
EXTENSIONS OF REMARKS, Vol. 152, Pt. 1823076 December 7, 2006 
TRIBUTE TO DENNIS DOUGLASS, 

DEPUTY DIRECTOR OF THE DE-
PARTMENT OF VETERANS AF-
FAIRS EDUCATION SERVICE 

HON. JOHN BOOZMAN 
OF ARKANSAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, December 6, 2006 

Mr. BOOZMAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise to pay 
tribute to Mr. Dennis Douglass, who will retire 
on January 3, 2007, after 30 years of service 
to our Nation’s veterans. 

Over the last 7 years Mr. Douglass has 
served with distinction as the Deputy Director 
for the Education Service at the U.S. Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs. He was a consum-
mate professional with unquestioned integrity, 
who consistently exhibited management and 
leadership qualities that put him among VA’s 
top performers. 

I first had the privilege of meeting Mr. Doug-
lass when I became chairman of the Sub-
committee on Economic Opportunity at the 
Committee on Veterans’ Affairs and began 
working on legislation to improve education 
benefits for servicemembers and veterans. Mr. 
Douglass has always made himself available 
to Congress when needed and served on be-
half of the Secretary with honesty and sin-
cerity. He has been the VA’s institutional 
memory on education benefits and his con-
tributions will truly be missed. 

Mr. Douglass began his Federal career in 
1976 as a Veterans Claims Examiner at the 
VA regional office in Detroit, Michigan. In 1982 
he transferred to VA Headquarters in Wash-
ington, DC, to work in Education Service. 
Since his arrival, he has written procedural 
guidance for education claims processing, as-
sisted in systems design, performed quality 
assurance reviews, conducted regional office 
appraisal visits, and served as Budget Analyst 
and Staff Assistant to the Director of Edu-
cation Service. In 1999 the Secretary of Vet-
erans Affairs appointed him Deputy Director in 
Education Service. 

When asked, staff at VA describe him as an 
avid golfer with a penchant for corny jokes. 
Many remarked on his priceless collection of 
bad ties from the 70’s and 80’s. Overall, Mr. 
Douglass is known as one of the nicest per-
sons that any of them have had the privilege 
to work with at VA. His colleagues state that 
his understanding of veteran’s needs and his 
dedication to the job will be sorely missed by 
all, including the veterans he dedicated his ca-
reer to serve. 

Mr. Douglass was born in Ypsilanti, Michi-
gan, and served honorably in the U.S. Army 
from 1969 through 1971. He graduated from 
Eastern Michigan University in 1974 and did 
graduate work at Wayne State University. He 
resides in Springfield, Virginia, with his wife 
JoAnn, son Daryl, and daughter Alison. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO JOHN W. JACOBS, JR. 

HON. NATHAN DEAL 
OF GEORGIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, December 6, 2006 

Mr. DEAL of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, as a 
journalism major, John W. Jacobs, Jr., under-

stands that a person’s life is like a newspaper. 
From the announcement of birth, an event 
over which we have no control, to the obituary 
notice, which we will never read, events fill the 
pages of our lives, and it is how we respond 
to or create those events that will determine if 
our life’s story is worth reading or remem-
bering. 

For John W. Jacobs, Jr., most of his life has 
evolved in Gainesville, Georgia, where he was 
born on November 28, 1922. He graduated 
from high school there and attended Riverside 
Military Academy for a year before venturing 
west to the University of Missouri to attend the 
prestigious journalism school. The outbreak of 
World War II interrupted his education and he 
soon found himself on the battlefields of Eu-
rope in one of the most important battles of 
the war, the Battle of the Bulge, where he was 
awarded two Silver Stars. When the war con-
cluded, he finished his college degree and re-
turned to his hometown where he began his 
career in communications by selling ads for a 
local newspaper. 

He soon joined some of his veteran friends 
and formed the radio station WDUN. In the 
years that followed, he formed, bought and 
sold a newspaper, a cable television system 
and an FM radio station. Today, his company, 
Jacobs Media, owns three radio stations, an 
on-line local newspaper, and a travel agency. 
He and his son and daughter are the sole 
shareholders. 

