr. Speaker, today I 
rise with great sadness to memorialize the late 
M. Athalie Range, who, at age 91, died on 
Tuesday, November 14, 2006. I join our com-
munity, now saddened by the passing of this 
great civil rights icon, who represented all that 
is decent and honorable about our common 
humanity. 

A genuine legend, this eloquent and coura-
geous lady held our disenfranchised commu-
nity together when access to equal justice was 
denied to us. She led the struggle of reason 
and conscience in righting this wrong. 

She was barely 5 feet tall, but she stood in-
domitable against the forces of segregation 
and racism. She was a pioneer in forcing 
equal opportunity and justice for all. M. Athalie 
Range was a beacon who showed the way for 
us in fighting for the rights of others. The mag-
nitude of her courage and the strength of her 
heart defined her will to end inequality and 
discrimination everywhere she found their evil 
vestiges. 

A native Floridian, Ms. Range was born in 
Key West, was educated in Miami, and grad-
uated from the Booker T. Washington High 
School. Her achievements were numerous, 
but a prominent accomplishment was her elec-
tion as the first African-American to the Miami 
City Commission. She was the first Black 
woman ever to head a State agency, ap-
pointed by then-Florida Governor Reuben 
Askew as Secretary of Community Affairs, and 
she was appointed by President Jimmy Carter 
to the National Board of AMTRAK. Her hu-
manitarianism was duly recognized when she 
was given the Silver Medallion Award by the 
Florida chapter of the National Conference of 

Christians and Jews, followed by the Spirit of 
Excellence Award by The Miami Herald. 

‘‘She knew more about politics than anyone 
I knew,’’ said former U.S. Rep. Carrie P. 
Meek. ‘‘She taught me humility, first and fore-
most. She taught me to go out and talk with 
the little people in the community, who no one 
else thought about.’’ 

Mr. Speaker, I find it difficult to write these 
statements on behalf of this ‘‘Grande Dame of 
Public Service’’ without thinking of my many 
wonderful memories of her. The most appro-
priate way I can describe her was that her life 
was as gentle as her words were gracious, 
purposeful and elegant. Her descriptions of 
our challenges as a people were insightful—so 
simple and yet so impeccable that no one 
doubted that we were in the presence of an 
awesome leader whose promise of liberation 
was inspiring. 

This is the legacy left by M. Athalie Range. 
With humble faith, we will now consign her 
back to the God she loved and served. I am 
glad that leaders like M. Athalie Range never 
have to say goodbye, because she will truly 
live on with us. 
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TRIBUTE TO H.B. PLANT HIGH 
SCHOOL GIRLS’ VOLLEYBALL 
TEAM 

HON. JIM DAVIS 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, December 5, 2006 

Mr. DAVIS of Florida. Mr. Speaker, I rise in 
honor of the H.B. Plant High School girls’ 
volleyball players, a powerhouse team who 
just this weekend won its first Class 5A state 
volleyball title since 2003. 

With a 28–2 record, the number one ranked 
Panthers defeated Fort Meyers 25–16, 25–23, 
25–19 in the championship match at The 
Lakeland Center. The team was led by senior 
Christine Williamson’s 14 kills, five blocks and 
12 digs. 

Last season, the Panthers’ march to victory 
was cut short by a heartbreaking loss to Ven-
ice during the state regional semifinals. At the 
beginning of this season, the Panthers made 
their intentions clear by wearing warm-up t- 
shirts that read ‘‘Unfinished Business.’’ ‘‘Unfin-
ished,’’ however, was printed on a strip of 
Velcro, and on Saturday, the team proudly 
tore off ‘‘Unfinished’’ to announce their com-
pleted mission—‘‘Finished Business.’’ 

The Panthers’ victory could not have been 
possible without the tireless efforts of coach 
Leanna Taylor. The team’s final win gave Tay-
lor her first state championship medallion as 
head coach. 

Saturday’s victory marked the culmination of 
countless hours of practice, the team mem-
bers’ unwavering dedication and unmatched 
skill. On behalf of the entire Tampa Bay com-
munity, I commend all the Panthers for their 
championship win. We are all looking forward 
to your next season. 

GEORGETOWN HONORS FATHER 
ROBERT DRINAN 

HON. BARNEY FRANK 
OF MASSACHUSETTS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, December 5, 2006 

Mr. FRANK of Massachusetts. Mr. Speaker, 
on October 23 one of the most accomplished 
and distinguished people to serve in this 
House was the recipient of a wholly deserved 
high honor from one of the leading law 
schools in this country—Georgetown Law 
School. On that day, Georgetown Law School, 
where Father Drinan has taught since leaving 
the House twenty-six years ago, established 
the Robert F. Drinan, S.J., Chair in Human 
Rights. The establishment of this Chair—a 
very significant honor in academia—recog-
nizes the pioneering work that Father Drinan 
did as a Member of this House for ten years, 
and his continued commitment to that great 
work. Few people in our history have had as 
great a dedication to the cause of human 
rights and have been so consistently effective 
in advocating for this cause. Unlike many who 
have tried to make this a partisan issue, Fa-
ther Drinan was equally fierce in his objection 
to human rights violators of the left, right and 
center, and accepted no excuses from those 
who would deny the basic rights of others. 

Mr. Speaker, Father Drinan served here in 
this body for ten years as one of its intellectual 
leaders, having been elected in 1970 as one 
of the most effective opponents at that time of 
the war in Viet Nam. He also played a very 
significant role in the impeachment of Presi-
dent Nixon, insisting that appropriate legal 
standards be applied in that matter. He was 
also a leader in matters that did not divide the 
House on either partisan or ideological lines, 
for example in the field of copyright, where he 
made contributions during that period that re-
main important foundations of our law today. 

Mr. Speaker, when Father Drinan declined 
to run for reelection in 1980 at the direction of 
Pope John Paul II, I was elected to succeed 
him. While I had been aware previously of the 
great respect and affection in which he was 
held by his colleagues, I came to appreciate 
that even more fully when I took the seat he 
had so ably filled in 1981. 

In the years since leaving this body, Father 
Drinan has continued to be a leader in the ap-
plication of religious teachings to important 
moral issues; in lecturing and teaching about 
the law; and of course in continuing his great 
work in the field of human rights. Georgetown 
Law School deserves recognition, Mr. Speak-
er, for establishing this Chair in Father 
Drinan’s name. I congratulate Professor T. 
Alexander Aleinikoff, who will be the first hold-
er of the Chair, and I ask that the discussion 
of Father Drinan’s work included in the pro-
gram announcing the event be printed here so 
that people will understand how important his 
impact has been on the best traditions of our 
country. 

ROBERT F. DRINAN, S.J., CHAIR IN HUMAN 
RIGHTS LAW 

Today, Georgetown Law proudly an-
nounces the creation of the Robert F. 
Drinan, S.J., Chair in Human Rights. Priest, 
scholar, lawyer, politician, activist, ethicist, 
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