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groups which destabilize Iraq.’’ How can the 
Baker-Hamilton commission seriously sug-
gest that two dictatorships described like 
this are going to be ‘‘helpers’’ in achieving 
American goals in the Middle East? 

(9) Does the commission believe we can ‘‘do 
a deal’’ with Iran? 

The clear effort by the Iranians to acquire 
nuclear weapons, and Ahmadinejad’s asser-
tion that it is easy to imagine a time in the 
near future when the United States and 
Israel have both disappeared, should be ade-
quate proof that the Iranian dictatorship is 
the active enemy of America. Couple that 
with the fact that the Iranians lied to the 
International Atomic Energy Agency for 18 
years while trying to develop a nuclear 
weapon. Either this is a dangerous regime we 
need to fundamentally change, or it is a rea-
sonable regime with which we can deal. Pres-
idential speeches and State Department doc-
uments clearly indicate it is a dangerous re-
gime yet, there is a permanent Washington 
establishment desire to avoid conflict and 
confrontation by ‘‘doing a deal.’’ In the 1930s, 
that model was called appeasement, not real-
ism, and it led to a disaster. We need a 
Churchill not a Chamberlain policy for the 
Middle East. 

(10) Does the commission believe we are 
more clever than our enemies? 

The al-Assad family has run Syria since 
1971. Hafiz Assad arranged for his son Bashar 
to succeed him. This family and its Alawite 
supporters represent a small minority of the 
Syrian people, but they maintain a relent-
lessly tough internal dictatorship which 
keeps power in their hands. In some ways, 
there are parallels between Bashar Assad and 
Kim Jong Il—they both maintain family dic-
tatorships with the support of a key system 
of internal controls. After 35 years of defying 
the United States, there is no reason to be-
lieve our diplomats are more clever than 
their ruthlessly survivor-oriented systems. 
Negotiating with them is an invitation to be 
taken to the cleaners and to extend the 
power and prestige and influence of our mor-
tal enemies in the region. Recent talk of 
reaching out to Syria has been met by the 
assassination of a Lebanese minister and the 
intensifying of the Hezbollah blackmail tac-
tics in Lebanon. Weakness from America 
leads to greater aggression from our en-
emies. The Baker-Hamilton commission 
should focus on how to contain or defeat 
Syria not on how to rely on them for help. 

(11) Does the commission recognize the im-
portance of working with the Democratic 
majorities on a strategy for victory? 

The Democratic victory in the 2006 elec-
tion should not be used as an excuse to do 
the wrong thing. The Democrats are now 
confronting the responsibility and burden of 
power. Given the right information about 
Iran, Syria, and Iraq there is every reason to 
believe a bipartisan majority can be formed 
in both the House and Senate for a rational 
strategy for victory. Opposition to con-
tinuing the failed second campaign should 
not be translated into opposition to an 
American victory. The Bush administration 
should reach out to moderate Democrats and 
forge a bipartisan agenda for victory and by 
March 2007 pass a bipartisan resolution for 
victory in Iraq and for stopping Iranian ef-
forts to get nuclear weapons. That will then 
set the basis for appropriations to continue 
the effort. The passage of a solid bipartisan 
bill in March would send a signal to the 
world that Americans are overwhelmingly in 
favor of defeating terrorism and defending 
America. That will dramatically lower the 
morale and confidence of our enemies. 

These 11 steps would be a powerful basis on 
which to move forward in Iraq and in the 
world. What’s more, they reflect the spirit of 
General Washington when he chose ‘‘victory 
or death’’ as the motto of the campaign 
which led to the founding of America despite 
overwhelming odds. 
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STEVEN JACKSON, GOOD 
SAMARITAN 

HON. TED POE 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, December 7, 2006 

Mr. POE. Mr. Speaker, every day we hear 
of rising crime rates and countless acts of 
criminal activity. The question is often asked— 
Is there any good left in the world? On De-
cember 5, 2006, in the city of Humble, Texas, 
a man by the name of Steven Jackson 
showed us all that goodwill still exists. 

