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Studies, the premier teaching and research 
program in the Middle East where future 
Arab and Jewish leaders are prepared to co-
operatively solve the region’s environmental 
challenges, has been unable to get permits 
for Palestinian students outside of East Je-
rusalem to study on its campus. This in-
cludes students who wish to, ‘‘learn to use 
the environment as an approach to peace- 
building between Palestinians and Israelis.’’ 

At present the Arava Institute has put to-
gether a coalition that includes the office of 
U.S. Ambassador Richard Jones, USAID, 
Members of the Knesset Orit Noked and Ami 
Ayalon, the Middle East Division of the 
Israel Foreign Ministry, and Gisha: the Cen-
ter for the Legal Protection of Freedom of 
Movement. This coalition is working to chal-
lenge the Israeli policy of not issuing any 
new study permits for Palestinians, who 
have security clearance, and who wish to 
study in Israel. This policy flies in the face 
of the Agreement on Movement and Access 
that was signed last year by the United 
States, Israel, and the Palestinian Author-
ity. Another question not asked of Prime 
Minister Olmert, ‘‘Are you willing to end 
this blanket policy of no new study permits 
for Palestinians to study in Israel?’’ 

The author David Grossman, who lost his 
son Uri during the war this past summer, 
poignantly addressed 100,000 Israelis who 
gathered on the anniversary of Rabin’s mur-
der in Rabin Square. Turning to Prime Min-
ister Olmert he said, ‘‘We have no choice and 
they have no choice. And a peace of no 
choice should be approached with the same 
determination and creativity as one ap-
proaches a war of no choice. And those who 
believe we do have a choice, or that time is 
on our side do not comprehend the deeply 
dangerous process already in motion.’’ 

Prime Minister Olmert reached out to Pal-
estinians a few days ago when he spoke at 
the grave of Ben-Gurion and reiterated his 
call for the establishment of a Palestinian 
State next to Israel. We have had enough of 
words. What we need is peaceful action to 
back up such words by both Palestinians and 
Israelis. An affirmative answer by Prime 
Minister Olmert to the questions raised 
above would signal a tangible seriousness 
about moving the peace process forward, and 
would show a determination and creativity 
that is so desperately needed. Similar action 
will also need to come from the Palestinian 
side so that both Israeli and Palestinians can 
move the peace process forward and not 
backward. 

Rabbi Michael M. Cohen is the Director of 
Special Projects for the Arava Institute for 
Environmental Studies and can be reached 
at rabbimichael@arava.org. 
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DARFUR 

Mrs. CLINTON. Mr. President, the 
crisis in Darfur demands a more robust 
response. In July 2004, more than 2 
years ago, the United States Senate de-
clared genocide in Darfur. As the crisis 
has continued, as the death toll has 
mounted, it was hard to believe that 
the situation on the ground could dete-
riorate further. Unfortunately, it has, 
and the realities today are even worse 
than they were in July 2004. 

As many as 4 million civilians have 
been uprooted from their homes, and 
by some accounts 400,000 people have 
been killed. Countless women and 
young girls are being violently and sex-

ually abused. Escalating violence is 
forcing the evacuation of many vital 
relief workers. These realities are well 
documented. We have United Nations, 
U.N., reports, State Department re-
ports, reports from our colleagues who 
have traveled to the region, and count-
less other reports that tell us what has 
happened, what is happening, and who 
may be responsible. 

In the face of this crisis, the response 
of many citizens, officials, relief work-
ers, and journalists has been impres-
sive and inspiring. Their courageous ef-
forts are testimony to the great work 
that can be done by individuals who 
act on their moral duty to end atroc-
ities. 

The Senate also has taken important 
steps. We have provided funding to Af-
rican Union peacekeepers and to hu-
manitarian workers; we have urged 
NATO assistance; we have encouraged 
the establishment of a no-fly zone; we 
have supported sanctions against the 
perpetrators of violence; we have estab-
lished Presidential accountability by 
requiring regular reports on Darfur; 
and we have demanded the appoint-
ment of a Presidential Envoy to Sudan. 
We must continue to shine a spotlight 
and to take action wherever possible. 

