
EXTENSIONS OF REMARKS, Vol. 152, Pt. 1823774 December 8, 2006 
transferred to the Detective Bureau, in 2005, 
and placed second in command. 

In October 2006, Larry celebrated 30 years 
with the Allen County Sheriff’s Department. 
There are only two other individuals in the en-
tire department who have been there longer. 
Larry also has had the distinction of serving 
under three different sheriffs. Larry’s service to 
his profession made him the ideal recipient for 
the Allen County Sheriff’s Office Staff Officer 
of the Year. 

The Staff Officer of the Year is an award 
given out to the sheriff’s deputy who has 
made a positive impact on the community, 
works to maintain the efficiency of the office, 
and demonstrates an outstanding measure of 
professionalism in his or her work. Basically 
the award is bestowed on the deputy who 
takes utmost pride and seriousness in uphold-
ing his or her position. 

The award of Staff Officer of the Year was 
a tradition that the Sheriff’s Department upheld 
every year. Nominations for the award were 
submitted to the selection committee, and then 
a banquet was held for the awardee. In 2002, 
however, the Department was facing a finan-
cial crisis. Expecting to have to layoff 37 sher-
iff deputies, the Sheriff cancelled the award. 
He could not justify spending money on an 
award banquet if 37 deputies were losing their 
jobs. 

In 2006, Larry sent a letter to the Sheriff, re-
questing for the reinstatement of the award. In 
the letter, he stated that the award would ben-
efit morale of the deputies to be honored by 
their peers. The Sheriff agreed, and reinstated 
the award. The selection committee then de-
cided to back-award deserving deputies with 
the awards, from the previously missing years. 

Unbeknownst to Larry, he was nominated 
for the 2003 Staff Officer of the Year. His 
nomination was due not only to his profes-
sionalism while serving as a sheriff’s deputy, 
but for his attention to detail regarding evi-
dence logged in with the Identification Bureau. 
Larry demanded that evidence be collected to 
the letter of the law. His demand for excel-
lence made it nearly impossible for the evi-
dence to be ruled inadmissible in trial. His pre-
cision to detail, his diligence, and his impec-
cable work ethic earned him the respect of his 
peers; however, they also knew that if evi-
dence was poorly or improperly collected, they 
were sure to hear about it from Larry. His 
nominator stated that, ‘‘Larry’s ethics and dili-
gence make the Sheriff’s Office look better.’’ 

When Larry’s name was brought up for 
nomination, the selection committee voted 
unanimously in favor of honoring him with this 
award. In a true bureaucratic time frame, Larry 
was awarded the 2003 Staff Officer of the 
Year, during the beginning of November 2006, 
for outstanding performance of duty. He is a 
more than worthy recipient. 

As a former judge and prosecutor, I have a 
great admiration and respect for our Nation’s 
law enforcement community. They are the 
men and women who spend each day on the 
front lines of battle, protecting communities 
and ensuring a safer society. Lt. Lawrence 
Garlock is the personification of what a law 
enforcement officer should be and should be 
used as an example of the type of officer 
every new officer should strive to become. I 
am truly honored to pay him his tribute. 

That’s just the way it is. 
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CREDIT REPORTS 

HON. EDOLPHUS TOWNS 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, December 7, 2006 

Mr. TOWNS. Mr. Speaker, My esteemed 
colleagues, thank you very much for the op-
portunity to talk to you about an important 
issue involving credit reports that will dis-
proportionately harm low-income home buyers 
and put most small independent credit report-
ing agencies out of business within a month. 
The issue involves the ‘‘joint use’’ of credit re-
ports for mortgages. 

‘‘Joint use’’, ‘‘secondary use’’ or ‘‘reissue’’ 
refers to the long-standing practice recognized 
in the FCRA, by the Federal Trade Commis-
sion, and by the Office of the Comptroller of 
the Currency, which allows a credit report to 
be jointly used by multiple entities legitimately 
engaged with the origination of a mortgage at 
no additional cost. Joint use of credit report in-
formation is essential for the proper func-
tioning of the mortgage banking, brokerage 
and financing industries and is an important 
process by which consumers shop for and ob-
tain mortgage credit. 

