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Arscheene, Anita Stafford, Mike Attan, 
and Janet Kent. Their engineering 
mentors include Paul Copioli, Ed 
Debler, Bob Korson, Mike Copioli, 
Mike Beem, Jim Yaxley, Rick 
Thornbro, Omar Zrien and Bill Baedke. 

This championship is a testament to 
and the result of many, many hours of 
hard work and perseverance. While the 
immediate result of their work is im-
pressive, I look forward to the bright 
futures that are ahead of these stu-
dents. They have established a solid 
foundation on which to develop their 
interest in the field of engineering. 
They have also gained invaluable, 
hands-on experience. 

Once again, I would like to congratu-
late the ThunderChickens on their re-
markable 2006 First Robotics Competi-
tion National Championship.∑ 
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TRIBUTE TO VIRGINIA SCOTT 
THOMAS 

∑ Mr. MARTINEZ. Mr. President, 
today, I honor an important Floridian 
and a proud American. Virginia Scott 
Thomas was a loving wife and mother, 
a passionate volunteer, and a trail-
blazer for women in Republican poli-
tics—I am very thankful that she was a 
constituent of mine. Sadly, she died 
this past month—but her legacy of 
hard work and dedication to good lives 
on. 

Virginia Thomas should be com-
mended for the work she put into cre-
ating the Bay County Republican 
Women’s Club. As part of her volunteer 
work for the Republican Party, Vir-
ginia Thomas opened her home to nu-
merous GOP candidates—many of them 
to kick off their campaigns. Her energy 
and hospitality were well known, and 
Republicans from Ronald Reagan to 
Charlie Crist had the pleasure of being 
welcomed into her home. Candidates 
always spoke about their ideas and vi-
sion in front of her now-famous raised 
fireplace hearth and her warm hospi-
tality made her many friends. 

Before calling Florida home, Virginia 
Thomas, a Birmingham, AL, native, 
made history in her State. In 1943, she 
joined and became part of the first 
group of women Marines in the State of 
Alabama. She completed basic training 
in both South Carolina and Georgia 
and was then sent to the U.S. Marine 
Corps base in El Centro, CA, to serve as 
a supply officer. There in California, 
she met her future husband, Marine 
L.E. ‘‘Tommy’’ Thomas, and after the 
war ended, they headed for Bir-
mingham. Eventually, she and her fam-
ily moved to Florida, where Virginia 
Thomas became very active in their 
community. 

Virginia Thomas will not be forgot-
ten by the generations of Floridians 
that came to know her and her lively 
spirit. And because of her volunteerism 
and good work throughout more than 
40 years in the Bay County area, she 

will be remembered long into the fu-
ture. We will miss this good Floridian. 
Yet we know that her legacy will be 
carried on by her family and friends. 
The good works of Virginia Scott 
Thomas will live on.∑ 

f 

RECOGNIZING LINKS, INC. 

∑ Mr. MENENDEZ. Mr. President, 
today I recognize the North Jersey 
Chapter of the Links, Inc.’s Linkages 
to Life Program, and honor the pro-
gram participants for their hard work 
and dedication to raising awareness 
about the importance of blood, tissue, 
marrow, and organ donation among mi-
nority communities. 

Each year, for the past 5 years, 
Links, Inc., in collaboration with 
Roche Pharmaceutical Company, con-
ducted the Linkages to Life Program 
to help save lives by educating individ-
uals of African descent about blood, 
tissue, marrow, and organ donation. 
With the help of a publication called 
Can We Talk? they were able to reach 
a large number of individuals, and edu-
cate them about how they can help 
save lives by being a volunteer donor. 
More specifically, the North Jersey 
Chapter provided important education 
services to individuals and families in 
Essex, Hudson, Bergen, and Passaic 
Counties. 

