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her absolute best efforts when the team re-
quires it most. As a 4-year starter, she has led 
the LadyCats to regional quarter and semifinal 
games. Ms. Johnson was named the District 
9–3A Most Valuable Hitter. 

I extend my most sincere congratulations to 
Eriele Johnson, and I wish her the best of luck 
in her academic and athletic career. 
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IN HONOR OF THE FIRST ANNI-
VERSARY OF THE SAIGON 
PLAZA COMMUNITY CENTER 

HON. DENNIS J. KUCINICH 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, December 6, 2006 

Mr. KUCINICH. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
celebration of the first anniversary of the Sai-
gon Plaza Community Center, sponsored by 
the Friendship Foundation of American Viet-
namese. Saigon Plaza has excelled in its first 
year, having established valuable links and 
bridges of friendship between the people of 
America and the people of Asia, especially 
Indochina. 

The Saigon Plaza has been a beacon within 
the community promoting peace, progress, 
justice, and friendship. The Saigon Plaza has 
opened its facilities up to various groups and 
agencies throughout Northeast Ohio area for 
gatherings, events, celebrations, and other 
community activities. Under the sponsorship of 
the Friendship Foundation, the Community 
Center has presented many worthwhile events 
and services including art exhibits, festivals, 
veterans’ memorial events, job and employ-
ment events, and other community activities. 
The Saigon Plaza and Friendship Foundation 
have also assisted members of the Viet-
namese-American, Kampuchean-American, 
and Laotian-American communities by pro-
viding various services for them, including tax 
educational activities, financial counseling, and 
utility assistance. 

The Saigon Plaza also has spread its mar-
velous works outside Ohio and the United 
States. They have established programs of 
economic development, women’s enterprises, 
and handicapped people in Vietnam as well as 
countries of Southeast Asia, establishing an 
outlet for their goods and handicrafts. The 
Plaza is a vital source of Vietnamese and 
Asian culture locally, and bridges international 
communities. 

I ask my colleagues to join me in recogni-
tion and appreciation of the Saigon Plaza and 
the Friendship Foundation of American Viet-
namese. Their work and dedication has 
reached across borders to aid communities lo-
cally and internationally. 
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IN RECOGNITION OF SOROPTIMIST 
INTERNATIONAL OF MODESTO 

HON. DENNIS A. CARDOZA 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, December 6, 2006 

Mr. CARDOZA. Mr. Speaker, it is with the 
greatest pleasure and gratitude that I rise 

today to recognize Soroptimist International of 
Modesto as it celebrates its 70th Anniversary. 

Soroptimist International of Modesto is one 
of the first service organizations for women in 
Modesto and has been an important part of 
our community as a leading service club for 
seven decades. This organization is dedicated 
to making a difference in the future of our 
community by working together with local 
community and government leaders in ad-
dressing issues that women value and by de-
veloping and promoting projects in education, 
environment, health, human rights/status of 
women, international good will/understanding, 
and social and economic development. Their 
membership is composed of women of all 
ages, cultures and ethnic groups who are 
committed to making a difference through 
service. 

Soroptimist International of Modesto is also 
a leading philanthropist in our community who 
donates generously to the Modesto area 
through their service projects such as the 
Community Christmas Tree at Vintage Fair 
Mall, scholarships and other local community 
organizations and projects such as the 
MOMobile. 

Soroptimist International of Modesto truly 
makes a difference in the lives of citizens be-
cause of the energy and passion of its mem-
bers. I am honored to recognize this out-
standing organization and all of the members 
whose time, energy, vision and commitment 
has made the organization the involved, in-
formed and active part of our community that 
it is today. Their efforts have undoubtedly 
made a difference in lives of the residents of 
our community and I commend each and 
every one of them for their efforts. 

