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NASA’s Centers, including the Jet Propulsion 
Laboratory and the Applied Physics Labora-
tory, during the 109th Congress. None of this 
would have been possible without the intel-
ligence and perseverance of the staff. 

At this time I would like to recognize the in-
dividuals responsible for the subcommittee’s 
many accomplishments: 

Bill Adkins, former Staff Director. Bill was a 
thoughtful advisor and an influential force in 
the passage of the NASA Authorization Act 
during the 18 months we worked together. 

Johannes Loschnigg, current Staff Director. 
Johannes has done a terrific job and has of-
fered solid leadership to the subcommittee. 

Ed Feddeman, Professional Staff. Ed is the 
resident expert on aeronautics and space 
science. I have appreciated his depth of 
knowledge on these issues and his expertise 
during several NASA Center visits. 

Ken Monroe, Professional Staff. Ken is the 
subject matter expert on the space shuttle pro-
gram and financial management at the Agen-
cy. His first-hand experience, and strong at-
tention to detail has been a true asset during 
the last 2 years. 

Tind ‘‘Shep’’ Ryen, Professional Staff. Shep 
is the go-to-guy on the space exploration 
agenda being implemented by NASA, includ-
ing the Constellation Systems program, NASA 
Workforce and Commercial Space issues. As 
one of the more recent additions to the staff, 
Shep has not wavered from delving deeply 
into his work and has exercised excellent 
oversight over these exciting new programs. 

Tom Hammond, Professional Staff. Tom 
handles a long list of issues including the 
International Space Station, Earth Science, 
Remote Sensing, and International and Na-
tional security programs. I appreciate Tom’s 
dedication and know he will continue to excel 
in all his future endeavors. 

Devin Bryant, Staff Assistant. Devin is the 
support system to all of the staff and has done 
an incredible job. As a fellow Californian, I ap-
preciate his enthusiasm for America’s space 
program as it reminds me of the ripple effect 
of NASA’s achievements—inspiring the next 
generation of explorers. 

Roselee Roberts, Chairman’s Designee/Pro-
fessional Staff. Roselee has been a tremen-
dous asset to my chairmanship and the sub-
committee. It was an honor to designate her 
as my representative. It has been a pleasure 
to work with her these past 2 years. She has 
been a trusted confidant to me and my staff 
and I appreciate her dedication and loyalty. 
She will always be a part of the Calvert team. 

I would be remiss if I did not also mention 
my deep gratitude to David Goldston, Chief of 
Staff of the Science Committee. David im-
pressed me with his intelligence, tireless work 
ethic, and his love of science policy. During 
the past 2 years we have shared some great 
conversations and debates and I believe I 
have been a better Chairman for them. I ap-
preciate the tremendous support and expertise 
he has provided me and my staff during my 
Chairmanship. 

To all of the subcommittee staff, I would like 
to express my deepest gratitude for your hard 
work, diligence, passion, and service. I salute 
your dedication and wish you all the best of 
luck. 

KYRGYZSTAN IMPROVES ITS 
DEMOCRACY 

HON. CHRISTOPHER H. SMITH 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, December 7, 2006 

Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. Mr. Speaker, as 
this Congress comes to a conclusion, I rise to 
make some remarks on the state of demo-
cratic development in Central Asia. I am in-
spired to do this by the very significant recent 
events in Kyrgyzstan, where last month, a new 
constitution was adopted that limits the power 
of the presidency and enhances the authority 
of the legislative branch. 

The Kyrgyz should be congratulated for 
peacefully negotiating a delicate political situa-
tion that could have turned violent. The out-
come resulted in the strengthening of 
Kyrgyzstan’s democracy at a time when its 
neighbors are moving in the opposite direc-
tion. 

Throughout post-Soviet Central Asia—and 
all over the former USSR—the defining feature 
of political development has been the emer-
gence of super-presidents, while parliaments 
and courts languish under executive control. 
As a result, the balance of powers, though 
constitutionally mandated, has remained a 
dead letter, and corruption has become en-
demic. 

