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but funds skimmed from government coffers 
may also finance criminal and insurgent oper-
ations. 

I urge my colleagues to support this meas-
ure to maintain accountability for the American 
people and the Iraqi people. 

Mr. ORTIZ. Mr. Speaker, this bill on the 
floor today represents the way we hope to 
proceed with our colleagues in the new Con-
gress: bipartisan cooperation on matters im-
portant to the American people. 

Democrats on the House Armed Services 
Committee moved quickly to ensure the lame 
duck Congress repealed some of the mistakes 
made in the just-passed Defense authorization 
bill. 

Today we begin by reinstating the remark-
ably candid and useful office of the Special In-
spector General for Iraq Reconstruction. 

Democrats are talking to our colleagues and 
incoming leaders, and with the current leaders 
of Congress, attempting to take care of some 
of the most important things that have been 
ignored by Congress during this decade. 

In the instance of trying to keep the Special 
Inspector General for Iraq Reconstruction, we 
wanted to act quickly in the lame duck, so that 
one tiny component of the transparency we 
actually already have does not go away. 

In the coming Congress we will be holding 
hearings to get a better understanding of what 
is actually going on in the field. 

Transparency and accountability will be the 
watchwords of the day. 

In order for this Congress to get the con-
fidence of the American people, we must be 
painfully honest about everything that is going 
on . . . and let the chips fall where they may. 

The only thing worse than wasting the tax-
payer’s money, is hiding that fact. 

I thank Mr. SKELTON for his leadership with 
Chairman HUNTER. 

Mr. SHAYS. Mr. Speaker, I am grateful we 
are considering this legislation to extend the 
date for termination of the Office of the Spe-
cial Inspector General for Iraq Reconstruction, 
SIGIR. This office provides a hugely important 
function as a watchdog for fraud, waste, and 
abuse of funds intended for Iraq reconstruction 
programs. 

The American taxpayer deserves vigorous 
and continuous oversight of how funds are 
being spent in Iraq. It is also important to the 
Iraqi people, for whom the American Govern-
ment provided a generous package of devel-
opment and reconstruction funds that have not 
always been spent wisely. 

I have made 15 trips to Iraq and have seen 
firsthand the essential work done by this of-
fice. Congress clearly made a mistake in 
passing the fiscal year 2007 Defense Author-
ization Act allowing the SIGIR office to close 
prematurely. 

This legislation will correct that mistake and 
also wisely require SIGIR to prepare a final fo-
rensic audit on all funds appropriated to the 
Iraq Relief and Reconstruction Fund, IRRF. 

As chairman of the Government Reform 
Subcommittee on National Security, Emerging 
Threats and International Relations, and work-
ing under the leadership of Committee Chair-
man TOM DAVIS, I have held several oversight 
hearings on contracting in Iraq. 

We’ve investigated the failure to establish 
realistic requirements and to define contract 

terms and conditions, limited competition and 
insufficient agency oversight. Reports provided 
to us by SIGIR were invaluable. 

We all recognize that the security situation 
in Iraq makes reconstruction especially difficult 
and dangerous. But the Government has a re-
sponsibility to the taxpayer to do all that it can 
to ensure that dollars are spent wisely and 
well. 

We have a special responsibility to our sol-
diers and marines in Iraq. One of the most im-
portant reasons Congress appropriated money 
for Iraq reconstruction was to support our 
troops by showing the Iraqi people we wanted 
to help them build a new Iraq, and reduce the 
risk that an insurgency would develop and 
grow. We know the insurgency exists and sec-
tarian violence has flared, but the importance 
of the projects funded through the IRFF has 
not diminished in the slightest. 

Finally, I believe a strong watchdog office 
like SIGIR will help us to learn lessons about 
the realities of contracting in a post-conflict en-
vironment. 

I am grateful my colleagues in the Senate, 
SUSAN COLLINS and JOSEPH LIEBERMAN, of-
fered this legislation. I also thank Mr. SKELTON 
who offered this legislation in the House and 
recognized the need to continue SIGIR’s mis-
sion. 

Mr. CASTLE. Mr. Speaker, I rise in support 
of S. 4046, the ‘‘Iraq Reconstruction Account-
ability Act.’’ As our brave men and women in 
Iraq risk their lives to stabilize the region and 
rebuild the nation’s infrastructure, it is abso-
lutely crucial that the Special Inspector Gen-
eral for Iraq Reconstruction remain in place to 
ensure proper oversight of this important fund-
ing. 

