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TRIBUTE TO HOWARD C. ‘‘CHIP’’ 

CONLEY 

HON. COLLIN C. PETERSON 
OF MINNESOTA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, December 7, 2006 

Mr. PETERSON of Minnesota. Mr. Speaker, 
I take this opportunity to honor Chip Conley’s 
service to his country, to this House, and to 
our Nation’s farmers and ranchers. Chip will 
retire from the staff of the House Agriculture 
Committee at the end of this Congress. 

Mr. Speaker, Chip was hired as the Agri-
culture Committee’s economist by Chairman 
E. (Kika) de la Garza in 1985. By all accounts, 
from the moment he got there, Chip was the 
go-to guy on nearly every bit of work in the 
Committee’s jurisdiction. This was so much 
the case that on his birthday one year, Chair-
man de la Garza handed out buttons printed 
with the commonly uttered phrase: ‘‘Where’s 
Chips?’’ 

Mr. Speaker, the Agriculture Committee’s 
big task that comes along periodically is the 
writing of a Farm Bill. Chip played an integral 
role in four farm bills—each one of which 
proved to be a more monumental undertaking 
than the last. In addition to casting policy for 
the production of food and fiber, the Farm Bill 
also includes provisions to update the food 
stamp program and other programs that are 
so important to the daily needs of our most 
vulnerable citizens. In addition to the tremen-
dous expertise Chip displayed regarding the 
economics of these programs, he always dem-
onstrated a thorough command of pro-
grammatic details. His diligence and abundant 
creativity through many sleepless nights have 
had an enormous impact, and he will be sore-
ly missed. 

Mr. Speaker, you don’t have to work with 
Chip for too long to realize that his efforts are 
inspired by an enduring, true desire to improve 
the lives of others. Before he began his pro-
fessional career, Chip served in India as a 
Peace Corps volunteer. He spent 2 years in 
Hissar from 1970–1972, providing extension 
services to dairy farmers. 

Mr. Speaker, I should also express the grati-
tude of the House to Chip’s wife—Jan 
Rovecamp. Jan herself served as a staff 
member and was working for the House when 
she and Chip met and they discovered their 
mutual interests in hiking and other outdoor 
pursuits. Jan also aided the Committee by her 
constant support of Chip and her tolerance for 
his long hours. They both have hearts of gold, 
and for nearly 15 years they have volunteered 
their time to Food and Friends. Each Friday, 
they spend the middle of their day delivering 
food and providing companionship to people 
living with life-challenging illnesses. 

Mr. Speaker, I am saddened to see Chip 
go. Through his work on legislation, he has 
touched the lives of many Americans. In the 
city of Washington, he has gained the respect 
and admiration of countless colleagues from 
all philosophical backgrounds. To the Mem-
bers and staff of the Committee, he is a true 
friend. 

On behalf of the Agriculture Committee, I 
extend to Chip and Jan my deepest apprecia-
tion for their service, and wish them much 
happiness in retirement. 

TRIBUTE TO ANDREA BOCELLI 

HON. DARRELL E. ISSA 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, December 7, 2006 

Mr. ISSA. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to rec-
ognize and honor the remarkable achieve-
ments of singer, writer, and producer Andrea 
Bocelli. 

Growing up on his family vineyard in 
Lajatico, Tuscany, Mr. Bocelli displayed a tal-
ent for music from an early age. Andrea devel-
oped a passion for opera recordings and 
dreamed of following in the footsteps of cele-
brated Italian tenors. A graduate of the Univer-
sity of Pisa, Mr. Bocelli practiced as a state 
appointed defense attorney for a short time 
before leaving behind a legal career to pursue 
his musical dream. 

The best-selling classical soloist of all time, 
Mr. Bocelli has experienced unprecedented 
international success. He has staged concerts 
at the Eiffel Tower, the Pyramids in Egypt, and 
the Statue of Liberty. Andrea has performed at 
Olympic closing ceremonies and over the dev-
astation of Ground Zero. He has sung for 
kings, queens, princes, premiers, prime min-
isters, presidents, and Popes. The recipient of 
numerous awards, Mr. Bocelli has been glob-
ally recognized for his achievements in music 
and for his philanthropic efforts. 

