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EVANS has served this body with his full heart 
and soul for the past 24 years and for his 
service and friendship I thank him so much. 

LANE is an amazing man in every sense of 
the word. His tireless work as Ranking Mem-
ber of the Veterans’ Affairs Committee has set 
the bar for which future Chairmen should 
strive to achieve. As a young Marine serving 
in Vietnam, he saw firsthand the rigors of war 
and it helped him to realize that our soldiers 
must be treated for all the symptoms of war 
and that some of the worst battle scars are 
visible but below the surface. His fight to get 
fair treatment for those suffering from Agent 
Orange in Vietnam ensured he would be one 
of the first to recognize and push for treatment 
of Gulf War Syndrome and post-traumatic 
stress disorder. 

Physical and mental health were not the 
only fights that he entered into on behalf of 
Veterans. He also led the battle to get equi-
table treatment for female veterans and 
worked tirelessly to combat the plight of home-
less veterans across America. His work to en-
sure a high quality of life for those who have 
served us with honor will be one of his most 
noted legacies in this body. 

LANE, I thank you for your friendship, your 
leadership and all of your service to our Na-
tion. I know you have forever left your mark on 
your Nation, the House of Representatives, 
and all the veterans who have received better 
treatment because of your work. 

Madam Speaker, it is my privilege to en-
close with my statement the remarks of my 
predecessor and friend who also served this 
body with his full heart and soul, the Honor-
able Andy Jacobs, former Congressman for 
the 10th Congressional District of Indiana. 

DECEMBER 8, 2006. 
Hon. LANE EVANS, MC, 
House of Representatives, 
Washington, DC. 

DEAR LANE: The time has come for me to 
put on paper what I have fervently enter-
tained in my mind through the years of our 
acquaintance. 

To begin, you are one of my authentic he-
roes. British Lord Chesterton said, ‘‘Some-
times it takes less courage to die for one’s 
country than to tell her the truth.’’ On many 
more than one occasion you have displayed 
that greater courage in the profoundly patri-
otic performance of your chores as a member 
of Congress, service quite literally ‘‘above 
and beyond the call of duty.’’ 

In your effective opposition to the mind-
less, gratuitous and vicarious militarism of 
some national leaders, you have helped save 
the lives of hapless public spirited young 
Americans. Thus, you have done God’s work 
most nobly. 

For the young Americans who have been 
forced into unnecessary permanent combat 
disability, you have been a major national 
factor in achieving justice in terms of vet-
erans’ benefits. 

You have also given our Nation bright les-
sons of prudence with the public purse. 
Thank you for being my friend and friend to 
all peace-loving freedom-loving Americans. 

Sincerely, 
ANDY JACOBS, JR. 

Ms. SCHAKOWSKY. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to pay tribute to my colleague and treas-
ured friend, LANE EVANS. As the 109th Con-
gress comes to an end so, too, does the re-
markable 24-year tenure in the House of Rep-

resentatives of one of the bravest and most 
decent members to have served in this body. 

I had the privilege of working in LANE 
EVANS’ first campaign in 1982. At the time 
LANE declared his candidacy, he was consid-
ered a sacrificial lamb running against a well- 
entrenched Republican incumbent. His was a 
pipe dream—except to the many labor union 
workers, consumer and civil rights activists, 
and ordinary residents of this western Illinois 
district who saw something special in this 
young, legal assistance attorney. 

When the incumbent lost his primary elec-
tion to a State Representative from the far 
right wing of the party, LANE EVANS’ campaign 
gained momentum and this young Democrat 
become the Congressman, the first Democrat 
to do so since the Civil War. 

In the first campaign, LANE spent lots of 
time with his young volunteers. After all, he 
wasn’t much older than they. He sported a 
Beatle-like bowl hair cut that he maintained 
until rather recently, resisting all good-natured 
recommendations for a style update. He was 
modest, unassuming, friendly, and also inspir-
ing. He showed a humble respect for each 
and every voter, addressing them in the soft- 
spoken, sincere manner that he never lost. 
The quiet strength that came from being a 
United States Marine during the Vietnam era 
always shone through. 

From the first day and throughout his career 
in the House, LANE EVANS remained true to 
his core progressive beliefs. The working and 
retired men and women of his district and the 
veterans throughout the nation could always 
count on LANE EVANS being there for them— 
no excuses, no exceptions. Environmentalists 
named him an ‘‘Environmental Hero.’’ 

