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EMBRYONIC STEM CELL RESEARCH TESTIMONIAL 

10/17/06 
Like more than 250,000 Americans, I am 

paralyzed from a spinal cord injury. 
I’ve been paralyzed from the neck down 

and ventilator dependent since a bike riding 
accident in 1995. I wasn’t going fast and the 
trail wasn’t difficult. Likely due to some 
mud on the trail, my front tire slipped, and 
in an instant I was on the ground with a bro-
ken neck, paralyzed and unable to breathe. If 
not for quick action by my brother, I would 
not have survived. That day, I lost the lot-
tery. Tomorrow, it could just as easily be 
you. 

When I awoke the next day in the hospital, 
I couldn’t move, I couldn’t feel, my head was 
in traction, and I had tubes in my nose and 
mouth. All I could do was blink. In an in-
stant I had lost all my cherished independ-
ence, having to rely on others for everything 
from simply a drink of water to all the indig-
nities of one’s morning routine. 

Most people understand that paralysis 
means you can’t move. What they don’t real-
ize is that it also means you can’t feel. Fur-
ther, all the body’s systems are affected, 
causing temperature and blood pressure in-
stability as well as sexual, bowel, and blad-
der dysfunction. In spite of all this, do you 
know what the toughest part for me is now? 
. . . not being able to touch my kids. 

Now, more that any other time in history, 
there is hope. Embryonic stem cells hold the 
possibility of replacing the cells killed by 
the injury. Very promising studies are being 
performed around the world that dem-
onstrate the potential of embryonic stem 
cells to solve paralysis and many other dev-
astating illnesses. For humanitarian rea-
sons, we simply must pursue this potential. 

There is one other point that must be 
made. I cut my teeth in the business world. 
When I was injured, I was the CFO of a major 
brokerage operations company. In addition 
to their humanitarian benefit, stem cells 
have the potential to be the next medical in-
dustrial revolution. America has always been 
the leader in medical technology. Minnesota 
in particular has been called Medical Alley. 
America and Minnesota need to be leading 
the way in stem cell research, not sitting on 
the sidelines, watching the rest of the world 
pass us by. 

In closing, let me offer this: A generation 
ago, pioneers in medical research developed 
in vitro fertilization, a technique that has 
now enabled my wife and me to have two 
beautiful children. My kids are living exam-
ples of the power of medical research. 

I do not support slowing down the discov-
eries this research offers to millions, and al-
lowing other countries to surpass America’s 
leadership in medical technology. 

That’s why I am speaking out now, for the 
next generation. I don’t want my children or 
anybody else’s children to be told one day, 
‘‘You are paralyzed, and will never move 
again.’’ 

I support those who champion this impor-
tant research and thank them for helping 
change the future. 
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GEORGETOWN HONORS FATHER 
ROBERT DRINAN 

HON. BARNEY FRANK 
OF MASSACHUSETTS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, December 7, 2006 

Mr. FRANK of Massachusetts. Mr. Speaker, 
on October 23 one of the most accomplished 

and distinguished people to serve in this 
House was the recipient of a wholly deserved 
high honor from one of the leading law 
schools in this country—Georgetown Law 
School. On that day, Georgetown Law School, 
where Father Drinan has taught since leaving 
the House 26 years ago, established the Rob-
ert F. Drinan, S.J., Chair in Human Rights. 
The establishment of this Chair—a very signifi-
cant honor in academia—recognizes the pio-
neering work that Father Drinan did as a 
Member of this House for 10 years, and his 
continued commitment to that great work. Few 
people in our history have had as great a 
dedication to the cause of human rights and 
have been so consistently effective in advo-
cating for this cause. Unlike many who have 
tried to make this a partisan issue, Father 
Drinan was equally fierce in his objection to 
human rights violators of the left, right and 
center, and accepted no excuses from those 
who would deny the basic rights of others. 

Mr. Speaker, Father Drinan served here in 
this body for 10 years as one of its intellectual 
leaders, having been elected in 1970 as one 
of the most effective opponents at that time of 
the war in Vietnam. He also played a very sig-
nificant role in the impeachment of President 
Nixon, insisting that appropriate legal stand-
ards be applied in that matter. He was also a 
leader in matters that did not divide the House 
on either partisan or ideological lines, for ex-
ample in the field of copyright, where he made 
contributions during that period that remain im-
portant foundations of our law today. 