Mr. Speaker, I am honored to represent So-
roptimist International of Modesto in the United 
States Congress. I ask that my colleagues join 
me in offering our congratulations on its 70th 
Anniversary and in extending our best wishes 
for continued success and prosperity for many 
years to come. 
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TRIBUTE TO JOHN ARTHUR 
THOMAS—80TH BIRTHDAY 

HON. DONALD M. PAYNE 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, December 6, 2006 

Mr. PAYNE. Mr. Speaker, I am proud to rise 
today to recognize a highly valued citizen of 
my home city of Newark, New Jersey. John 
Arthur Thomas celebrates his 80th Birthday on 
December 6, 2006. He has been married for 
fifty four years to Elizabeth Lee Nowlin. In ad-
dition, he is the father of two wonderful daugh-
ters and grandfather of two grandsons and tri-
plet granddaughters. He has dedicated his life, 
for almost five decades, to educational and 
political development throughout the state of 
New Jersey. 

Mr. Thomas, who is devoted to service, has 
established himself as an innovative member 
of his community. From marching with Rev. 
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. in the March on 
Washington to serving as Chairman of the 
Urban League of Hudson County, he has 
proven his dedication to service and leader-
ship. 

One of his leadership positions, that had a 
profound impact in my development during my 
high school years, was as the assistant foot-
ball coach in Newark, New Jersey. Continuing 
with his commitment to sports, he currently 
serves as co-chair in the Newark Athlete Hall 
of Fame Annual Dinner held in Newark. 

In the 60’s Mr. Thomas was the founder of 
the ‘‘Crispus Attucks Day Parade’’ celebrating 
Black History. 

The parade is currently titled, ‘‘The African 
American Black Heritage Day Parade’’ and is 
the largest African American heritage parade 
in the state. 

Mr. Speaker, I invite my colleagues here in 
the U.S. House of Representatives to join me 
in honoring John Arthur Thomas, who be-
comes 80 years young on December 6, 2006, 
for his tireless work for the Newark commu-
nity. He is a paragon of true virtue through his 
selfless dedication to the betterment of others. 
I am proud to have him in my Congressional 
district and wish him never-ending success in 
his future endeavors. 
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IN RECOGNITION OF TROY SMITH 
FOR EXCELLENCE IN COLLEGE 
FOOTBALL 

HON. STEPHANIE TUBBS JONES 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, December 6, 2006 

Mrs. JONES of Ohio. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today in recognition of a constituent of the 
11th Congressional of Ohio, the starting quar-
terback for the Ohio State University football 
team, Mr. Troy Smith. Mr. Smith is currently a 
senior majoring in communications. Born in 
Cleveland, Ohio, Mr. Smith attended Glenville 
High School, which he led to the state play-
offs. After a strong senior year at Glenville, 
Smith was invited as one of eleven of the top 
high school quarterbacks at the elite 11 com-
petition where he earned great praise. Fol-
lowing his performance, Ohio State recruited 
Smith late in the recruiting process. 

As a freshman, Smith played sparingly as a 
running back and kick returner. As a sopho-
more, Smith was a backup quarterback but 
took over as starter when starter Justin Zwick 
was injured halfway through the season. Smith 
won four of five games as a starter, including 
a victory over archrival Michigan. Soon after, 
Coach Jim Tressel decided to make Smith the 
sole starting quarterback. 

Smith was named the Offensive MVP of the 
2006 Fiesta Bowl after leading the Buckeyes 
in a victory over the University of Notre Dame. 
Smith was recently honored as one of five fi-
nalists for the Johnny Unitas Golden Arm 
Award, which is given to the top senior college 
quarterback. In three games against Michigan, 
Smith has a total of 1,151 yards of total of-
fense, two rushing touchdowns, and seven 
passing touchdowns. Smith is the first Ohio 
State starting quarterback to win three straight 
games against Michigan. Additionally, Troy 
Smith is the frontrunner for the 2006 Heisman 
Trophy award. As his Congresswoman, I am 
confident that he will receive this honor. 

I have been a Troy Smith booster for many 
years. I have personally known Troy since 
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