There were those who encouraged LANE to 
trim his positions in order to ensure his reelec-
tion. In the end, his consistency proved to be 
a great asset, appreciated by his constituents 
who always knew exactly where he stood and 
who trusted that LANE would not bend with the 
changes in the polls. 

As the Ranking Democrat of the House Vet-
erans’ Affairs Committee, LANE EVANS is rec-
ognized as the leading advocate of veterans in 
Congress, responsible for legislation to com-
pensate veterans and their families for the ef-
fects of Agent Orange, help Persian Gulf and 
women veterans, and those now returning 
from Iraq and Afghanistan. The veterans’ serv-
ice organizations have honored Lane with their 
highest awards. 

LANE EVANS has always been a leader in 
the fight for universal health care. Parkinson’s 
disease has forced him to end his productive 
service in the House. Even now, however, he 
acknowledges how fortunate he is to be able 
to afford the best care, while so many Ameri-
cans are not. He has become an advocate for 
expanding funding for research into the cure 
for Parkinson’s and many other diseases that 
might benefit from government-funded embry-
onic stem cell research. As in all things at all 
times, LANE EVANS is handling this newest 
challenge with courage and dignity. 

On a personal note, LANE EVANS has been 
a close and dear friend to me and my hus-
band, Bob Creamer, since that very first cam-
paign in 1982. That friendship, through thick 
and thin, has been and will always be so pre-
cious to us. We are grateful to LANE for being 

such an important part of our lives. We love 
him very much. 

LANE EVANS will be sorely missed on a day- 
to-day basis in this House of Representatives, 
but his legacy will ever be reflected in the im-
proved lives of the veterans of the United 
States and all the working families who will 
continue to benefit from his outstanding serv-
ice. 

Mrs. JONES of Ohio. Madam Speaker, I join 
the people of Illinois and the people of this 
country in celebrating the tremendous service 
of my dear colleague and friend Congressman 
LANE EVANS. 

Congressman EVANS was a native of Rock 
Island, IL. Drawing on his first-hand experi-
ence a U.S. Marine Veteran in Vietnam, Con-
gressman EVANS has fought hard to bring to 
light the experience for our veterans in the 
Persian Gulf War. His experience served him 
well on the Armed Services Committee. He 
worked to increase funding and to expand and 
build new veteran clinics across America. Be-
fore coming to Congress, Evans fought as a 
lawyer for working families and the poor in 
Rock Island. In Congress, in addition to fight-
ing for veterans he also fought for the Environ-
ment. In fact, he was named an ‘‘Environ-
mental Hero’’ by the League of Conservation 
Voters and he was awarded the Conserva-
tionist of the Year in 1995 by the Illinois Sierra 
Club. 

My most fond memories of Rep. EVANS 
were when LANE invited me to participate in 
the Homecourt Basketball Tournament. 
Homecourt Charity Basketball Game features 
members of Congress playing against the 
Georgetown Law School Faculty to raise 
money for the Homeless Legal Center. In 
2000, Mervyn L. Jones II, my son, age 16, 
began playing on our team. He has played in 
every game since 2000. Mervyn and LANE 
have gotten to know each other well and he 
and I will miss our annual games under the 
leadership of LANE EVANS. LANE was the man-
ager and former Rep. Carrie Meek and I were 
the coaches. Upon Rep. Meek’s retirement I 
took on the coaching responsibilities. I am 
committed to keeping the LANE EVANS 
Homecourt Basketball tradition alive. 

I will truly miss my friend and colleague, 
LANE EVANS’ presence on the hill and on the 
Basketball Court. I pray that God will continue 
to bless LANE EVANS and his family. 

Ms. KAPTUR. Madam Speaker, I 
yield back the balance of my time. 

f 

b 2300 

TRIBUTE TO LANE EVANS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Illinois (Mr. LIPINSKI) is 
recognized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. LIPINSKI. Madam Speaker, I 
rise today to pay tribute to my col-
league from Illinois, LANE EVANS, and 
recognize his long, distinguished career 
in public service. 

