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this bill authorizes $26 million less 
than the bill the Senate passed last Au-
gust. This is due in large part to the re-
moval of authorizations for multidisci-
plinary research underway at the Na-
tional Institutes of Health. It is my 
hope that despite these changes, the 
NIH will continue this vital research in 
order to better understand the role 
DNA plays in prematurity and to im-
prove maternal and fetal health out-
comes. 

Nearly 1 out of every 8 babies in the 
U.S. is born prematurely—that is more 
than 1,300 babies each day and more 
than 500,000 each year. According to re-
cent data, in 2002 the infant mortality 
rate actually increased for the first 
time since 1958. Much of this increase 
is attributable to infant death in the 
first month of life, of which pre-
maturity is the leading cause. 

Although we know some risk factors 
associated with prematurity such as 
advanced age of the mother, smoking, 
and certain chronic diseases, the cause 
of nearly 50 percent of all premature 
births is still unknown. Prematurity 
has been linked to such long-term 
health problems as cerebral palsy, 
chronic lung disease, and vision and 
hearing loss. 

According to a recent report by the 
Institute of Medicine, medical care 
costs due to prematurity and low birth 
weight were $16.9 billion in 2005, $33,200 
per preterm infant. The March of 
Dimes estimates that about half of 
preterm birth medical care costs were 
paid for by Medicaid. For employers, 
health care costs for a premature baby 
during the first year of life average 
$41,610 compared to $2,830 for a full- 
term baby. However, none of these 
numbers can quantify the emotional 
toll a premature birth takes on a fam-
ily. 

That is why the PREEMIE bill is so 
essential. This legislation will go a 
long way toward helping families dur-
ing what can be the most difficult mo-
ments of their baby’s life and will help 
us better understand and prevent pre-
mature births in the future. 

I conclude by thanking Senator 
ALEXANDER for his leadership on this 
legislation. He has been a terrific part-
ner in this effort and I look forward to 
working with him in the 110th Con-
gress. I also thank Chairman ENZI and 
Ranking Member KENNEDY and their 
staffs for making the passage of the 
PREEMIE Act a priority this Congress. 
Lastly, I would to recognize Page 
Kranbuhl of Senator ALEXANDER’s staff 
for her work on this legislation as well 
as Emil Wigode, Carolyn Doyle and Jo 
Merrill of the March of Dimes who 
have stood with us every step of the 
way.∑ 

Mr. FRIST. I ask unanimous consent 
that the Senate concur in the House 
amendment, the motion to reconsider 
be laid on the table, and any state-
ments be printed in the RECORD. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

AUTHORIZING THE PRINTING AS A 
HOUSE DOCUMENT OF ‘‘UNITED 
STATES HOUSE OF REPRESENTA-
TIVES, THE COMMITTEE ON 
WAYS AND MEANS: A HISTORY, 
1789–2006’’ 

Mr. FRIST. I ask unanimous consent 
the Senate proceed to the immediate 
consideration of H. Con. Res. 495, which 
was received from the House. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the concurrent resolu-
tion by title. 

The legislative clerk read as follows: 
A concurrent resolution (H. Con. Res. 495), 

authorizing the printing as a House docu-
ment of ‘‘United States House of Representa-
tives, The Committee on Ways and Means: A 
History, 1789–2006’’. 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the concurrent 
resolution. 

Mr. FRIST. I ask unanimous consent 
the concurrent resolution be agreed to, 
the motion to reconsider be laid on the 
table, and any statements be printed in 
the RECORD. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The concurrent resolution (H. Con. 
Res. 495) was agreed to. 

f 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE 
AUTHORITIES ACT OF 2006 

Mr. FRIST. I ask unanimous consent 
the Senate proceed to the immediate 
consideration of H.R. 6060. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the bill by title. 

The legislative clerk read as follows: 
A bill (H.R. 6060) to authorize certain ac-

tivities by the Department of State, and for 
other purposes. 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the bill. 

