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from Kentucky, Senator BUNNING, who 
is also here. 

I yield the floor and look forward to 
hearing his remarks. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Kentucky. 

Mr. BUNNING. Mr. President, first, I 
thank my senior colleague—not senior 
colleague but senior Senator from Ken-
tucky for this wonderful gesture. 

Every young student in Kentucky 
knows the legend of Henry Clay. My 
wife Mary and our children all learned 
about Henry Clay in Kentucky schools. 
Many of my grandchildren in Kentucky 
have also heard the stories of Henry 
Clay’s time spent as a member of the 
Kentucky House of Representatives 
where he became speaker, Speaker of 
the U.S. House of Representatives, Sec-
retary of State in the United States, 
and U.S. Senator. 

Henry Clay served the people of Ken-
tucky for nearly one-half a century. He 
also is called and should be called one 
of the greatest Senators in the history 
of the Senate for the compromises he 
brokered during the divisive war years 
before the Civil War. 

Henry Clay’s legends remains with 
all Kentuckians today. His home in 
Lexington is a revered site in Ken-
tucky. A statue and portrait of Henry 
Clay stands just off the Senate floor, 
and the desk of Henry Clay used when 
he served in this great body remains 
with us today, as well. As my colleague 
Senator MCCONNELL said, he has used 
that desk since it was assigned to the 
senior Senator from Kentucky. 

Senator MCCONNELL is a student of 
Kentucky history and a student also of 
the history of the Senate. Like Henry 
Clay, Senator MCCONNELL has become 
a respected leader in this Senate. Now 
with Senator MCCONNELL’s new role as 
the Republican leader in the 110th Con-
gress comes a new desk and with it, its 
own special history. He has been gra-
cious to introduce and pass a resolu-
tion to allow Henry Clay’s desk to re-
main forever in the family of Kentucky 
Senators. 

As the junior Senator from Ken-
tucky, it would be an honor to serve in 
this Senate with the same desk that 
Henry Clay once called his own. It is 
with deep gratitude and thanks to my 
senior Senator from Kentucky for his 
work on this resolution that I have co-
sponsored, and I hope my colleagues 
are as excited as I am about what has 
just happened, the fact that my time in 
the Senate will at least be spent, par-
tially, at the desk of Henry Clay, the 
great compromiser from Kentucky. 

I thank my senior Senator for all the 
work he has done in his entire Senate 
career and particularly today on pass-
ing Henry Clay’s desk on to the junior 
Senator. 

I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from Louisiana. 

TRIBUTE TO ALEC GIFFORD 
Ms. LANDRIEU. Mr. President, I pay 

tribute this morning to a great Amer-
ican journalist from New Orleans, LA. 
Alec Gifford will be formally retiring 
from WDSU in New Orleans this De-
cember after an extraordinarily 
lengthy, fulfilling, and energetic career 
covering politics and a whole range of 
issues over decades, including hurri-
canes, storms and other disasters. He 
even hosted, believe it or not, a cook-
ing show. 

Alec came from a family of journal-
ists. His father covered Governor Huey 
Long for the Times-Picayune, and his 
grandfather published one of the first 
local French language newspapers. So 
his family tradition has deep roots in 
Louisiana and in New Orleans. After 
serving in the U.S. Navy, Alec came to 
WDSU in 1955. He introduced the people 
of Louisiana to a very young Senator 
at the time, John F. Kennedy, as he 
sought to become—and ultimately 
did—the President of the United 
States. Just as we have spent many 
hours on this floor in recent months 
and years discussing the share of royal-
ties that Louisiana should get from en-
ergy production off of our coast—and I 
believed I was the first on the story—I 
was corrected by my staff that Alec 
Gifford was one of the first on the 
story four decades ago. 

He asked Senator Kennedy his posi-
tion on how these royalties would be 
handled when he came in to campaign 
for the Presidency back then. And he 
also pressed him on the Nation’s path 
toward an equal education for all of 
our children during that extraordinary 
historic interview. 