From his time in the U.S. Marine 
Corps to nearly a quarter century in 
the House of Representatives, LANE has 
always put his country first, and now 
with his retirement at the end of the 

VerDate Nov 24 2008 09:32 Jan 27, 2010 Jkt 049102 PO 00000 Frm 00091 Fmt 0687 Sfmt 0634 E:\BR06\H07DE6.003 H07DE6cp
ric

e-
se

w
el

l o
n 

D
S

K
2B

S
O

Y
B

1P
R

O
D

 w
ith

 B
O

U
N

D
 R

E
C

O
R

D



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD—HOUSE, Vol. 152, Pt. 1822904 December 7, 2006 
109th Congress I join my colleagues in 
thanking LANE for his great service to 
his district, the State of Illinois and 
our Nation. 

LANE EVANS bravely served in the 
Marine Corps during the Vietnam War. 
His experience in the military and his 
firsthand knowledge of veterans’ issues 
led LANE to become a leading advocate 
for veterans during his time in Con-
gress. On issues critical to veterans, 
such as post-traumatic stress disorder, 
the effects of Agent Orange, and home-
lessness to veterans, LANE EVANS was 
consistently a leader in crafting real 
policy solutions. LANE’s leadership on 
veterans’ issues was formally recog-
nized in 1995 when was named ranking 
member of the House Committee on 
Veterans Affairs. 

In addition to his great work on vet-
erans’ issues, LANE has always duti-
fully served his constituents and the 
State of Illinois. He has been a strong 
advocate for working Americans and 
was one of the first to see the need for 
renewable energies, especially for eth-
anol. 

My own experience in the hallowed 
halls of Congress began more than 20 
years ago when I worked as an intern 
in LANE EVANS’ office. I will never for-
get how he was a great example to me. 
He showed how to be a truly compas-
sionate and effective leader in the 
House. 

LANE EVANS’ legacy will certainly re-
flect his commitment to our great Na-
tion. His insight, passion and presence 
will be deeply missed by all of us. 

I wish LANE all the best in his retire-
ment, and we are all truly grateful for 
his dedicated service, and we will truly 
miss the man and his dedication and 
the friend that he was to so many in 
this chamber. 

f 

VACATING 5-MINUTE SPECIAL 
ORDER 

Mr. LEWIS of Georgia. Madam 
Speaker, I have a Special Order for to-
night I am taking out with Mr. SCOTT 
and Mr. BISHOP. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Without 
objection, the 5-minute for Mr. LEWIS 
is vacated. 

There was no objection. 
f 

PROPOSED DELTA/U.S. AIRWAYS 
MERGER 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under 
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 4, 2005, the gentleman from Geor-
gia (Mr. LEWIS) is recognized for 28 
minutes as the designee of the minor-
ity leader. 

Mr. LEWIS of Georgia. Madam 
Speaker, joining me tonight are Mr. 
SCOTT and Mr. BISHOP from Georgia. 

Madam Speaker, I rise tonight to tell 
you about a bad deal, a very bad deal. 
You may have read about the recent 
unwanted, unsolicited and unnecessary 

bid from U.S. Airways to take over a 
strong, proud, Georgia company named 
Delta Airlines. 

But Americans have learned the hard 
way that bigger is not always better, 
and in this case, Delta’s takeover by 
U.S. Airways will have a devastating 
impact on the people of Atlanta, on the 
east coast of this country, and it will 
rob the American travelers of the eco-
nomic advantages that competition 
creates. 

Mr. Speaker, today I represent thou-
sands of Delta employees all over Geor-
gia, hundreds of Delta pilots, and the 
executive leadership of that organiza-
tion. Delta employees and its executive 
are working through some difficult 
problems right now as they reshape the 
company, but when it comes to this 
merger, they speak with one strong 
and mighty voice. 

Management and employees agree on 
this. None of them are for this deal. I 
think that speaks volumes, Madam 
Speaker. It demonstrates how deeply 
they believe this takeover will impair 
the quality of airline transportation in 
our country. 

You may have heard that Delta had 
run into some problems and was going 
through bankruptcy proceedings, but it 
is about to emerge from this bank-
ruptcy a stronger, better airline, with 
a renewed commitment to serve the 
American people, American travelers 
and world travelers. 

