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HONORING THOMAS PRITZKER 

HON. RAHM EMANUEL 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, December 7, 2006 

Mr. EMANUEL. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
congratulate Thomas Pritzker on being named 
Chairman of the Art Institute of Chicago, and 
to honor him on his many years of service to 
the people of Chicago. 

For more than a century, Chicago’s Art Insti-
tute has served as one of America’s premier 
centers for art education and exhibition, nur-
turing the abilities of talented young artists, 
and bringing important works of art to the peo-
ple of Chicago and the nation. 

This great Chicago institution has been 
home to great American artists such as Grant 
Wood, Georgia O’Keeffe, and Orson Welles. I 
have no doubt that under Mr. Pritzker’s lead, 
it will continue to contribute profoundly to the 
American cultural landscape. 

A lifelong Chicagoan, and graduate of The 
University of Chicago’s Schools of Law and 
Business, Mr. Pritzker has tirelessly supported 
the city’s institutions of higher learning 
throughout his career. 

Mr. Pritzker’s dedicated service includes 
years of philanthropic work with The University 
of Chicago, where he sits on the Executive 
Committee of the Board of Trustees, and 18 
years as a Board Trustee for the Art Institute. 

Mr. Pritzker’s important philanthropic gifts 
have enabled The University of Chicago and 
The Art Institute of Chicago to consistently op-
erate at a high degree of excellence, and re-
main at the forefront of education and innova-
tion. 

Mr. Speaker, on behalf of the Fifth Congres-
sional District of Illinois, I congratulate Thomas 
Pritzker on his new title of Board Chairman of 
The Art Institute of Chicago, and thank him for 
his many outstanding contributions to the city 
of Chicago. 
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A TRIBUTE TO CONGRESSIONAL 
BLACK CAUCUS LEADERSHIP 

HON. MAJOR R. OWENS 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, December 7, 2006 

Mr. OWENS. Mr. Speaker, in the past I 
have often had the delight of saluting my de-
parting colleagues with a tribute in Rap poetry. 
At this point, however, circumstances have 
been reversed and I am departing. As I leave, 
it will be my pleasure to offer some brief por-
traits in words describing the very able women 
and men I leave behind. 

Today I would like to highlight three out-
standing members—EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON, 
DONALD PAYNE, and MAXINE WATERS—who 
have served as President of the Congres-
sional Black Caucus, CBC. The continually im-
proving effectiveness of the CBC is due to the 
fact that it is able to benefit from the talent 
and know-how of a pool of very dedicated and 
competent leaders. They also have unique 
personalities that can be appreciated with a 
few light-hearted verses, see three attached 
RAP poems. 

TEXAS MONA LISA 
Power and mystery 
In generous portions mated; 
Fair time she allots 
For any issue debated 
But her moods are rapidly rotated 
Her anger can be swiftly escalated; 
Mess with Eddie Bernice’s pride 
And she’ll quickly invite you outside. 
Once great goddess of reapportionment, 
Her lines drawn in stone would stay, 
Through ten years would never fray, 
Untouched by rustler Tom DeLay. 
Slow sly smile 
Magnetic style 
Great resource of charm and stealth 
But on the side also some Texas wealth. 
Struggle focused credo uniquely excited, 
Power and mystery tightly united, 
Beneath the strict no nonsense fashion 
Run deep wells of cosmic compassion. 

SPECIAL ENVOY PAYNE 

Female agents fondly remember his name— 
Tireless globetrotting fearless Don Payne. 
Stealth master across the globe 
Always on the probe; 
Quiet in his command 
But tightly holds leader’s lives 
In the palm of his cool hand. 
When Donald says move 
Charles Taylor hops into the groove; 
Liberia from Jersey must learn 
To let rule from Newark 
Take its empire turn. 
Don travels 
With the proud and brave, 
Somalia he single-handedly 
Sought to save. 
Always on the probe 
Stealth master across the globe 
But at home he still holds power, 
Email orders cross Newark every hour; 
In each Jersey county 
A Payne relative rules, 
Most powerful political tools. 
Tireless globetrotting crafty Don Payne, 
Lady agents fondly remember his name. 