Recently, two of the credit repositories, 
Equifax and Experian, E&E have announced 
new mandatory fees and burdensome require-
ments for joint use of credit reports starting 
January 1, 2007. Consumers will now be bur-
dened with paying multiple charges for the 
one-time access of their credit report in order 
to originate a single mortgage transaction. Un-
like other credit industries, the mortgage credit 
reporting industry is required to depend on 
three-file merged credit reports provided by 
E&E and TransUnion. The proposed new pol-
icy will significantly increase mortgage origina-
tion costs. Costs for joint use of credit reports 
potentially increase by 100–300 percent. E&E 
will significantly increase their revenues while 
end users, resellers, and ultimately, con-
sumers will pay the costs. In addition, con-
sumers facing the highest cost increases will 
be those with credit challenges such as low in-
come and first time homebuyers. 

Further, about ninety percent of the inde-
pendent credit reporting agencies will be un-
able to meet the additional contractual require-
ments being dictated by E&E. These credit-re-
porting agencies will be unable to access the 
credit data from E&E and therefore unable to 
provide the mandatory three-file merged credit 
reports. They will quickly be forced out of busi-
nesses due to these changes. 

There is no new legislation, court case, reg-
ulatory decision or other external event to jus-
tify such action except to increase the reve-
nues of these large companies at the expense 
of the consumer and to the detriment of small 
credit reporting companies. 

The other repositories, TransUnion and 
Innovis, have not chosen to drastically alter 
the joint use procedure. TransUnion is evalu-
ating its position and CBC Companies, the 
parent of Innovis, is challenging E&E’s pro-
posed new guidelines in federal court as a vio-
lation of U.S. antitrust laws. 

The end user disclosure, joint use, require-
ments have been working well since they were 
enacted as part of the FCRA in 1997. The re-
cent actions by E&E do little to combat the in-
cidence of identity theft and increase data se-
curity. The main reason for these policies is to 
raise revenue and decrease competition. The 
effort to implement these new reissue/joint use 
procedures and fees needs to be stopped in 
order to maintain a level playing field, continue 
effective competition in the marketplace and 
provide fair and equitable access to capital for 
all Americans. 

Any efforts by the major credit repositories 
to change the reissue process should not re-
strict competition. In order to protect both con-
sumers and small, independent credit report-
ing agencies, E&E should make the following 
changes to their proposed reissue policies. 

Continue to classify the GSEs, HUD and 
any other ancillary technology system that is 
part of the mortgage origination process as 
joint use, not the new created ‘‘reissue’’ or 
‘‘secondary use’’ classification; 

Allow credit-reporting agencies, at the direc-
tion of the end user of record, to reissue to 
any firm on one of the approved mortgage 
seller or servicer lists of Fannie Mae, Freddie 
Mac or HUD without end user documentation 
and site inspections; and 

Designate a reasonable flat fee for reissue. 
Note: The changes to the 2003 FACT Act 
which included a free credit report to every 
American on an annual basis only required an 
$.11 per file price increase while E&E’s pro-
posed policy changes attempt to justify the 
charge of $1.05 to $3.50 per file. 

Thank you very much for the opportunity to 
address this important topic. I strongly suggest 
that E&E reconsider the policies they plan to 
implement on January 1. Such policies will ul-
timately hurt the consumer and will have a dis-
proportionate effect on low-income individuals. 
All Americans deserve the right to pursue the 
American dream of homeownership and 
should not be restricted to access to loans be-
cause of a policy intended solely to raise rev-
enue for two large credit repositories. 
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PETER MORTON EMBRYONIC STEM 
CELL RESEARCH TESTIMONIAL 

HON. BETTY McCOLLUM 
OF MINNESOTA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, December 7, 2006 

Ms. MCCOLLUM of Minnesota. Mr. Speak-
er, I recently attended an event on stem cell 
research in Minnesota and had the opportunity 
to hear patient advocate, Peter Morton, speak. 
Mr. Morton shared his moving story which 
highlights the importance of expanding embry-
onic stem cell research. Stem cell research 
provides millions of Americans and their fami-
lies with hope for a life without the pain and 
suffering that accompanies currently incurable 
diseases such as juvenile diabetes, Alz-
heimer’s, Parkinson’s, and spinal cord injuries. 

Expanding this vital research must be a pri-
ority for Congress. I submit an edited version 
of Peter Morton’s statement to the RECORD 
today as a valuable and powerful testimony to 
the need for this critical research. 
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