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very long legal dispute and finally to bring 
salmon back to the once-great San Joaquin 
River. 

f 

A TRIBUTE TO MR. CRUZ 
BUSTAMANTE JR. 

HON. JIM COSTA 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, December 6, 2006 

Mr. COSTA. Mr. Speaker, I rise today and 
join my colleagues Mr. CARDOZA, Mr. RADANO-
VICH and Mr. NUNES in honoring and remem-
bering the life of Mr. Cruz Bustamante Jr., 
who passed away on Friday, December 1, 
2006. Mr. Bustamante was a respected mem-
ber of his community and his memory will for-
ever be cherished. 

Mr. Bustamante, was born on November 2, 
1933 in Loving, New Mexico. In his youth, he 
and his family left New Mexico and made Cali-
fornia’s San Joaquin Valley their new home. 
Cruz graduated from Dinuba High School and 
Mohler Barber College. He successfully pur-
sued careers as a barber and later as the Ad-
ministrator for the Greater California Employ-
ment Program and United Health Centers. 

Like his son, Cruz, who served two-terms as 
the California’s Lieutenant Governor and as a 
Member of the State Assembly representing 
the San Joaquin Valley, Mr. Bustamante also 
had an appetite for public service and never 
shied away from the opportunity to influence 
change in his community. Following that pas-
sion, he served the City of San Joaquin both 
as a member and Mayor Pro Tem. In addition, 
many civic, educational and community boards 
and committees were the beneficiaries of Mr. 
Bustamante’s interest in his community’s wel-
fare. 

Mr. Cruz Bustamante Jr. is survived by his 
beloved wife of 54 years, Dominga and their 
children: Cruz M., Belinda, Dorothy, Ron, An-
drew and Naomi. Also surviving him are nine 
siblings, ten grandchildren and three great- 
grandchildren. 

Although his passing leaves a community in 
mourning, his devotion to his family, loyalty to 
friends, and commitment to helping others will 
never be forgotten. I would like to extend my 
deepest condolences to his family and friends, 
and reassure them that his memory will live on 
through the lives he so graciously touched. 
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FOND FAREWELL TO DEPARTING 
FLORIDA DELEGATION MEMBERS 

HON. CLIFF STEARNS 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, December 6, 2006 

Mr. STEARNS. Mr. Speaker, Florida is a 
state like no other. Our distinct regions range 
from the white-sanded beaches of the pan-
handle to the pink-sanded, sophisticated 
boutiqued avenues of Miami, passing through 
the space coast, home to Kennedy Space 
Center, and, most exquisitely, through the 
beautiful, rolling horse country of Marion and 
Alachua counties. 

Our congressional delegation is no less di-
verse. We have our rock-solid fiscal conserv-
atives, our steady moderates, and our pro-
gressive liberals. I am proud to be associated 
with them all. 

Tonight, I join my Sunshine State col-
leagues to bid a fond farewell to CLAY SHAW, 
MIKE BILIRAKIS, JIM DAVIS, and KATHERINE 
HARRIS. Each of them are unique seashells, 
sparkling on the beach that we call Florida. 

Mr. BILIRAKIS, Mr. DAVIS and I have spent 
many years together on the Committee on En-
ergy & Commerce. For countless hours, we 
have debated the Outer Continental Shelf, 
Medicaid, and telecommunications issues. 
There were never dull moments, but even as 
we disagreed, I think that the three of us 
asked a common question as we legislated: 
what is best for Floridians? 

In Mr. BILIRAKIS, further, one could ask for 
no more dedicated advocate for our Nation’s 
veterans. He has introduced the fix for the un-
fair offset of concurrent receipt of veteran dis-
ability pay and military retirement pay for 20 
years now. Happily, he must leave here with 
the satisfaction that Congress has made sub-
stantial progress in ending this century-old 
problem. 

Mr. SHAW’s leadership in Medicare is peer-
less. Physicians around Florida and around 
the nation have him to thank for his tireless ef-
forts on their reimbursement, as well as med-
ical liability reform. I am honored that he 
asked me to carry the torch for his work on 
medical screenings for first responders. I shall 
not let him down. 

Mrs. HARRIS has served honorably as a bril-
liant stateswoman, both for Florida and for the 
United States. As Secretary of State for Flor-
ida, she represented and advanced our inter-
ests in trade, with diplomacy and aplomb. 
And, she is an accomplished horsewoman and 
solid booster and alumna of the University of 
Florida, with strong family ties. 

