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enlisted in the Iowa Army National 
Guard. On September 30, 2006, while 
serving in support of Operation Iraqi 
Freedom in Al Asad, Iraq, with C Com-
pany, 1st Battalion, 133rd Infantry 
Regiment, 34th Infantry Division, Iowa 
Falls, then-Staff Sergeant Nisely 
passed away when his military vehicle 
encountered small arms fire. He was 
posthumously promoted to sergeant 
first class. 

Sergeant First Class Nisely is sur-
vived by his wife Geri of Marshalltown, 
IA, his son Justin of Greeley, CO, his 
daughter Sarah of Ames, IA, and his 
parents J.C. and Norma of Syracuse, 
NE. 

I offer my sincere condolences to Ser-
geant First Class Nisely’s family. He 
made the ultimate and most coura-
geous sacrifice in the name of freedom 
and hope to defend liberty. Sergeant 
First Class Nisely was a man of incred-
ible bravery; he will be forever remem-
bered as a hero who sacrificed every-
thing for his fellow country men and 
women. 

f 

RETIREMENT OF GENERAL JAMES 
L. JONES, U.S. MARINE CORPS 

Mr. LEAHY. Mr. President, I would 
like to take this opportunity to com-
mend GEN James L. Jones and to con-
gratulate him on his retirement. Gen-
eral Jones has served this country 
through landmark events, including 
the Cold War and September 11, with 
consistent skill and with dedication, 
energy and intelligence. The country 
has greatly benefited from his service, 
and his clear-eyed counsel will be 
greatly missed. 

I have known Jim Jones for almost 30 
years. I was immediately impressed 
with his calm manner and obvious in-
tellect when I first encountered him as 
a major in the Senate’s Marine Corps 
liaison office. I had heard of his distin-
guished background to that point, 
which included service in Vietnam, 
where he earned a Silver Star, and 
years as a company commander, moti-
vating his marines with his steadfast-
ness. 

Over the years, I, along with all of 
my colleagues in the Senate, have 
watched Jim Jones grow into a stellar 
leader. There are two sides to military 
service—the field operations and the 
administrative side. While each pre-
sents its own challenges, both are abso-
lutely essential to a strong Marine 
Corps. Jim Jones has been simply su-
perb in both roles. 

I remember encountering then Colo-
nel Jones in northern Iraq after the 
first gulf war during Operation Provide 
Comfort, which sought to provide food 
and supplies to the Kurds. At one 
point, I accompanied him into the town 
of Zaku. While you would think that 
this would be one of the more dan-
gerous places, with multitudes of refu-
gees and harassing Iraqi forces, I must 

admit I have never felt safer as Marine 
helicopter gunships, Air Force A–10s, 
and well-orchestrated groups of ma-
rines provided cover. General Jones 
was utterly comfortable, and com-
pletely confident, in that environment. 

Yet he was just as at home in the 
conference rooms at Corps Head-
quarters, at the Pentagon, and walking 
the historic Halls of Congress. Serving 
as the 32nd Commandant of the U.S. 
Marine Corps, General Jones provided 
remarkable leadership to the Corps be-
fore and after the September 11 at-
tacks. The marines under his command 
took on critical counterterrorist ac-
tivities, forging strong ties with our 
special operations forces. General 
Jones’ leadership led to the Marine 
Corps’ successful operations in south-
ern Afghanistan. Always a persuasive 
advocate for adequate resources for the 
Corps, he was an equally outstanding 
contributor to the Joint Chiefs of 
Staff, where he could only ‘‘partly’’ 
wear his service hat. 

For someone with such multifaceted 
talent, skill and experience, it is little 
surprise that General Jones performed 
in equally spectacular fashion in his 
last, two-pronged position as Com-
mander of U.S. European Command 
and as the Supreme Allied Commander, 
Europe. The 14th Supreme Allied Com-
mander, he has encouraged our NATO 
allies to take on greater military re-
sponsibilities outside of Europe, in-
cluding more leadership in ongoing op-
erations in Afghanistan. His clear, 
well-spoken manner and obvious credi-
bility have made General Jones an in-
valuable asset. 

Through it all, General Jones has had 
no greater partner, confidant, and 
friend than his wife Diane. The com-
mitment that they have shown in the 
good and bad times, to their children 
and to all who know them, is simply 
remarkable, and it is inspiring. 

I join with my wife Marcelle, my fel-
low Vermonters, and all Americans in 
expressing our deep thanks to General 
Jones and his family. We owe this out-
standing American, great marine, and 
dedicated representative of the very 
best aspects of our Nation, a debt of 
gratitude that can never be repaid. 
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LANDMINES IN COLOMBIA 

Mr. LEAHY. Mr. President, as some-
one who has been concerned about the 
problem of landmines for nearly two 
decades, I was heartened when every 
nation in this hemisphere, except, re-
grettably, the United States and Cuba, 
joined the Ottawa Treaty banning anti-
personnel landmines. Many of them 
had experienced the human misery and 
economic hardship that landmines 
cause. Today most people in Central 
and South America can walk in safety 
thanks to the treaty and thanks to the 
efforts of the Organization of American 
States, with assistance from the U.S. 

Government, to remove the mines in 
those countries. 

Today Colombia is the only country 
in Latin America where landmines are 
still being used. They are a persistent 
problem in almost every department, 
including some of Colombia’s richest 
coffee-growing areas. According to the 
2006 Landmine Monitor report, land-
mines in Colombia claim an average of 
three new victims a day. Colombia has 
the third highest incidence of mine vic-
tims in the world, behind only Cam-
bodia and Afghanistan. 

In Colombia the mines are used by 
rebel and paramilitary groups, and 
they are rudimentary in design. They 
kill or maim whoever comes into con-
tact with them, whether it is a soldier 
or a young child. Many of the victims 
live in remote areas, hours or days 
from any medical services, so there is a 
high risk of bleeding to death. 

Several initiatives are under way to 
help Colombia’s mine victims with ar-
tificial limbs and rehabilitation and 
vocational services. Among them are 
the Polus Center for Social and Eco-
nomic Development, the Colombian 
Coffee Federation, the OAS, Centro In-
tegral de Rehabilitacion de Colombia, 
the Observatorio de Minas Anti-
personnel, and the Colombian organiza-
tion TECNOVO. 

In addition, the Colombian organiza-
tion United for Colombia has been 
working on a shoestring budget, and 
recently with assistance from the U.S. 
Government, to bring Colombian sol-
diers who have been grievously injured 
from landmines to the United States 
for reconstructive surgery. 

I applaud the efforts of organizations 
that are working to assist victims of 
landmines in Colombia. 

It is tragic that any of this is nec-
essary. Landmines are inhumane, in-
herently indiscriminate weapons which 
should be relegated to the dustbin of 
history. The FARC rebels and AUC 
paramilitaries who use mines should be 
condemned. The use of these weapons 
is a gross violation of human rights 
and a crime against humanity. 

On December 3, 2007, the world will 
mark the 10th anniversary of the sign-
ing of the Ottawa Treaty. Great 
progress has been made during the past 
decade in ridding the world of land-
mines. Let us hope that those who con-
tinue to insist on their right to use 
these indiscriminate weapons—in Co-
lombia and in other parts of the world 
including the United States—will fi-
nally recognize that too often their 
victims are innocent people and that 
this cannot be justified. 

f 

FIGHTING MALARIA 

Mr. LEAHY. Mr. President, earlier 
this year, the widely read, widely re-
spected Sports Illustrated columnist 
Rick Reilly launched his Nothing But 
Nets campaign after learning that 
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