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at the beautiful Calamigos Ranch in 
Malibu, where they exchanged their 
vows surrounded by family and friends. 

The groom, as we all know, is a fine 
and thoughtful gentleman who serves 
his constituents in southern California 
with great distinction, and is a dear 
friend to many of us. The bride is also 
a charming and wonderful individual. 
She does important work in the Office 
of Global Anti-Semitism at the State 
Department. 

Now, I am sorry the newlyweds must 
spend their honeymoon here in the 
lame duck session, but I know they 
have a more romantic trip planned in 
the near future. I want to congratulate 
Lisa’s father and stepmother, Robert 
and Peggy Kaplan, and honor the mem-
ory of her mother, Carol Weisberg. 

I also want to honor the memory of 
BRAD’s father, Maurice Sherman, and 
congratulate his mom, my dear friend 
Lane Sherman. To Lisa and BRAD, we 
wish you a life together of health and 
happiness. Mazel Tov. 

f 

THE ECONOMY AND THE DEFICIT 

(Mr. CARDOZA asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. CARDOZA. Madam Speaker, the 
past few years the Republican rule in 
Washington has left our Nation se-
verely crippled with debt. Reckless fis-
cal policies have turned record sur-
pluses into record deficits in 6 short 
years. Democrats believe that fiscal re-
sponsibility is a crucial ingredient in 
good government. 

When we assume the majority in 
Congress next year, Democrats in this 
body will implement a pay-as-you-go 
plan for spending that will put our Na-
tion back on the right financial path. 
Pay-as-you-go is the policy that helped 
us create those record surpluses in the 
late 1990s, surpluses that have been 
eliminated with tax breaks for the 
wealthiest few over the last 6 years. We 
must be accountable for every dollar 
that is allocated through this Con-
gress, not constantly passing massive 
debt on to our children and grand-
children. 

Madam Speaker, after Republicans 
refused to live up to their promises of 
fiscal restraint, the American people 
turned to Democrats to get our Na-
tion’s books out of the red. When the 
next Congress begins, we will start the 
process by using commonsense meas-
ures such as pay-as-you-go. 

f 

RAISING THE MINIMUM WAGE 

(Ms. LEE asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Ms. LEE. Madam Speaker, with the 
holiday season in full swing, many 
American families are feeling the 
strain on their family finances. This is 
especially true for the millions of 

Americans who work full time for min-
imum wage and only earn about $10,700 
a year. The minimum wage in this Na-
tion is currently at its lowest level in 
50 years when adjusted for inflation. 

Yet Republicans have continually re-
fused to raise the pay of these full-time 
workers who struggle to make ends 
meet while facing a rapidly rising cost 
of living. An hourly wage of $5.15 an 
hour is simply not a fair living wage 
for anyone. Democrats have fought for 
years to raise the minimum wage to 
$7.25 an hour, a move that would posi-
tively benefit 7.3 million Americans. 
Madam Speaker, last month the Amer-
ican people showed their overwhelming 
support for this much-needed increase 
by voting for a Democratic majority in 
Congress and passing the minimum 
wage increase ballot initiatives in sev-
eral States. Within the first 100 hours 
of the next Congress, Democrats will 
pass this important and long overdue 
legislation. Let’s raise the minimum 
wage now. 

f 

WELCOME CHANGE AT THE 
DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE 

(Mr. PAYNE asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. PAYNE. Madam Speaker, as a 
strong opponent of the war in Iraq 
from the very beginning, I welcome the 
change in leadership at the Depart-
ment of Defense. After years of hearing 
shifting rationales for the preemptive 
military strike launched by the Bush 
administration, the American public 
deserves a realistic evaluation of the 
conflict which has cost thousands of 
American and Iraqi lives. 

It was sobering to hear Robert Gates, 
the nominee for Secretary of Defense, 
acknowledge yesterday that we are not 
winning the war in Iraq despite re-
peated reassurances to the contrary by 
the former Defense Secretary. Those of 
us who made the case in October of 2002 
that we should not rush to war until 
the weapons inspectors had completed 
their work are deeply saddened that 
this unnecessary war has taken such a 
heavy toll and diminished the standing 
of the United States around the world. 