As an example of our unity, like other States 
with no income taxes, our delegation has lob-
bied hard for federal income tax fairness, via 
the deduction for state and local sales taxes. 
When I gathered the support of the Florida 
delegation for this deduction in the American 
Jobs Creation Act of 2004 in a letter in the 
summer of 2004, I am proud to say that I col-
lected the signatures of 100 percent of our 
delegation, all 25 of our House Members, and 
our two Senators. One of our delegation, the 
Honorable Porter Goss, in fact had one foot 
out the door, to head the Central Intelligence 
Agency, but he still took a moment to sign our 
letter. I don’t think any of the other non-in-
come tax states, including the even larger del-
egation of Texas, secured 100 percent sup-
port. This solidarity just exemplifies who Flo-
ridians are. Representatives BILIRAKIS, SHAW, 
HARRIS, and DAVIS, fare thee well. 
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HONORING LLOYD C. HILLARD, JR. 

HON. RON LEWIS 
OF KENTUCKY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, December 6, 2006 

Mr. LEWIS of Kentucky. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to pay public tribute to Lloyd C. Hillard, 

Jr., an exemplary community leader, business-
man and citizen from my congressional dis-
trict. Lloyd received this year’s Hardin County 
Distinguished Citizen Award from the Boy 
Scouts of America during ceremonies earlier 
this month. 

A native of Kentucky, Lloyd grew up on a 
farm in Pine Grove and earned college de-
grees from the University of Kentucky and the 
University of Wisconsin. Lloyd has distin-
guished himself as a business leader, serving 
as President and CEO of First Citizens Bank, 
and a good neighbor, through his active in-
volvement in many community and charitable 
organizations. 

Though never a scout himself, Lloyd’s life-
long example of honesty and devotion to his 
family and community parallel ideals cham-
pioned by the Boy Scouts. He first became in-
volved with the Scouts as a young adult, run-
ning a school recruitment program. 

Lloyd has been an especially active member 
of our community, having served as past 
president and director of the Bluegrass Coun-
cil Boy Scouts of America, past chairman of 
the North Central Kentucky Education Founda-
tion, and former treasurer and director of the 
Cavalry Armor Foundation. 

Lloyd was also past chairman of the Hardin 
County Community Foundation, Helping Hand 
of the Heartland, and the Hardin County Fund 
for the Arts. He remains an active member of 
the local United Way and the Elizabethtown 
Rotary Club. 

It is my great privilege to recognize Lloyd C. 
Hillard, Jr. today, before the entire U.S. House 
of Representatives, for his example of leader-
ship and service. His unique achievements 
make him an outstanding American worthy of 
our collective honor and respect. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE HONORABLE 
SHERWOOD BOEHLERT FOR HIS 
OUTSTANDING SERVICE AS 
CHAIRMAN OF THE HOUSE 
SCIENCE COMMITTEE 

HON. SHEILA JACKSON-LEE 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, December 6, 2006 

Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, 
I rise today to recognize the Honorable SHER-
WOOD BOEHLERT for his outstanding service as 
Chairman of the House Science Committee. 

Chairman SHERWOOD BOEHLERT, in honor of 
your long-term commitment to scientific re-
search, I congratulate you on all of your re-
markable achievements as Chairman of the 
House Science Committee. It has been my 
pleasure to serve alongside you as we worked 
diligently on many scientific matters which af-
fected every American across the country. 
While I congratulate you on your service and 
celebrate your retirement, I recognize without 
reservation that your valued insights and con-
tributions to the Science Committee will be 
deeply missed. 

As Chairman of the Science Committee, you 
spearheaded advancement in nanotechnology 
through the ‘‘21st Century Nanotechnology 
Research and Development Act,’’ that was 
signed in December 2003, by President 
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George W. Bush. This was an important bill 
which allowed for a more coordinated and bet-
ter funded interagency program in nanotech-
nology—an emerging field of science that the 
National Science Foundation estimates will be 
a $1 trillion industry within the next decade. 

