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report, number one, the total cost of 
spending initiatives in defense appro-
priations bills; two, the purpose of 
these initiatives; and, three, an anal-
ysis of the usefulness of each initiative 
to advancing the goals of the Depart-
ment of Defense. While there are no re-
quirements directing what Congress 
must do with this report card, it will 
provide Members of Congress with a 
helpful tool by which to determine the 
value and cost effectiveness of each de-
fense spending initiative. This trans-
parency will also encourage greater ac-
countability in the funding process, 
which voters in both parties will truly 
appreciate. 

In recent months we have seen the 
potential to abuse power that can re-
sult from a closed-door favoritism ap-
proach to government spending. Most 
people will agree that a little sunshine 
on the Federal appropriations process, 
as well as the authorizing process, and, 
by the way, this bill covers any House 
initiative that requires the Depart-
ment of Defense to spend money, is al-
ways a good thing; and this bill takes 
an important step towards that goal. 
We should not be afraid of trans-
parency but, rather, support it for the 
benefit of our troops and the integrity 
of the Congress. 

Again, let me thank our leadership 
and Chairman HUNTER for bringing this 
bill to the floor. 

I would like to address a few other 
questions that have been raised by 
many of our distinguished leaders here. 
My position is actually closer to Chair-
man HUNTER’s position, which is I sup-
port this bill as does Chairman 
HUNTER, but I do not oppose what 
would be called earmarks or congres-
sional narratives. I, in fact, have many 
defense contractors in my district. I 
annually make requests to the Appro-
priations Committee. I work with the 
defense authorizations committee. In 
fact, almost every major defense con-
tractor has a facility in my district. I 
have argued with the Department of 
Defense about what they have as their 
priorities. I absolutely believe Con-
gress has the right to initiate whatever 
spending we so chose. We have the 
right to override the Department of 
Defense. We have a right to plus-up the 
Department of Defense. And, by the 
way, anything that is in the Presi-
dent’s budget that comes to us we can 
plus-up and it isn’t covered by the re-
port card. But I believe in trans-
parency. I release every request I 
make. I defend publicly every request I 
make. 

This bill is very simple. It is about 
transparency. It isn’t about whether or 
not we are going to do congressional 
initiatives. Of course we are. If Chair-
man HUNTER and our ranking member 
and soon-to-be leader of Armed Serv-
ices, Mr. SKELTON, hadn’t fought the 
Defense Department on certain things, 
sometimes the Defense Department 

does not support the troops in the field. 
In the Appropriations Committee 
sometimes they appropriate things 
that aren’t needed, but there is nothing 
to fear then. If you can defend it, that 
the generals in the field and that the 
military experts believe it is a better 
bill, why would you be afraid of trans-
parency? 

Now, to the argument of report cards, 
we do report cards. We do report cards 
and it doesn’t take millions and mil-
lions of dollars and hours and hours to 
do report cards. And we have done re-
port cards on multiple things over in 
the Government Reform Committee. 
We have done it in other agencies. It is 
a way that we can force a public meas-
urement and a public debate about how 
contracts are given. Should they be 
given just on the basis of what is in 
your district or should they have a na-
tional merit? Can you defend it on a 
national merit? When we debate which 
kind of planes to move to, whether we 
go to more this kind of carrier or that 
kind of carrier, how many ships we 
buy, should it be driven by who has a 
shipbuilding district and whether one 
place is going to close down versus an-
other, that should be a public debate. 
And if the administration and the 
House disagree, let us force that debate 
and have that transparency. Because at 
the end of the day, this bill is very, 
very simple: Do you believe in more 
transparency or don’t you? 

I appreciated my distinguished friend 
Mr. SKELTON’s point on the Inspector 
General in Iraq. Yes, we need more In-
spectors General in general. That is 
just part of the problem. We have lost 
the confidence, both parties, of the 
American people about the process. 
Those of us who are arguing for what is 
best for our troops, what is best to pro-
tect our country have nothing to fear, 
absolutely nothing to fear from trans-
parency. 

Mr. GARRETT of New Jersey. Mr. Speaker, 
I am pleased to speak today in favor of Mr. 
SOUDER’S commonsense legislation. As de-
fense spending takes up a great percentage of 
Federal spending each year and is perhaps 
the most complex spending issue we confront 
in Congress, it is past time for us to have a 
clear tool to determine the effectiveness of the 
billions of dollars we spend each year. 

One of the difficulties in accounting for De-
fense spending is just trying to figure out the 
total amount of funds spent. Representative 
SOUDER’S legislation will require the Depart-
ment of Defense to provide to us a clear num-
ber of how much is spent each year. 