But Kyrgyzstan has always differed from 
other regional states by virtue of its strong civil 
society and relatively combative legislature; 
former President Askar Akaev was never as 
powerful as his counterparts in Central Asia. 
Moreover, there is a well-established tradition 
of ‘‘people power’’ in Kyrgyzstan—Akaev was 
almost forced from office by a countrywide 
protest movement in 2002. He managed to 
keep his seat, however, until last year’s ‘‘Tulip 
Revolution’’ of 2005, which led to his ouster 
and his replacement in July by Kurmanbek 
Bakiev. By all accounts, the presidential elec-
tion of July 2005 marked a real improvement 
in elections held in Kyrgyzstan, and particu-
larly in Central Asia. 

Since then, however, Kyrgyzstan has strug-
gled with major problems, among them: un-
controlled criminality, high-level corruption, 
economic decline and a general sense of dis-
appointment at unfulfilled promises. By this 
fall, discontent had risen to such a degree that 
a political movement, ‘‘For Reforms’’ led large-
ly by President Bakiev’s former associates, 
was able to mobilize protesters to pursue their 
agenda by peaceful rallies. Though the dem-
onstrators originally called for Bakiev’s res-
ignation, in the end a compromise was 
reached in the form of a new constitution. 

The document represents a real achieve-
ment, primarily for limiting the executive’s 
powers—a first in Central Asia. Bakiev will re-
main in office until 2010 but his successor will 
not appoint the government, Prosecutor-Gen-
eral, the head of the Central Election Commis-
sion and the holders of other important posts. 
Whichever political party gains 51 percent in 
elections has that responsibility—an incentive 
for traditionally fractious political parties to 
align themselves in coalitions and work to-
gether. 

Naturally, the heads of neighboring states 
have been displeased. State-controlled media 

in those countries have portrayed these 
events in the worst possible light, emphasizing 
‘‘chaos and anarchy,’’ and hoping thereby to 
discredit the Kyrgyz experiment by linking pop-
ular demonstrations with instability. But while 
crowds gathered in the streets of the capital 
Bishkek, the new constitution was adopted al-
most without violence, solidifying a tradition of 
politically effective peaceful protest. Most im-
portant, a framework has been created for de-
veloping all branches of power and resolving 
political disagreements. 

I believe Kyrgyzstan’s experience has gen-
uine significance for the possibility of democ-
ratization in Central Asia, simply because the 
Kyrgyz political class, cooperating with civil so-
ciety, has shown that it is possible without 
bloodshed to reach compromise solutions to 
fundamental political problems. Whether 
Kyrgyzstan’s experience can or should work in 
other countries is a different issue. But it is 
clear that all post-Soviet states need to find a 
way to limit the power and authority of their 
presidents if they are to escape the trap into 
which they have fallen. When people feel they 
have no representation or possibility of ad-
dressing grievances through state institutions, 
they will be tempted to find other methods. If 
this happens in other, more repressive coun-
tries with few or no democratic traditions, the 
outcome may not be so peaceful or positive. 

So far, there is little evidence that this real-
ization has penetrated elsewhere in Central 
Asia, where presidents continue to jealously 
hoard power. Sapannurat Niyazov remains the 
all-powerful ‘‘Turkmenbashy,’’ or leader of all 
Turkmen, whom he continues to subject to his 
capricious campaigns, while running a perma-
nent purge of the political class and making 
sure Turkmenistan remains the only one-party 
state to survive the Soviet bloc. Uzbekistan’s 
Islam Karimov, who allows no opposition, has 
cracked down even harder and cuddled up to 
Russia since the international community re-
acted with outrage to the slaughter of hun-
dreds in Andijan in May 2005. Tajikistan’s 
Imomali Rakhmonov won re-election last 
month; constitutional amendments adopted 
last year will potentially allow him to remain in 
office until 2020. And Kazakhstan’s bid to 
chair the OSCE in 2009 has been resisted by 
the United States and the United Kingdom for 
failure to improve its poor human rights 
record. 

What happened in Bishkek is quite note-
worthy, especially for the region—opposition 
groups were allowed to protest, the govern-
ment did not respond with violence, and both 
sides agreed to a new constitution that actu-
ally decreases presidential powers and intro-
duces a parliamentary system. Nothing like 
this is happening for thousands of miles in any 
direction. 