Mr. Speaker, when Father Drinan declined 
to run for reelection in 1980 at the direction of 
Pope John Paul II, I was elected to succeed 
him. While I had been aware previously of the 
great respect and affection in which he was 
held by his colleagues, I came to appreciate 
that even more fully when I took the seat he 
had so ably filled in 1981. 

In the years since leaving this body, Father 
Drinan has continued to be a leader in the ap-
plication of religious teachings to important 
moral issues; in lecturing and teaching about 
the law; and of course in continuing his great 
work in the field of human rights. Georgetown 
Law School deserves recognition, Mr. Speak-
er, for establishing this Chair in Father 
Drinan’s name. I congratulate Judge Thomas 
Buergenthal, who will be the first holder of the 
Chair, and I ask that the discussion of Father 
Drinan’s work included in the program an-
nouncing the event be printed here so that 
people will understand how important his im-
pact has been on the best traditions of our 
country. 

ROBERT F. DRINAN, S.J., CHAIR IN HUMAN 
RIGHTS LAW 

Today, Georgetown Law proudly an-
nounces the creation of the Robert F. 
Drinan, S.J., Chair in Human Rights. Priest, 
scholar, lawyer, politician, activist, ethicist, 
and one of the nation’s leading advocates for 
international human rights, Father Drinan 
has dedicated his life to humanitarian causes 
and to improving the legal profession. 

A member of the Law Center’s faculty 
since 1981, Father Drinan teaches courses in 
international human rights, constitutional 
law, civil liberties, legislation, legal ethics, 
and professional responsibility. During his 
tenure at Georgetown, he has taught over 
6,000 students. 

Father Drinan earned his B.A. degree in 
1942 and his M.A. degree in 1947 from Boston 

College and his LL.B. in 1949 and LL.M. in 
1951 from Georgetown University Law Cen-
ter. He entered the Society of Jesus while at 
Boston College, and in 1953, he was ordained 
a Jesuit priest. From 1956 to 1970, he served 
as Dean and Professor of Law at Boston Col-
lege Law School. During the ten years be-
tween his deanship and joining the George-
town Law faculty, he served in the United 
States Congress as a Representative from 
Massachusetts, where he was a member of 
various committees and chair of the Sub-
committee on Criminal Justice of the House 
Judiciary Committee. 

Throughout his career, Father Drinan has 
stood as a leading voice in the human rights 
movement. He serves on the boards of nu-
merous organizations devoted to the further-
ance of human rights, including the Inter-
national League for Human Rights, Human 
Rights First, the Council for a Livable World 
Education Fund, Americans for Democratic 
Action, and the NAACP Legal Defense and 
Education Fund. He was a founder of the 
Lawyers’ Alliance for Arms Control and the 
National Interreligious Task Force on Soviet 
Jewry. Father Drinan has traveled the globe, 
both as a member of Congress and as a pri-
vate citizen, on human rights missions to 
Chile, the Philippines, El Salvador, Guate-
mala, Nicaragua, Argentina, France, and 
Vietnam to document human rights abuses 
and to work for their eradication. He is the 
author of several notable works on human 
rights, including The Mobilization of Shame, 
of which Elie Wiesel said, ‘‘Anyone inter-
ested in human rights will read Robert 
Drinan’s informative, passionate and chal-
lenging book with deep concern and hope.’’ 

In 2004, Father Drinan joined such Amer-
ican legal luminaries as Oliver Wendell 
Holmes, Thurgood Marshall, and Sandra Day 
O’Connor when the American Bar Associa-
tion awarded him its ABA Medal—the orga-
nization’s highest honor which recognizes ex-
ceptionally distinguished service to the 
cause of American jurisprudence. The award 
citation notes, ‘‘For more than half a cen-
tury, Father Robert F. Drinan has been an 
esteemed and beloved leader of the bar and a 
fearless advocate for the powerless and op-
pressed around the world. . . . Throughout 
his career, Father Drinan has heeded the call 
for human rights and social justice. With un-
paralleled passion and dedication, he has 
strived to improve the plight of the dis-
advantage and oppressed, and to advance the 
rule of law throughout the world.’’ 