Mr. FRIST. I ask unanimous consent 
the bill be read a third time and 
passed, the motion to reconsider be 
laid on the table, and any statements 
be printed in the RECORD. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The bill (H.R. 6060) was ordered to a 
third reading, was read the third time, 
and passed. 

f 

PHYSICIANS FOR UNDERSERVED 
AREAS ACT 

Mr. FRIST. I ask unanimous consent 
the Senate proceed to the immediate 
consideration of H.R. 4997, which was 
received from the House. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the bill by title. 

The legislative clerk read as follows: 
A bill (H.R. 4997) to extend for 2 years the 

authority to grant waivers of the foreign 
country residence requirement with respect 
to certain international medical graduates. 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the bill. 

Mr. FRIST. I ask unanimous consent 
the bill be read a third time and 
passed, the motion to reconsider be 
laid upon the table, and any state-
ments be printed in the RECORD. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The bill (H.R. 4997) was ordered to a 
third reading, was read the third time, 
and passed. 

f 

BELARUS DEMOCRACY 
REAUTHORIZATION ACT OF 2006 

Mr. FRIST. I ask unanimous consent 
the Senate proceed to the immediate 
consideration of H.R. 5948, received 
from the House. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the bill by title. 

The legislative clerk read as follows: 
A bill (H.R. 5948) to reauthorize the 

Belarus Democracy Act of 2004. 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the bill. 

Mr. FRIST. I ask unanimous consent 
the bill be read the third time and 
passed, the motion to reconsider be 
laid upon the table, and any state-
ments be printed in the RECORD. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The bill (H.R. 5948) was ordered to a 
third reading, was read the third time, 
and passed. 

f 

APPOINTING THE DAY FOR THE 
CONVENING OF THE FIRST SES-
SION OF THE ONE HUNDRED 
TENTH CONGRESS 

Mr. FRIST. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Senate 
proceed to the immediate consider-
ation of H.J. Res. 101 which was re-
ceived from the House. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the joint resolution 
by title. 

The legislative clerk read as follows: 
A joint resolution (H.J. Res. 101) appoint-

ing the day for the convening of the first ses-
sion of the One Hundred Tenth Congress. 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the joint resolu-
tion. 

Mr. FRIST. I ask unanimous consent 
that the resolution be read a third time 
and passed, the motion to reconsider be 
laid upon the table, and any state-
ments relating to the bill be printed in 
the RECORD. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The joint resolution (H.J. Res. 101) 
was ordered to a third reading, was 
read the third time, and passed. 

f 

CORRECTING THE ENROLLMENT 
OF H.R. 5782 

Mr. FRIST. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Senate 
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proceed to the immediate consider-
ation of H. Con. Res. 502 which was re-
ceived from the House. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the concurrent resolu-
tion by title. 

The legislative clerk read as follows: 
A concurrent resolution (H. Con. Res. 502) 

to correct the enrollment of the bill H.R. 
5782. 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the concurrent 
resolution. 

Mr. FRIST. I ask unanimous consent 
that the concurrent resolution be 
agreed to, the motion to reconsider be 
laid upon the table, and any state-
ments relating to the concurrent reso-
lution be printed in the RECORD. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The concurrent resolution (H. Con. 
Res. 502) was agreed to. 

f 

UNITED STATES-MEXICO TRANS-
BOUNDARY AQUIFER ASSESS-
MENT ACT 

Mr. FRIST. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Chair lay 
before the Senate a message from the 
House of Representatives to accom-
pany S. 214 to authorize the Secretary 
of the Interior to cooperate with the 
States on the border with Mexico and 
other appropriate entities in con-
ducting a hydrogeologic characteriza-
tion, mapping, and modeling program 
for priority transboundary aquifers, 
and for other purposes. 