Delta had problems but it was not a 
failing company. They have used the 
hardship of bankruptcy to make tre-
mendous progress. In spite of its chal-
lenges, it has created 70 new inter-
national destinations. It offers service 
to all 50 States. Employee morale has 
improved. Pensions for 90,000 employ-
ees and retirees were saved, and 2,500 
pilots, machinists and other employees 
have been called back to work. 

It is because of the sacrifice of Delta 
employees and executives to make 
good on its commitments to its credi-
tors that it became a prime target for 
this hostile merger. It is because Delta 
was able to win the uphill battle of 
bankruptcy and is poised to emerge 
transformed that U.S. Airways want to 
take it over against its will. That is 
not right, that is not fair, and that is 
not just. 

This is not a case of the survival of 
the fittest. U.S. Airways is in trouble. 
It has already gone through two bank-
ruptcies and cannot seem to bring its 
merger with America West to a close. 

In 2004, U.S. Airways was on death’s 
doorstep. It had no choice but to merge 
with America West. It would have had 
to liquidate all its assets if it had not 
merged with another company, but 2 
years later, the integration of U.S. Air-
ways and America West is still not 
complete. The majority of its labor 
groups are still working under separate 
contracts. It still has two IT systems. 
U.S. Airways has not even repainted all 
of its aircraft. 

Madam Speaker, even though U.S. 
Airways cannot seem to manage its 
own merger, it is hoping and praying 
that it can take advantage of the hard 
work and tough sacrifices the good peo-
ple of Delta have already made so that 
it can survive. This is not a win-win 
situation. It is a win for U.S. Airways 
and an incredible risk for Delta Air-
lines and for all of its customers. 

It is a risk for the people of Atlanta, 
a risk for Hartsfeld-Jackson Airport, 
the largest commercial airport in the 
world. It is a risk for the State of Geor-
gia and thousands of American citi-
zens. 

At this time, Madam Speaker, I want 
to yield to my colleague and friend 
from the State of Georgia (Mr. SCOTT). 

Mr. SCOTT of Georgia. Madam 
Speaker, I thank very much my col-
league Mr. LEWIS. 

This is indeed an extraordinary mo-
ment in the history of this country and 
history of American business. Let us 
see if we cannot set the stage properly 
so we understand exactly what is going 
on. 

As my colleague Mr. LEWIS has stat-
ed and given history of Delta Airlines’ 
brilliant and hard fought effort to 
come out of bankruptcy, this is a great 
American story. It is perhaps one of 
the greatest business recovery stories 
in American history. 

Delta Airlines was at the bottom, but 
that company came together. It made 
the sacrifices. Its pilots’ union gave 
and gave. Its employees gave back 
raises. They combined their efforts. 
That company, under brilliant manage-
ment and leadership, brought itself to-
gether. 

We owe it to Delta to have their 
bankruptcy plan now go into effect, 
and they have a plan to come out of 
bankruptcy, which they will have and 
they will come out of bankruptcy with-
in the next 6 months. Do we not owe it 
to Delta to give them that opportunity 
to make it work? 

Meanwhile, lurching on the sidelines, 
almost like a vulture, is U.S. Airways. 
Let me take a moment to describe U.S. 
Airways at this point. Here is a com-
pany that is just coming out of bank-
ruptcy itself, a company that has just 
gone through a merger, that is now 
problematic, a company that has a 
merger in which it is now dealing with 
two sets of pilots’ unions, two sets of 
flight attendants’ unions, two reserva-
tion systems and two scheduling sys-
tems. How in the world can we, in ef-
fect, for a creditor who has an indebt-
edness with Delta feel that that invest-
ment can best be met by investing in a 
company, an airline company that is 
beset with a ton of labor problems? 

I want to deal with the other issue. 
Not only is it bad for the creditors, it 
is bad in terms of our own antitrust 
practices. In a previous case in which 
there was a United Airlines merger, the 
Justice Department’s antitrust divi-
sion ruled that that could not merge, 

VerDate Nov 24 2008 09:32 Jan 27, 2010 Jkt 049102 PO 00000 Frm 00092 Fmt 0687 Sfmt 0634 E:\BR06\H07DE6.003 H07DE6cp
ric

e-
se

w
el

l o
n 

D
S

K
2B

S
O

Y
B

1P
R

O
D

 w
ith

 B
O

U
N

D
 R

E
C

O
R

D


		Superintendent of Documents
	2020-03-05T21:28:21-0500
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