Through the generosity of alumni and 
friends, Georgetown now recognizes and hon-
ors one of its greatest sons, Robert F. 
Drinan, S.J., L’49, L’51, with the creation of 
the Robert F. Drinan, S.J., Chair in Human 
Rights. This meaningful and lasting tribute 
will enable the Law Center to attract teach-
ers, advocates, and scholars who share Fa-
ther Drinan’s passion and concern for lib-
erty, equality of opportunity, and human 
dignity and who will inspire the next genera-
tions of Georgetown Law students to become 
leaders, protectors, and defenders of human 
rights. 
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PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. CHARLIE NORWOOD 
OF GEORGIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, December 7, 2006 

Mr. NORWOOD. Mr. Speaker, on rollcall 
No. 524; Expressing the sense of the House 

VerDate Nov 24 2008 09:47 Jan 27, 2010 Jkt 049102 PO 00000 Frm 00019 Fmt 0689 Sfmt 9920 E:\BR06\E08DE6.000 E08DE6cp
ric

e-
se

w
el

l o
n 

D
S

K
2B

S
O

Y
B

1P
R

O
D

 w
ith

 B
O

U
N

D
 R

E
C

O
R

D



EXTENSIONS OF REMARKS, Vol. 152, Pt. 1823776 December 8, 2006 
of Representatives that Members of the House 
should actively engage with employers and 
the American public at large to encourage the 
hiring of members and former members of the 
Armed Forces who are wounded in service 
and are facing a transition to civilian life. 

Had I been present, I would have voted 
‘‘yea.’’ 

f 

HONORING PAT WILLIAMS 45TH 
POSTMASTER OF DALLAS, TEXAS 

HON. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, December 7, 2006 

Ms. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON of Texas. 
Mr. Speaker, I rise today to honor Ms. Pat Wil-
liams, who was recently installed as the 45th 
Postmaster of Dallas, Texas. In the role of 
Postmaster, Ms. Williams will be responsible 
for the daily operations of 44 stations and 
branches in the Dallas City ZIP Code area. 
Notably, Ms. Williams is also the first African- 
American woman to hold the position of Post-
master in Dallas. 

A graduate of Prairie View A&M University, 
Pat Williams began her career with U.S. Post-
al Service in 1981, where she held a number 
of positions in both operations and support for 
over 10 years in Plant Operations. In 1985, 
she was promoted to supervisor of mails. In 
1992, she crossed over to Customer Service 
Operations where she was assigned as Su-
perintendent of Mails at Richland Station. Ms. 
Williams went on to supervise and manage 
several Dallas Stations and branches, and be-
came the Lead Customer Service Operations 
Manager overseeing three Customer Service 
Operations Managers and their 44 stations 
and branches. In 2004 she became the Dis-
trict’s Manager of Operations Program Sup-
port; overseeing the development and imple-
mentation of all District programs and projects. 

Pat Williams truly earned this position 
through hard work and a strong commitment 
to customer service and her fellow postal 
workers. She is well respected amongst the 
postal employees and managers, as well as, 
the clerks and carriers. 

Pat Williams has always been dedicated to 
excellence, and I am certain that this pursuit 
will continue in the form of outstanding oper-
ations and customer service for the people of 
Dallas. I am confident that Ms. Williams will 
successfully serve Dallas in her new role as 
Postmaster. 
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HONORING THE SODUS LIBRARY 
RANKED #1 IN THE NATION 

HON. JAMES T. WALSH 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, December 7, 2006 

Mr. WALSH. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize the Sodus Library and their #1 rank-
ing among libraries nationwide. Every year a 
list of the Nation’s top 100 libraries is pub-
lished. Hennen’s American Public Library Rat-
ing Index looked at over 9,000 libraries and 

ranked them on various traditional services. 
This year, the public library of Sodus, New 
York ranked number one in its population cat-
egory. 

As we all know, libraries are an integral part 
to all communities. We have all experienced 
the benefits of libraries; whether as a small 
child in a reading club or as a young adult 
working on a research paper. It is an honor for 
me and the people of Central New York to 
have the number one library in the Nation. I 
congratulate Sodus Librarian Carol Garland 
and her staff for all the hard work that has at-
tributed to Sodus Library being considered the 
top in the Nation. 

f 

CONGRATULATING JACK 
MCCROSKEY 

HON. MARK UDALL 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, December 7, 2006 

Mr. UDALL of Colorado. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to congratulate Mr. Jack McCroskey for 
his exemplary public service to Colorado. 
Jack, with his foresight and strong leadership, 
has helped make the metropolitan Denver 
light-rail transit system a reality. His service in 
reviving public transportation is deserving of 
special recognition. 