You have also been an esteemed advocate 
for the environment having authored the Clean 
Air Act amendments of 1990, which for the 
first time established a federal response to 
acid rain. Furthermore, your dedication did not 
stop there. In 1996, you authored the Con-
servation Title in the Farm bill, which provided 
over $9 billion for conservation programs crit-
ical to hunters and fishermen. Such crucial 
programs included the Wetlands Reserve Pro-
gram, the Conservation Reserve Program and 
the Wildlife Habitat Incentives Program. 

I can confidently say that through your dis-
tinguished 24 years of service, you have made 
a lasting and valuable impact on American so-
ciety. Thank you for your unwavering dedica-
tion and successful efforts in drawing the nec-
essary attention to the competitive challenges 
facing U.S. companies, and to the importance 
of math and science education in overcoming 
those challenges. I also thank you for your ex-
cellent efforts of ensuring that our nation re-
mains number one in the global economy. 
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UNIVERSITY OF HOUSTON— 
CONFERENCE USA CHAMPS 

HON. TED POE 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, December 7, 2006 

Mr. POE. Mr. Speaker, today I recognize my 
alma mater, the University of Houston Cou-
gars whose football team won the Conference 
USA Championship on December 1, 2006 
against Southern Mississippi in front of a 
hometown crowd of 31,818, the largest crowd 
in the history of UH’s Robertson Stadium. 
After being down at halftime by a score of 17– 
13, the Cougars rallied by to win by 34–20. 

I am immensely proud of the Cougar foot-
ball program, which in the space of 5 years 
has turned itself completely around from a 
winless season in 2001. 

This lion’s share of this tremendous success 
is attributed to Mr. Art Briles, the head coach 
of the Cougars—the brilliant architect of the 
turnaround. When Briles came to the Cougars 
in 2003, he found a team and school demor-
alized and devastated from years of medioc-
rity. A mere three years later, due to his lead-
ership, the Coogs are conference champs and 
headed to the Liberty Bowl. 

In football, statistics are misleading, be-
cause the game is above all a team effort. It 
is hard to describe the contribution of an indi-
vidual player to such an effort through their 
statistics, because one’s performance is mor-
tally dependent on so many other variables— 
broadly speaking, the performance of every 
other player on the team. Therefore, it could 
be said that the most important, perhaps only, 
statistic that matters is that of wins and losses, 
which reflects the performance of the team, 
not the individual player. This statistic is really 
the coach’s statistic—Mr. Briles is ultimately 
responsible for it. In this the Cougars excelled, 

with a record of ten wins and only three 
losses. 

In recognition of excellence in leadership 
and performance, on December 6, Briles won 
the Coach of the Year award from the Con-
ference USA—An award well-deserved. 

Mr. Speaker, in football, extreme importance 
is paid to the position of the quarterback. In 
the realm of sports, the vitality of this position 
is matched only by the pitcher in baseball. 

Fortunately, UH had an excellent quarter-
back in Kevin Kolb. In the championship 
game, Kevin completed 19–for–31 passes for 
258 yards and two touchdowns. He also 
rushed for a 46-yard touchdown. But this was 
the continuation of an equally stellar season, 
in which Kevin completed 266–for–393 passes 
for 3,423 yards. He threw a league-high 27 
touchdowns with only three interceptions. This 
touchdown-to-interception ratio was the sec-
ond lowest in all of NCAAI–A football. For 
these exceptional accomplishments, Kevin has 
deservedly won the C–USA Offensive Player 
of the Year award. 

I must also recognize Vincent Marshall, who 
was named the game’s Most Valuable Player. 
Vincent, a wide receiver, rushed for a touch-
down and had 224 all-purpose yards—100 re-
ceiving, 22 rushing, and 102 yards on three 
kickoff returns. Also notable is the fact that 
Vincent has made a reception in 36 straight 
games, allowing him to be the Nation’s top re-
turning career receiver. He is also just 31 
catches, and 557 yards, away from holding 
the UH record in both categories. 

Mr. Speaker, I commend Coach Briles, 
Kevin, Vincent, and the entire Cougar football 
team for a superb season, a conference 
championship, and for making students of the 
University of Houston, past and present, proud 
to be a Cougar. I look forward to the Liberty 
Bowl, where the un-daunted Cougars will face 
the Southeastern Conference South Carolina 
GameCocks. They will meet for the first time 
since October 5, 1974, but whom the Cougars 
are 2–0 against. I look forward to a Cougar 
victory. 

