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its leaders were put up by the Indian govern-
ment in the finest hotel in Delhi. How can 
you blame Pakistan when India started 
cross-border terrorism with its own actions? 

The Indian government has committed ter-
rorism against its own minorities. It has 
murdered over 250,000 Sikh infants, children, 
youth, men, women, and elderly since 1984, 
as well as more than 300,000 Christians in 
Nagaland, over 90,000 Muslims in Kashmir, 
tens of thousands of Christians and Muslims 
throughout the country, and tens of thou-
sands of Assamese, Bobos, Dalits, Manipuris, 
Tamils, and other minorities. A report by 
the Movement Against State Repression 
(MASR) states that 52,268 Sikhs are being 
held as political prisoners in India without 
charge or trial, mostly under a repressive 
law known as the ‘‘Terrorist and Disruptive 
Activities Act’’ (TADA), which expired in 
1995. Many have been in illegal custody since 
1984! There has been no list published of 
those who were acquitted under TADA and 
those who are still rotting in Indian jails. 
Tens of thousands of other minorities are 
also being held as political prisoners, accord-
ing to Amnesty International. Tell the fami-
lies of these innocent Sikhs and others that 
there is no terrorism in India. 

Indian police arrested human-rights activ-
ist Jaswant Singh Khalra after he exposed 
their policy of mass cremation of Sikhs, in 
which over 50,000 Sikhs have been arrested, 
tortured, and murdered, then their bodies 
were declared unidentified and secretly cre-
mated. Khalra was murdered in police cus-
tody. His body was not given to his family. 
No one has been brought to justice for the 
kidnapping and murder of Jaswant Singh 
Khalra. The only witness to the Khalra kid-
napping, Rajiv Singh Randhawa, has been re-
peatedly harassed by the police, including 
having been arrested for trying to hand a 
note to then-British Home Secretary Jack 
Straw. Last year, 35 Sikhs were charged and 
arrested in Punjab for making speeches in 
support of Khalistan and raising the 
Khalistani flag. How can making speeches 
and raising a flag be considered crimes in a 
democratic society? 

The police never released the body of 
former Jathedar of the Takht Gurdev Singh 
Kaunke after SSP Swaran Singh Gholna 
murdered him. He has never been tried for 
the Jathedar Kaunke murder. In 1994, the 
U.S. State Department reported that the In-
dian government had paid over 41,000 cash 
bounties for killing Sikhs. The MASR report 
quotes the Punjab Civil Magistracy as writ-
ing ‘‘if we add up the figures of the last few 
years the number of innocent persons killed 
would run into lakhs (hundreds of thou-
sands.)’’ The Indian Supreme Court called 
the Indian government’s murders of Sikhs 
‘‘worse than a genocide.’’ 

Missionary Graham Staines was murdered 
along with his two sons, ages 8 and 10, by a 
mob of militant, fundamentalist Hindu na-
tionalists who set fire to the jeep, sur-
rounded it, and chanted ‘‘Victory to 
Hannuman,’’ a Hindu god. Missionary Joseph 
Cooper was beaten so badly that he had to 
spend a week in an Indian hospital. Then the 
Indian government threw him out of the 
country. None of the people involved has 
been tried. The persons who have murdered 
priests, raped nuns, and burned Christian 
churches have not been charged or tried. Po-
lice broke up a Christian religious festival 
with gunfire. Recently, militant Hindus from 
the Bharatiya Janata Yuva (a youth move-
ment affiliated with the BJP and the Fascist 
RSS) attacked the Convent of Loreto and the 
school there. A spokesman for the BJP, Mr. 

H. Dikshit, demanded an investigation of the 
school! 

The murders of 2,000 to 5,000 Muslims in 
Gujarat have never been brought to trial. An 
Indian newspaper reported that the police 
were ordered not to get involved in that mas-
sacre, a frightening parallel to the Delhi 
massacre of Sikhs in 1984. The most impor-
tant mosque in India, the Babri Mosque, was 
destroyed by militant Hindu fundamentalists 
who have never been held responsible for 
their actions. 

It is good that you have admitted the guilt 
of the Indian government by for the Delhi 
massacres, in which over 20,000 Sikhs were 
killed, by apologizing for the massacres, but 
what good does it do the Sikh Nation? Where 
are the apologies for the Golden Temple at-
tack, the destruction of the Akal Takht, and 
the desecration of Darbal Sahib, and the 
other atrocities? Where is the compensation 
for the victims’ families? That operation was 
yet another act of Indian domestic ter-
rorism. 