Mr. McCroskey, former Chairman of the Re-
gional Transportation District, has long envi-
sioned a regional transit system throughout 
the Denver metropolitan area. Today there are 
six lines in operation and more are expected 
to be built in the coming years. Initially Mr. 
McCroskey believed that the system could 
start small and move forward gradually as the 
public began to embrace it. In 2004 the public 
voted to expand the system with a region-wide 
sales tax increase. 

I ask my colleagues to join with me in ex-
pressing our gratitude to Mr. McCroskey for 
his great contributions to Colorado. We recog-
nize his leadership and vision in bringing pub-
lic transportation to the Denver metropolitan 
area. I am proud to offer a long awaited rec-
ognition to Mr. McCroskey for his great ac-
complishments. 

f 

SAN JOAQUIN RIVER RESTORA-
TION SETTLEMENT LEGISLATION 

HON. GRACE F. NAPOLITANO 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, December 7, 2006 

Mrs. NAPOLITANO. Mr. Speaker, I am 
pleased to be an original cosponsor of Mr. 
RADANOVICH’s legislation to authorize imple-
mentation of the San Joaquin River Restora-
tion Settlement. 

Enacting this legislation will allow the San 
Joaquin River—the second-longest river in 
California—to once again have the water it 
needs to support a viable salmon fishery. If 
enacted, the San Joaquin River will be a living 
river decades after the Bureau of Reclamation 
built Friant Dam. 

Putting water back into a dry river in Cali-
fornia is a very complicated and controversial 

task. A number of ‘‘third parties’’ have now 
come forward to express concerns that their 
own particular interests may in some way be 
detrimentally affected by this settlement and 
its proposed legislation, and ask that this leg-
islation be restructured to eliminate or mini-
mize their concerns. It is entirely appropriate 
that this legislation addresses those concerns. 
As we consider the implications of enacting 
this restoration legislation for the San Joaquin 
River and the need to protect a variety of in-
terests, I am mindful of and remain committed 
to progress in implementing and funding the 
December 19, 2000, Trinity River restoration 
record of decision and the Hoopa Valley 
Tribe’s comanagement of the decision’s impor-
tant goal of restoring the fishery resources that 
the United States holds in trust for the Hoopa 
Valley Tribe. 

The San Joaquin River Restoration Settle-
ment legislation is tremendously important for 
all of California. The settling parties, along 
with Senator FEINSTEIN, Congressman RADAN-
OVICH, and many other concerned and af-
fected parties have worked long and hard to 
bring this settlement to Congress all making 
concessions, and deserve our recognition and 
appreciation. I will continue to work with my 
colleagues and do whatever I can to help en-
sure the enabling legislation is enacted. 

f 

H.R. 4954, THE SAFE PORT ACT UN-
LAWFUL INTERNET GAMBLING 
AND ENFORCEMENT ACT PROVI-
SIONS 

HON. SPENCER BACHUS 
OF ALABAMA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, December 7, 2006 

Mr. BACHUS. Mr. Speaker, I would like to 
address the recent enactment of the Unlawful 
Internet Gambling and Enforcement Act of 
2006. Internet gambling legislation has been a 
priority for this Congress the last several 
years. In 2003, I sponsored H.R. 2143, the 
Unlawful Internet Gambling Funding Prohibi-
tion Act and have cosponsored Mr. LEACH’s 
Internet gambling bills in each of the last three 
Congresses. The Conference Report for H.R. 
4954, the SAFE Port Act, which was enacted 
into law, reflects Mr. LEACH’s Internet Gam-
bling Prohibition and Enforcement Act, H.R. 
4411. 

Five years ago, there were less than 50 
Internet gambling sites. Today, there are close 
to 2,000 sites that will generate upwards of 
$5.9 billion this year alone. The legislation that 
was enacted into law addresses the problem 
of illegal internet gambling through an enforce-
ment mechanism. The new law does not 
change the legality of any gambling activity in 
the United States. The sole purpose of this 
law is to enforce against activities that are al-
ready illegal under the Wire Act and other 
Federal and State statutes. It enforces illegal 
gambling by preventing the use of any bank 
instrument—such as a credit card, check or 
electronic fund transfer—for Internet gambling. 

Though online gambling has been illegal in 
this country from its inception—under state 
law, not just federal law—we have had serious 
problems enforcing these laws. The advantage 
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