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(At the request of Mr. REID, the fol-

lowing statement was ordered to be 
printed in the RECORD.) 

VOICE OF AMERICA 

∑ Mr. BIDEN. Mr. President, as the 
people of Serbia approach a critical na-
tional election on January 21, 2007, I 
pay tribute to the journalists and 
broadcasters who have worked to pro-
vide an antidote to forces of extremism 
in the country. I especially congratu-
late the Voice of America’s Serbian 
Service and recognize the 10-year anni-
versary of its first television broadcast. 
VOA’s long-running work in Serbia has 
played a valuable role in the country’s 
evolution and provided an important 
source of information during the dark-
est periods of Serb history. This con-
tribution has been particularly evident 
as Serbia has undergone profound 
changes in the last 10 years. 

Open Studio, VOA’s first daily tele-
vision newscast, was launched on De-
cember 11, 1996, in the wake of massive 
demonstrations to protest the invalida-
tion of election victories by opponents 
of Slobodan Milosevic. In the face of 
public outcry, the Milosevic regime 
worked quickly to silence independent 
media outlets in Serbia, including a 
small, vibrant radio station called B92. 
The student-run station had distin-
guished itself by broadcasting hard 
news about the wars in the former 
Yugoslavia and engaging in relentless 
criticism of the Government. VOA’s 
Serbian Service responded to the 
Milosevic regime’s attacks on media 
freedom by expanding its broadcast and 
providing extensive reports on the 
international reaction to the protests 
in Serbia. On the day Serb authorities 
finally shut down B92, VOA requested 
permission to help the station reach its 
audience via VOA radio waves. As a re-
sult, VOA Serbian launched a media 
solidarity project and began broad-
casting reports prepared by B92 string-
ers. The solidarity project received 
widespread international attention, in-
cluding press coverage by the New 
York Times, Washington Post, CNN, 
and many other respected media out-
lets. 

After VOA began providing assist-
ance to B92, the Milosevic Government 
relented and permitted the station’s 
radio service to resume broadcasting. 
B92’s chief editor, Veran Matic, cred-
ited VOA’s assistance and inter-
national pressure on the Milosevic 
Government with getting his station 
back on the air. B92 quickly became a 
symbol of freedom and resistance to 
ultranationalism during the balance of 
the Milosevic era. Today, the station is 
one of the most respected radio and tel-
evision broadcasters in Serbia. 

VOA’s Open Studio program has built 
on its early success and is now carried 
by 53 television stations in the region; 
45 in Serbia and Montenegro, 6 in Bos-
nia-Herzegovina, and 1 each in Kosovo 

and Macedonia. VOA is the leading 
international broadcaster in Serbia and 
Montenegro today, reaching 16 percent 
of the country’s population each week 
through its radio and television pro-
gramming. 

By presenting American values to an 
audience that was predominantly anti- 
American, the Voice of America Ser-
bian Service has been an important 
public diplomacy tool and helped pro-
mote United States foreign policy ob-
jectives in Southeast Europe. In keep-
ing with the best traditions of the serv-
ice’s 60-year history, VOA has helped 
guide Serbs toward greater freedom 
and openness, and encouraged the 
country to come to terms with the dif-
ficult legacy of the Yugoslav wars. 
VOA’s objective, comprehensive report-
ing and analysis has provided reliable, 
often indispensable information to the 
region’s Serbian population. 

