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speakers was Connie Mack, who was the U.S. 
senator from Florida from 1989–2001, and is a 
melanoma survivor. Sen. Mack, who now 
serves as chairman of the board of the 
Moffitt center, told the patient representa-
tives that their organizations could do much 
more, especially on Capitol Hill, if they 
joined together. ‘‘Our challenge is to see that 
our voice is heard,’’ he told the advocates, 
‘‘but the only way that this will occur is if 
we speak with one voice.’’ 

In an interview later, Sen. Mack said that 
the individual organizations were all doing 
important work, but that members of Con-
gress and officials at the NCI were con-
stantly meeting with patient advocates, in-
cluding melanoma groups with different 
ideas and requests. Congress has limited re-
sources available to give these groups, says 
Sen. Mack, and without a common agenda, 
‘‘funding levels haven’t achieved the level 
where they can accomplish anything of sig-
nificance.’’ 

Linda Pilkington, a melanoma survivor 
who is executive director of the Melanoma 
Research Foundation in Princeton, N.J., 
says that the coalition talks had already 
made a difference. In the wake of the meet-
ing, the groups agreed on some common 
goals. While discussion about the coalition’s 
structure and mission continue, as a result 
of the group’s discussion, the Melanoma Re-
search Foundation was able to work with a 
lobbyist and Ms. Kim to craft language that 
was included in the current Senate Labor, 
Health and Human Services, and Education 
appropriations report for fiscal 2007. It calls 
on the National Cancer Institute to convene 
a group of patients and researchers to de-
velop a five-year strategic plan for mela-
noma research, including focusing on the 
issue of how to speed up the development of 
new therapies. 

The effort hasn’t been easy. ‘‘Putting 
groups together is like having your children 
work together,’’ says Valerie Guild, presi-
dent of the Charlie Guild Melanoma Founda-
tion in Richmond, Calf., and part of the 
steering committee working on the mela-
noma coalition. It seems to make sense be-
cause they’re all siblings, ‘‘but try to get 
someone to decide what movie to go to on a 
Sunday night.’’ Despite the challenges, a co-
alition can work, says Ms. Guild, who start-
ed her group in 2004 after her daughter died 
of melanoma. ‘‘Everybody really wants to 
get to the same place at the end of it all—a 
treatment for the disease.’’ 

Ms. Kim, the consultant, who is helping 
the melanoma groups create a coalition, says 
there are a number of models that can help 
small or financially strapped organizations 
contribute to a coalition. Among them: slid-
ing-scale dues based on the size of a group’s 
budget, or a program for helping coalition 
members raise additional funds. Ms. Kim— 
who herself co-founded an advocacy group 
called the Pancreatic Cancer Action Net-
work in 1999 after her father died of pan-
creatic cancer—argues that ‘‘for rare dis-
eases, coalitions are vital. It’s a lot harder to 
make noise when there are not a lot of peo-
ple to advocate for you. It’s harder to get 
people on the bandwagon.’’ 
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Mr. HOLT. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to rec-
ognize The Reverend Robert Moore for twen-
ty-five years as Executive Director of the Coa-
lition for Peace Action. 

The Coalition for Peace Action began in 
1980 when a group of religious congregations 
in the Princeton area joined together to spon-
sor a Teaching Conference and Interfaith 
Service on the theme ‘‘Can We Reverse the 
Nuclear Arms Race?’’ At a follow-up meeting 
several weeks later, a decision was made to 
form an ongoing organization dedicated to nu-
clear disarmament—the Coalition to Reverse 
the Nuclear Arms Race. Rev. Moore served 
as Steering Committee Chair of the NJ Nu-
clear Weapons Freeze Referendum in 1982 
and was instrumental in its successful pas-
sage by two-thirds of New Jersey voters. 