To date, we have appropriated over $34 bil-
lion for reconstruction efforts in Iraq—ranging 
from projects such as roads and electric 
power, to training and equipping Iraqi security 
forces and providing school books and vac-
cinations for children. While there is no doubt 
that this funding is crucial to the reconstruction 
efforts, I have serious concerns about the ade-
quacy of contract management practices at 
the Department of Defense and I have intro-
duced legislation to begin reforming some of 
these wasteful programs. 

The Inspector General for Iraq plays a crit-
ical role, performing audits and investigations 
that provide Congress with the tools to more 
closely examine charges of misconduct and 
ensure effective and efficient use of taxpayer 
funds. Spending missteps and management 
weaknesses damage this government’s ability 
to provide our soldiers with the resources that 
keep us safe. This week, as we review the 
recommendations of the Iraq Study Group, I 
also urge my colleagues to pass this important 
legislation to ensure accountability in our mili-
tary spending system. 

Mr. SKELTON. Mr. Speaker, it ap-
pears that I have no further speakers, 
and I yield back the balance of my 
time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from California (Mr. 
HUNTER) that the House suspend the 
rules and pass the Senate bill, S. 4046. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds of those voting having responded 

in the affirmative) the rules were sus-
pended and the Senate bill was passed. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, proceedings 
will resume on questions previously 
postponed. 

Votes will be taken in the following 
order: 

H. Res. 1101, by the yeas and nays; 
H. Res. 1099, by the yeas and nays; 
motion to suspend the rules on H. 

Res. 1088, by the yeas and nays. 
The first electronic vote will be con-

ducted as a 15-minute vote. Remaining 
electronic votes will be conducted as 5- 
minute votes. 

f 

WAIVING POINTS OF ORDER 
AGAINST CONFERENCE REPORT 
ON H.R. 5682, HENRY J. HYDE 
UNITED STATES-INDIA PEACE-
FUL ATOMIC ENERGY COOPERA-
TION ACT OF 2006 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
pending business is the vote on adop-
tion of House Resolution 1101, on which 
the yeas and nays are ordered. 

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the resolution. 

The vote was taken by electronic de-
vice, and there were—yeas 355, nays 55, 
not voting 22, as follows: 

[Roll No. 529] 

YEAS—355 

Abercrombie 
Ackerman 
Aderholt 
Akin 
Alexander 
Allen 
Andrews 
Baca 
Bachus 
Barrett (SC) 
Barrow 
Bartlett (MD) 
Barton (TX) 
Bass 
Bean 
Beauprez 
Berkley 
Berman 
Biggert 
Bilbray 
Bilirakis 
Bishop (GA) 
Bishop (NY) 
Bishop (UT) 
Blackburn 
Blunt 
Boehlert 
Boehner 
Bonilla 
Bonner 
Bono 
Boozman 
Boren 
Boswell 
Boucher 
Boustany 
Boyd 
Bradley (NH) 
Brady (TX) 

Brown (OH) 
Brown (SC) 
Brown, Corrine 
Brown-Waite, 

Ginny 
Burgess 
Butterfield 
Buyer 
Calvert 
Camp (MI) 
Campbell (CA) 
Cannon 
Cantor 
Capito 
Capuano 
Cardin 
Cardoza 
Carnahan 
Carson 
Carter 
Castle 
Chabot 
Chandler 
Chocola 
Clay 
Clyburn 
Coble 
Cole (OK) 
Conaway 
Cooper 
Costa 
Cramer 
Crenshaw 
Crowley 
Cuellar 
Culberson 
Cummings 
Davis (AL) 
Davis (CA) 

Davis (FL) 
Davis (IL) 
Davis (KY) 
Davis (TN) 
Davis, Tom 
Deal (GA) 
DeFazio 
DeGette 
Delahunt 
Dent 
Diaz-Balart, L. 
Diaz-Balart, M. 
Dicks 
Doolittle 
Doyle 
Drake 
Dreier 
Duncan 
Edwards 
Ehlers 
Emanuel 
Emerson 
Engel 
English (PA) 
Eshoo 
Etheridge 
Everett 
Feeney 
Ferguson 
Filner 
Fitzpatrick (PA) 
Flake 
Forbes 
Fortenberry 
Fossella 
Foxx 
Frank (MA) 
Franks (AZ) 
Frelinghuysen 
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