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Mr. CROWLEY. Madam Speaker, I rise to 

salute my friend and colleague from Findlay, 
Ohio, MIKE OXLEY. I think I can honestly say 
MIKE OXLEY is the most famous name to come 
out of Findlay since the original square ham-
burger, And MIKE is so well liked around here, 
even the square hamburger could well fall be-
hind MIKE in popularity. 

I got to know MIKE OXLEY from our days 
playing basketball when he brought the Con-
gressional team to New York to play the New 
York State Assembly where I served at the 
time. Although we beat him twice, he never let 
me forget it! 

He was always a good friend of my prede-
cessor, Tom Manton. Tom, who recently 
passed away, developed a strong and lasting 
friendship with MIKE OXLEY; and as I came to 
Congress, Tom—my friend and mentor—told 
me to seek out MIKE. He told me MIKE was a 
straight shooter and someone who I should 
get to know. Tom was right. 

And then, I had the pleasure of working with 
Chairman OXLEY during the 6 years I served 
as a member of the House Financial Services 
Committee, which he has chaired since its 
creation. Our Committee has had a long 
record of accomplishment, but he will be best 
known for the act that bears his name, Sar-
banes-Oxley. 

Created during the corporate scandals of 
Enron, Worldcom, Waste Management Inc. 
and others, this law helped restore confidence 
to our nation’s investors, who were ques-
tioning the safety of their funds in our coun-
try’s capital markets. But he has had a hand 
in so many other laws as well, including tough 
new identity theft and anti-money laundering 
laws, as well as guiding our capital markets 
during a time of mergers, globalization and 
modernization. While these are the things he 
will be remembered for in the newspapers, 
and in the history books, it may not be the ex-
actly what we all—those who know him re-
member him for. 

We know him for his friendship, his great 
stories and his good nature. And of course, 
his great record on the baseball diamond—the 
only place I think he should have tried to be 
more bipartisan. But he was a great coach, 
and possibly the one area where a lot of us 
on this side won’t miss him. But in an era of 
politics of personal destruction and ‘‘take no 
prisoners’’, MIKE succeeded here both profes-
sionally and personally as someone who 
worked with and listened to everybody. 
Friends were friends, not Democrats or Re-
publicans. 

MIKE is a solid conservative and a good Re-
publican, but that never stopped him from 
working with Democrats to pass legislation, or 
to work to find common ground. If more mem-
bers were like MIKE OXLEY, we wouldn’t all be 
lamenting the partisan gridlock and meanness 
in Washington. MIKE, we will miss seeing you 
every day in the chamber but I know that this 
is not the last time we will see you. So as your 
career in Congress ends, and you start new 
adventures, I look forward to working with you 
again, albeit in your new capacity. So tonight, 
I wish you and Pat my best as you end one 
chapter and open another. 

Mr. REGULA. Madam Speaker, I 
yield back the balance of my time. 

WAR AND THE MIDDLE EAST 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 

previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Washington (Mr. 
MCDERMOTT) is recognized for 5 min-
utes. 

Mr. MCDERMOTT. Madam Speaker, 
the President has repeatedly said that 
he is not interested in engaging in Iran 
in an effort to stabilize Iraq. There is a 
tragic irony in the President’s intran-
sigence. While the President is unwill-
ing to talk to Iran, his policies in Iraq, 
in reality, are allowing Iran to take 
over Iraq. But if we don’t recognize and 
act on this soon, Iran will succeed. 

This is real, it is not rhetorical. Ac-
tions by the President, through his ap-
pointed surrogate to run Iraq, Paul 
Bremer, that date back to the first 
days of the U.S. invasion, have created 
a situation today that makes Iraq a 
prime candidate for what Iran could 
never accomplish on its own militarily; 
that is, taking over Iraq, its oil, its in-
frastructure, even its existence as a 
separate Nation. Iran couldn’t success-
fully invade Iraq, but we did, and now 
we are playing right into the hands of 
the Iranians by not acting on what 
Iraqis see happening. 