Louisiana later gave all of its elec-
toral votes to Senator Kennedy, who 
became our 35th President. We then, of 
course, passed major legislation for 
equal opportunity, and today or tomor-
row we will be passing a historic piece 
of legislation on royalty sharing after 
all these many years. 

Alec was a journalist who always 
knew the important stories and man-
aged to explain them to the people at 
home in a way they could grasp and 
understand the impact on their daily, 
everyday lives, and their future. 

But Alec really made a name for him-
self in 1965, demonstrating his dedica-
tion to the story when Hurricane Betsy 
struck Louisiana. While every other 
station had lost their ability to broad-
cast back in 1965—the city and region 
were basically dark and shut down, and 
the winds were howling, and the waters 
were almost as high as during 
Katrina—Alec stood in the path of the 
hurricane and brought images of the 
storm into every home that could re-
ceive a television signal. 

Forty years later, he was there again 
for us with Hurricanes Katrina and 
Rita. He evacuated himself to Jackson, 
MS, but stayed on the story, as many 
brave journalists did. But Alec has 

been doing this for so long. His accom-
plishments throughout this were sin-
gular. Working his way—scratching, 
crawling his way—back to New Orle-
ans, like many of our journalists did, 
he continued to stay on the story. 

The hurricanes could not stop him. 
The flooding could not stop him. And 
in a few simple sentences, Alec Gifford 
illustrated the magnitude of the im-
pact that Hurricanes Katrina and Rita 
have had on Louisiana, when he said: 

This is nothing like Betsy. . . . Betsy was 
a horrible storm. Betsy was a walk in the 
park. I cannot believe how Katrina and Rita 
have turned our world upside down and back-
ward. Isn’t it amazing how everything 
changes? 

But Alec has not changed at all over 
these decades. He has stayed resolute, 
committed to his craft, energetic, and 
absolutely consistent in his work ethic. 
He is almost 80 years young, and he has 
never slowed down. His colleague, 
Travers Mackel, can attest to that. He 
said: 

I’m 31 years old, and I have a tough time 
keeping up with him. He’s the first one in to 
work [in the morning] and the last one out 
the door. 

His news director, Anzio Williams, 
said: ‘‘I don’t ever want to hear any-
body complain,’’ he says to his staff, 
‘‘about being overworked and over-
stressed. This guy, [referring to Alec], 
outworks everybody.’’ 

But after a half a century on the air, 
at WDSU, WVUE, and for NBC News, 
Alec has decided to retire. He has cer-
tainly left his mark on the news in 
New Orleans, hiring the next genera-
tion of WDSU in anchor Norm Robin-
son and reporter Richard Angelico— 
who both have done an outstanding job 
for our community—but he will now be 
able to spend more time with the peo-
ple he cares about most, his wife 
Delores, his five children, and his eight 
grandchildren. 

He is truly part of the soul of our 
city, and a shining example of the best 
in his craft—a reporter to the core, a 
man willing to stay on the job, no mat-
ter what, to tell the story, to tell it 
right, to tell it clearly. Alec Gifford 
may be leaving the studio, but he is 
not leaving our hearts and our memo-
ries. I for one would not be surprised to 
see him on television again. I am sure 
he will come back in a different capac-
ity, in a different way, but this Senator 
would like to say how much I have per-
sonally appreciated his service to our 
community and wanted to pay tribute 
to Alec Gifford today on the eve of his 
retirement from WDSU. 

f 

HONORING SENATORIAL SERVICE 

Ms. LANDRIEU. Mr. President, I 
have a few more minutes before the 
10:30 vote, and I take this time to say 
a few words about some of my col-
leagues who are retiring. We had a 
good bit of time yesterday devoted to 
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their tremendous contributions, and as 
each of us, the 100 of us, do know each 
other pretty well, I have come to the 
floor to say a few things about several 
of the colleagues I have had the dis-
tinct pleasure of working with very 
closely. 