My pride goes to UH. ‘‘Eat ‘em up, eat ‘em 
up; rah, rah, rah,’’ Mr. Speaker. 

That’s just the way it is. 
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COUNCIL OF KHALISTAN URGES 
SIKHS TO WORK TO FREE 
KHALISTAN SEES DISINTEGRA-
TION OF INDIA 

HON. EDOLPHUS TOWNS 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, December 7, 2006 

Mr. TOWNS. Mr. Speaker, last month, Dr. 
Gurmit Singh Aulakh, President of the Council 
of Khalistan, spoke at the Press Club in La-
hore, Pakistan. In that speech, he predicted 
disintegration of India, according to the news-
paper Dawn from Lahore. ‘‘There is nothing 
common in the culture of the Hindu living in 
Bengal and the one in Tamil area,’’ the paper 
quotes Dr. Aulakh as saying. ‘‘A country hav-
ing 18 official languages cannot hold its peo-
ple together for a long time, especially when 
there is state sponsored suppression against 
minorities,’’ he went on to say. 

Dr. Aulakh cited the BJP’s statement that if 
you want to live in Hindustan, you must be a 
Hindu. He discussed India’s long record of vio-
lence against the minorities within its borders, 
including the murders of over a quarter of a 
million Sikhs, more than 90,000 Kashmiri Mus-
lims, over 300,000 Christians in Nagaland, 
2,000 to 5,000 Muslims in Gujarat, tens of 
thousands of Christians and Muslims around 
the rest of the country, and tens of thousands 
of Assamese, Bodos, Dalit ‘‘untouchables’’, 
Manipuris, Tamils, and other minorities. He 
cited numerous other incidents, including the 
murder of former Jathedar of the Akal Takht 
Gurdev Singh Kaunke, the kidnapping and 
murder by the police of human-rights activist 
Jaswant Singh Khalra, the recent attack on 
the Convent of Loreto, the attack on the Babri 
mosque, and many other such events. 

Dr. Aulakh said that the only solution to this 
situation is a free, sovereign, independent 
Khalistan, which was declared on October 7, 
1987. It is time for the United States to help 
protect the dignity of all people in South Asia 
by helping them to live in freedom. There 
should be a free and fair plebiscite in Punjab 
on the independence of Khalistan, as well as 
a plebiscite in Kashmir, as promised to the 
United Nations in 1948, in Nagaland, and 
wherever people are seeking freedom from 
India. The essence of democracy is the right 
to self-determination. The United States Con-
gress should be on record in support of that. 
In addition, we should stop our aid and trade 
with India until such time as the tyranny stops 
and all people there enjoy full human rights. 

We seek good relations with India, but not 
at the expense of our principles. India must 
spread the blessings of freedom and democ-
racy to all its people, not just the ruling elite 
and its friends. 

Mr. Speaker, I would like to insert the Dawn 
article and an article from The News con-
cerning Dr. Aulakh’s statement into the 
RECORD. 

[From Dawn Lahore, Nov. 7, 2006] 
KHALISTAN COUNCIL SEES INDIA’S 

DISINTEGRATION 
(By Our Staff Reporter) 

Lahore, Nov. 6: India will break up in 
many states like the former USSR, says 
Council of Khalistan president Dr. Gurmit 
Singh Aulakh. 

‘‘There is nothing common in the culture 
of the Hindu living in Bengal and the one in 
Tamil area. A country having 18 official lan-
guages cannot hold its people together for a 
long time, especially when there is state- 
sponsored suppression against minorities,’’ 
Dr. Aulakh said at a press conference at the 
Lahore Press Club on Monday. 

The BJP had conveyed to all the minori-
ties in the strongest terms that if they want-
ed to live in ‘Hindustan’, they have to be-
come Hindus. Over a million people have 
been killed since independence merely be-
cause they were not Hindus. The Indian gov-
ernment has committed terrorism against 
its own minorities. More than 250,000 Sikh 
infants, children, youth, men, women and el-
derly had been murdered since 1984, in addi-
tion to more than 300,000 Christians in 
Nagaland, over 90,000 Muslims in Kashmir, 
tens of thousands of Christians and Muslims 
throughout the country besides tens of thou-
sands of Assameese, Bodos, Dalits, 
Manipuris, Tamils and other minorities. 

Indian police arrested human rights activ-
ist Jaswant Singh Khalra after he exposed 
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