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Hutchinson of Arkansas, Representative 
TUBBS JONES, Representative GENE GREEN of 
Texas, Representative LUCILLE ROYBALL AL-
LARD of California, Representative MIKE DOYLE 
of Pennsylvania, Representative MARTIN SABO 
of Minnesota, and Representative ED PASTOR 
of Arizona. In particular I want to thank Rep-
resentative ZOE LOFGREN of California, who 
served as the ranking minority on the Shuster 
investigative subcommittee and came back to 
serve on the investigative subcommittee for 
Representative Traficant. Finally, I must thank 
the two distinguished ranking minority mem-
bers I served with, Representative HOWARD 
BERMAN of California and Representative ALAN 
MOLLOHAN of West Virginia. Each served with 
honor during difficult times and each never 
acted or mentioned a partisan issue to me 
while we were involved in committee matters. 

I also want to thank the fine professional 
staff of the Ethics Committee. Starting with Jo-
anne White, our administrative assistant who 
insured the committee functioned so effi-
ciently; other assistants Christine Stevens, 
Sean Kelley, Preston Johnson, Peter Johnson, 
and Amelia Snider; our counsels Kenneth 
Kellner, Bernadette Sargeant, John 
Sassaman, Reed Slack, Susan Pohl, Stacey 
Duffey, Peter van Hartesfeldt, Susan Olson, 
and Carol Dixon. Special thanks goes to Rep-
resentative BERMAN’s counsel Bari Schwartz 
and Representative MOLLOHAN’s assistant, 
Colleen McCarty. The committee was further 
assisted by two distinguished chief counsels 
during this period, Robert Walker and John 
Vargo. Finally, I want to thank my two coun-
sel’s while I was chairman, Virginia Johnson 
and Paul Lewis. Rob Walker and Virginia 
Johnson provided vital support and assistance 
during the Traficant matter and John Vargo 
and Paul Lewis did the same during the com-
plaint filed against Representative DeLay at 
the end of my tenure. 

When I began my service in this House 20 
years ago, I never thought I would serve on 
the Ethics Committee. I certainly never 
thought I would serve as its chairman. Yet, I 
now believe it is my duty to speak to you one 
last time regarding ethics. Ethics advice in this 
House must be fair, impartial, and non-
partisan. Ethics reform in this House must be 
fair, impartial, and bipartisan. Ethics enforce-
ment in this House must be fair, impartial and 
bipartisan. The leadership of both parties 
should keep their hands off the ethics process 
once the rules are adopted and the members 
are assigned to the Ethics Committee. I hope 
a strong ethics reform package is passed on 
the first day of this new Congress. But we 
must do more. I urge the next Congress on 
the first day to also establish a bipartisan task 
force to draw on proposals adopted on that 
first day but to do more and to do better. The 
work of the 1997 Bipartisan Ethics Reform 
Task Force is instructive on how major 
changes in the ethics rule should be made. 
The task force labored on its recommenda-
tions for 4 months, taking testimony from 
House Members and outside experts in public 
hearings as well as executive session. It is 
evident from the task force’s final report that it 
spent hours and days in studying, discussing 
and voting upon a variety of rules changes. 
With so much at stake in the ethics rules for 
both individual Members and the House as an 

institution, such open, careful consideration of 
rules changes is absolutely necessary. 

John Barry, the author of ‘‘The Ambition and 
Power,’’ about ethics investigation of Rep-
resentative Wright, described our Capital as 
the grandest building in this Nation. I believe 
our grandest building should also be a cathe-
dral. A cathedral of integrity. Senator Douglas 
urged each member of Congress to consider 
the need for a deeper set of moral values. I 
ask each of my colleagues and the incoming 
Members of the House to consider the same. 
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HONORING THE SERVICE AND 
RETIREMENT OF MIKE LYNCH 

HON. BART GORDON 
OF TENNESSEE 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, December 7, 2006 

Mr. GORDON. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize a valued staff member—Mike 
Lynch—who retired this month from the House 
Science Committee. As one of our Committee 
Counsels, Mike’s legal and parliamentary ex-
pertise touched many offices and issue areas 
during his tenure. 