There being no objection, the Pre-
siding Officer (Mr. BURR) laid before 
the Senate the following message from 
the House of Representatives: 

S. 214 
Resolved, That the bill from the Senate (S. 

214) entitled ‘‘An Act to authorize the Sec-
retary of the Interior to cooperate with the 
States on the border with Mexico and other 
appropriate entities in conducting a 
hydrogeologic characterization, mapping, 
and modeling program for priority trans-
boundary aquifers, and for other purposes’’, 
do pass with the following amendment: 

Strike out all after the enacting clause and 
insert: 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘United States- 
Mexico Transboundary Aquifer Assessment 
Act’’. 
SEC. 2. PURPOSE. 

The purpose of this Act is to direct the Sec-
retary of the Interior to establish a United 
States-Mexico transboundary aquifer assessment 
program to systematically assess priority trans-
boundary aquifers. 
SEC. 3. DEFINITIONS. 

In this Act: 
(1) AQUIFER.—The term ‘‘aquifer’’ means a 

subsurface water-bearing geologic formation 
from which significant quantities of water may 
be extracted. 

(2) IBWC.—The term ‘‘IBWC’’ means the 
International Boundary and Water Commission, 
an agency of the Department of State. 

(3) INDIAN TRIBE.—The term ‘‘Indian tribe’’ 
means an Indian tribe, band, nation, or other 
organized group or community— 

(A) that is recognized as eligible for the spe-
cial programs and services provided by the 
United States to Indians because of their status 
as Indians; and 

(B) the reservation of which includes a trans-
boundary aquifer within the exterior boundaries 
of the reservation. 

(4) PARTICIPATING STATE.—The term ‘‘Partici-
pating State’’ means each of the States of Ari-
zona, New Mexico, and Texas. 

(5) PRIORITY TRANSBOUNDARY AQUIFER.—The 
term ‘‘priority transboundary aquifer’’ means a 
transboundary aquifer that has been designated 
for study and analysis under the program. 

(6) PROGRAM.—The term ‘‘program’’ means 
the United States-Mexico transboundary aquifer 
assessment program established under section 
4(a). 

(7) RESERVATION.—The term ‘‘reservation’’ 
means land that has been set aside or that has 
been acknowledged as having been set aside by 
the United States for the use of an Indian tribe, 
the exterior boundaries of which are more par-
ticularly defined in a final tribal treaty, agree-
ment, executive order, Federal statute, secre-
tarial order, or judicial determination. 

(8) SECRETARY.—The term ‘‘Secretary’’ means 
the Secretary of the Interior, acting through the 
Director of the United States Geological Survey. 

(9) TRANSBOUNDARY AQUIFER.—The term 
‘‘transboundary aquifer’’ means an aquifer that 
underlies the boundary between a Participating 
State and Mexico. 

(10) TRI-REGIONAL PLANNING GROUP.—The 
term ‘‘Tri-Regional Planning Group’’ means the 
binational planning group comprised of— 

(A) the Junta Municipal de Agua y 
Saneamiento de Ciudad Juarez; 

(B) the El Paso Water Utilities Public Service 
Board; and 

(C) the Lower Rio Grande Water Users Orga-
nization. 

(11) WATER RESOURCES RESEARCH INSTI-
TUTES.—The term ‘‘water resources research in-
stitutes’’ means the institutes within the Partici-
pating States established under section 104 of 
the Water Resources Research Act of 1984 (42 
U.S.C. 10303). 
SEC. 4. ESTABLISHMENT OF PROGRAM. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary, in consulta-
tion and cooperation with the Participating 
States, the water resources research institutes, 
Sandia National Laboratories, and other appro-
priate entities in the United States and Mexico, 
and the IBWC, as appropriate, shall carry out 
the United States-Mexico transboundary aquifer 
assessment program to characterize, map, and 
model priority transboundary aquifers along the 
United States-Mexico border at a level of detail 
determined to be appropriate for the particular 
aquifer. 

