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Standards of Learning test scores at Maury 

have improved drastically due to Ms. Jack-
son’s work. Every student at Maury passed 
the science SOL in 2006, compared to only fif-
teen percent in 2003. Similar improvements 
have been seen in math and reading SOL 
scores: Ninety-three percent of students 
passed their reading SOLs compared to only 
forty-five percent in 2003, and eighty-three 
percent passed the math portion compared to 
only thirty-eight in 2003. Ms. Jackson encour-
aged teachers to work closely with students to 
improve these scores, even instituting a ‘‘Se-
cret SOL Supporters’’ program to help encour-
age students through difficult study periods 
with notes and gifts hidden at students’ desks. 

Maury Elementary is now a model example 
for underperforming schools thanks to the 
hard work of Ms. Jackson and her staff. De-
spite an early drop in enrollment after the poor 
test scores of 2003, enrollment has risen right 
along side test scores at Maury. I am sure that 
under Lucretia Jackson’s leadership, the 
school will continue to see immense improve-
ments in the years to come. I ask my col-
leagues to join me in congratulating Ms. Jack-
son on this award and her tremendous suc-
cess. 
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TRIBUTE TO M. ATHALIE RANGE 

HON. KENDRICK B. MEEK 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, December 5, 2006 

Mr. MEEK of Florida. Mr. Speaker, today I 
rise with great sadness to memorialize the late 
M. Athalie Range, who, at age 91, died on 
Tuesday, November 14, 2006. I join our com-
munity, now saddened by the passing of this 
great civil rights icon, who represented all that 
is decent and honorable about our common 
humanity. 

A genuine legend, this eloquent and coura-
geous lady held our disenfranchised commu-
nity together when access to equal justice was 
denied to us. She led the struggle of reason 
and conscience in righting this wrong. 

She was barely 5 feet tall, but she stood in-
domitable against the forces of segregation 
and racism. She was a pioneer in forcing 
equal opportunity and justice for all. M. Athalie 
Range was a beacon who showed the way for 
us in fighting for the rights of others. The mag-
nitude of her courage and the strength of her 
heart defined her will to end inequality and 
discrimination everywhere she found their evil 
vestiges. 

A native Floridian, Ms. Range was born in 
Key West, was educated in Miami, and grad-
uated from the Booker T. Washington High 
School. Her achievements were numerous, 
but a prominent accomplishment was her elec-
tion as the first African-American to the Miami 
City Commission. She was the first Black 
woman ever to head a State agency, ap-
pointed by then-Florida Governor Reuben 
Askew as Secretary of Community Affairs, and 
she was appointed by President Jimmy Carter 
to the National Board of AMTRAK. Her hu-
manitarianism was duly recognized when she 
was given the Silver Medallion Award by the 
Florida chapter of the National Conference of 

Christians and Jews, followed by the Spirit of 
Excellence Award by The Miami Herald. 

‘‘She knew more about politics than anyone 
I knew,’’ said former U.S. Rep. Carrie P. 
Meek. ‘‘She taught me humility, first and fore-
most. She taught me to go out and talk with 
the little people in the community, who no one 
else thought about.’’ 

Mr. Speaker, I find it difficult to write these 
statements on behalf of this ‘‘Grande Dame of 
Public Service’’ without thinking of my many 
wonderful memories of her. The most appro-
priate way I can describe her was that her life 
was as gentle as her words were gracious, 
purposeful and elegant. Her descriptions of 
our challenges as a people were insightful—so 
simple and yet so impeccable that no one 
doubted that we were in the presence of an 
awesome leader whose promise of liberation 
was inspiring. 

This is the legacy left by M. Athalie Range. 
With humble faith, we will now consign her 
back to the God she loved and served. I am 
glad that leaders like M. Athalie Range never 
have to say goodbye, because she will truly 
live on with us. 
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TRIBUTE TO H.B. PLANT HIGH 
SCHOOL GIRLS’ VOLLEYBALL 
TEAM 

HON. JIM DAVIS 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, December 5, 2006 

Mr. DAVIS of Florida. Mr. Speaker, I rise in 
honor of the H.B. Plant High School girls’ 
volleyball players, a powerhouse team who 
just this weekend won its first Class 5A state 
volleyball title since 2003. 

With a 28–2 record, the number one ranked 
Panthers defeated Fort Meyers 25–16, 25–23, 
25–19 in the championship match at The 
Lakeland Center. The team was led by senior 
Christine Williamson’s 14 kills, five blocks and 
12 digs. 

