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was certainly too short, his accom-
plishments as a Baptist preacher and 
community advocate will long be re-
membered. 

Dr. Wilkins was only 17 years old 
when he answered the call to the min-
istry, and in the next 18 years as a pas-
tor, most recently at Cartersville First 
Baptist Church, he spread his passion 
for education and a firm commitment 
for fulfilling the spiritual needs of his 
congregation. Dr. Wilkins also was 
deeply involved in the Cartersville 
community, serving as a member of the 
Bartow County Rotary Club, the 
United Way Allocations Board and the 
Good Neighbor Homeless Shelter 
Board. 

Indeed, everyone whose life was 
touched by Dr. Wilkins is indebted to 
his enthusiasm for service and his out-
reach for education. Mr. Speaker, I ask 
you to join me in honoring the memory 
of Stan Wilkins, an outstanding mem-
ber of the Cartersville community. 

f 

DEVELOP NEW ENERGY 
SOLUTIONS 

(Mr. MILLER of North Carolina 
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute.) 

Mr. MILLER of North Carolina. Mr. 
Speaker, the Republican solution to 
our energy needs is to drill anywhere 
no matter what. We desperately need 
to develop new energy technologies, 
but those efforts have been minuscule. 
Instead the Republican Congress has 
given massive tax breaks to all compa-
nies, as if they need any more incen-
tive. 

The profits of the five largest oil 
companies in America, ExxonMobil, 
Chevron, Texaco, Conoco, Phillips, BP 
and Shell, were $342.4 billion in just the 
first quarter of this year. Next year, 
those companies are going to have 
some explaining to do. In the first 100 
hours of the new Congress, we are 
going to take the tax breaks and sub-
sidies that this Congress has thrown at 
oil companies and invest them instead 
in the new energy technologies that 
are the real solution to our energy 
needs. 

Mr. Speaker, a real energy agenda is 
coming. 

Mr. Speaker, it is unfortunate that 
Ms. PRYCE of Ohio apparently does not 
bet on college basketball. 

f 

LINCOLN UNIVERSITY MEN’S 
BASKETBALL TEAM 

(Mr. PITTS asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. PITTS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize an amazing performance 
by the men’s basketball team at Lin-
coln University in Chester County, 
Pennsylvania. 

Last Saturday, the Lincoln Lions set 
an NCAA Division III record by scoring 

an astounding 201 points in a single 
game to beat Ohio State-Marion, 201– 
78. The Lions’ unbelievable point total 
shattered the previous point record by 
almost 30 points. The game also set the 
record for the greatest margin of vic-
tory and most points scored in a half. 

On their way to their historic win, 
Lincoln guard Sam Wylie set some 
records of his own. The senior knocked 
down 21 three-pointers, the most ever 
in NCAA Division III, and finished the 
game with 69 points, a school record. I 
congratulate the players and coaching 
staff of Lincoln University’s men’s bas-
ketball team on a historic perform-
ance. 

f 

TIME FOR A NEW DIRECTION IN 
IRAQ 

(Mr. PALLONE asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, for 
months now, President Bush has re-
fused to listen to anyone outside of his 
war cabinet and for any counsel on the 
war in Iraq. Yesterday, the bipartisan 
Iraq Study Group came to the sobering 
conclusion that the situation in Iraq is 
grave and deteriorating. 

We lost 10 soldiers in Iraq yesterday. 
We have lost more than 30 soldiers al-
ready this month. I had hoped that the 
President would begin to reconsider his 
course after the November election, 
but the President continues to say that 
American troops will remain in Iraq 
after he leaves office in 2 years. This is 
simply unacceptable. We must begin 
the process of redeploying our troops 
out of Iraq now. 

The Iraqi Prime Minister was correct 
when he said that the war can only be 
won politically, and, therefore, it is 
time for us to bring our troops home. It 
is time for the politicians in Iraq to 
begin to work together to bring an end 
to the civil war and for the inter-
national community, particularly 
Iraq’s neighbors, to work with Iraqi 
leaders to stabilize the Nation. Our 
troops have done everything they can, 
and it is now up to the Iraqis to take 
complete control of their country. 

f 

HONORING SPEAKER HASTERT 

(Mr. DREIER asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. DREIER. Mr. Speaker, 8 years 
ago this month this House was in a 
great crisis. We had had a Speaker of 
the House who chose to resign. The Re-
publican Conference selected a new 
Speaker, he chose to resign, and we as 
Members came together and called on 
J. Dennis Hastert to become Speaker of 
the House of Representatives. 

It was a difficult time. We were in 
the midst of considering articles of im-
peachment, and we continued to face 
many great challenges ahead. As we 

marked earlier this year, Dennis 
Hastert became, following that crisis 8 
years ago this month, the longest-serv-
ing Republican Speaker in the history 
of the U.S. House of Representatives. 

During that period of time, Mr. 
Speaker, we know that we have gone 
through some amazing changes and 
faced some real difficulties. 

Today marks the 65th anniversary of 
the bombing of Pearl Harbor and one 
can’t help but think about the attack 
on September 11, 2001. We have not had 
an attack on this soil, on our soil, in 
large part due to the leadership that 
Dennis Hastert has provided in ensur-
ing that our homeland is secure. Today 
we got the report of a reduction in un-
employment claims, and that number, 
a huge drop, is further indication of the 
strong and growing economy that is in 
place because of the actions and the 
leadership of Dennis Hastert. 

Mr. Speaker, I think it is important 
for us to note that while Denny Hastert 
is going to remain a Member of this 
House and provide advice and counsel 
to all of us, Democrats and Repub-
licans alike, I think it is very, very ap-
propriate as we look at the waning 
days of this 109th Congress to recognize 
his amazing and wonderful accomplish-
ments on behalf of the American people 
and this institution. 

f 

WELCOMING THE FIRST LADY OF 
AZERBAIJAN 

(Ms. SEKULA GIBBS asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
her remarks.) 

Ms. SEKULA GIBBS. Mr. Speaker, 
yesterday I had the distinct pleasure of 
meeting the First Lady of Azerbaijan, 
Dr. Mehriban Aliyev, and several indi-
viduals of her Parliament who were 
traveling with her. They were received 
in the office of Senator KAY BAILEY 
HUTCHISON, who hosted a reception for 
the First Lady of Azerbaijan. 

Azerbaijan is a growing democracy 
and one that has a strategic relation-
ship with the United States, in that it 
shares troops with the United States 
and other countries in Kosovo, Afghan-
istan and Iraq, and they support the ef-
forts to work combating global ter-
rorism. They also help to play a key 
role in securing dependable energy sup-
plies to countries, including the United 
States. 

The Caspian Sea Republic of Azer-
baijan is rapidly modernizing and de-
veloping its offshore energy sector, in-
cluding gas pipelines, which have been 
very beneficial to its economic growth. 

Here in the United States, I would 
add that my district in Houston, Sugar 
Land is particularly aware of the im-
portance of developing new sources of 
energy and expanding our global reach 
for energy production for our country. 

We also recognize that as an emerg-
ing democracy, Azerbaijan would like 
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