(b) OBJECTIVES.—The objectives of the pro-
gram are to— 

(1) develop and implement an integrated sci-
entific approach to identify and assess priority 
transboundary aquifers, including— 

(A) for purposes of subsection (c)(2), speci-
fying priority transboundary aquifers for fur-
ther analysis by assessing— 

(i) the proximity of a proposed priority trans-
boundary aquifer to areas of high population 
density; 

(ii) the extent to which a proposed priority 
transboundary aquifer would be used; 

(iii) the susceptibility of a proposed priority 
transboundary aquifer to contamination; and 

(iv) any other relevant criteria; 
(B) evaluating all available data and publica-

tions as part of the development of study plans 
for each priority transboundary aquifer; 

(C) creating a new, or enhancing an existing, 
geographic information system database to 
characterize the spatial and temporal aspects of 
each priority transboundary aquifer; and 

(D) using field studies, including support for 
and expansion of ongoing monitoring and me-
tering efforts, to develop— 

(i) the additional data necessary to ade-
quately define aquifer characteristics; and 

(ii) scientifically sound groundwater flow 
models to assist with State and local water man-
agement and administration, including modeling 
of relevant groundwater and surface water 
interactions; 

(2) consider the expansion or modification of 
existing agreements, as appropriate, between the 
United States Geological Survey, the Partici-
pating States, the water resources research in-
stitutes, and appropriate authorities in the 
United States and Mexico, to— 

(A) conduct joint scientific investigations; 
(B) archive and share relevant data; and 
(C) carry out any other activities consistent 

with the program; and 
(3) produce scientific products for each pri-

ority transboundary aquifer that— 
(A) are capable of being broadly distributed; 

and 
(B) provide the scientific information needed 

by water managers and natural resource agen-
cies on both sides of the United States-Mexico 
border to effectively accomplish the missions of 
the managers and agencies. 

(c) DESIGNATION OF PRIORITY TRANSBOUND-
ARY AQUIFERS.— 

(1) IN GENERAL.—For purposes of the program, 
the Secretary shall designate as priority trans-
boundary aquifers— 

(A) the Hueco Bolson and Mesilla aquifers 
underlying parts of Texas, New Mexico, and 
Mexico; 

(B) the Santa Cruz River Valley aquifers un-
derlying Arizona and Sonora, Mexico; and 

(C) the San Pedro aquifers underlying Ari-
zona and Sonora, Mexico. 

(2) ADDITIONAL AQUIFERS.—The Secretary 
may, using the criteria under subsection 
(b)(1)(A), evaluate and designate additional pri-
ority transboundary aquifers which underlie 
New Mexico or Texas. 

(d) COOPERATION WITH MEXICO.—To ensure a 
comprehensive assessment of priority trans-
boundary aquifers, the Secretary shall, to the 
maximum extent practicable, work with appro-
priate Federal agencies and other organizations 
to develop partnerships with, and receive input 
from, relevant organizations in Mexico to carry 
out the program. 

(e) GRANTS AND COOPERATIVE AGREEMENTS.— 
The Secretary may provide grants or enter into 
cooperative agreements and other agreements 
with the water resources research institutes and 
other Participating State entities to carry out 
the program. 
SEC. 5. IMPLEMENTATION OF PROGRAM. 

(a) COORDINATION WITH STATES, TRIBES, AND 
OTHER ENTITIES.—The Secretary shall coordi-
nate the activities carried out under the pro-
gram with— 

(1) the appropriate water resource agencies in 
the Participating States; 

(2) any affected Indian tribes; 
(3) any other appropriate entities that are 

conducting monitoring and metering activity 
with respect to a priority transboundary aqui-
fer; and 

(4) the IBWC, as appropriate. 
(b) NEW ACTIVITY.—After the date of enact-

ment of this Act, the Secretary shall not initiate 
any new field studies or analyses under the pro-
gram before consulting with, and coordinating 
the activity with, any Participating State water 
resource agencies that have jurisdiction over the 
aquifer. 

(c) STUDY PLANS; COST ESTIMATES.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall work 

closely with appropriate Participating State 
water resource agencies, water resources re-
search institutes, and other relevant entities to 
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