All in all, Mr. Speaker, 15 years after the 
collapse of the USSR and the emergence of 
new states, it is hard to summon up much op-
timism for the prospects of democracy. Still, 
Kyrgyzstan has given me a bit of hope. 
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TRIBUTE TO LINDA CROTCHETT 

HON. JOHN SHIMKUS 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, December 7, 2006 

Mr. SHIMKUS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor Linda Crotchett for her many years of 
service to the citizens of Jersey County, IL as 
County Clerk. Linda will retire this year after 
44 years of service as the Jersey County 
Clerk. 

For the past 44 years, Linda has greeted 
the citizens of Jersey County with a smile as 
they entered her office to conduct business. 
She has always lived up to her motto, ‘‘Happy 
to meet you, eager to serve you.’’ Her friendly 
and courteous service will be missed. It is with 
gratitude that I thank her for her service and 
congratulate her on retirement. I wish Linda all 
the best in the years to come. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO THE HONORABLE 
HENRY J. HYDE 

HON. FRANK R. WOLF 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, December 7, 2006 

Mr. WOLF. Mr. Speaker, I rise today with 
our colleagues to pay tribute to the distin-
guished gentleman from Illinois, Mr. HYDE, as 
he prepares to retire from the U.S. House of 
Representatives. 

I cannot imagine this, the people’s House, 
without HENRY HYDE being here. He is the 
conscience of this House. His eloquence, his 
honesty, his integrity, his passion, his dedica-
tion have filled this chamber on so many occa-
sions when issues of the highest and most 
significant importance to this country were 
being debated. 

I say to HENRY, your words have stirred this 
House time and time again. Colleagues al-
ways have looked to you for wise counsel. It 
was almost automatic that during a vote, I 
would always look up to see how you were 
voting. 

I am so grateful that my years of being a 
member of the House have allowed me the 
privilege of serving with and being a colleague 
of Mr. HYDE. 

The people of the Sixth Congressional Dis-
trict of Illinois, the people of the United States, 
and indeed freedom-loving people around the 
world can say to HENRY HYDE, ‘‘Well done, 
good and faithful servant.’’ 

May God bless you, HENRY. 
f 

HONORING THE GREATER CHICAGO 
FOOD DEPOSITORY 

HON. RAHM EMANUEL 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, December 7, 2006 

Mr. EMANUEL. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize and honor the Greater Chicago 
Food Depository for its enduring commitment 
to providing food for hundreds of thousands of 

hungry people in Cook County. In addition to 
addressing immediate needs, the Greater Chi-
cago Food Depository strives to end hunger 
throughout the region by empowering people 
to break the cycle of poverty. 

The Greater Chicago Food Depository, 
founded in 1979, is one of the largest not for- 
profit food distribution systems in the nation, 
distributing donated and purchased food 
through a network of 600 pantries, soup kitch-
ens and shelters to more than 91,000 adults 
and children every week. Last year, the Food 
Depository distributed more than 40 million 
pounds of non-perishable food and fresh 
produce, dairy products, meat, poultry and 
fish—the equivalent of more than 84,300 
meals per day. 

In addition to its food distribution programs, 
the Greater Chicago Food Depository runs 
Chicago’s Community Kitchens, a chef-training 
program designed to empower unemployed 
and underemployed Chicago residents. Fea-
tured on November 28th in a front-page article 
in the Wall Street Journal, this free twelve- 
week program teaches participants the basics 
of food preparation and employment skills, en-
abling them to develop a successful career in 
the food service industry. Students create 
nearly 2,000 meals a day for delivery to the 
Kid’s Cafes, an after-school program also run 
by the Food Depository that provides children 
with a daily hot meal, a safe haven, tutoring, 
and other educational programs. 

Chicago’s Community Kitchens is an inno-
vative program that empowers graduates look-
ing for ‘‘a new lease on life’’, and inspires 
them to give back to the community them-
selves. Many of the students in Chicago’s 
Community Kitchens are soup kitchen regulars 
or homeless shelter residents and, after grad-
uating and securing a full-time job, have re-
turned to volunteer at a soup kitchen them-
selves. 