If that was all that John Jacobs, Jr., had 
done with his life and talents, it would be an 
impressive story worthy of an extensive 
spread in the business section of any news-
paper. But that is only part of the story, for 
John understood that business success must 
be coupled with personal service if anyone is 
going to be inspired by the story of your life. 
And it is in this arena where the real story of 
John Jacobs can be found. He has served as 
President of the Greater Hall County Chamber 
of Commerce on two separate occasions, 
President of the Gainesville Jaycees, Exalted 
Ruler of the Elks Lodge, local President and 
Governor of the Georgia District of Kiwanis, 
President of the Georgia Association of Broad-
casters and the Georgia Cable Television As-
sociation. 

In addition, John has been active in Grace 
Episcopal Church, serving as Warden and 
Vestryman, chairman of Building Funds and 
Day Reader. John recognized that Brenau 
University was one of the jewels in his home-
town and he has served on its Board of Trust-
ees since 1958 and as Chairman of the Board 
for 23 years. For his long service and chari-
table support, he has been awarded an Hon-
orary Doctorate Degree and the Business and 
Communications Building has been named in 
his honor. He has also served as an active 
Trustee at Riverside Military Academy since 
1975. It is no wonder that in 2000 Georgia 
Trend Magazine named him one of the 100 
most influential Georgians, and that the City of 
Gainesville presented him with a Distinguished 
Citizen Award at its 180th Birthday Celebra-
tion. 

Since 2003 his primary involvement has 
been with the Northeast Georgia History Cen-
ter and the completion of An American Free-
dom Garden which pays tribute to veterans 
and their gift of freedom. This year he will 

complete 21⁄2 years as President of that orga-
nization. 

John’s wife Martha Rand Jacobs, and their 
children, Elizabeth Carswell, and Jay Jacobs, 
and their seven grandchildren have set an ex-
ample for service for all of us. 

John W. Jacobs, Jr. has filled the pages of 
his life with excitement, successes and serv-
ice, and every day he is writing a new para-
graph. He is an outstanding example of a pur-
pose driven life, and he is a great encourager 
for all who would follow in his path. 
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CONGRATULATING DR. RENÉ DÍAZ- 
LEFEBVRE FOR HIS SELECTION 
AS THE 2006 ARIZONA PRO-
FESSOR OF THE YEAR 

HON. ED PASTOR 
OF ARIZONA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, December 6, 2006 

Mr. PASTOR. Mr. Speaker, I rise before you 
today to congratulate Dr. René Dı́az-Lefebvre, 
Professor of Psychology at Glendale Commu-
nity College in Glendale, Arizona, for his se-
lection as this year’s Arizona Professor of the 
Year. 

Sponsored by The Carnegie Foundation for 
the Advancement of Teaching and adminis-
tered by the Council for Advancement and 
Support of Education (CASE), the Professors 
of the Year awards recognize professors for 
their influence on teaching and their out-
standing commitment to teaching under-
graduate students. Dr. Dı́az-Lefebvre is the 
first Latino from Arizona and one of eight com-
munity college professors to win this award, 
one of the most prestigious and competitive in 
the Nation. 

A fifth generation Arizonan, Dr. Dı́az- 
Lefebvre was born in South Tucson, in a low- 
income housing project known as La Reforma. 
Encouraged by his family, who taught him that 
la educación abre puertas (education opens 
doors), Dr. Dı́az-Lefebvre was in the first grad-
uating class of Pima Community College in 
1972. He went on to receive his Bachelor’s 
degree in Humanistic Psychology from the 
University of Redlands, his Master’s degree in 
Guidance and Counseling from California 
State University, San Bernardino, and his 
Ph.D. in Counseling Psychology from Union 
Graduate School. 

Dr. Dı́az-Lefebvre has been a leader in ap-
plying cognitive psychology research to inno-
vative ways of helping students learn and as-
sessing that learning. He has pioneered the 
Multiple Intelligences/Learning for Under-
standing (MI/LfU) method of teaching, learn-
ing, and assessment, which takes into account 
the differences in students’ learning abilities 
and offers as many approaches to learning as 
possible, such as role playing, creative writing, 
and computer simulations. Dr. Dı́az-Lefebvre 
has received numerous awards and recogni-
tions for his work on MI/LfU and is frequently 
asked to speak at conferences regarding his 
innovative approach to teaching. 