BILL FRIST 
Mr. President, one is, of course, Sen-

ator BILL FRIST, our retiring majority 
leader. I had the wonderful opportunity 
to be invited to travel with Senator 
FRIST. I guess you could say it was 
clearly an opportunity. It was not nec-
essarily a pleasurable trip in the sense 
that the first trip I took with him was 
to tour the devastation of the tsunami. 
Soon after he assumed the role of lead-
er, the tsunami hit the Indian coast-
line. It was one of the largest disasters 
in the recent history of the world. 

I had a chance to go to that region 
with Senator FRIST. I actually saw him 
firsthand don his doctor’s coat and 
take off, if you will, his hat as Senator 
and put on his coat as doctor and oper-
ate. I agreed to go on that trip with 
him under one condition, that I myself 
would not have to go with him into the 
operating rooms. So I stayed outside 
and talked with people while he went 
in and actually did the hard work of 
saving people’s lives and bringing them 
back to health. 

But what I will most remember about 
that trip—and there were about six of 
us on it—is that he was the first one 
awake in the morning, the last one to 
go to bed at night, constantly working 
until the point where those of us said 
we are unlikely to ever travel with him 
again because we could not get any 
rest through the entire week and were 
so exhausted when we got back. We 
said: If he calls again to ask us to trav-
el, tell him I am doing something else. 
I am kidding, of course. But I say that 
with the greatest admiration for a man 
who has an extraordinary work ethic. 
And through so many ups and downs, 
literally, of these helicopters and trips, 
I remember him staying so steady and 
so calm, even when we saw some of the 
most horrific sights you can imagine. 

But he has led this Chamber and 
brought his own style of leadership and 
his own gifts that God has given him to 
this Chamber. I am a Senator who 
truly admires that particular aspect of 
his service and wanted to put that into 
the RECORD in a small way this morn-
ing. 

JIM JEFFORDS 
Mr. President, I also want to remem-

ber for a minute the good work of Sen-
ator JEFFORDS. Senator JEFFORDS 
tends to be one of the quiet Members of 
the Senate. Some of us talk a lot more 
than others. He does not do much talk-
ing, but he sure gets a lot done. I will 
never forget, and the people of Lou-
isiana are so grateful to Senator JEF-
FORDS, as he chaired the EPW Com-
mittee, for being one of the first Sen-
ators in this Chamber to recognize the 

extraordinary loss of our wetlands and 
what it would mean to south Louisiana 
and the Gulf of Mexico. And ulti-
mately, of course, we saw the tragedy 
unfold before our eyes. Had we listened 
to Senator JEFFORDS, and the other few 
voices who were calling out years ago, 
perhaps some of that loss of life and 
billions of dollars of loss of property 
could have been averted. 

Senator JEFFORDS came down to Lou-
isiana on several occasions. One I will 
never forget is standing with him in 
this very southern part of the State in 
Lafourche Parish, literally almost into 
the gulf waters, we were so far down 
south. I was explaining to him—and 
this is far out from New Orleans. You 
have to try a little hard to get there. 
You fly into the big airport, and then 
you have to go by either bus or heli-
copter, and it is difficult. And, of 
course, Senator JEFFORDS’ health has 
not been great lately. But he was a real 
trooper, and he said: No, Mary. I want 
to go, and I want to see it. 

So we flew him way down to the wet-
lands, and he and I were standing 
there, and I was explaining to him how 
his work in the Senate was affecting 
the lives of my constituents down in 
the bayou and was saying: Senator, al-
most once a week or so some fishing 
vessel or shrimp trawler runs into this 
bridge. And when the bridge shuts 
down, we literally not only keep 
schoolchildren from getting to school 
and parents from getting to their chil-
dren, but we literally shut down the 
whole offshore oil and gas industry or a 
big part of it, because when a bridge 
shuts down, none of the trucks can 
move, no supplies can get out to the 
rigs. Don’t you think this country, 
which spends trillions of dollars every 
year, can spend a few million dollars to 
fix this bridge? 

