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and one of the nation’s leading advocates for 
international human rights, Father Drinan 
has dedicated his life to humanitarian causes 
and to improving the legal profession. 

A member of the Law Center’s faculty 
since 1981, Father Drinan teaches courses in 
international human rights, constitutional 
law, civil liberties, legislation, legal ethics, 
and professional responsibility. During his 
tenure at Georgetown, he has taught over 
6,000 students. 

Father Drinan earned his B.A. degree in 
1942 and his M.A. degree in 1947 from Boston 
College and his LL.B. in 1949 and LL.M. in 
1951 from Georgetown University Law Cen-
ter. He entered the Society of Jesus while at 
Boston College, and in 1953, he was ordained 
a Jesuit priest. From 1956 to 1970, he served 
as Dean and Professor of Law at Boston Col-
lege Law School. During the ten years be-
tween his deanship and joining the George-
town Law faculty, he served in the United 
States Congress as a Representative from 
Massachusetts, where he was a member of 
various committees and chair of the Sub-
committee on Criminal Justice of the House 
Judiciary Committee. 

Throughout his career, Father Drinan has 
stood as a leading voice in the human rights 
movement. He serves on the boards of nu-
merous organizations devoted to the further-
ance of human rights, including the Inter-
national League for Human Rights, Human 
Rights First, the Council for a Livable World 
Education Fund, Americans for Democratic 
Action, and the NAACP Legal Defense and 
Education Fund. He was a founder of the 
Lawyers’ Alliance for Arms Control and the 
National Interreligious Task Force on Soviet 
Jewry. Father Drinan has traveled the globe, 
both as a member of Congress and as a pri-
vate citizen, on human rights missions to 
Chile, the Philippines, EI Salvador, Guate-
mala, Nicaragua, Argentina, France, and 
Vietnam to document human rights abuses 
and to work for their eradication. He is the 
author of several notable works on human 
rights, including The Mobilization of Shame, 
of which Elie Wiesel said, ‘‘Anyone inter-
ested in human rights will read Robert 
Drinan’s informative, passionate and chal-
lenging book with deep concern and hope.’’ 

In 2004, Father Drinan joined such Amer-
ican legal luminaries as Oliver Wendell 
Holmes, Thurgood Marshall, and Sandra Day 
O’Connor when the American Bar Associa-
tion awarded him its ABA Medal—the orga-
nization’s highest honor—which recognizes 
exceptionally distinguished service to the 
cause of American jurisprudence. The award 
citation notes, ‘‘For more than half a cen-
tury, Father Robert F. Drinan has been an 
esteemed and beloved leader of the bar and a 
fearless advocate for the powerless and op-
pressed around the world. . . . Throughout 
his career, Father Drinan has heeded the call 
for human rights and social justice. With un-
paralleled passion and dedication, he has 
strived to improve the plight of the dis-
advantage and oppressed, and to advance the 
rule of law throughout the world.’’ 

Through the generosity of alumni and 
friends, Georgetown now recognizes and hon-
ors one of its greatest sons, Robert F. 
Drinan, S.J., L’49, L’51, with the creation of 
the Robert F. Drinan, S.J., Chair in Human 
Rights. This meaningful and lasting tribute 
will enable the Law Center to attract teach-
ers, advocates, and scholars who share Fa-
ther Drinan’s passion and concern for lib-
erty, equality of opportunity, and human 
dignity and who will inspire the next genera-
tion of Georgetown Law students to become 
leaders, protectors, and defenders of human 
rights. 
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Mr. PORTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor longtime philanthropists and community 
supporters, Dr. Miriam and Sheldon G. 
Adelson for their generous contributions to the 
Las Vegas community with the endowment of 
the Adelson School. 

The Adelson School is the first and only 
Jewish High School in the Las Vegas area. 
The Adelson School will provide these stu-
dents the opportunity to further their edu-
cational ambitions by combining rigorous aca-
demic standards with a strong foundation in 
morality and ethics. Opening during the 2007– 
08 school year, the Adelson School will pro-
vide students with state-of-the-art classrooms 
with integrated technology, a performing arts 
center, full-service dining facilities, and a full 
physical education facility. The physical edu-
cation facility will include the only indoor, com-
petitive-size swimming pool in Las Vegas. Dr. 
Miriam and Sheldon G. Adelson donated a 
charitable $25 million gift to establish this insti-
tution. 