Andrea Bocelli has used his talents and 
stardom to bless many lives. Partnering with 
worthy charities like The Vision of Children 
Foundation, an organization committed to the 
eradication of hereditary childhood blindness, 
Mr. Bocelli has raised millions of dollars to 
help children all over the world. Funds raised 
by his benefit concerts have gone towards re-
search to improve the lives of the visually im-
paired and aid the families of children who re-
quire organ transplants. 

Mr. Speaker, whether influencing lives with 
his musical talents or inspiring countless indi-
viduals to overcome adversity, Andrea Bocelli 
is honored and admired for his many accom-
plishments. We recognize and commend him 
today for his extraordinary dedication and 
service. 

f 

HONORING CHICAGO ASTRONAUT 
JOAN HIGGINBOTHAM 

HON. RAHM EMANUEL 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, December 7, 2006 

Mr. EMANUEL. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor Astronaut Joan Higginbotham. 
Higginbotham is a member of the crew on the 
Space Shuttle Discovery that is scheduled to 
launch tonight from NASA’s Kennedy Space 
Center. Additionally, she is a fellow 
Chicagoan, and I wish her the best of luck as 
she prepares for her first mission, STS 116. 

Higginbotham graduated from Chicago’s 
Whitney Young High School in 1982, and 
Southern Illinois University at Carbondale in 
1987. She will be the third African-American 
woman aboard a NASA mission, and she and 
her fellow astronaut Robert Curbeam will 

make history this week on STS 116, the first 
Space Shuttle mission with two African-Amer-
ican astronauts. 

Higginbotham previously worked as a pay-
load engineer at the John F. Kennedy Space 
Center while also earning two master’s de-
grees from the Florida Institute of Technology. 

As a Mission Specialist on board Discovery, 
Higginbotham’s responsibilities will include a 
complete rewiring of the International Space 
Station’s power supply. She will also have the 
responsibility of operating the robotic arm to 
deploy several satellites and to direct payload 
transfers. 

Higginbotham will be joined by mission com-
mander Mark Polansky, as well as Robert 
Curbeam, Sunita Williams, Nicholas Patrick, 
William Oefelein, and Christer Fuglesang from 
the European Space Agency, who is the first 
Swedish astronaut. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in recognizing my fellow Chicagoan as well as 
her fellow astronauts, and to wish them all the 
best on their launch tonight and their 12-day 
mission. 

f 

HONORING THE LIFE OF CAROLE 
MANCHESTER PILLAY 

HON. JOHN B. LARSON 
OF CONNECTICUT 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, December 7, 2006 

Mr. LARSON of Connecticut. Mr. Speaker, I 
wish to submit for the RECORD the following 
tribute that appeared in the Winsted Journal 
on October 27, 2006. Mrs. Pillay began her 
career in fashion at Vogue, later becoming 
fabric editor at Glamour, and fashion director 
at Seventeen and Elle. Mrs. Pillay was also 
the author of French Tea and Tea in the East. 
I’m honored to submit this for the RECORD. My 
heart goes out to her entire family. 

[From the Winsted Journal, Oct. 27, 2006] 
CAROLE MANCHESTER PILLAY 

WINSTED—Carole Manchester Pillay, au-
thor of two distinctive books on the prepara-
tion and drinking of tea and a former editor 
of leading women’s magazines, died Oct. 21, 
2006, in Manhattan. She lived in Manhattan 
and Winsted and was the wife of Shunna 
Pillay. 

Mrs. Pillay started her fashion career with 
Vogue and later became the fabric editor for 
Glamour and then fashion director at Seven-
teen and Elle magazines. Her articles on 
fashion, the decorative arts and tea appeared 
frequently in national magazines. 

Her two books are ‘‘French Tea’’ (Hearst 
Books, 1993) and ‘‘Tea in the East’’ (Hearst 
Books, 1996). The latter publication took her 
on journeys throughout Asia, where she met 
and interviewed ‘‘staunch devotees of tea— 
planters, pluckers, brokers, blenders, pro-
ducers, promoters, and tea lovers.’’ 

She wrote that ‘‘there were many trying 
times rummaging through the obscure do-
mains of tea, but at journey’s end I look 
back on the adversities as fond adventures.’’ 
More recently, she authored the book for the 
forthcoming musical, ‘‘Pansy.’’ 

Her friends regarded her as possessing an 
exquisite aesthetic sense, a wonderful joie de 
vivre, an indomitable spirit and a keen com-
mitment to social justice. In addition to her 
husband of 33 years, Mrs. Pillay is survived 
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