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IN RECOGNITION OF THE 70TH AN-

NIVERSARY OF FIRST HOUSES, 
THE BIRTHPLACE OF PUBLIC 
HOUSING IN THE UNITED 
STATES 

HON. CAROLYN B. MALONEY 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, December 6, 2006 

Mrs. MALONEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to pay tribute to First Houses, the first public 
housing development in the United States. 
This year, the New York City Housing Author-
ity is celebrating the 70th anniversary of First 
Houses and the worthy ideals which it symbol-
izes. 

By creating the New York City Housing Au-
thority seven decades ago, the leaders of our 
Nation’s greatest metropolis launched an am-
bitious initiative to improve the lives of Amer-
ica’s least privileged members by providing af-
fordable housing that met high standards of 
sanitation, health and safety. The first fruit of 
that noble undertaking, the watershed First 
Houses development, was created by rehabili-
tating a series of tenements built in 1846. 

For the first time in American history, First 
Houses proved that government could provide 
a practical remedy to the shortage of decent 
affordable housing confronting citizens of low 
and moderate incomes. By removing every 
third building of those original tenements to 
expand light, air, and open space, combining 
backyards, and constructing a welcoming 
common courtyard and recreational area, 
those visionary civic leaders created in First 
Houses a vibrant and livable public housing 
development that became a model for the Na-
tion. 

In a tribute to the momentous achievement 
marked by the opening of First Houses, the in-
augural celebration of the complex was at-
tended by two great New Yorkers and great 
Americans, First Lady Eleanor Roosevelt and 
Mayor Fiorello LaGuardia. 

Today, the approximately 174 authorized 
residents of First Houses live in eight attrac-
tive four- and five-story buildings located on 
1.23 acres of land lying between East 2nd and 
East 3rd Streets and Avenue A and First Ave-
nue on Manhattan’s Lower East Side in New 
York’s Fourteenth Congressional District, 
which I am privileged to represent in this 
House. 

Indeed, as is fitting for New York, tradition-
ally a beacon of progressive ideals of social 
reform, First Houses also marked the first 
housing initiative of the newly founded New 
York City Housing Authority (NYCHA), the old-
est public housing agency in the continent of 
North America. Throughout its history, the 
NYCHA has also been the largest public hous-
ing authority on the continent. Today it admin-
isters 344 public housing developments con-
taining 2,686 buildings housing approximately 
412,281 authorized residents in 179,025 dif-
ferent apartments. Today, more than one in 
twenty New Yorkers lives in public housing 
managed by the NYCHA, enough to constitute 
the population of the Nation’s 44th largest city. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in recognizing the historic 70th anniversary of 
First Houses, in congratulating Mayor Michael 

Bloomberg and New York City Housing Au-
thority Chairman Tino Hernandez for their 
dedication to maintaining and expanding New 
York City’s affordable housing, and in recog-
nizing the tremendous contributions to the 
people of the city of New York and our Nation 
made by the hard-working men and women of 
the New York City Housing Authority through-
out its proud 70-year history. 
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CONGRATULATING J.W. SALES 
FOR 51 YEARS OF AUTOMOBILE 
SALES IN MONROEVILLE, ALA-
BAMA 

HON. JO BONNER 
OF ALABAMA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, December 6, 2006 

Mr. BONNER. Mr. Speaker, it is with great 
pride and pleasure that I rise to honor Mr. 
J.W. Sales on 51 years of automobile sales 
and to recognize Sales Ford in Monroeville, 
Alabama, on the occasion of its 40th anniver-
sary. 

J.W. Sales has been a vital member of the 
Monroeville, Alabama, community all of his 
life. He began his career selling automobiles 
in Mobile in 1954. In 1966, he purchased the 
Ford dealership in Monroeville, and he opened 
Sales Ford Lincoln Mercury in Grove Hill in 
2002. 

In addition to his professional successes, 
J.W. has long been an active supporter of nu-
merous community organizations. He served 
as governor of the Alabama District of Kiwanis 
and was one of the seven trustees on the 
Kiwanis International Board of Directors. 