The Guru granted sovereignty to the Sikh 
Nation, saying ‘‘In Grieb Sikhin Ko Deon 
Patshahi.’’ We must remind ourselves of our 
heritage by raising slogans of ‘‘Khalistan 
Zindabad’’ and beginning a Shantmai 
Morcha to liberate our homeland, Khalistan 
Whoever is honest and dedicated in leading 
that Shantmai Morcha deserves our support. 
Every morning and evening we recite, ‘‘Raj 
Kare Ga Khalsa,’’ Now is the time to act on 
it. Do we mean what we say every morning 
and evening? 

The flame of freedom continues to burn 
brightly in the heart of the Sikh Nation. No 
force can suppress it. Recently, Dal Khalsa 
and the Shiromani Khalsa Dal announced 
that they are uniting for sovereignty for 
Khalistan. This was met with chants of 
‘‘Khalistan Zindabad.’’ The Punjab Legisla-
tive Assembly proclaimed the sovereignly of 
Punjab when it cancelled the water agree-
ments. Only by liberating Khalistan can we 
put an end to the repression and terrorism 
against the Sikh Nation by the Indian re-
gime. Now is the time to rededicate our-
selves to the liberation of Khalistan, 

Last year, Sikh farmers were expelled from 
Uttaranchal Pradesh and their land was 
seized. They were beaten up by the police. 
Their homes were bulldozed by paratroopers, 
Their homes in many cases were built using 
their life savings and by their own hands. We 
condemn this act of state terrorism by the 
government of Uttaranchal Pradesh. As you 
know, Sikhs are prohibited from buying land 
in Rajasthan and Himachal Pradesh. Now 
Uttaranchal Pradesh joins that list. Yet 
there are no restrictions on land ownership 
in Punjab by non-Sikhs. People from any-
where can buy land in Punjab, including peo-
ple from Rajasthan and Himachal Pradesh. 
India is trying to subvert Khalistan’s inde-
pendence by overrunning Punjab with non- 
Sikhs while keeping Sikhs from escaping the 
brutal repression in Punjab. It is incumbent 
on the Sikh diaspora to free Khalistan. We 
must redouble our efforts. That is the only 
way to keep these atrocities from continuing 
and to protect the Sikh Nation and the Sikh 
religion. 

The Akali Dal conspired with the Indian 
government in 1984 to invade the Golden 
Temple to murder Sant Bhindranwale and 
20,000 other Sikhs during June 1984 in Pun-
jab. Among those who conspired with the 
government, according to Chakravyuh Web 
of Indian Secularism, were Dr. Chohan, 
Ganga Singh Dhillon, and Didar Singh Bains. 
It appears the Indian regime is even willing 
to arrest its own agents to suppress the 

movement for Khalistan! Now Badal and 
Chief Minister Amarinder Singh have been 
accusing each other of being tied in with 
‘‘terrorists.’’ These leaders view support for 
Khalistan as terrorism, as the Indian govern-
ment does. They have shown where their loy-
alties lie. How will these so-called Sikh lead-
ers account for themselves? Remember the 
words of former Jathedar of the Akal Takht 
Professor Darshan Singh: ‘‘If a Sikh is not a 
Khalistani, he is not a Sikh. 

Sikhs will never get any justice from 
Delhi. Ever since independence, India has 
mistreated the Sikh Nation, starting with 
Patel’s, memo calling Sikhs ‘‘a criminal 
tribe.’’ What a shame for Home Minister 
Patel and the Indian government to issue 
this memorandum when the Sikh Nation 
gave over 80 percent of the sacrifices to free 
India. There is no place for Sikhs in sup-
posedly secular, supposedly democratic 
India. Our moment of freedom is closer than 
ever. Sikhs will continue to work to make 
certain that we shake ourselves loose from 
the yoke of Indian oppression and liberate 
our homeland, Khalistan, so that all Sikhs 
may have lives of prosperity, freedom, and 
dignity. 

Sincerely, 
DR. GURMIT SINGH AULAKH, 

President, 
Council of Khalistan. 
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TRIBUTE TO REVEREND ANGELO 
D’AGOSTINO 

HON. GEORGE MILLER 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, December 6, 2006 

Mr. GEORGE MILLER of California. Mr. 
Speaker, I rise today to pay tribute to Rev. An-
gelo D’Agostino, a hero and a pioneer in the 
fight against AIDS in Africa. 

I was deeply saddened when I heard news 
of Father D’Agostino’s death. I met Father 
D’Agostino on my trip to Kenya in 2000 and I 
became a firm believer in his AIDS orphans 
and families programs. 