MEAN MAXINE 

Queen Maxine 
Can act hard and mean, 
She can fertilize 
Any Congressional Record page 
With unforgettable rage. 
Queen Maxine 
Can act hard and mean 
When the CIA deals dope 
But her career fills with tears 
When hungry African kids 
Are offered no help and no hope. 
Soft candy at the core 
But like nails when there’s a need; 
With California flash 
And Southern mother wit 
She’s a rare dynamite breed. 
With Hollywood skills 
She makes political thrills, 
One foot in the palace of influence 
The other planted on the street, 
Mistress of coalition magic 
She makes power methods meet. 
CIA drug selling she labeled a fact 
Iran Gate caught traitors in the act: 
To save Contras zealots were 
Selling weapons and flags 
Who could doubt they had 
Peddled drugs in little brown bags. 
Outrageously right 
Maxine makes moderates uptight; 
Radicals suspect her elegant style 
Cause she got arrested for Haiti 
Wearing expensive stuff; 
Never mind the clothes, 
Just a few weeks later 

Clinton told the Haitian dictators 
That the CBC had enough. 
Soft candy at the core 
But like nails when there’s a need; 
With California flash 
And Southern mother wit 
She’s a rare dynamite breed. 
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MOURNING THE PASSING OF 
DEARBORN MAYOR MICHAEL 
GUIDO 

HON. JOHN CONYERS, JR. 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, December 7, 2006 

Mr. CONYERS. Mr. Speaker, today I rise to 
mourn the passing and commemorate the life 
of Dearborn, Michigan’s Mayor Michael Guido. 
Mayor Guido, 52, passed away Tuesday night 
at his home surrounded by his family. 

The son of Italian immigrants, Michael 
Guido got his start in politics in 1978 when he 
was elected as the youngest Councilman in 
Dearborn history. Eight years later, in 1986, 
Councilman Guido followed up this historic 
first by being the youngest person in Dearborn 
history to be elected mayor—a capacity in 
which he served until his last days. 

Despite being diagnosed with cancer in 
February 2006, Mayor Guido remained on the 
job every day, continuing to work long hours 
at City Hall and around town, attending public 
events throughout his outpatient treatment. He 
even found the strength to serve as 64th 
President of the United States Conference of 
Mayors, proving himself many times over as 
the leader of this bipartisan force for our na-
tion’s mayors. 

Mayor Guido initiated outstanding improve-
ments to City services, especially in public 
safety areas, directed the construction or ren-
ovation of notable city facilities, and oversaw 
the completion of dramatic private develop-
ments that improved the city’s tax base and 
long term viability. 

He was serious about his commitment to 
exceptional public service. He set high stand-
ards, and initiated many programs that were 
innovative upon their implementation. Among 
those are curbside recycling and composting, 
loose leaf collection, and a myriad of public 
safety initiatives—advanced life support, an 
emergency warning system, and an auto-
mated notification system. As a believer in 
technology to provide efficient public service, 
he knew that there is no replacement for per-
sonal contact and required employees to not 
just follow-up with residents, but to solve their 
problems. 

During his tenure as Mayor, he changed the 
facade of Dearborn by initiating development 
projects that revived the critical downtown 
areas, including West Village and West Village 
Commons in the west end, and Georgetown 
Commons in the east end. His drive to keep 
Dearborn attractive for families and young pro-
fessionals in the face of competition from 
newer communities culminated in the con-
struction of the Ford Community and Per-
forming Arts Center in 2001. 

Other significant projects included the ex-
pansion of the Dearborn Ice Skating Center, 
the construction of a new Police Head-
quarters, the expansion of the Robert Herndon 
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