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Dr. Kirkpatrick was the first woman 

to serve as U.S. Permanent Represent-
ative to the United Nations. During her 
tenure at the U.N., she was a vigorous 
advocate of American interests. She 
also recognized the strong moral lead-
ership that this Nation provides for the 
rest of the world. 

She was awarded numerous honors 
for her work. Among them, she re-
ceived the Nation’s highest civilian 
honor, the Presidential Medal of Free-
dom. 

Mr. President, few can match the 
courage that Dr. Kirkpatrick brought 
to defending freedom and American in-
terests around the world. She was a 
warrior for human rights, for freedom, 
and for her Nation. Few have or ever 
will match her service to our country. 
We, and millions around the world, are 
in her debt. We will miss her greatly. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO WILL EDD CLARK 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
today pay tribute to Will Edd Clark, 
who is the general manager of the 
Western Dark Fired Tobacco Growers’ 
Association in Murray, KY. Will Edd 
has served in this role for 27 years, and 
during that time, he has been a tireless 
advocate for tobacco farmers in west-
ern Kentucky. 

The Western Dark Fired Tobacco 
Growers’ Association was established 
in 1931 and has helped administer the 
Federal tobacco program as well as 
represent the interests of tobacco 
growers in nine counties in western 
Kentucky, plus three counties in Ten-
nessee. In 2004, the tobacco quota 
buyout program was signed into law, 
which dismantled the Federal tobacco 
program that had been in place since 
the 1930s. Will Edd realized the benefit 
that the association’s growers would 
receive from this historical piece of 
legislation, and he played a vital role 
in securing its passage. 

Now that the tobacco quota program 
is gone, the Western Dark Fired To-
bacco Growers’ Association has decided 
to close its operations at the end of 
2006. Although the association will no 
longer be in existence, the associa-
tion’s historical papers will be kept by 
Murray State University, which will 
preserve the legacy of Will Edd as a 
true supporter of Kentucky’s tobacco 
industry. I ask unanimous consent that 
an article which appeared in the Mur-
ray Ledger & Times on December 1, 
2006, detailing the association’s history 
and Will Edd’s record of service be 
printed in the RECORD. I ask my fellow 
Senators to join me in thanking Will 
Edd Clark for his service to the people 
of Kentucky. 

There being no objection, the mate-
rial was ordered to be printed in the 
RECORD, as follows: 

DESPITE CLOSURE, TOBACCO ASSOCIATION’S 
HISTORY, EFFORTS WILL BE PRESERVED 

(By Greg Travis) 
Murray’s Western Dark Fired Tobacco 

Growers’ Association is closing its oper-
ations after serving the people of western 
Kentucky and west Tennessee since 1931. An 
absolute auction of the association’s busi-
ness office and warehouses was held Thurs-
day for the 4,048 brick, business office com-
plex at 206 Maple Street and property con-
sisting of 55,599 square feet of three commer-
cial warehouses located at Poplar and Elm 
streets. 

‘‘We appreciate everyone’s interest in the 
auction. Naturally, we would liked to have 
seen them bring more but we had to sell 
them. We had no choice,’’ Association Gen-
eral Manager Will Edd Clark said, adding 
that the combined totals realized from the 
sale was just over $400,000. 

‘‘Those bidding knew this was an absolute 
auction. We’re proud for them. They got 
some good buys today.’’ 

He said the office went to Rick Hixon and 
the warehouses were purchased by Keith 
Brandon. 

He said that as a result of the tobacco 
buyout program, directors of the association 
decided there was no need or purpose for the 
association to continue. 

‘‘The association came about as a result of 
low prices that were being realized from the 
early 1900s to the 1920s. Farmers were look-
ing for security in their production of to-
bacco,’’ Clark said. ‘‘The tobacco industry as 
we know it today did not exist. There were 
Night Riders in the area and other situations 
that influenced the production of tobacco for 
many growers.’’ 

He said the tobacco business that most 
people are familiar with existed from the 
1930s until the tobacco quota buyout that 
was included in the America Jobs Creation 
Act of 2004 terminated the federal tobacco 
price support and supply control programs. 