He was a friend and a champion in the fight 
against AIDS. Constantly fighting the small 
battles on the front lines of the war against 
AIDS, he was responsible for improving the 
lives of many young Kenyans devastated by 
the scourge of AIDS. 

Father D’Agostino, a Jesuit priest, was sent 
to Kenya to coordinate the refugee work of the 
Jesuits. Through his work, he was exposed to 
the AIDS-affected population of the country. 
All over Kenya, children were orphaned as 
AIDS claimed the lives of their parents; leav-
ing the children alone, abandoned and in 
many cases HIV positive. He was deeply dis-
turbed by the devastating effect of the disease 
on children and the community and knew that 
helping these children and families was his 
mission. Father D’Agostino dedicated his life 
to making a better life for those suffering the 
devastating effects of the horrible disease. 

He founded the Nyumbani Orphanage with 
three children in 1992 and expanded it into a 
community for children and adults alike. The 
Nyumbani organization is also involved in 
community-based programs such as Leo Toto 
(meaning to raise a child), which are set up to 
provide outreach services to HIV-positive chil-
dren and their families in the Nairobi area. His 
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tireless efforts to better the lives of those 
touched by AIDS were widely successful. 

Father D’Agostino believed that every indi-
vidual had a right to an education. He suc-
cessfully sued the Kenyan Government, forc-
ing them to repeal a law banning HIV positive 
children from public schools. 

Under Father D’Agostino’s leadership, 
Nyumbani became the first place in Africa to 
import hugely discounted AIDS drugs. It also 
has the most advanced blood diagnostic lab-
oratory in Kenya. 

Father D’Agostino was truly a hero and a 
pioneer in the fight against the scourge of 
AIDS. He believed that every HIV positive and 
AIDS inflicted child and family, no matter how 
poor or meager their existence, deserved the 
chance to live a better life. He was a model 
for those who wish to dedicate themselves to 
improving the lives of others. I admire his work 
and commitment in serving children 
marginalized by society. He will be missed. 

f 

CONGRATULATING LAUREN 
MCKEAN 

HON. MICHAEL C. BURGESS 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, December 6, 2006 

Mr. BURGESS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
congratulate Lauren McKean for earning a 
spot on the Texas Girls Coaches Association’s 
All-State Volleyball Team. This honor is 
awarded to top female athletes for their supe-
rior performance on the court. 

The Texas Girls Coaches Association is the 
largest group of girls’ athletic coaches in the 
nation, and serves the coaches and adminis-
trators at every level of education. The elite 
All-State Volleyball Team is selected by a 
committee panel of coaches and administra-
tors, and is comprised of the most competitive 
female athletes in the state. 

As a senior at Frisco Centennial High 
School in the 26th District of Texas, Lauren 
manages to give her absolute best efforts 
when the team requires it most. Ms. McKean 
led the Lady Titans to the Class 4A Regional 
finals for the first time in school history. 

I extend my most sincere congratulations to 
Lauren McKean and I wish her the best of 
luck in her academic and athletic career. 
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IN REMEMBRANCE OF CHARLES J. 
GERMANA 

HON. DENNIS J. KUCINICH 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, December 6, 2006 

Mr. KUCINICH. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
memory and recognition of Charles J. 
Germana whose personal service to the great-
er Cleveland Community and the United 
States alike are a shining example of the all- 
American spirit. Charles’ life is marked by his 
dedication to his country, community, and his 
family. 

Charles valiantly defended freedom in World 
War II in the United States Navy. He trans-

formed his courage and core values to civilian 
life when he actively led his community by 
founding the Seven Hill Democratic Club. 
Charles continued his leadership by proudly 
being elected as the Mayor of Seven Hills 
from 1967 to 1973. His public service career 
did not end there as he went on to selflessly 
serve as the Council President in Seven Hills. 

Throughout his long and distinguished life, 
Charles did not only serve his community in 
elected positions. He was also a devoted and 
enthusiastic Boy Scout for 50 years. His 
strong leadership skills were cultivated heavily 
throughout a lifetime of volunteering and 
brotherhood in the Boy Scouts of America. 
Charles was also a very spiritual man, show-
ing his faith as an active member of the Col-
umbine Catholic Church. 