Mr. Speaker, I am honored to recognize Dr. 
Dı́az-Lefebvre for receiving this prestigious 
award, and to express my gratitude for his in-
novation and determination in teaching our 
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next generation of leaders. It is with great 
pleasure that I congratulate Dr. Dı́az-Lefebvre 
today for this award, which duly recognizes his 
important work. 

f 

NATIONAL ALZHEIMER’S 
AWARENESS MONTH 

HON. CONNIE MACK 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, December 6, 2006 

Mr. MACK. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to ex-
press my support for the goals and ideals of 
National Alzheimer’s Awareness month. It is 
during this month that we recognize the mil-
lions of Americans who have succumbed to 
this devastating disease, as well as their loved 
ones and caretakers. It is also a time to renew 
our commitment to advancing the research ef-
forts aimed at preventing and combating Alz-
heimer’s disease. 

As America’s Baby Boomer generation 
ages, the need to find a cure for this disease 
is more urgent than ever. There is 
groundbreaking work being done at our Na-
tion’s premier research universities, the Na-
tional Institutes of Health, as well as the De-
partment of Veterans Affairs, to further under-
stand how Alzheimer’s affects the brain. We 
must continue to support this cutting edge re-
search to combat and prevent the debilitating 
effects of this disease. 

Far too many Americans are faced with 
what Nancy Reagan called the ‘‘long, long 
goodbye.’’ Over 4 million Americans are living 
with Alzheimer’s and it is estimated that in the 
next 50 years that number will likely triple. 
These numbers do not take into account the 
countless family members, loved ones, and 
caretakers who shoulder the burden to ensure 
that patients are able to live out their days 
with as much dignity and comfort as possible. 

f 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO MR. 
FRANKLYN EUGENE COLE 

HON. RICHARD W. POMBO 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, December 6, 2006 

Mr. POMBO. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
submit into the RECORD a birthday greeting for 
my father-in-law, Mr. Franklyn Eugene Cole. I 
honor Franklyn on his 80th birthday and would 
like to bring attention to the life Franklyn has 
lived. Having served his country honorably in 
the United States Navy during World War II, 
Franklyn returned to California where he mar-
ried his wife of 53 years, Rena Cole. Over the 
years Franklyn built a successful small busi-
ness and dedicated himself to the education of 
children while he served on the Jefferson 
school board for over 30 years. Today, 
Franklyn lives happily with his wife Rena, two 
daughters, and five grandchildren. Mr. Speak-
er, I want to salute Franklyn Cole on his birth-
day for his unending patriotism and devotion 
to the American dream. 

A TRIBUTE TO TWO BRAVE TOTS, 
JUWAN BRUNSON, 3 YEARS OLD, 
RHAQUANN BRUNSON, 4 YEARS 
OLD 

HON. GENE GREEN 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, December 6, 2006 

Mr. GENE GREEN of Texas. Mr. Speaker, 
I rise today to pay tribute to two very special 
tots, Juwan and Rhaquann Brunson, who had 
the presence of mind to call 911 to seek as-
sistance from emergency personnel when their 
grandmother, Mrs. Otisteen Brunson, became 
dizzy and fell in her house on Park Avenue in 
Wilson, North Carolina. 

Mr. Speaker, I learned that as soon as Mrs. 
Brunson fell, Rhaquann and Juwan imme-
diately charged to their grandmother’s rescue; 
Rhaquann’s tiny fingers happened upon 911 
on his grandmother’s telephone while little 
Juwan provided comfort to his grandmother by 
rubbing her head until the emergency per-
sonnel arrived. 

Mr. Speaker, this incident stresses the im-
portance of parents, grandparents or older sib-
lings taking the time to familiarize children at 
a very young age with the proper way to re-
spond in emergency situations. It is critically 
important for children to know their address, 
home telephone number and how they should 
respond when confronted with a catastrophic 
situation such as illness, a fire or flood. 