On the evening of December 5, an evildoer, 
without regard for human life, went into a 
Humble gas station with a gun. This man 
robbed the attendant at gun point, took a few 
hundred dollars, and forced her to wait in the 
back room until he escaped. 

After the robber left the gas station, the at-
tendant went outside and saw him walking 
across the street to his getaway car. Upon this 
discovery, she started screaming that the man 
had robbed her and was getting way, which 
caught the attention of Steven Jackson. 

Steven Jackson, a volunteer firefighter with 
the Kingwood and Porter volunteer fire depart-
ments, had been filling up his car that 
evening—a routine action we all do. On this 
evening, while doing an ordinary task, Steven 
decided to do something extraordinary. As the 
attendant pleaded for help, Steven got into his 
car and began following the robber while call-
ing 911. 

According to the Humble Police Department, 
it appears that the criminal knew Steven was 
following him. At some point, a few miles from 
the gas station, the robber stopped his car, 
approached Steven’s car, and shot him twice 
in the torso. 

As Steven’s car left the road, he was able 
to tell the 911 dispatcher that he had been 
shot. Unfortunately, those words were the last 
this world would ever hear from Steven Jack-
son—his life cut short for a few hundred dol-
lars. 

The fine officers of the Humble Police De-
partment are currently investigating this case. 
The outlaw who took Steven’s life is still at 
large. It is my hope that he is brought to a 
swift and fitting justice. 

That’s Just the Way It Is. 
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IN HONOR OF HAROLD HURVERS 
AND THE 194TH LIGHT TANK 
BATTALION 

HON. BETTY McCOLLUM 
OF MINNESOTA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, December 7, 2006 

Ms. MCCOLLUM of Minnesota. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to honor the bravery and deter-

mination of Minnesota men who served in the 
U.S. Armed Forces in the Philippines during 
World War II. In particular, I want to note the 
contributions of the 194th Light Tank Battalion. 

On Easter Monday, 1941, 83 St. Paulites re-
ported for induction into the U.S. Army, joining 
163 men from Hennepin County. Seventy- 
seven of these men joined the 194th stationed 
at Fort Lewis, Washington. They were trained 
and deployed to the Philippine Islands. 

At 12:30 p.m. on December 8, 1941, the 
day after the attack on Pearl Harbor, the Phil-
ippine Islands were attacked by Japanese 
planes, placing U.S. Armed Forces on wartime 
status. The air strikes destroyed U.S. air-
planes stationed at Clark Field, leaving U.S. 
forces and Philippine Scouts trapped and with 
few supplies. Despite these great hardships, 
the 194th Light Tank Battalion fought on 
bravely for the next four months, delaying the 
Japanese offensive. Ultimately, U.S. forces 
were forced to evacuate to the Bataan Penin-
sula after relentless attacks by Japanese 
forces. April 9, 1942 marked the beginning of 
the notorious Bataan Death March. 

Following heavy land attacks and after with-
standing hundreds of raids from the air by 
Japanese forces, the Fall of Corregidor, forced 
American forces to surrender on May 6, 1942. 
Courageous American forces held out in spite 
of supply shortages, hunger, disease, and ex-
haustion. In the days that followed, many Min-
nesota military personnel from the Army, 
Navy, Marines, Air Corps, and the Nurse 
Corps were added to the rolls of prisoners of 
war. More than 75 percent of the men who 
were in service December 8, 1941 perished. 

Those who survived faced 31⁄2 years of im-
prisonment until they were liberated in August 
and September, 1945. 

Many veterans of the Philippine Campaign, 
the Bataan Death March and Japanese Pris-
oners of War are known only to history, their 
individual identities lost in the aftermath of 
war, but I want to recognize Harold Hurvers of 
St. Paul, the last survivor of the draftees. 
Through his stories of this horrific ordeal, 
Americans can learn volumes about the great 
sacrifices made by our veterans. All Minneso-
tans, indeed, all Americans owe Mr. Hurvers 
and all veterans a debt of gratitude for their 
service. 