Last season, the Panthers’ march to victory 
was cut short by a heartbreaking loss to Ven-
ice during the state regional semifinals. At the 
beginning of this season, the Panthers made 
their intentions clear by wearing warm-up t- 
shirts that read ‘‘Unfinished Business.’’ ‘‘Unfin-
ished,’’ however, was printed on a strip of 
Velcro, and on Saturday, the team proudly 
tore off ‘‘Unfinished’’ to announce their com-
pleted mission—‘‘Finished Business.’’ 

The Panthers’ victory could not have been 
possible without the tireless efforts of coach 
Leanna Taylor. The team’s final win gave Tay-
lor her first state championship medallion as 
head coach. 

Saturday’s victory marked the culmination of 
countless hours of practice, the team mem-
bers’ unwavering dedication and unmatched 
skill. On behalf of the entire Tampa Bay com-
munity, I commend all the Panthers for their 
championship win. We are all looking forward 
to your next season. 

GEORGETOWN HONORS FATHER 
ROBERT DRINAN 

HON. BARNEY FRANK 
OF MASSACHUSETTS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, December 5, 2006 

Mr. FRANK of Massachusetts. Mr. Speaker, 
on October 23 one of the most accomplished 
and distinguished people to serve in this 
House was the recipient of a wholly deserved 
high honor from one of the leading law 
schools in this country—Georgetown Law 
School. On that day, Georgetown Law School, 
where Father Drinan has taught since leaving 
the House twenty-six years ago, established 
the Robert F. Drinan, S.J., Chair in Human 
Rights. The establishment of this Chair—a 
very significant honor in academia—recog-
nizes the pioneering work that Father Drinan 
did as a Member of this House for ten years, 
and his continued commitment to that great 
work. Few people in our history have had as 
great a dedication to the cause of human 
rights and have been so consistently effective 
in advocating for this cause. Unlike many who 
have tried to make this a partisan issue, Fa-
ther Drinan was equally fierce in his objection 
to human rights violators of the left, right and 
center, and accepted no excuses from those 
who would deny the basic rights of others. 

Mr. Speaker, Father Drinan served here in 
this body for ten years as one of its intellectual 
leaders, having been elected in 1970 as one 
of the most effective opponents at that time of 
the war in Viet Nam. He also played a very 
significant role in the impeachment of Presi-
dent Nixon, insisting that appropriate legal 
standards be applied in that matter. He was 
also a leader in matters that did not divide the 
House on either partisan or ideological lines, 
for example in the field of copyright, where he 
made contributions during that period that re-
main important foundations of our law today. 

Mr. Speaker, when Father Drinan declined 
to run for reelection in 1980 at the direction of 
Pope John Paul II, I was elected to succeed 
him. While I had been aware previously of the 
great respect and affection in which he was 
held by his colleagues, I came to appreciate 
that even more fully when I took the seat he 
had so ably filled in 1981. 

In the years since leaving this body, Father 
Drinan has continued to be a leader in the ap-
plication of religious teachings to important 
moral issues; in lecturing and teaching about 
the law; and of course in continuing his great 
work in the field of human rights. Georgetown 
Law School deserves recognition, Mr. Speak-
er, for establishing this Chair in Father 
Drinan’s name. I congratulate Professor T. 
Alexander Aleinikoff, who will be the first hold-
er of the Chair, and I ask that the discussion 
of Father Drinan’s work included in the pro-
gram announcing the event be printed here so 
that people will understand how important his 
impact has been on the best traditions of our 
country. 

ROBERT F. DRINAN, S.J., CHAIR IN HUMAN 
RIGHTS LAW 

Today, Georgetown Law proudly an-
nounces the creation of the Robert F. 
Drinan, S.J., Chair in Human Rights. Priest, 
scholar, lawyer, politician, activist, ethicist, 
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and one of the nation’s leading advocates for 
international human rights, Father Drinan 
has dedicated his life to humanitarian causes 
and to improving the legal profession. 

A member of the Law Center’s faculty 
since 1981, Father Drinan teaches courses in 
international human rights, constitutional 
law, civil liberties, legislation, legal ethics, 
and professional responsibility. During his 
tenure at Georgetown, he has taught over 
6,000 students. 