Events in Serbia during the last dec-
ade provide compelling evidence of how 
courageous journalism can serve as a 
catalyst for democratic change. As the 
region prepares to deal with new chal-
lenges, including potential political 
changes in Belgrade and Kosovo, there 
is an ongoing need to provide South-
east Europe with reliable information. 
Along with the important work of B92 
and other brave Serb partners, I ap-
plaud the efforts of the Voice of Amer-
ica to convey the facts and represent 
the United States to the people of Ser-
bia. I look forward to the VOA’s con-
tinued success in its next decade of 
service.∑ 

f 

WATER RESOURCES 
DEVELOPMENT ACT 

Mr. NELSON of Florida. Mr. Presi-
dent, I rise today to talk about a bill 
that we have been trying to pass for 
several years now—the Water Re-
sources Development Act. Yet, again, 
we were not able to pass this bill that 
is not only important for the State of 
Florida, but also for the country. It in-
cludes two particularly key projects 
for Everglades Restoration: Indian 
River Lagoon and Picayune Strand. 
Both of these projects are critical to 
‘‘getting the water right’’ and restor-
ing the natural environment of Amer-
ica’s Everglades. As incoming Chair of 
the Senate Environment Committee, 
will it be a priority of the new Chair, 
Senator BOXER of California, to pass 
the WRDA as soon as possible in the 
110th Congress? 

Mrs. BOXER. Yes. I commit to my 
friend from Florida, Senator BILL NEL-
SON, that as the new chair of the Envi-
ronment Committee, WRDA will abso-
lutely be a priority for the committee. 
I look forward to working with him on 
projects important to Florida and pass-
ing WRDA as a whole as soon as pos-
sible in the 110th Congress. 

WORLD TRADE MONTH 
Mr. SMITH. Mr. President, I rise 

today to speak about World Trade 
Month. I have always been a free trad-
er, and I am very proud of the many 
Oregon companies that are active in 
international trade and are pioneers in 
breaking into new markets and tearing 
down ancient barriers to commerce and 
cooperation. As advances in technology 
and transportation shrink our world, 
the international trade of goods and 
ideas becomes more and more vital to 
our economy. 

In May 2006, the Commerce Depart-
ment’s Office of Export Assistance or-
ganized a very timely and useful pro-
gram that focused on Asian markets 
beyond China. Oregonians who pay at-
tention to trade realize the importance 
of China as a market for goods and 
services from the Pacific Northwest, 
but we also have a long and robust his-
tory of trade relations elsewhere in Pa-
cific Rim Asia. As a result of this, I 
have led the Senate’s effort to nor-
malize our trade relations with Viet-
nam and increase trade with the least 
developed countries in the Asia-Pacific 
region. 

As a businessman, I have seen how 
trade can raise standards of living both 
in America and around the world. 
International commerce creates new 
growth opportunities for our manufac-
turers and agricultural producers, and 
WTO membership for Vietnam will 
help ensure that everyone’s playing by 
the same rules. It will also mean that 
Oregon farmers, ranchers, manufactur-
ers, and service providers will enjoy 
greater access to a market of more 
than 83 million new customers. 

During the Commerce Department’s 
conference, Deputy Assistant USTR 
Jeri Jensen provided a very insightful 
keynote address, which, without objec-
tion, I would like to have printed in 
the RECORD. I believe this speech is 
worth examination by my colleagues 
interested in trade policy and export 
markets for U.S. goods and services. 

Mr. President, I ask unanimous con-
sent that the speech be printed in the 
RECORD. 

There being no objection, the mate-
rial was ordered to be printed in the 
RECORD, as follows: 

EXPANDING TRADE WITH THE PACIFIC RIM 
(Remarks of Jeri Jensen) 

Want to thank the Portland USEAC and 
Scott Goddin in particular. Before coming to 
USTR, I spent about 20 years at the Com-
merce Department, working trade promotion 
and policy issues. I’ve known Scott most of 
that time, and can say without a doubt how 
lucky Portland is to have him. 

Also want to thank companies that are 
here today, for their interest in the region 
and their support for our trade agenda more 
broadly. Companies like Intel, Nike, 
Tektronix, HP, Infocus and Colombia Sports-
wear are the reason why we work as hard as 
we do at USTR to increase our footprint in 
the Asia Pacific region. We look forward to 
your support next year when we seek Con-
gressional approval for our trade agenda. 
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