Mr. Speaker, please join me in honoring Mr. 
Hurvers and the Minnesota Draftees of the 
194th Light Tank Battalion. 
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PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. CHARLIE NORWOOD 
OF GEORGIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, December 7, 2006 

Mr. NORWOOD. Mr. Speaker, on rollcall 
No. 525, Nonprofit Athletic Organization Pro-
tection Act, had I been present, I would have 
voted ‘‘Yea.’’ 
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HONORING WOMEN’S FEDERATION 

FOR WORLD PEACE 

HON. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, December 7, 2006 

Ms. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON of Texas. 
Mr. Speaker, I rise to honor and applaud the 
Women’s Federation for World Peace, USA 
for their commitment to women and world 
peace. This extraordinary organization pro-
vides women with the opportunities to create 
peace around the world. Their remarkable 
work highlights and enhances the role of 
women in establishing a world without terror 
and violence. 

In these troubling times, the cries for peace 
on Earth are needed more than ever. Wom-
en’s Federation for World Peace continues 
their fight by bringing women from all walks of 
life together to conquer a common goal. Their 
outstanding dedication and strong will to the 
enhancement of the world’s women and peace 
will no doubt serve as a valuable component 
throughout the world. 

As women we must be persistent, vigilant, 
and a strong force to help rid the world of vio-
lence. Although change will not come from 
one group, gender, or political party, but from 
all who are interested in helping to create a 
better world. An organization as the Women’s 
Federation of World Peace is just one illustra-
tion in helping to create a better world for all 
of us. 

Mr. Speaker, I want to personally thank the 
Women’s Federation for World Peace for their 
dedication and commitment they have put 
forth. I truly admire this organization for im-
proving the world’s women and peace 
throughout the world. 
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TRIBUTE TO RON HOLLIDAY 

HON. MARK UDALL 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, December 7, 2006 

Mr. UDALL of Colorado. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to pay tribute to Mr. Ron G. Holliday. 
Mr. Holliday will be retiring as County Man-
ager of Summit County, Colorado, on January 
5, 2007, after having served 41⁄2 years in this 
position. Prior to his position in Summit Coun-
ty, Mr. Holliday served 5 years as the County 
Administrator for Jefferson County, Colorado. 
Before his county government experience, Mr. 
Holliday served over three decades as Direc-
tor of State Parks in Texas, Colorado and 
Montana. 

Together, these years of exemplary service 
by Mr. Holliday amount to nearly four decades 
working for the citizens and environment of 
many Colorado and other western commu-
nities. 

As Summit County Manager, Mr. Holliday 
worked on issues related to forest health, the 
present bark beetle epidemic, increasing 
growth and development in this county along 
the critical Interstate 70 corridor, ski area and 
tourist management, as well as roadless 
issues in our national forests. He brought a 

collaborative spirit to all of these endeavors, 
and the citizens of Summit County have a 
thriving economy and a roadmap to help ad-
dress future issues and needs. 

As County Administrator for Jefferson Coun-
ty, Colorado, Mr. Holliday oversaw more than 
1,200 employees and was responsible for 
daily operations and a $344 million annual 
budget. He was serving this county at a time 
of significant growth, resulting in challenging 
transportation needs. To address this, he 
structured a multi-agency intergovernmental 
agreement for crucial transportation planning. 
He also helped guide the $150 million open 
space acquisition program and helped win 
passage of a voter approved $160 million 
open space bond issue. 

Mr. Holliday also helped coordinate the 
county’s administrative response to the tragic 
Columbine High School shooting. This incident 
garnered worldwide attention, and Mr. Holliday 
was part of the county’s coordination team to 
manage the fallout from this unfortunate inci-
dent. 

Prior to his work with Jefferson County, Mr. 
Holliday was Director of State Parks for the 
State of Texas for 5 years. At this position he 
oversaw 140 State parks with natural, rec-
reational and historic significance encom-
passing 600,000 acres. He developed stra-
tegic plans for these attractions and tripled the 
revenue in 3 years. He also worked to create 
three new parks under his management. 