As the Cold War drew to an end in the late 
1980’s, the Coalition’s goals expanded to in-
clude the related goals of reaping a major 
peace dividend—a peace economy—and halt-
ing weapons trafficking, both internationally 
and domestically. In 1993, to reflect this 
broader agenda, the members voted to 
change the name of the organization to the 
Coalition for Peace Action. As other peace- 
seeking organizations have come into exist-
ence and faded away over the years, the Coa-
lition for Peace Action has remained vibrant 
because Rev. Moore has created an organiza-
tion that is relevant, well informed, committed 
and practical. 

Rev. Moore has been instrumental in the 
Coalition’s efforts to motivate and mobilize 
peace and non-violence activists. As an exam-
ple, in the late 1980’s, the Coalition’s ‘‘Target 
Congress’’ project recruited and trained over 
500 citizen letter-writers to regularly write to 
US Representatives. Those contacted showed 
significant movement toward pro-peace voting 
records. 

Rev. Moore co-chaired the NJ Coalition 
Against War in the Middle East in 1990–1991, 
opposing the first Persian Gulf War, and later 
the N.J. Coalition Against War in Iraq from 
2002 to the present. Under his direction, the 
Coalition successfully lobbied Congress, as 
part of a national effort, to stop funding for 
U.S. nuclear weapons testing. Despite an ini-
tiative engineered by the National Rifle Asso-
ciation to rescind the New Jersey ban on as-
sault weapons, the law was preserved by an 
intensive lobbying effort led by the Coalition. 
In 1995 the first Peace Voter campaign in the 
country distributed tens of thousands of voter 
guides comparing candidates on peace and 
gun violence issues. In 2000, the Coalition 
provided the first-in-the-nation ‘‘NonPartisan 
Candidate Briefings’’ to five of six major party 
candidates in New Jersey’s U.S. Senate pri-
mary, and to 3 of 4 major party candidates in 
two House races. 

Rev. Moore is hailed nationally for his ability 
to educate and mobilize citizens in the name 
of peace and disarmament. He is an out-
standing example of a committed citizen tak-

ing action for what he believes. Rev. Moore is 
a teacher, advisor, and motivator. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask you and my colleagues 
to join me in congratulating The Reverend 
Robert Moore on his twenty-fifth anniversary 
with the Coalition for Peace Action. 
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Mr. MEEK of Florida. Mr. Speaker, I am 
happy to join with Congressman COSTELLO 
and all of my colleagues in honoring a truly 
great man—Congressman LANE EVANS of Illi-
nois, who will be leaving Congress after a 
quarter-century of service to our country. 

When I was a freshman Member of Con-
gress, and a new member of the House 
Armed Services Committee, LANE EVANS, a 
veteran himself, a senior member of Congress 
and the ranking Member of the House Vet-
erans Affairs Committee, learned of my inter-
est in veteran’s issues and took the time to 
show me ways to improve my service to vet-
erans in my District and in our state. They 
were lessons from a master, and they have 
left an indelible impression on me. 

His expertise is legendary. He knows the 
needs of veterans; their programs, history, 
problems and concerns. He forged alliances 
across the aisle and put together coalitions to 
pass legislation to keep this Nation’s promise 
to our veterans. As a Vietnam Veteran him-
self, he never forgot what it meant to serve 
this country in the military. His ability is so 
great that he can even make those who have 
never served also understand the military and 
its culture. 

I will also never forget the fun we had when 
Mr. EVANS managed our Congressional bas-
ketball team. We played games to help raise 
funds for charity, and even though he was 
stricken with Parkinson’s disease, which pre-
vented him from participating, it was obvious 
how much he loved the team and the good- 
natured competition. He is a joy to be around, 
and an inspiration. 

Mr. Speaker, we need only look at the walls 
of the Speaker’s Lobby or our committee 
rooms to appreciate that the House of Rep-
resentatives will continue on long after we are 
gone, and there is a certain comfort in the re-
alization that this great institution, in which it is 
our honor to serve, will endure. 

However, I want Mr. EVANS to know how 
much he has touched me and the other Mem-
bers of this Congress; to thank him for his 
friendship, his leadership and for his service to 
our Nation; and to let him know of our commit-
ment to build on the foundation that he laid 
down over his 24 years in Congress. 
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