Family was very important to Charles. His 
legacy continues through his wife, Mae; three 
children, Chuck, Joe, and Janet; and the 
memory of his daughter Emily; eleven grand-
children; and seven greatgrandchildren. 
Charles’ love and concern for his family re-
flected in his hard work and Four Star Insur-
ance Agency, which he founded in 1954, still 
remains in the control of his family. Charles 
Germana’s love of his family and his dedica-
tion to public service continue on as his son 
Chuck carries the family torch of public service 
as the President of Parma City Council. 
Charles nurtured these values of leadership, 
service, brotherhood, and giving in all of his 
family—making him truly an honorable states-
man and father. 

Mr. Speaker and Colleagues, I am honored 
to ask you to join me in recognition of Charles 
J. Germana as a loving community leader, 
member, and pillar. Charles’ unwavering com-
mitment to his family, church, and community 
is a great example of how one man can in 
deep faith dedicate his life to helping others. 
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RECOGNIZING ROBERT ‘‘JASON’’ 
SCHOWENGERDT 

HON. SAM GRAVES 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, December 6, 2006 

Mr. GRAVES. Mr. Speaker, I proudly pause 
to recognize Robert ‘‘Jason’’ Schowengerdt, a 
very special young man who has exemplified 
the finest qualities of citizenship and leader-
ship by taking an active part in the Boy Scouts 
of America, Troop 357, and in earning the 
most prestigious award of Eagle Scout. 

Jason has been very active with his troop, 
participating in many scout activities. Over the 
many years Jason has been involved with 
scouting, he has not only earned numerous 
merit badges, but also the respect of his fam-
ily, peers, and community. Jason holds the 
rank of fire builder as a Hardway Warrior in 
the Tribe of Mic-O-Say. While achieving this 
rank, Jason has served the Maple Woods 
Community College community where he is 
still attending classes. 

Mr. Speaker, I proudly ask you to join me in 
commending Jason Schowengerdt for his ac-
complishments with the Boy Scouts of Amer-
ica and for his efforts put forth in achieving the 
highest distinction of Eagle Scout. I am hon-

ored to represent Jason in the United States 
House of Representatives. 
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TRIBUTE TO MR. CURTIS PARHAM 
REDDING 

HON. SANFORD D. BISHOP, JR. 
OF GEORGIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, December 6, 2006 

Mr. BISHOP of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to honor a great man who has tirelessly 
dedicated his life to bettering his community. 
At the age of 74, Mr. Curtis Parham Redding, 
also known as C.P., is retiring as a Quitman 
County, Georgia Commissioner. He has 
served his community faithfully while blazing 
new trails for those who would follow him. 

C.P. was born in Quitman County to proud 
parents, Curtis Lowe and Ora Inez Green 
Redding. As the eldest of three children, he 
quickly learned about dedication to family, 
service to nation, and responsibility. Quitman 
County is located on the banks of Lake Walter 
F. George in rural Southwest Georgia. The 
citizens of Quitman County are known for their 
strong work ethic and sense of self sufficiency 
and regional pride, and C.P. was no excep-
tion. With the exception of a few years, C.P. 
lived his entire life in Quitman County and was 
raised to love and respect his hometown. After 
graduating from Georgetown High School, 
C.P. recognized his love for politics and most 
importantly people. Realizing the town lacked 
social services, educational services, and 
basic services any citizenry would require, he 
began working hard to become a Quitman 
County Commissioner in 1975. During his first 
tenure as a Commissioner, he served for two 
years. Recognizing the need for involvement 
and higher basic educational standards for the 
County, he was then appointed to the Quitman 
County School Board where he served until 
1994. C.P. was again elected to the Quitman 
County Commission and took office on Janu-
ary 1, 1996 and during this tenure, Quitman 
County achieved each of the goals C.P. estab-
lished. 

Although C.P. has decided to retire, his vi-
sion for Quitman County has not ended. C.P. 
has always believed that for small counties to 
flourish, it would be through organized coali-
tions. To this end, he has become active in 
creating and serving on Boards such as: Four 
County Economic Development Authority 
(Past Chairman), Southwest Georgia Chamber 
of Commerce (Past Chairman), and Southwest 
Georgia Housing Development Board just to 
name a few. He and his wife of fifty-five years, 
Annie Ruth Holmes who is the retired Director 
of the Quitman County Department of Family 
and Children’s services, selflessly continue to 
devote their services to the advancement of 
Quitman County. 

As an enduring testament of his dedication 
to his community and fortitude as a public 
servant, bids are currently being taken for the 
construction of a building to house the 
Quitman County Health Services since they 
have outgrown their present facility. Serving 
the needs of his community remains para-
mount to C.P. Redding. 

Today, we thank and honor Mr. Curtis 
Parham Redding for his dedication and life-
long commitment to the welfare of others and 
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