He said the program that had been in place 
until then worked well and was one of the 
best farm programs. ‘‘But everything has a 
life span. With the anti-tobacco feelings in 
the country today it’s hard to generate 
changes in the program,’’ he said. 

He said the local organization had a lot of 
local history. ‘‘Tobacco will continue to play 
a major role in this region. It will still be 
here for many years to come, but you have 
to change with the changes, and our changes 
will really start to be felt with the new own-
ers of our properties.’’ 

Clark said that once the properties are dis-
posed of and all the business issues are set-
tled, the association will go back and return 
those assets to the association’s members. 

He added that James R. Cash of Mayfield, 
who is a member of the association, offered 
to conduct the auctions at no fee charge. 
‘‘He said that, as a member, he has been for-
tunate to assist other members with auc-
tions of land and equipment and that he 
wanted to conduct this auction with no 
fees,’’ Clark noted. ‘‘This will be a great ben-
efit to the association and its members.’’ 

Clark said the association will still main-
tain a presence in the community for some 
time. He said, as with any industry of its 
size, there are still business-related issues 
that will require time and attention. He esti-
mated that his final days on the job would 
probably be in a few months. ‘‘The associa-
tion had a good run. There have been lots of 
directors and I have no regrets for my time 
here.’’ 

The association has approximately 1,000 
members, it was reported. 

He noted that, over the years, tobacco has 
paid billions of dollars in taxes and those 
dollars collected have paid for many things. 
‘‘Tobacco has meant so much to so many 
people and it has impacted everyone. Our 
forefathers thought it was important enough 
that there are tobacco leaves on the facades 
of many important buildings. Tobacco has 
saved many farmers, helped families and 
sent many children to school.’’ 

Throughout the years the local association 
has administered the tobacco program and 
lobbied for the growers in the nine counties 
of the Jackson Purchase and the Tennessee 
counties of Henry, Weakley and Obion. 

‘‘Since there will not be a tobacco program 
or a price support system, then there really 
isn’t a need or purpose for our association 
any longer,’’ Clark said. ‘‘We have been 
working to get things in place for the clo-
sure.’’ 

Clark said he has arranged with Murray 
State University to take over some of the as-
sociation’s historical papers. 

‘‘This will be a big benefit for residents of 
the community. MSU’s people will have to 
go through the old papers and catalog all of 
those items before they are available to the 
public,’’ he said. ‘‘We have old records, pa-
pers and even the minute books from the 
first meetings. Many papers date back to 
1931. And there are old floor sheets on to-
bacco that went to pool. There’s lots of in-
formation and names.’’ 

He said the vintage documents will be of 
interest to a lot of people. 

‘‘One of the very first things I did when I 
came to work here was to go back and read 
through all of the old minute books. It really 
helped me to know where we were as an asso-
ciation and it helped to plan for the future,’’ 
he noted. 

Clark is only the fourth or fifth manager 
since the association began. He said he was 
unsure what he would do, but he added, 
‘‘something will come along.’’ 

Association President Jim Kelly said the 
sale was the end of a long era in Calloway 
County. ‘‘Lots of farmers were helped 
through the association. Things are just dif-
ferent now. Farmers are contracting with 
companies and that’s where most of the 
farmers are at these days. The pool was a 
safety net that would grade and process to-
bacco until somebody needed it,’’ he said. 

Kelly, who farms 76 acres of burley and 
dark-fired tobacco, said more farmers were 
going for larger acreage and many of the 
smaller farmers were dropping out the busi-
nesses. ‘‘With the costs of farming nowadays, 
it’s just not something that people get into 
the way they used to do.’’ 

He said farmers were basically at the 
mercy of what the companies would pay for 
the tobacco. But even then, there are pluses 
and minuses to the situation. 

He added that the association was in a 
shut-down phase and assets would eventually 
be returned to its members. 

‘‘There hasn’t been any tobacco stored in 
those warehouses in a long time. It’s sad to 
see it all come to a close,’’ he remarked. 

f 

DEFINITION CLARIFICATION 
Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, I come 

to the floor to discuss a very important 
issue facing American workers—mil-
lions of whom will be barred from orga-
nizing or exercising their labor rights 
unless Congress intervenes. 

Eight million workers will no longer 
be able to join a union or fight collec-
tively for better pay and working con-
ditions—including those already in a 
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