The media portrays an overly sim-
plistic picture of sectarian struggle. 
We hear a lot about Shi’a and Sunni 
Iraqis, but we don’t hear about Per-
sians; that is, Iran and the Persian 
versus Arab is where the real battle for 
Iraq will be won or lost. Every time the 
President meets with Iranian Shi’a 
clerics, or those connected or con-
trolled by them, he confirms in the 
Iraqi-Arab minds, both Shi’a and 
Sunni, that he is ceding control to the 
Iranians. 

It began with Bremer’s decision to 
give the Shi’a control of the governing 
council. Then his decision to disband 
the Iraqi Army and the Baathist tech-
nocrat government further confirmed 
to the Arabs the feeling that the 
United States, despite its protests to 
the contrary, was opening up Iraq to an 
Iranian takeover. The borders were 
open. 

This is not my speculation, this is 
what moderate leaders in the Middle 
East told me in face-to-face meetings I 
attended in Amman, Jordan recently. 
Moderate leaders desperately want the 
American people to understand what is 
really going on, because they see that 
as perhaps their last hope of getting 
our President to see. 

To the Iraqi Arabs, there are only 
two explanations to account for Paul 
Bremer’s actions: a blunder based upon 
ignorance of the history of the region, 
or a deliberate decision to neutralize 
Iraq as a strong Arab secular nation, 
thereby making it more susceptible to 
U.S. influence in the future. 

Moderates in the region see it this 
way. The President, and therefore 
America, continues to openly act in 
ways that enable an Iranian takeover. 

Just the other day, the President met 
with the leader of the Supreme Council 
of Islamic Revolution in Iraq, Abdul 
Aziz Hakim, in the White House. He is 
controlled and tied to the Iranians. 
This comes on the heels of the Presi-
dent’s meeting and endorsement of al- 
Maliki. 

Meeting with Iranian-controlled 
Iraqis, no matter what sect they belong 
to, confirms to many in the region that 
the President doesn’t understand the 
current situation. Moderates told me 
the resistance in Iraq is based on the 
U.S. occupation and a power grab by 
the Iranian-controlled clerics. Blaming 
it all on Sunni-Shi’a tensions is not 
just incorrect, they say, it is exactly 
what Iran hopes for, because it leaves 
them hidden. 

Here is another example. Moqtada al- 
Sadr, a Shi’a leader, left the coalition 
with the Iranian-controlled SCIRI and 
joined the Arab Sunnis. Al-Sadr 
strongly opposes the U.S. occupation of 
Iraq, and some see the meeting be-
tween the President and the Iranian 
leader of SCIRI as only deepening the 
passions against the United States. 
Friends of the United States in the re-
gion, and even foes, believe the same. 

To many in the region, one only need 
look at history to understand. Arabs 
and Persians have fought for centuries 
before Islam even existed, and their en-
mity remains intense. Persians are the 
Iranians. Arabs are the ones in Iraq. 
Failure by the President to understand 
it is Persian versus Arab or Iran versus 
Iraq that is going on, has produced one 
disastrous decision after another. The 
solution, they believe, is obvious. Stra-
tegically, redeploy the U.S. troops out 
of Baghdad, out of the cities, and onto 
the Iranian border to stop the infiltra-
tion of Iranian agents into Iraq. 

Some Arab leaders told me they esti-
mate as many as 14,000 Persians, Ira-
nians, have infiltrated to run death 
squads who are killing the Arab Sunnis 
and inciting a civil war as cover for the 
real war that is Iran versus Iraq. 

Unless we change the course, unless 
we draw back our troops out to the bor-
ders in preparation for ultimately leav-
ing the country, the day will come 
when the only banner proclaiming 
‘‘mission accomplished’’ will be flown 
by Iran. We can’t let that happen. We 
have to change the course. The Presi-
dent must see this is not a sectarian 
fight between Shi’a and Sunni, it is be-
tween Iraq and Iran. They fought for 8 
years, just recently, and now they are 
doing it again, and we have allowed 
them, the Iranians, to have the goal of 
making it happen. 
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HONORING VETERANS AND THEIR 
OUTSTANDING COMMUNITY 
SERVICE 
The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 

REGULA). Under a previous order of the 
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