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to those who have struggled with and continue 
to fight against this destructive disease. As we 
work to improve HIV/AIDS prevention and 
treatment, let us do so with the dedication and 
the drive that the American public demands of 
us. As we look forward to the new Congress, 
let us confront this disease head on, finally 
putting forward the resources we need to con-
quer AIDS. 
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DOWNINGTOWN WEST HIGH 
SCHOOL GIRLS SOCCER TEAM 
2006 PIAA CHAMPIONS 

HON. JIM GERLACH 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, December 7, 2006 

Mr. GERLACH. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor the Downingtown West High School 
Girls Soccer Team for their recent 2–0 victory 
over the Moon Township High School to win 
their second Girls Soccer PIAA Class AAA 
Championship in three years. If fact, this was 
the same score that Downingtown beat Moon 
Township in 2004 to become Pennsylvania 
State Champions. 

The Downingtown West Whippets were led 
by five seniors: Colleen Flanagan, Katelyn 
Capps, Amber Werner, Christine Thurwanger 
and Sarah Halpin. This group of seniors 
boasts three District 1 titles and one Ches- 
Mont League title in four years. 

The Whippets played the championship 
game against Moon Township in Hershey, 
Pennsylvania, and managed to shut out the 
opposition with their determined and aggres-
sive play. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask that my colleagues join 
me today in honoring all of the players, coach-
es, and supporting staff of the 2006 
Downingtown West Girls Soccer Team. The 
skill, hard work, and commitment to excellence 
by the entire team led to this spectacular ath-
letic achievement. Their display of character 
and sportsmanship brings honor to 
Downingtown West High School and the entire 
community. 

The team is comprised of: Katie Bauer, 
Hallie Berger, Jessicca Bourroughs, Rae Brad-
ley, Laura Call, Katelyn Capps, Sarah 
Cardamone, Bridget Coleman, Christie Coper, 
Nicole Dankanich, Madison Davenport, Brynn 
Evans, Emily Fenimore, Colleen Flanagan, 
Laura Flanagan, Kelsea Fortino, Sarah Halpin, 
Brittney Hamil, Ashley Harrington, Devan 
Hibbs, Alyssa Johnson, Michelle LaBricciosa, 
Amanda Marino, Stephaine Myers, Morgan 
Obendorfer, Kelly Peterson, Jenny Schleinitz, 
Katie Schneider, Courtney Sicinski, Jamie 
Tabor, Christine Thurwanger, Tori Viscuso, 
Amber Werner, Christie Werner, Lauren Wil-
son, Courtney Wylie, Head Coach Rob Smith, 
Assistant Coaches Kelly Cross, Wes Davis, 
Meredith Markle, and Mary Schanne, and Ath-
letic Trainers Joe Iezzi and Jessica Korn. 

RELIGIOUS COMMUNITY 
BULLDOZED IN KAZAKHSTAN 

HON. CHRISTOPHER H. SMITH 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, December 7, 2006 

Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. Mr. Speaker, 
today I express my deep concern about the 
destruction of thirteen homes in a Hare 
Krishna commune outside of Almaty, 
Kazakhstan. It is a saddening development 
considering that Kazakhstan is a participating 
state in the Organization for Security and Co-
operation in Europe and has been vigorously 
pursuing a bid to chair the OSCE in 2009. I 
am greatly troubled by the actions taken 
against this peaceful religious community, 
which is reminiscent of the ‘‘bad old days.’’ 

On November 21, 13 Hare Krishna homes 
were destroyed in the Sri Vrindavan Dham 
commune in the village of Seleksia, 25 miles 
from Almaty. Orders to bulldoze the homes re-
portedly came from the Karasai District Court, 
giving the residents only 24–hours notice to 
gather all their possessions. When the bull-
dozers arrived, they came under the escort 
and supervision of riot police. The belongings 
of some who refused to leave were thrown out 
in the snow, and their furniture and larger 
household items taken away to be destroyed. 
Families were left without a home and many 
others left without water and electricity in the 
cold of winter. 