Earlier this year, in my position as a mem-
ber of the Budget Committee, I wrote Sec-
retary Rumsfeld decrying the poor condition of 
financial management at the Department. 
When this administration took office, DOD an-
nounced it was adding $100 million to the 
budget as a down payment on improved finan-
cial management; and yet, Deputy Secretary 
of Defense England testified before the com-
mittee that the department was unable to com-
plete a proper financial statement. Additionally, 

the GAO has reported that the Department 
has failed on being able to track the spending 
we have provided in supplemental appropria-
tions despite the Chief Financial Officers Act 
of 1990, mandating that departments must be 
able to perform this kind of recordkeeping. 

As Congress will likely consider another 
supplemental package of possibly more than 
$100 billion early next year, it is critical that 
we, as legislators, have the tools to determine 
whether this money is being well-spent. Funds 
allocated to the Department of Defense are di-
rectly responsible for the safety of our soldiers 
who are risking their lives defending our free-
dom. We have a duty to ensure that this 
spending is free of waste, fraud, and abuse. 

I congratulate the gentleman on a well-con-
structed and critical bill and urge its immediate 
passage. 

Mr. SOUDER. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
back the balance of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from California (Mr. 
HUNTER) that the House suspend the 
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 6375. 

The question was taken. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the 

opinion of the Chair, two-thirds of 
those voting have responded in the af-
firmative. 

Mr. SKELTON. Mr. Speaker, on that 
I demand the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-

ant to clause 8 of rule XX and the 
Chair’s prior announcement, further 
proceedings on this question will be 
postponed. 

f 

NAMING OF ARMED FORCES READ-
INESS CENTER IN HONOR OF 
CAPTAIN WILLIAM WYLIE GALT 
Mr. HUNTER. Mr. Speaker, I move to 

suspend the rules and pass the Senate 
bill (S. 3759) to name the Armed Forces 
Readiness Center in Great Falls, Mon-
tana, in honor of Captain William 
Wylie Galt, a recipient of the Congres-
sional Medal of Honor. 

The Clerk read as follows: 
S. 3759 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. NAMING OF ARMED FORCES READI-

NESS CENTER IN GREAT FALLS, 
MONTANA, IN HONOR OF CAPTAIN 
WILLIAM WYLIE GALT, A RECIPIENT 
OF THE CONGRESSIONAL MEDAL OF 
HONOR. 

The Armed Forces Readiness Center in 
Great Falls, Montana, shall be known and 
designated as the ‘‘Captain William Wylie 
Galt Great Falls Armed Forces Readiness 
Center’’. Any reference in a law, map, regu-
lation, document, paper, or other record of 
the United States to such facility shall be 
deemed to be a reference to the Captain Wil-
liam Wylie Galt Great Falls Armed Forces 
Readiness Center. 

b 1330 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-

ant to the rule, the gentleman from 
California (Mr. HUNTER) and the gen-
tleman from Missouri (Mr. SKELTON) 
each will control 20 minutes. 
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The Chair recognizes the gentleman 

from California. 
GENERAL LEAVE 

Mr. HUNTER. Mr. Speaker, I ask 
unanimous consent that all Members 
have 5 legislative days within which to 
revise and extend their remarks on the 
legislation under consideration. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from California? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. HUNTER. I would also at this 

time like to yield the balance of my 
time, after I finish my opening re-
marks, to the gentleman from Montana 
(Mr. REHBERG), who was the sponsor of 
this bill, and I ask unanimous consent 
that he be allowed to control the time 
for purposes of debate. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from California? 

There was no objection. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-

tleman may proceed. 
Mr. HUNTER. Thank you, Mr. Speak-

er. 
Mr. Speaker, this is one of these bills 

that it is good to go out on as we close 
down this session of Congress. This is 
an excellent initiative by my good 
friend from Montana to name the 
Armed Forces Readiness Center in 
Great Falls, Montana, in honor of Cap-
tain William Wylie Galt, who was a re-
cipient of the Congressional Medal of 
Honor. 

Mr. Speaker, we just had a hearing 
under the leadership of JOHN MCHUGH, 
who is the outgoing chairman of the 
Personnel Subcommittee in Armed 
Services on the Medal of Honor and on 
the criteria for the award. And we had 
some initiatives, some good discussions 
with our service representatives on en-
suring that we have the appropriate 
guidelines for giving this great medal. 
And it was an uplifting hearing, be-
cause it is a hearing in which the acts 
of Americans who went far beyond the 
call of duty were reviewed and were 
discussed. 

Mr. Speaker, I think anytime some-
body passes this, walks by the Armed 
Forces Readiness Center in Great 
Falls, Montana, and they see that it is 
named after Captain Galt, they are 
going to be reminded, perhaps inspired, 
of his heroism. 

The Congressional Medal of Honor is 
a symbol of adherence to duty, honor 
and country; and I think it is abso-
lutely appropriate that we name, with 
this dwindling pool of Medal of Honor 
recipients, and the gentleman, as a vet-
eran of the United States Army knows, 
we now have a very small pool of living 
Medal of Honor winners. So I think 
that wherever it is possible to name 
our buildings and our institutions and 
installations after Medal of Honor re-
cipients, it is a point of inspiration for 
young people that will be enduring. 