But like many of my constituents, I 
am disturbed that the killings and 
rapes and violence continue. I fear that 
our efforts and those of many Ameri-
cans are not being complemented by 
equal efforts from our President. I 
again urge the administration to be 
more proactive and to turn the tables 
on Khartoum. 

Khartoum repeatedly has committed 
to disarm the Jingaweit. In fact, the 
Government of Sudan committed to do 
so long ago, in the summer of 2004. To 
date, this promise remains unfulfilled. 
And this Spring, Sudanese officials said 
that U.N. peacekeepers would be al-
lowed into Darfur once a peace deal 
was agreed. This commitment has been 
broken also. These abandoned promises 
may not be surprising in light of 
Khartoum’s long history of intran-
sigence. What is astonishing is that 
Khartoum has faced few consequences 
for these massive failures, and worse, 
that Khartoum still is being allowed to 
dictate the terms of peacekeeping and 
humanitarian efforts in Darfur. 

I implore the administration to learn 
from this grim history, and to get one 
step ahead of the leaders in Khartoum. 
We must prepare for all scenarios, not 
just those we seek. 

Going forward, our agreements with 
Khartoum must include some ‘‘teeth’’ 
to incentivize compliance. We should 
remind Khartoum that we already have 
good records of the crimes committed 
in Darfur and of the suspected per-
petrators. We also should pursue with-
out delay all points of pressure that 
have been authorized by the U.N. Secu-
rity Council. We must demonstrate to 
Khartoum that continued intran-

sigence will be more painful than co-
operation. 

As we pursue these measures with 
Khartoum, we should remind rebel 
groups that they will be held account-
able for violations of international law. 
In addition, we should work urgently 
with partners to stabilize eastern Chad 
and the Central African Republic. 

I suspect that history will pass exact-
ing judgment on all parties who have 
acted insufficiently to end the suf-
fering in Darfur. But history is a long 
way off for the people of Darfur, and I 
will continue to work urgently with 
colleagues towards peace in Sudan and 
the region. I urge the President to 
work more proactively to end this un-
conscionable crisis. 
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TRIBUTE TO JASON LEE 

Mr. WARNER. Mr. President, I rise 
today to recognize a member of my 
staff, Jason Christopher Lee, who has 
been recalled to active Federal service 
as a member of the United States 
Army Reserve and will deploy in sup-
port of Operation Iraqi Freedom. 

Jason joined my staff in February 
2005, where he has done a tremendous 
job serving Virginians out of my Nor-
folk office. In addition, Jason is at-
tending college at Old Dominion Uni-
versity, where he is maintaining an ex-
cellent grade point average while 
studying communications. 

I believe much of Jason’s success is 
due to his distinguished service in the 
U.S. Army, where he has attained the 
rank of corporal and is responsible for 
leading fellow soldiers into battle. This 
is not the first time Jason has an-
swered the call of duty in support of 
our country. He has previously served 
in both Kosovo and Iraq, where he 
earned the Army Commendation Medal 
and was recognized as an outstanding 
soldier. Indeed, Jason was originally 
scheduled to be discharged from the 
Army prior to his Iraq tour, but he an-
swered his country’s call to arms and 
was deployed to some of the most dan-
gerous locations in Iraq in 2003 and 
2004. Following this period, Jason was 
honorably discharged from the Army 
and was placed in the inactive reserve. 

Though generals and admirals may 
be the public face of this war, it is serv-
icemembers, such as Jason, who fill the 
ranks of our formations, who carry out 
our Nation’s policy on the deadly 
streets of Iraq, Afghanistan, and else-
where. They do not complain about the 
hazardous conditions they face, but go 
on with the knowledge that this Nation 
relies on them to fulfill their duty 
under all conditions. We owe them all a 
tremendous debt of gratitude for their 
selfless service. 

Jason, I salute your courage and your 
unending personal sacrifice on behalf 
of this country. I join your family and 
friends in wishing you a swift and safe 
return. 
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