The words had not gotten out of my 
mouth when a shrimp trawler hit the 
bridge, and the bridge moved slightly. 
The big wings of the shrimp trawler 
collapsed, and Senator JEFFORDS 
looked at me and said: Now, Mary, you 
have gotten way too dramatic on this 
point. You did not have to set that 
stage for that boat to hit that bridge. 
He said: I get the message. So we, of 
course, had a laugh about that. 

But his sense of humor, his commit-
ment, and his passion for the environ-
ment and the people who live on the 
land, the people who live in this nat-
ural environment, is what has always 
made me a real fan of his. I want him 
to know I am going to miss him and his 
staff who have also been extremely 
kind to me and my staff in the Senate. 

MIKE DE WINE 
Mr. President, I wish to speak about 

Senator DEWINE, my distinguished col-
league from Ohio, and a good friend, 
and a man whom I have worked very 
closely with in our capacity as appro-
priators. Also, we share a passion for 
the child welfare system in this Na-

tion, trying to improve it—of course, 
promoting adoption, the notion that 
there is no such thing as unwanted 
children, just unfound families. 

I could not but come to the floor and 
say that MIKE DEWINE is literally one 
of the most compassionate men I have 
ever known. That compassion is obvi-
ous to anyone who works closely with 
him day in and day out. It is not fake. 
It is very real. And the spiritual depths 
of which he and his wife Fran and their 
children live their faith—not just talk 
about it, not just use it as a shield to 
protect them, but as a way to serve 
others—is quite extraordinary. 

This Senator has seen that in him 
and his work, side by side with him. I 
want my other colleagues to know that 
if it were not for Senator MIKE 
DEWINE, the District of Columbia 
would not have their family court, the 
country would not have the stable fam-
ilies legislation he and Senator ROCKE-
FELLER pushed through this Chamber 
at a time when not that many people 
understood the consequence of a foster 
care system in disrepair and what hap-
pens to children when they get stuck in 
a system that does not appreciate their 
dignity or respect their right to a fam-
ily. 

Senator DEWINE, a family man him-
self, most certainly understands that 
and pushed that legislation through, 
and dozens of other pieces of legisla-
tion that I had the privilege to help 
him with, and to assist him with, and 
to watch him lead on. So I am cer-
tainly going to miss his leadership. But 
I will commit to him my focus on 
Haiti. I will never be able to fill the 
shoes he has laid out with the work he 
has done, but several of us intend to 
continue his work with Haiti, the poor-
est nation on the Earth, and continue 
his great passion, as much as we can, 
in our time here in the Senate. 

LINCOLN CHAFEE 

Mr. President, Senator LINCOLN 
CHAFEE of Rhode Island has been an 
independent voice for his State and the 
issues he believes in, regardless of par-
tisan consideration. He will be missed 
by all of us. 

CONRAD BURNS 

Mr. President, Senator CONRAD 
BURNS has represented his State of 
Montana for three terms. He has been a 
stalwart on behalf of his constituents 
and his philosophy of government. We 
thank him for his public service. 

GEORGE ALLEN 

Mr. President, finally, I want to rec-
ognize the Senator from Virginia, 
GEORGE ALLEN, for his service as Sen-
ator and as Governor of his State. We 
have worked together on a range of 
issues on the Energy and Small Busi-
ness Committees as well as on the his-
toric antilynching bill. 

To all of our retiring Members, I say 
thank you. Thank you for your efforts 
on behalf of my State when you were 
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needed and thank you for your service 
to America. 

Mr. President, I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from Pennsylvania. 
f 

NOMINATION OF KENT A. JORDAN 
Mr. SPECTER. Mr. President, we are 

due to vote in 2 minutes on the cloture 
motion to cut off debate so we can pro-
ceed to a vote on the nomination of 
Kent A. Jordan to serve on the U.S. 
Court of Appeals for the Third Circuit. 
Kent Jordan now is Judge Jordan on 
the U.S. District Court for the District 
of Delaware. He has an outstanding 
academic and professional record. He 
graduated cum laude from the George-
town Law Center. 