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. SKELTON. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
myself such time as I may consume. 

I fully support Senate bill 3759. It es-
tablishes an Armed Forces Readiness 
Center in Great Falls, Montana, as a 
memorial to Captain William Wylie 
Galt. And reading his resume, reading 
his citation, receiving the Medal of 
Honor, it is one of courage and selfless 
sacrifice. There is no question in my 
mind this is a very good gesture, as it 
should be more often, to those who ex-
hibited the highest type of valor for 
our country. 

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. REHBERG. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
myself such time as I may consume. 

I thank the gentleman for his kind 
words. And there are times in this re-
sponsibility of being a Congressman 
that sometimes you forget why you are 
here. It gives me tingles up the middle 
of my spine to think about the Galt 
family and how much they have con-
tributed to the State of Montana and 
to this Nation over the years. 

This legislation would name the 
Armed Forces Readiness Center in 
Great Falls, Montana, in honor of Cap-
tain William Wylie Galt, a recipient of 
the Congressional Medal of Honor, as 
was said. 

The Armed Forces Readiness Center 
will house the Army National Guard 
and the Army Reserve units who have 
spent recent tours in Operation Iraqi 
Freedom. 

William Galt was born on December 
19 of 1919 in Geyser, Montana. He was 
commissioned as a 2nd lieutenant, In-
fantry, through the Army ROTC pro-
gram upon graduation from Montana 
State University in the spring of 1942. 

I sometimes give Mr. HUNTER a hard 
time because he did in fact attend the 
University of Montana for 1 year. And 
I can tell you, Missoula has not been 
the same since he left. 

Captain Galt was in Italy during 
World War II. For conspicuous gal-
lantry above and beyond the call of 
duty, Captain Galt, at a particularly 
critical period following two unsuc-
cessful attacks by his battalion, of his 
own volition went forward and 
ascertained just how critical the situa-
tion was. He volunteered, at the risk of 
his life, personally, to lead the bat-
talion against the objective. 

When the lone remaining tank de-
stroyer refused to go forward, Captain 
Galt jumped on the tank destroyer and 
ordered it to attack. As the tank de-
stroyer moved forward, followed by a 
company of riflemen, Captain Galt 
manned the .30 caliber machine gun in 
the turret of the tank destroyer, lo-
cated and directed fire on an enemy 
anti-tank gun, and destroyed it. 

Nearing the enemy positions, Captain 
Galt stood fully exposed in the turret, 
ceaselessly firing his machine gun and 
tossing hand grenades into the enemy’s 
zigzag series of trenches despite the 

hail of sniper and machine gun bullets 
ricocheting off the tank destroyer. 

As the tank destroyer moved, Cap-
tain Galt so maneuvered it that 40 of 
the enemy were trapped in one of the 
trenches. When they refused to sur-
render, Captain Galt pressed the trig-
ger of the machine gun and dispatched 
every one of them. 

A few minutes later, an 88-millimeter 
shell struck the tank destroyer and 
Captain Galt fell mortally wounded 
across his machine gun. He had person-
ally killed 40 Germans and wounded 
many more. 

Captain Galt pitted his judgment and 
superb courage against overwhelming 
odds, exemplifying the highest measure 
of devotion to his country and the fin-
est traditions of the U.S. Army. 

His courage and unrivaled determina-
tion to win for his country led to a win 
for America that day, but at the cost of 
his own life. William Galt is a true ex-
ample of not only a Montana hero, but 
an American hero. We are proud to 
honor him and the great sacrifice he 
gave to this country. 

The U.S. Army Reserve Center on 
Gore Hill was dedicated to Captain 
Galt in 1958. Unfortunately, in 2005, the 
Base Realignment Closure Commis-
sion, BRAC, decided to permanently 
close Galt Hall U.S. Army Reserve Cen-
ter on Gore Hill in Great Falls, Mon-
tana and relocate units to a new Armed 
Forces Readiness Center near 
Malmstrom Air Force Base across 
town. 

I believe it is a fitting tribute to 
name the U.S. Armed Forces Readiness 
Center in Great Falls, Montana, the 
Captain William Wylie Galt Great 
Falls Armed Forces Readiness Center. 
It gives me a great deal of pleasure to 
have this legislation passed. 

Mr. SKELTON, Mr. HUNTER, thank you 
for your patience, thank you for your 
cooperation. Thanks for all that you 
did. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

Mr. SKELTON. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
back the balance of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from California (Mr. 
HUNTER) that the House suspend the 
rules and pass the Senate bill, S. 3759. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds of those voting having responded 
in the affirmative) the rules were sus-
pended and the Senate bill was passed. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

EXPRESSING SENSE OF THE 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
THAT THERE SHOULD BE ESTAB-
LISHED AN IRISH-AMERICAN 
HERITAGE MONTH 

Mr. SOUDER. Mr. Speaker, I move to 
suspend the rules and agree to the reso-
lution (H. Res. 733) expressing the sense 
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