He was a dedicated and long-serving House 
staffer. Prior to joining the Committee, Mike 
served in the U. S. House of Representatives 
from 1977–1994 in several counsel positions. 
Most notably, he was the Staff Director and 
Chief Counsel to the Subcommittee on Ac-
counts of the Committee on House Adminis-
tration from 1985–1993. In each position, Mike 
honed his legislative skills to become a re-
spected and much sought after Committee 
Counsel. 

As the Science Committee Democrats’ prin-
cipal liaison with the Parliamentarian, Rules 
Committee and Leadership on parliamentary 
and legislative process issues, Mike’s role was 
an important one. His mastery of the rules and 
procedures of the House and his advice to 
Members and staff on legal and legislative 
issues before the Committee were vital. No 
one worked harder than Mike did to protect 
the prerogatives of Members, the Committee 
and the Congress. 

He loved this institution and that love was 
evident in his work each and every day. With-
out fail, his careful analysis of legal issues and 
sound judgment in rendering opinions and ad-
vice resulted in astute answers for the Com-
mittee. He also took great pride in mentoring 
junior Committee counsels and in explaining 
the intricacies of Committee procedure. 

Mike will be missed by many, but we all un-
derstand that his retirement now clears his 
calendar for his other great passions in life— 
travel and sports, particularly rooting for Notre 
Dame and the New York Yankees. 

The Science Committee’s Members and 
staff wish him well as he moves on to new en-
deavors and a relaxing retirement. Thank you, 
Mike, for your many years of dedicated and 
loyal service. 

19TH ANNUAL WORLD AIDS DAY 

HON. LYNN C. WOOLSEY 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, December 7, 2006 

Ms. WOOLSEY. Mr. Speaker, on December 
1, communities around the world came to-
gether to remember AIDS’ more than 25 mil-
lion victims and to renew our commitment to 
the 40 million people currently living with HIV/ 
AIDS. 

The 19th annual World AIDS Day was both 
an opportunity to reflect on the progress we’ve 
made combating this illness and a reminder of 
all of the obstacles we must still overcome. 
Since 1981, our battle to combat the myths 
associated with AIDS, the discrimination 
against people infected with HIV, and the virus 
and disease themselves have all improved. 
However, AIDS continues to devastate every 
region of the world as 6,000 people, half of 
which are between 15 and 24 years old, be-
come infected with HIV every day. 

This year alone, almost 3 million people 
have died from AIDS, while more than 4 mil-
lion more were infected with HIV. In Sub-Sa-
haran Africa, 12 million children have been or-
phaned as a result of AIDS. In California, 
56,000 people are currently living with AIDS, 
making up 14% of our nation’s total AIDS pop-
ulation. The AIDS pandemic has become so 
widespread in our country that it is thought to 
have killed more than ten times the number of 
American soldiers killed in Vietnam. We can-
not afford to turn a blind eye as this disease 
takes its toll on the American public. 

We must do more to address this global 
health crisis. Congress must increase its aid 
for treatment and educational programs to 
countries burdened by catastrophically high in-
fection rates. The U.S. must support and im-
plement programs that increase the public’s 
knowledge about proper ways to protect 
against HIV transmission. More people must 
get tested and more people must receive 
treatment. Each year World AIDS Day is a 
wake-up call to the reality that we cannot be 
complacent with our accomplishments com-
bating AIDS because so much more needs to 
be done. 

That’s why I have consistently supported 
measures to help poor nations get the medi-
cines they need to fight AIDS, and have also 
joined efforts to fight for more funding for the 
Global Fund. We work to improve the care 
available to HIV/AIDS patients while ensuring 
that socioeconomic status does not limit a per-
son’s access to life-saving treatments. Addi-
tionally, it is essential that we continue to ade-
quately fund the Ryan White CARE Act, which 
helps cities, states, and local community- 
based organizations provide services to HIV- 
positive individuals who otherwise couldn’t af-
ford medication, transportation, food or hous-
ing. The time and effort Congress spends on 
implementing programs that deal with HIV pre-
vention, treatment, education, and support 
must be in line with the true priorities of the 
American people. In that respect, we still have 
a lot of work to do. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise today to commemorate 
World AIDS Day because I believe we must 
take this opportunity to honor our commitment 
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