Judge Jordan was nominated to serve 
on the U.S. Court of Appeals for the 
Third Circuit on June 28, 2006. A hear-
ing was held for his nomination on Sep-
tember 6, 2006. His nomination reported 
out of the Judiciary Committee with a 
favorable recommendation on Sep-
tember 26, 2006. 

In 1981, Judge Jordan received his BA 
from Brigham Young University, where 
he graduated with high honors. In 1984, 
he received his JD from the George-
town Law Center, where he graduated 
cum laude. 

Following law school Judge Jordan 
served as a law clerk to the Honorable 
James L. Latchum, U.S. District Judge 
for the District of Delaware. After his 
clerkship, he entered private practice 
as an associate at Potter Anderson & 
Corroon. From 1987 to 1992, he served as 
an Assistant U.S. Attorney in the U.S. 
Attorney’s Office for the District of 
Delaware, where he became the office’s 
lead attorney on civil matters and 
served as lead and cocounsel on a vari-
ety of criminal matters. 

He then joined Morris James 
Hitchens & Williams as an associate in 
1992, becoming a partner in 1994. While 
at the firm he handled intellectual 
property, corporate, and commercial 
litigation. 

From 1998 to 2002, he served as vice- 
president and general counsel for the 
Corporation Service Company in Wil-
mington, DE. 

In 2002, he was nominated and con-
firmed as a district judge for the Dis-
trict of Delaware, where he still sits. 

Judge Jordan is also a scholar who 
teaches as an adjunct professor at 
three law schools: the University of 
Pennsylvania, Vanderbilt, and Wid-
ener. Judge Jordan has spoken and 
published articles on intellectual prop-
erty, civil procedure, advocacy, and 
professional responsibility. He has also 
contributed chapters to several legal 
titles, including two manuals used in 
the Third Circuit: ‘‘Federal Appellate 
Procedure ‘‘and’’ Federal Civil Proce-
dure Before Trial.’’ 

Judge Jordan has received a unani-
mous ‘‘well qualified’’ rating from the 
American Bar Association. 

Mr. President, I ask unanimous con-
sent that his resume and a full state-
ment of his accomplishments be print-
ed in the RECORD. 

There being no objection, the mate-
rial was ordered to be printed in the 
RECORD, as follows: 
KENT A. JORDAN, U.S. COURT OF APPEALS FOR 

THE THIRD CIRCUIT 
Birth: 

Oct. 24, 1957, West Point, New York 
Legal Residence: 

Delaware 
Education: 

B.A., Brigham Young University, with high 
honors, 1981 

J.D., Georgetown Law Center, cum laude, 
1984 
Employment: 

Law Clerk, James L. Latchum, U.S. Dis-
trict Court for the District of Delaware, 1984– 
1985 

Associate, Potter Anderson & Corroon, 
1985–1987 

Assistant United States Attorney, U.S. At-
torney’s Office for the District of Delaware, 
1987–1992 

Associate, Morris James Hitchens & Wil-
liams, 1992–1993; Partner, 1994–1997 

Vice-President and General Counsel, Cor-
poration Service Company, 1998–2002 

United States District Judge, District of 
Delaware, 2002–present 
Selected Activities: 

Member of the Board of Directors, Commu-
nity Legal Aid Society, Inc., 1994–1997 

Member, Delaware State Bar Association, 
1984–present 

Member, District of Columbia Bar Associa-
tion, 1996–present 

Member, American Bar Association, 1984 to 
early 1990s 

Member, Federalist Society, 1995–1997 
Adjunct professor at: Widener University 

School of Law, 1995–1996; 2006–present; Van-
derbilt University School of Law, 2003– 
present; University of Pennsylvania Law 
School, 2005–present. 