He is also active in the Monroeville Cham-
ber of Commerce and has served on the 
board of directors of the University of Mobile. 
J.W. has also been an active deacon of the 
First Baptist Church in Monroeville. 

Mr. Speaker, I commend J.W. Sales for his 
long-standing commitment to the community 
and for his many professional achievements. I 
know his wife, Wendy, his family, and his 
many friends join with me in praising his ac-
complishments and in celebrating this latest 
milestone. 
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RECOGNIZING REVEREND FRED 
RANDLES 

HON. RALPH M. HALL 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, December 6, 2006 

Mr. HALL. Mr. Speaker, today I have the 
privilege of recognizing a dear friend of mine. 
Reverend Fred Randles of Sulphur Springs, 
who is retiring as minister of music after serv-
ing the church and community for the past 25 
years. 

Reverend Randles has dedicated his life to 
making music, for which he has received cer-
tificates of appreciation from 4 U.S. Presidents 
and the U.S. Congress. Additionally, the gov-
ernments of Cozumel, Mexico, Bahamas, and 
the entertainment division of Disney World 
have recognized him. 

His youth choirs have toured extensively, 
singing throughout the U.S. and in Ireland, 
Canada, Puerto Rico, Mexico, and the Baha-
mas as well as on a number of cruise ships. 
The youth choir under his direction has also 
appeared on Good Morning America and the 
Early Show on CBS. 

Reverend Randles also has enjoyed many 
achievements with the senior adult choir 
known as the Silvertone Choir. Under his di-
rection, this group has recorded for Benson 
Music Company and performed at a variety of 
conventions and conferences. They have had 
the privilege to perform at conferences in 
Glorieta, New Mexico; Ridgecrest, North Caro-
lina; and Williamsburg, Virginia. 

A particularly noteworthy accomplishment is 
Rev. Randles’ assistance in originating the 
Northeast Texas Symphony in conjunction 
with Sarah Smith, Scott York, and others from 
Texas A&M Commerce. This symphonic group 
performed its first concert at First Baptist 
Church and has grown considerably with his 
assistance. 

Reverend Randles has been asked to con-
duct funeral services of more than 1000 peo-
ple and officiate, sing for or do both at the 
wedding ceremonies of more than 200 cou-
ples. He has also provided music for a variety 
of functions, including the Dairy Festival, the 
annual Hospital Christmas Tree lighting, base-
ball games, and area worship services. 

Reverend Randles is married to Jane and 
they have one daughter, Natalie, who is mar-
ried to Darren Brown. Olivia Brown is their 
granddaughter and a second grandchild is on 
the way. 

Due in no small part to Natalie’s violin play-
ing, Jane has worked to bring a beginning 
strings program to the Sulphur Springs I.S.D. 
This program has brought orchestral music to 
the lives of children who otherwise would not 
have had the opportunity . 

Rev. Randles has made a lasting contribu-
tion to his community, and in celebrating his 
retirement, I join his family, church, and 
friends in expressing appreciation for the 
many ways he has shared his music, faith, 
and fellowship. Mr. Speaker, I ask that my col-
leagues join me in paying tribute to Rev. Fred 
Randles for his many years of service and 
wishing him well in his retirement years. 
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DEMOCRATIC PACIFIC UNION 

HON. JOHN ABNEY CULBERSON 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, December 6, 2006 

Mr. CULBERSON. Mr. Speaker, on August 
14, 2006, the 60th anniversary of the end of 
World War II, the Democratic Pacific Union 
was formally inaugurated in Taipei, Taiwan. 
The ceremony drew 76 dignitaries from 23 
countries, including the presidents and vice 
presidents of Taiwan, Costa Rica, Guatemala, 
Nicaragua and Palau. 

The Democratic Pacific Union’s goal is to 
promote democracy and encourage coopera-
tion among its 28 member democracies. So 
far, the Union has planned regular regional 
meetings in the East and the West Pacific re-
gions, initiated the Pacific Economic Advisory 
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