I look forward to examining the rec-
ommendations of the bipartisan Iraq 
Study Group so that we can try to find 
our way out of this quagmire that was 
created by the rush to war based on 
faulty or, even worse, deliberately dis-
torted intelligence. 

f 

DO-NOTHING CONGRESS 

(Mr. MORAN of Virginia asked and 
was given permission to address the 
House for 1 minute and to revise and 
extend his remarks.) 

Mr. MORAN of Virginia. Madam 
Speaker, this year’s Republican Con-
gress was dubbed the most do-nothing 
Congress of all time, because it refused 

to do its job. Every year, at the very 
least, Congress is supposed to pass a 
budget and the 10 appropriation bills 
that fund the Federal Government. The 
Republicans never agreed on a budget 
resolution, and to date only two of the 
10 appropriations bills have been signed 
into law. 

Congressional Republicans plan to 
adjourn this week without passing the 
eight other bills. It doesn’t matter that 
we are already 2 months into the 2007 
fiscal year. It doesn’t matter to them 
apparently that important spending de-
cisions need to be made for crucial 
health care, education, transportation 
and environmental programs. Congres-
sional Republicans simply refuse to do 
the job they were sent here to do. 

Instead, they want to punt all of 
these funding decisions to the next 
Democratic Congress, giving us only a 
month to address the 2007 budget be-
fore the President sends us his 2008 
budget recommendations. This is not 
the way Congress is supposed to work. 
The American people rightfully re-
jected a do-nothing Congress that con-
tinues to live up to its name. 

f 

LAME DUCK CONGRESS WADDLES 
TO AN IRRESPONSIBLE CLOSE 

(Mr. PALLONE asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. PALLONE. Madam Speaker, last 
month Americans went to the voting 
booth to voice their displeasure with 
the most do-nothing Congress in our 
Nation’s history. It was bad enough the 
Republican Congress rejected our ef-
forts to increase the minimum wage, to 
prevent Big Oil from price-gouging the 
American consumer, and to prevent 
seniors from falling into the prescrip-
tion drug doughnut hole. 

But now the most do-nothing Con-
gress of all time prepares to leave 
Washington without passing a budget 
for the current fiscal year. Under the 
headline, ‘‘The lame duck Congress 
waddles to an irresponsible close,’’ the 
Washington Post yesterday wrote, and 
I quote, ‘‘We understand the political 
temptation to do mischief by doing 
nothing, but this is a gross abdication 
of lawmakers’ fundamental responsibil-
ities. It creates enormous problems 
across the broad spectrum of Federal 
agencies which have no assurance 
about what their final spending allow-
ances will be.’’ 

House Republicans refuse to do their 
job and have decided to throw their 
budget mess to the new Democratic 
Congress. Talk about being irrespon-
sible. 

f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mrs. 
MILLER of Michigan). Pursuant to 
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clause 8 of rule XX, the Chair will post-
pone further proceedings today on mo-
tions to suspend the rules on which a 
recorded vote or the yeas and nays are 
ordered, or on which the vote is ob-
jected to under clause 6 of rule XX. 

Record votes on postponed questions 
will be taken later today. 

f 

EXPORT-IMPORT BANK 
REAUTHORIZATION ACT OF 2006 
Mrs. BIGGERT. Madam Speaker, I 

move to suspend the rules and pass the 
Senate bill (S. 3938) to reauthorize the 
Export-Import Bank of the United 
States, as amended. 

The Clerk read as follows: 
S. 3938 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE; TABLE OF CONTENTS. 

(a) SHORT TITLE.—This Act may be cited as 
the ‘‘Export-Import Bank Reauthorization 
Act of 2006’’. 

(b) TABLE OF CONTENTS.— 
Sec. 1. Short title; table of contents. 
Sec. 2. Extension of authority. 
Sec. 3. Sub-Saharan Africa Advisory Com-

mittee. 
Sec. 4. Extension of authority to provide fi-

nancing for the export of non-
lethal defense articles or serv-
ices the primary end use of 
which will be for civilian pur-
poses. 

Sec. 5. Designation of sensitive commercial 
sectors and products. 

Sec. 6. Increasing exports by small business. 
Sec. 7. Anti-circumvention. 
Sec. 8. Transparency. 
Sec. 9. Aggregate loan, guarantee, and in-

surance authority. 
Sec. 10. Tied aid credit program. 
Sec. 11. Prohibition on assistance to develop 

or promote certain railway con-
nections and railway-related 
connections. 