Judge Kent Jordan, of the United States 
District Court for the District of Delaware, 
was nominated to serve on the United States 
Court of Appeals for the Third Circuit on 
June 28, 2006. A hearing was held for his nom-
ination on September 6, 2006. His nomination 
reported out of the Judiciary Committee 
with a favorable recommendation on Sep-
tember 26, 2006. 

In 1981, Judge Jordan received his B.A. 
from Brigham Young University, where he 
graduated with high honors. In 1984, he re-
ceived his J.D. from the Georgetown Law 
Center, where he graduated cum laude. Fol-
lowing law school Judge Jordan served as a 
law clerk to the Honorable James L. 
Latchum, U.S. District Judge for the Dis-
trict of Delaware. After his clerkship, he en-
tered private practice as an associate at Pot-
ter Anderson & Corroon. From 1987 to 1992, 
he served as an Assistant United States At-
torney in the U.S. Attorney’s Office for the 
District of Delaware, where he became the 
office’s lead attorney on civil matters and 
served as lead and co-counsel on a variety of 
criminal matters. 

He then joined Morris James Hitchens & 
Williams as an associate in 1992, becoming a 
partner in 1994. While at the firm he handled 
intellectual property, corporate, and com-
mercial litigation. From 1998 to 2002, he 
served as vice-president and general counsel 

for the Corporation Service Company in Wil-
mington, DE. In 2002, he was nominated and 
confirmed as a District Judge for the Dis-
trict of Delaware. 

Judge Jordan is also a scholar who teaches 
as an adjunct professor at three law schools: 
the University of Pennsylvania, Vanderbilt 
University, and Widener University. Judge 
Jordan has spoken and published articles on 
intellectual property, civil procedure, advo-
cacy, and professional responsibility. He has 
also contributed chapters to several legal ti-
tles, including two manuals used in the 
Third Circuit: Federal Appellate Procedure 
and Federal Civil Procedure Before Trial. 

Judge Jordan has received a unanimous 
‘‘Well Qualified’’ rating from the American 
Bar Association. He enjoys the strong sup-
port of both Delaware Senators. 

Mr. SPECTER. Mr. President, in the 
30 seconds remaining, I urge my col-
leagues to proceed to vote on the nomi-
nation of Judge Jordan and also on the 
pending nominations of some 13 dis-
trict court judges, all of whom have 
been reported out favorably by the Ju-
diciary Committee. Regrettably, the 
Senate does not focus as much atten-
tion on these judgeships as I think it 
should. The distinguished Presiding Of-
ficer has a judge on the docket from 
the State of Georgia. And with the 
enormous business pressures we have— 
on Iraq and on taxes and on appropria-
tions—there is too little attention on 
judges. When a judge is not present on 
the Third Circuit, and currently there 
are four vacancies on that circuit, they 
have a judicial emergency situation. 
Their docket is clogged and people 
have to wait a long time to have their 
cases heard. 

Similarly, if there is not a judge sit-
ting in Georgia or in Ohio, where Sen-
ator DEWINE and Senator VOINOVICH 
want a nominee confirmed, people are 
prejudiced and disadvantaged. And 
from the Western District of Michigan, 
a Congressman was over yesterday, 
urging Senators to move ahead on the 
three pending nominations in that dis-
trict. I ask that every step be taken at 
every level of the Senate to confirm 
these judges. 

I yield the floor. 
f 

CONCLUSION OF MORNING 
BUSINESS 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Morning 
business is closed. 

f 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 

NOMINATION OF KENT A. JORDAN 
TO BE UNITED STATES CIRCUIT 
JUDGE FOR THE THIRD CIRCUIT 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under 

the previous order, the hour of 10:30 
a.m. having arrived, the Senate will 
proceed to executive session for a vote 
on the motion to invoke cloture on the 
nomination of Kent Jordan, which the 
clerk will report. 

The assistant legislative clerk read 
the nomination of Kent A. Jordan, of 
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