Mr. Speaker, I commend the Greater Chi-
cago Food Depository for its tireless, efforts to 
provide food for hungry people, to provide 
people with the tools necessary to break the 
cycles of poverty, and to end hunger in our 
community. I wish its staff, volunteers, and 
supporters every future success in their con-
tinuing work toward meeting the needs of Chi-
cago’s hungry men, women and children. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO GILBERT LESSENCO 

HON. CHRIS VAN HOLLEN 
OF MARYLAND 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, December 7, 2006 

Mr. VAN HOLLEN. Mr. Speaker, I rise to 
recognize the distinguished career of Mr. Gil-
bert Lessenco and to congratulate him on his 
retirement. Mr. Lessenco has dedicated his 
half century of legal practice to not only his cli-
ents, but his community and his country. 

Mr. Lessenco’s superior performance as a 
lawyer was recognized early in his career 
when he received the ‘‘Outstanding Young 
Lawyer of the Year’’ from the District of Co-
lumbia Bar in 1965. Mr. Lessenco has been in 
private practice for 50 years, but prior to that 
he served in the United States Air Force as 
chief, legal officer at Hanscom Air Force Base 

in Lexington, MA. He continues to serve his 
community to this day as a member of the fac-
ulty at Johns Hopkins University School of 
Professional Studies in Business and Edu-
cation, teaching marketing and business law. 
His commitment to his students was honored 
publicly when he received the ‘‘Above and Be-
yond’’ faculty award from the Department of 
Marketing. Mr. Lessenco earned his J.D. from 
Harvard Law School in 1953 and his B.S. from 
the Johns Hopkins University in 1950. 

Mr. Lessenco has also had an active civic 
and political career. He has been an active 
supporter of the Democratic Party since 1958. 
From 1970–74, Mr. Lessenco was a member 
of the Montgomery County Democratic Central 
Committee and has been engaged in Demo-
cratic Party politics ever since. He served as 
a commissioner of the Washington Suburban 
Sanitary Commission from 1987–92 and as its 
chairman from 1989–90. He has also served 
as chairman of the International Visitors Serv-
ice Council, 1962, trustee for the Meridian 
House Foundation, 1970–80, president of the 
Mental Health Association of Montgomery 
County, 1980–82, and president of the Jewish 
Social Service Agency of Greater Washington, 
1984–86, and currently serves as the co-chair-
man for St. Luke’s House Building Fund. 

Mr. Lessenco is also a dedicated husband, 
father and treasured mentor. 

Mr. Speaker, I extend my sincere congratu-
lations to Gil Lessenco as he celebrates a dis-
tinguished career and lifetime of learning and 
serving our community. I ask my colleagues of 
the U.S. House of Representatives to join me 
in recognizing the many accomplishments of 
this extraordinary man. 

f 

MOURNING THE DEATH OF MAJ 
JOSEPH ‘‘TRANE’’ MCCLOUD 

HON. AL GREEN 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, December 7, 2006 

Mr. AL GREEN of Texas. Mr. Speaker, I 
wish to mourn the death of Major Joseph 
‘‘Trane’’ McCloud, 39, who was planning to 
celebrate his 40th birthday next week, but in-
stead tragically died on Sunday, December 3, 
when the CH–46 helicopter he was riding in 
crash-landed in a lake in the Anbar province 
of Iraq. Additionally, I urge my colleagues to 
mourn the deaths and honor the lives of all of 
our soldiers who have died defending our 
country. 

Major McCloud was a career marine who 
had been in Iraq for 3 months as the oper-
ations officer with the 2nd Battalion, 3rd Ma-
rine Regiment. Major McCloud was described 
by his family as ‘‘a Marine’s Marine.’’ He sac-
rificed the most active years of his life while in 
armed combat as a platoon and company 
commander defending the United States of 
America. 

This was the second war in the Middle East 
that Major McCloud had served in. His service 
in the Persian Gulf war in 1991 was equally 
commendable. During the Persian Gulf war in 
1991, McCloud served on the USS Missouri, 
as part of the final group of Marines to work 
aboard the ship before it was decommis-
sioned. 
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