Sec. 12. Process for notifying applicants of 
application status; implementa-
tion of Ex-Im Online. 

Sec. 13. Competitiveness initiatives. 
Sec. 14. Office of financing for socially and 

economically disadvantaged 
small business concerns and 
small business concerns owned 
by women. 

Sec. 15. Governance. 
Sec. 16. Sense of Congress regarding multi- 

buyer insurance and capital 
guarantee programs. 

Sec. 17. Sense of Congress regarding office of 
renewable energy promotion. 

Sec. 18. Environmental matters. 
Sec. 19. Government Accountability Office 

study of bank performance 
standards for assistance to 
small businesses, especially 
those owned by social and eco-
nomically disadvantaged indi-
viduals and those owned by 
women. 

Sec. 20. Reports. 
Sec. 21. Study of how Export-Import Bank 

could assist United States ex-
porters to meet import needs of 
new or impoverished democ-
racies; report. 

SEC. 2. EXTENSION OF AUTHORITY. 
Section 7 of the Export-Import Bank Act of 

1945 (12 U.S.C. 635f) is amended by striking 
‘‘2006’’ and inserting ‘‘2011’’. 

SEC. 3. SUB-SAHARAN AFRICA ADVISORY COM-
MITTEE. 

(a) EXTENSION OF AUTHORITY.—Section 
2(b)(9)(B)(iii) of the Export-Import Bank Act 
of 1945 (12 U.S.C. 635(b)(9)(B)(iii)) is amended 
by striking ‘‘2006’’ and inserting ‘‘2011’’. 

(b) IMPROVED LIAISON WITH AFRICAN RE-
GIONAL FINANCIAL INSTITUTIONS.— 

(1) MASTER GUARANTEE AGREEMENTS.— 
Within 1 year after the date of the enact-
ment of this Act, the Export-Import Bank of 
the United States shall seek to ensure that 
there is in effect a contract between each ap-
proved lender in Africa and the Bank, which 
sets forth the Bank’s guarantee under-
takings and related obligations between the 
Bank and each lender. 

(2) REPORT ON WORKING RELATIONSHIPS WITH 
THE AFRICAN DEVELOPMENT BANK, THE AFRI-
CAN EXPORT-IMPORT BANK, AND OTHER INSTITU-
TIONS.—Section 2(b)(9) of such Act (12 U.S.C. 
635(b)(9)) is amended by adding at the end the 
following: 

‘‘(C) The Bank shall include in the annual 
report to the Congress submitted under sec-
tion 8(a) a separate section that contains a 
report on the efforts of the Bank to— 

‘‘(i) improve its working relationships with 
the African Development Bank, the African 
Export-Import Bank, and other institutions 
in the region that are relevant to the pur-
poses of subparagraph (A) of this paragraph; 
and 

‘‘(ii) coordinate closely with the United 
States Foreign Service and Foreign Commer-
cial Service, and with the overall strategy of 
the United States Government for economic 
engagement with Africa pursuant to the Af-
rican Growth and Opportunity Act.’’. 

(c) INCREASING THE NUMBER OF QUALIFIED 
AFRICAN ENTITIES.—Section 2(b)(9) of such 
Act (12 U.S.C. 635(b)(9)), as amended by sub-
section (b), is amended by adding at the end 
the following: 

‘‘(D) Consistent with the requirement that 
the Bank obtain a reasonable assurance of 
repayment in connection with each trans-
action the Bank supports, the Bank shall, in 
consultation with the entities described in 
subparagraph (C), seek to qualify a greater 
number of appropriate African entities for 
participation in programs of the Bank.’’. 
SEC. 4. EXTENSION OF AUTHORITY TO PROVIDE 

FINANCING FOR THE EXPORT OF 
NONLETHAL DEFENSE ARTICLES OR 
SERVICES THE PRIMARY END USE 
OF WHICH WILL BE FOR CIVILIAN 
PURPOSES. 