Father Drinan earned his B.A. degree in 
1942 and his M.A. degree in 1947 from Boston 
College and his LL.B. in 1949 and LL.M. in 
1951 from Georgetown University Law Cen-
ter. He entered the Society of Jesus while at 
Boston College, and in 1953, he was ordained 
a Jesuit priest. From 1956 to 1970, he served 
as Dean and Professor of Law at Boston Col-
lege Law School. During the ten years be-
tween his deanship and joining the George-
town Law faculty, he served in the United 
States Congress as a Representative from 
Massachusetts, where he was a member of 
various committees and chair of the Sub-
committee on Criminal Justice of the House 
Judiciary Committee. 

Throughout his career, Father Drinan has 
stood as a leading voice in the human rights 
movement. He serves on the boards of nu-
merous organizations devoted to the further-
ance of human rights, including the Inter-
national League for Human Rights, Human 
Rights First, the Council for a Livable World 
Education Fund, Americans for Democratic 
Action, and the NAACP Legal Defense and 
Education Fund. He was a founder of the 
Lawyers’ Alliance for Arms Control and the 
National Interreligious Task Force on Soviet 
Jewry. Father Drinan has traveled the globe, 
both as a member of Congress and as a pri-
vate citizen, on human rights missions to 
Chile, the Philippines, EI Salvador, Guate-
mala, Nicaragua, Argentina, France, and 
Vietnam to document human rights abuses 
and to work for their eradication. He is the 
author of several notable works on human 
rights, including The Mobilization of Shame, 
of which Elie Wiesel said, ‘‘Anyone inter-
ested in human rights will read Robert 
Drinan’s informative, passionate and chal-
lenging book with deep concern and hope.’’ 

In 2004, Father Drinan joined such Amer-
ican legal luminaries as Oliver Wendell 
Holmes, Thurgood Marshall, and Sandra Day 
O’Connor when the American Bar Associa-
tion awarded him its ABA Medal—the orga-
nization’s highest honor—which recognizes 
exceptionally distinguished service to the 
cause of American jurisprudence. The award 
citation notes, ‘‘For more than half a cen-
tury, Father Robert F. Drinan has been an 
esteemed and beloved leader of the bar and a 
fearless advocate for the powerless and op-
pressed around the world. . . . Throughout 
his career, Father Drinan has heeded the call 
for human rights and social justice. With un-
paralleled passion and dedication, he has 
strived to improve the plight of the dis-
advantage and oppressed, and to advance the 
rule of law throughout the world.’’ 

Through the generosity of alumni and 
friends, Georgetown now recognizes and hon-
ors one of its greatest sons, Robert F. 
Drinan, S.J., L’49, L’51, with the creation of 
the Robert F. Drinan, S.J., Chair in Human 
Rights. This meaningful and lasting tribute 
will enable the Law Center to attract teach-
ers, advocates, and scholars who share Fa-
ther Drinan’s passion and concern for lib-
erty, equality of opportunity, and human 
dignity and who will inspire the next genera-
tion of Georgetown Law students to become 
leaders, protectors, and defenders of human 
rights. 

PAYING TRIBUTE TO DR. MIRIAM 
AND SHELDON G. ADELSON 

HON. JON C. PORTER 
OF NEVADA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, December 5, 2006 

Mr. PORTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor longtime philanthropists and community 
supporters, Dr. Miriam and Sheldon G. 
Adelson for their generous contributions to the 
Las Vegas community with the endowment of 
the Adelson School. 

The Adelson School is the first and only 
Jewish High School in the Las Vegas area. 
The Adelson School will provide these stu-
dents the opportunity to further their edu-
cational ambitions by combining rigorous aca-
demic standards with a strong foundation in 
morality and ethics. Opening during the 2007– 
08 school year, the Adelson School will pro-
vide students with state-of-the-art classrooms 
with integrated technology, a performing arts 
center, full-service dining facilities, and a full 
physical education facility. The physical edu-
cation facility will include the only indoor, com-
petitive-size swimming pool in Las Vegas. Dr. 
Miriam and Sheldon G. Adelson donated a 
charitable $25 million gift to establish this insti-
tution. 