Today, approximately 93,000 people 
are awaiting transplant surgery, and 25 
percent of the people awaiting trans-
plants are of African descent. In New 
Jersey, there are close to 3,000 individ-
uals awaiting an organ transplant. 
Since organs are matched by a number 
of factors, including blood and tissue 
typing, which can vary by race, pa-
tients are more likely to find matches 
among donors of their same race or 
ethnicity. Given the large number of 
individuals of African descent awaiting 
transplants, it is critical to increase 
the knowledge about donating blood, 
tissue, marrow, and organs among all 
races and ethnicities. 

Since 1996, our country reserves the 
second weekend in November to em-
phasize the need for life-saving and 
life-altering blood, organ, marrow, and 
tissue donation in houses of worship 
throughout the United States. This 
program is known as the National 
Organ Donor Sabbath, and November 
10–12, 2006, marked the 10th anniver-
sary celebration. 

Links, Inc., is built on a foundation 
of friendship and service. Today, it con-
tains a network or more than 10,000 Af-
rican-American women. This year the 
motto for Links, Inc., is ‘‘Seizing the 
Opportunity to Provide World Class 
Leadership, Friendship and Service.’’ 
The members of the North Jersey 
Chapter of Links, Inc., exemplify that 
motto. 

Mr. President, I am pleased to recog-
nize the dedication and commitment of 
the North Jersey Chapter of Link’s, 

Inc., members to help others. I urge my 
colleagues to join me in thanking these 
individuals for helping fellow New 
Jerseyans live longer and healthier 
lives.∑ 

f 

TRIBUTE TO JOYCE WOODBURN 

∑ Mr. ROBERTS. Mr. President, today 
I honor Ms. Joyce Woodburn’s 35 years 
of dedicated service at the Central In-
telligence Agency. Ms. Woodburn has 
had a long and distinguished Govern-
ment career, and on January 2, 2007, 
she will bring to a close a career as a 
CIA staff officer that includes over 27 
years in the CIA’s Office of Congres-
sional Affairs. 

Joyce began her extensive career as a 
secretary and rose to the rank of senior 
executive within the Agency. During 
her career, she has worked for 7 Presi-
dents, 13 Directors of Central Intel-
ligence, 2 Directors of the CIA, and the 
first Director of National Intelligence. 

Joyce’s excellent work and profes-
sionalism is well known to us on the 
Senate Select Committee on Intel-
ligence, and she has been a linchpin in 
coordinating and supporting the CIA’s 
relations with Congress over the last 27 
years. Her calm and friendly diplomacy 
has certainly smoothed over many a 
bump in the CIA’s relations with Con-
gress. 

She has represented the CIA in Con-
gress through some historic crises, in-
cluding the ordeal of the American hos-
tages in Iran, the Soviet occupation of 
Afghanistan, the bombings of the Em-
bassy and Marine compounds in Beirut, 
the Iran-Contra scandal, the fall of the 
Soviet Union, Operation Desert Storm, 
Somalia, the bombings of our embas-
sies in Africa, 9/11 and the hunt for 
Osama bin Laden, the invasions of Af-
ghanistan and Iraq, as well as the cur-
rent tensions with Iran and North 
Korea. Joyce has been a tremendous 
help over the past 27 years in getting 
the members and staff of the Senate 
Select Committee on Intelligence the 
information and briefings we need to 
do our work. 

Thank you for your service, Joyce, 
and we wish you a healthy and pros-
perous retirement.∑ 
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TRIBUTE TO JOHN MACHACEK 

∑ Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, it is 
with great honor that I recognize John 
Machacek for nearly 40 years of service 
as a reporter for Gannett News Service. 
He has dedicated his career to breaking 
down policy and politics in a way that 
underscores how these important 
issues affect the daily lives of the peo-
ple of New York. John began his Gan-
nett career in 1967 as a reporter for the 
Times Union in Rochester. In 1972 John 
won a Pulitzer Prize for using his in-
stinctive investigative reporting skills 
to produce unparalleled coverage of the 
Attica prison riot. He began covering 
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