More damage could still be done—53 more 
homes (one of which houses a temple) could 
be demolished and their 116-acre communal 
farm could be seized. Making this outrage all 
the more disturbing, the Karasai District Court 
reportedly announced that it will charge the 
community for the demolition expenses! I ap-
preciate the strong statement issued by the 
U.S. Embassy in Astana urging Karasai district 
authorities to ‘‘refrain from any further aggres-
sive actions.’’ 

The conflict over the commune has steadily 
intensified since a regional court ruled in 
March to confiscate the farm without com-
pensation. A special government commission 
was established in response to international 
criticism to negotiate with the Hare Krishnas, 
but this process was short-circuited when the 
bulldozers revved up. Authorities justify these 
heartless actions by citing legal problems with 
the purchase of the farm by Hare Krishnas in 
1999, but most observers believe this is noth-
ing more than a land grab dressed up as a 
legal proceeding. 

Despite Kazakhstan’s positive reputation for 
religious tolerance, I have been concerned by 
governmental actions against minority religious 
communities, such as the heavy fines (and 
sometimes arrests) during the past six months 
against Baptist ministers representing unregis-
tered congregations. Also worrisome are in-
creasingly harsh government policies toward 
Muslims who practice their faith independent 
of the government-controlled Muftiate. While 
President Nazarbayev’s initiative to bring world 
religions together to promote tolerance is laud-
able, his government’s harsh treatment of 
small and independent groups displays a sad 
absence of tolerance. 

In short, I do not believe these actions befit 
a country that would be a leader of nations. I 

urge President Nazarbayev and the Govern-
ment of Kazakhstan to end these practices, 
withdraw the court cases to seize the Hare 
Krishnas’ land, and ensure that all individuals 
are compensated for their lost property. 
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TRIBUTE TO LOVELLA CRADDOCK 

HON. JOHN SHIMKUS 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, December 7, 2006 

Mr. SHIMKUS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor Lovella Craddock of McLeansboro, Illi-
nois for her many years of service to the citi-
zens of Hamilton County, Illinois. Lovella 
began working part-time in the Hamilton Coun-
ty Clerk’s Office in 1960, full-time in 1961 and 
was elected as Hamilton County Clerk in 
1974. She will retire December I, 2006 after 
46 years of service. 

For the past 46 years, Lovella has greeted 
not only me, but also the citizens of Hamilton 
County, with a smile as they entered her office 
to conduct business. Her friendly and cour-
teous service will be missed. It is with grati-
tude that I thank her for her service and con-
gratulate her on retirement. I wish Lovella all 
the best in the years to come. 
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COMMENDING THE IRAQ STUDY 
GROUP 

HON. FRANK R. WOLF 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, December 7, 2006 

Mr. WOLF. Mr. Speaker, I rise to commend 
the members of the Iraq Study Group and to 
thank them for their dedication and service to 
our country. 

I have been to Iraq three times, the first two 
times without military escort. I traveled all over 
the country. Upon my return I called for the 
creation of a high level, bipartisan panel to 
take an honest assessment of the situation in 
Iraq. To look forward, not back, and to report 
its findings to the American people. 

On March 15, this bipartisan Iraq Study 
Group was established with co-chairmen 
former Secretary of State James Baker and 
former Congressman Lee Hamilton, who co- 
chaired the 9/11 Commission, leading the 10- 
member panel—five Democrats and five Re-
publicans. Because of the importance of their 
task in finding consensus on assessing the 
way forward in Iraq, at that time, I said it was 
important to have as members of the group 
people who loved their country more than their 
political party. 

The group undertook a serious, bipartisan, 
forward-looking assessment of the current and 
prospective situation on the ground in Iraq and 
its impact on the surrounding region, and its 
consequences on U.S. interests. It focused on 
political, military, security and reconstruction in 
Iraq. 

In addition to co-chairs, the study group 
members were former U.S. Attorney General 
Ed Meese, former Clinton Administration ad-
viser Vernon Jordan, former Clinton Adminis-
tration chief of staff Leon Panetta, former De-
fense Secretary William Perry, former Virginia 
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