Section 1(c) of Public Law 103–428 (12 
U.S.C. 635 note; 108 Stat. 4376) is amended by 
striking ‘‘2001’’ and inserting ‘‘2011’’. 
SEC. 5. DESIGNATION OF SENSITIVE COMMER-

CIAL SECTORS AND PRODUCTS. 
Section 2(e) of the Export-Import Bank Act 

of 1945 (12 U.S.C. 635(e)) is amended by adding 
at the end the following new paragraph: 

‘‘(5) DESIGNATION OF SENSITIVE COMMERCIAL 
SECTORS AND PRODUCTS.—Not later than 120 
days after the date of the enactment of this 
Act, the Bank shall submit a list to the Com-
mittee on Banking, Housing, and Urban Af-
fairs of the Senate and the Committee on Fi-
nancial Services of the House of Representa-
tives, which designates sensitive commercial 
sectors and products with respect to which 
the provision of financing support by the 
Bank is deemed unlikely by the President of 
the Bank due to the significant potential for 
a determination that such financing support 
would result in an adverse economic impact 
on the United States. The President of the 
Bank shall review on an annual basis there-
after the list of sensitive commercial sectors 
and products and the Bank shall submit an 
updated list to the Committee on Banking, 

Housing, and Urban Affairs of the Senate and 
the Committee on Financial Services of the 
House of Representatives of such sectors and 
products.’’. 
SEC. 6. INCREASING EXPORTS BY SMALL BUSI-

NESS. 
(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 3 of the Export- 

Import Bank Act of 1945 (12 U.S.C. 635a) is 
amended by adding at the end the following: 

‘‘(f) SMALL BUSINESS DIVISION.— 
‘‘(1) ESTABLISHMENT.—There is established 

a Small Business Division (in this subsection 
referred to as the ‘Division’) within the Bank 
in order to— 

‘‘(A) carry out the provisions of subpara-
graphs (E) and (I) of section 2(b)(1) relating 
to outreach, feedback, product improvement, 
and transaction advocacy for small business 
concerns (as defined in section 3(a) of the 
Small Business Act); 

‘‘(B) advise and seek feedback from small 
business concerns on the opportunities and 
benefits for small business concerns in the fi-
nancing products offered by the Bank, with 
particular emphasis on conducting outreach, 
enhancing the tailoring of products to small 
business needs and increasing loans to small 
business concerns; 

‘‘(C) maintain liaison with the Small Busi-
ness Administration and other departments 
and agencies in matters affecting small busi-
ness concerns; and 

‘‘(D) provide oversight of the development, 
implementation, and operation of tech-
nology improvements to strengthen small 
business outreach, including the technology 
improvement required by section 
2(b)(1)(E)(x). 

‘‘(2) MANAGEMENT.—The President of the 
Bank shall appoint an officer, who shall rank 
not lower than senior vice president and 
whose sole executive function shall be to 
manage the Division. The officer shall— 

‘‘(A) have substantial recent experience in 
financing exports by small business con-
cerns; and 

‘‘(B) advise the Board, particularly the di-
rector appointed under section 3(c)(8)(B) to 
represent the interests of small business, on 
matters of interest to, and concern for, small 
business. 

‘‘(g) SMALL BUSINESS SPECIALISTS.— 
‘‘(1) DEDICATED PERSONNEL.—The President 

of the Bank shall ensure that each operating 
division within the Bank has staff that spe-
cializes in processing transactions that pri-
marily benefit small business concerns (as 
defined in section 3(a) of the Small Business 
Act). 

‘‘(2) RESPONSIBILITIES.—The small business 
specialists shall be involved in all aspects of 
processing applications for loans, guaran-
tees, and insurance to support exports by 
small business concerns, including the ap-
proval or disapproval, or staff recommenda-
tions of approval or disapproval, as applica-
ble, of such applications. In carrying out 
these responsibilities, the small business 
specialists shall consider the unique business 
requirements of small businesses and shall 
develop exporter performance criteria tai-
lored to small business exporters. 

‘‘(3) APPROVAL AUTHORITY.—In an effort to 
maximize the speed and efficiency with 
which the Bank processes transactions pri-
marily benefitting small business concerns, 
the small business specialists shall be au-
thorized to approve applications for working 
capital loans and guarantees, and insurance 
in accordance with policies and procedures 
established by the Board. It is the sense of 
Congress that the policies and procedures 
should not prohibit, where appropriate, 
small business specialists from approving ap-
plications for working capital loans and 
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