Sheldon is the Chairman of the Board and 
principal owner of Las Vegas Sands Corpora-
tion which is the parent company of The Ve-
netian Resort-Hotel-Casino in Las Vegas, Ne-
vada, and the Venetian Macao Limited in 
Macao, China. Throughout his career as a fi-
nancial consultant, Sheldon has created and 
developed over 50 different companies, includ-
ing COMDEX, a tradeshow he developed for 
the computer industry. In 1989, Sheldon pur-
chased the Sands Hotel & Casino in Las 
Vegas and then imploded it in 1991 to develop 
and build the Venetian Resort-Hotel-Casino, 
which has become known as one of the finest 
hotels in the world. Throughout the years, 
Sheldon has received numerous honorary de-
grees and other illustrious awards in recogni-
tion of his business and philanthropy achieve-
ments and success. 

Born in Tel Aviv, Israel, Dr. Miriam Adelson 
has devoted her life to the medical profession 
and helping others in need. Miriam specializes 
in internal and emergency medicine, specifi-
cally chemical dependency and drug addiction. 
She heads both the Dr. Miriam and Sheldon 
G. Adelson Clinics in Tel Aviv, Israel and Las 
Vegas, Nevada, which have successfully treat-
ed thousands of individuals suffering from her-
oin and cocaine drug addictions. She has au-
thored several scientific papers about the ef-
fects of drug addiction on the human immune 
system and she continues to serve on the fac-
ulty of Rockefeller University as a guest re-
searcher. I applaud her commitment to pro-
viding access to quality healthcare and edu-
cation to the residents of Southern Nevada. 

In addition to education and healthcare, Dr. 
and Mr. Adelson are dedicated supporters of 
Yad Vashem and other causes in Israel and 
Jewish communities abroad. As a result of 
their generous support, the Museum of Holo-
caust Art at Yad Vashem was established in 
memory of members of the Zamelson and 
Farbstein families as well as Dr. Adelson’s 

parents, all of whom perished in the Holo-
caust. 

Mr. Speaker, it is with great honor that I rec-
ognize Dr. Miriam and Sheldon G. Adelson for 
their unwavering kindness and generous do-
nations to the communities they strive to im-
prove. They are dedicated to improving the 
quality and the availability of education. The 
Adelson’s enthusiastic commitment to edu-
cation will help students reach new heights of 
achievement with the opening of the Adelson 
School. Dr. Miriam and Sheldon G. Adelson 
have made a profound difference in our com-
munity and we are most fortunate to have 
such wonderful and caring supporters of edu-
cation and health care. Their heartfelt dedica-
tion is commendable and I wish them luck in 
all their future endeavors. 

f 

HONORING PATRICIA THOMPSON 
OF NAPA, CALIFORNIA 

HON. MIKE THOMPSON 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, December 5, 2006 

Mr. THOMPSON of California. Mr. Speaker, 
I rise today to thank Patricia Thompson for 
many years of visionary leadership as the city 
manager of Napa, CA. Pat has been an out-
standing leader for all of us over the 17 years 
she has been with the city, and her hard work 
and dedication will be felt in the many projects 
and improvement she nurtured and brought to 
fruition during that time. 

Mrs. Thompson was born in San Diego and 
attended San Diego State University, where 
she received first a bachelor’s degree and 
then her Masters of Public Administration with 
highest honors. She held a number of jobs 
with cities in Nevada, culminating in 7 years 
as the city manager of Sparks from 1981– 
1988. In 1988, Mrs. Thompson was honored 
by the American Society of Public Administra-
tion as the organizations National Adminis-
trator of the Year. 

The city and people of Napa have benefited 
immensely from Mrs. Thompson’s arrival in 
1989. Among the numerous projects that she 
has spearheaded are infrastructure improve-
ments like the new Highway 29-Trancas inter-
change, new parks, walking paths, and a fire 
station. She has been a leader in attracting 
businesses to the Napa area through a series 
of development projects that have restored 
and expanded commercial spaces in the city. 
On numerous occasions when a decisive lead-
er was needed, she has stepped in as a tem-
porary Director of Emergency Services to 
meet the city’s needs during floods, drought 
and the earthquake. She was the main force 
behind the city of Napa’s effort to pass the 
Measure A Flood Control Sales Tax, and this 
facilitated ongoing developments and improve-
ments to Napa County’s flood control project. 

In addition to her busy roll as city manager, 
Mrs. Thompson has found time to serve on 
numerous local governance and non-profit 
boards. Her participation in these forums has 
allowed the various governments of Napa 
County to better coordinate their efforts. She 
has also served as an Advisory Member to the 
board of the Salvation Army. 
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