Sheldon is the Chairman of the Board and 
principal owner of Las Vegas Sands Corpora-
tion which is the parent company of The Ve-
netian Resort-Hotel-Casino in Las Vegas, Ne-
vada, and the Venetian Macao Limited in 
Macao, China. Throughout his career as a fi-
nancial consultant, Sheldon has created and 
developed over 50 different companies, includ-
ing COMDEX, a tradeshow he developed for 
the computer industry. In 1989, Sheldon pur-
chased the Sands Hotel & Casino in Las 
Vegas and then imploded it in 1991 to develop 
and build the Venetian Resort-Hotel-Casino, 
which has become known as one of the finest 
hotels in the world. Throughout the years, 
Sheldon has received numerous honorary de-
grees and other illustrious awards in recogni-
tion of his business and philanthropy achieve-
ments and success. 

Born in Tel Aviv, Israel, Dr. Miriam Adelson 
has devoted her life to the medical profession 
and helping others in need. Miriam specializes 
in internal and emergency medicine, specifi-
cally chemical dependency and drug addiction. 
She heads both the Dr. Miriam and Sheldon 
G. Adelson Clinics in Tel Aviv, Israel and Las 
Vegas, Nevada, which have successfully treat-
ed thousands of individuals suffering from her-
oin and cocaine drug addictions. She has au-
thored several scientific papers about the ef-
fects of drug addiction on the human immune 
system and she continues to serve on the fac-
ulty of Rockefeller University as a guest re-
searcher. I applaud her commitment to pro-
viding access to quality healthcare and edu-
cation to the residents of Southern Nevada. 

In addition to education and healthcare, Dr. 
and Mr. Adelson are dedicated supporters of 
Yad Vashem and other causes in Israel and 
Jewish communities abroad. As a result of 
their generous support, the Museum of Holo-
caust Art at Yad Vashem was established in 
memory of members of the Zamelson and 
Farbstein families as well as Dr. Adelson’s 

parents, all of whom perished in the Holo-
caust. 

Mr. Speaker, it is with great honor that I rec-
ognize Dr. Miriam and Sheldon G. Adelson for 
their unwavering kindness and generous do-
nations to the communities they strive to im-
prove. They are dedicated to improving the 
quality and the availability of education. The 
Adelson’s enthusiastic commitment to edu-
cation will help students reach new heights of 
achievement with the opening of the Adelson 
School. Dr. Miriam and Sheldon G. Adelson 
have made a profound difference in our com-
munity and we are most fortunate to have 
such wonderful and caring supporters of edu-
cation and health care. Their heartfelt dedica-
tion is commendable and I wish them luck in 
all their future endeavors. 
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Mr. THOMPSON of California. Mr. Speaker, 
I rise today to thank Patricia Thompson for 
many years of visionary leadership as the city 
manager of Napa, CA. Pat has been an out-
standing leader for all of us over the 17 years 
she has been with the city, and her hard work 
and dedication will be felt in the many projects 
and improvement she nurtured and brought to 
fruition during that time. 

Mrs. Thompson was born in San Diego and 
attended San Diego State University, where 
she received first a bachelor’s degree and 
then her Masters of Public Administration with 
highest honors. She held a number of jobs 
with cities in Nevada, culminating in 7 years 
as the city manager of Sparks from 1981– 
1988. In 1988, Mrs. Thompson was honored 
by the American Society of Public Administra-
tion as the organizations National Adminis-
trator of the Year. 

The city and people of Napa have benefited 
immensely from Mrs. Thompson’s arrival in 
1989. Among the numerous projects that she 
has spearheaded are infrastructure improve-
ments like the new Highway 29-Trancas inter-
change, new parks, walking paths, and a fire 
station. She has been a leader in attracting 
businesses to the Napa area through a series 
of development projects that have restored 
and expanded commercial spaces in the city. 
On numerous occasions when a decisive lead-
er was needed, she has stepped in as a tem-
porary Director of Emergency Services to 
meet the city’s needs during floods, drought 
and the earthquake. She was the main force 
behind the city of Napa’s effort to pass the 
Measure A Flood Control Sales Tax, and this 
facilitated ongoing developments and improve-
ments to Napa County’s flood control project. 

In addition to her busy roll as city manager, 
Mrs. Thompson has found time to serve on 
numerous local governance and non-profit 
boards. Her participation in these forums has 
allowed the various governments of Napa 
County to better coordinate their efforts. She 
has also served as an Advisory Member to the 
board of the Salvation Army. 
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