Mr. Holliday secured similar achievements 
as Director of Colorado State Parks where he 
worked for 7 years. He increased the revenue 
of this office and developed strategic plans 
and longrange visions to our State’s impres-
sive park system. He got his start in this work 
for open space protection and visitor enjoy-
ment working as State Park Director for Mon-
tana prior to working for State Parks in Colo-
rado. 

Throughout his work for open space, parks 
and county government, Mr. Holliday has 
brought a keen appreciation of the importance 
of preserving a quality environment and thriv-
ing economy for the benefit of the local com-
munities he served as well as the entire 
States and Nation. His dedication to public 
service and his communities stands as a 
model for future managers and directors who 
act as stewards of our lands and communities. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in thanking Mr. Holliday for his dedicated, col-
laborative service. I wish him the very best in 
his future endeavors and continued contribu-
tions. 
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A TRIBUTE TO GEORGE MANIAS 
OF PEORIA, ILLINOIS 

HON. RAY LaHOOD 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, December 7, 2006 

Mr. LAHOOD. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
pay tribute to George Manias, a man who is 
a legend in my hometown of Peoria, Illinois. 

Yesterday, George Manias celebrated the 
60th anniversary of the opening of his shoe-
shine business in Peoria. George Manias is 
the true personification of the American 

dream. The son of Greek immigrants who 
spoke no English when he came to Peoria, he 
was just 16 years old when he opened his 
business. From that first day in the corner of 
a downtown barbershop, George has worked 
tirelessly to make his shop a great success. 

George has shined the shoes of countless 
people, from his fellow Peorians to former 
Presidents Gerald Ford and Ronald Reagan. 
The walls of his shop are covered with photos 
and clippings of the more famous of his cus-
tomers, but each customer is special to 
George. His pride in his workmanship and his 
love of people are evident no matter who 
walks through his door. 

This week, the Peoria City Council honored 
George with a resolution commemorating his 
60th anniversary, and tonight, there is a big 
celebration planned for him. I want to add my 
congratulations to George and his family on 
reaching this milestone in his career. George 
Manias is truly the pride of Peoria. 

f 

HONORING THE DEPARTING FLOR-
IDA MEMBERS OF THE HOUSE 

HON. GINNY BROWN-WAITE 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, December 7, 2006 

Ms. GINNY BROWN-WAITE of Florida. Mr. 
Speaker, I rise today to recognize the four de-
parting Members of the Florida Delegation. 
These Members, MIKE BILIRAKIS, JIM DAVIS, 
KATHERINE HARRIS, and CLAY SHAW, are leav-
ing with a combined 64 years of congressional 
service. Our State is losing dedicated public 
servants who have worked on behalf of their 
constituents and the Nation. Their input will be 
sorely missed in the 110th Congress. 

MIKE BILIRAKIS is a shining example of 
heartfelt dedication to veterans’ issues and is 
someone whose passion for veterans is hard 
to duplicate. Having shared many flights back 
and forth to DC with MIKE, I can tell you that 
I learned a great deal from him during my time 
in Congress. 

I always found JIM DAVIS to be a thoughtful, 
respectful, and thought-provoking Member of 
Congress. I enjoyed serving with him because 
of his southern genteel manner. 

KATHERINE HARRIS brought an amazing 
amount of energy to the House. We served to-
gether on the Financial Services and Home-
land Security Committees, where I saw her 
dedication to the issues and the people of 
Florida. She is especially known for helping 
those looking to join the ranks of homeowners 
by fighting to pass the American Dream 
Downpayment Act. 

CLAY SHAW worked tirelessly to find alter-
native approaches for preserving Social Secu-
rity for future generations. While never the 
most flashy Member, CLAY was instead known 
for his legislative accomplishments as a senior 
member of the Ways and Means Committee. 
Not only was he was the foremost proponent 
to save the Everglades, CLAY made America a 
better place by helping push welfare reform 
through Congress. 

While each of these public servants will be 
replaced in the 110th Congress, their memo-
ries will not be forgotten. MIKE, JIM, KATH-
ERINE, CLAY, we will miss you up here in 
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