I applaud Juwan and Rhaquann Brunson for 
their bravery, but more importantly, I applaud 
their grandmother, Mrs. Otisteen Brunson, for 
taking the time to teach these tots how to dial 
911. 

Mr. Speaker, this special act performed by 
Mrs. Brunson’s grandsons very well may have 
saved her life, as she had just recently been 
released from the hospital and she suffers 
with arthritis, congestive obstructive pulmonary 
disease and diabetes. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to rise 
and join me in paying tribute to two mighty 
brave tots, Juwan and Rhaquann Brunson. I 
thank God for the blessings of children. 

f 

ON THE RETIREMENT OF DAVID 
BUCKLEY 

HON. JANE HARMAN 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, December 6, 2006 

Ms. HARMAN. Mr. Speaker, while Members 
of Congress are the ones with our names on 
the door, I doubt any of us would disagree 
with the view that we are only as good as the 
team we have working with us. 

David Buckley has been one such stellar 
member of my team. As Minority Staff Director 
of the House Permanent Select Committee on 
Intelligence for the last two years, ‘‘Buck’’ or 
‘‘Mud’’—as he is affectionately known—has 
been an indispensable aide, a calm counselor, 
and one of the most pleasant people with 
whom I have ever worked and traveled. 

Together, Buck and I have visited with the 
brave women and men of the intelligence 

community in some of the most challenging 
and austere parts of the world. 

Together, Buck and I have discussed and 
analyzed some of the most difficult intelligence 
and national security issues confronting our 
country, and we have worked hard to translate 
those efforts into policies that will hopefully 
keep the American people and the world safe 
in this era of terror. 

David Buckley came to the Intelligence 
Committee with many years of impressive ex-
perience in congressional and criminal inves-
tigations, counterintelligence and law enforce-
ment. Following 8 years of active duty service 
in the Air Force, he worked as Chief Investi-
gator for the Senate’s Permanent Sub-
committee on Investigations, chaired at the 
time by former Georgia Senator Sam Nunn— 
one of the most respected voices on national 
security the Congress has ever produced. He 
served in the Inspector General’s office in the 
Department of Defense and later as the As-
sistant Director for Defense, National Security 
and International Affairs in the Government 
Accountability Office. Immediately prior to join-
ing the Committee, Buck led a staff of 350 
criminal investigators in the Treasury Depart-
ment’s Inspector General for Tax Administra-
tion’s office. Finally, Buck is also a graduate of 
the Defense Intelligence Agency’s clandestine 
human intelligence case officer course and the 
Federal Executive Institute. 

Buck leaves Capitol Hill with the affection 
and respect of Members and staff on both 
sides of the aisle. He is genetically pro-
grammed to be bipartisan and courteous— 
traits that have served him extremely well and 
will continue to distinguish him in the work-
place. I personally will miss our daily con-
versations, his unfailingly positive attitude and 
consummate professionalism. 

I wish him and his wonderful family time for 
dinners at home, church activities, scout trips, 
and lots of love and laughter. As Buck begins 
this new chapter in his life, he remains a val-
ued member of ‘‘Team Harman.’’ 

f 

INTRODUCING ‘‘AMERICAN NA-
TIONAL RED CROSS GOVERN-
ANCE MODERNIZATION ACT OF 
2006’’ 

HON. GEORGE RADANOVICH 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, December 6, 2006 

Mr. RADANOVICH. Mr. Speaker, charitable 
giving makes a real difference in the lives of 
people in need, and I have continually sought 
ways to encourage all Americans to give 
more. More than a government program or 
grant or stipend—nothing reflects better the 
spirit of man caring for his fellow man than the 
act of freely, benevolently giving out of his 
own pocket. I truly believe that by increasing 
charitable giving, we can make a real dif-
ference in the world. The Red Cross is the 
symbol that best represents charitable giving 
to most Americans. That is why I became in-
volved in this effort to make the American Red 
Cross a more effective organization, capable 
of carrying out its mission of meeting critical 
disaster and emergency needs around the 
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