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remain one of the top schools in the state of 
Tennessee and the country. Mr. Duggin has 
said, ‘‘We will not rest on success. We will 
constantly be focused and seeking to find the 
best people, practices and strategies which 
will yield superior results.’’ 

This award is evidence of the hard work put 
forth by the faculty, students and staff at 
Holloway High School. I am truly proud of 
them for their efforts, and I commend them on 
this achievement. 
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IN RECOGNITION OF RIDGEWOOD 
PROPERTY OWNERS AND CIVIC 
ASSOCIATION 

HON. NYDIA M. VELÁZQUEZ 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, December 8, 2006 

Ms. VELÁZQUEZ. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
on the floor of the U.S. House of Representa-
tives to recognize the 75th anniversary of the 
Ridgewood Property Owners and Civic Asso-
ciation (RPOCA), a not for profit organization 
committed to the development of a more vi-
brant place to live, work, and play. 

Since its inception, RPOCA has served 
countless property owners and residents in the 
Ridgewood community of Queens, New York. 
This first rate organization has been instru-
mental in the ongoing restoration of our his-
torically rich community, proactively supporting 
beautification projects throughout Ridgewood 
and advocating against redevelopment that 
threatens the livelihood of our neighborhoods. 

RPOCA has taken a leadership role in sup-
porting the revitalization of our neighborhoods, 
educating homeowners and spearheading ini-
tiatives that protect affordable housing for 
working families in Ridgewood. This unwaver-
ing commitment to civic participation in local 
preservation efforts is commendable and has 
strengthened the foundation upon which the 
community continues to grow. 

Therefore, Mr. Speaker, I rise with my col-
leagues in the House of Representatives to 
congratulate the RPOCA, its Board of Direc-
tors, membership, and this year’s honorees— 
Angie Tantillo and Frank Cicero—upon cele-
brating 75 years of service to Ridgewood resi-
dents. 
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TRIBUTE TO THE FELIX FAMILY 

HON. RON KIND 
OF WISCONSIN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, December 8, 2006 

Mr. KIND. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to pay 
tribute to the Felix Family of Viroqua, Wis-
consin. On December 16, 2006, after 100 
years and three generations, Felix’s Men’s 
and Women’s Clothing will be closing. This 
store has been a pillar of Viroqua’s downtown 
business district and an integral part of the 
community. Thanks to Felix’s and other small 
businesses, Viroqua continues to have a vi-
brant downtown. 

Steve Felix has owned and operated Ted 
Felix’s since the early 1970s. Steve is a good 

friend who is not shy in imparting his advice 
on me during my frequent visits to Felix’s. 
Steve told me once that back when Senator 
Proxmire served the people of Wisconsin, he 
would often stop at Felix’s and shake Steve’s 
hand. On one of these occasions, Steve 
scolded the Senator and told him that he 
needed to start dressing better in order to look 
like a United States Senator. Senator Prox-
mire bought a suit from Steve that very day, 
and during every occasion when he saw Steve 
he would ask Steve how he looked to ensure 
his dress was appropriate. As my wife Tawni 
can attest, Steve has continued this tradition 
by selling me suits so I am more appropriately 
dressed. 

Small businesses like Felix’s are vital to the 
well-being of rural America because of the 
unique spirit, personal service, and character 
they impart on small towns. They are what 
make shopping on our main streets an enjoy-
able and personal experience. 

Steve’s leadership and dedication, along 
with his wife Betty and their two children 
Randy and Erica, has made Viroqua and 
Vernon County a better place to live, work, 
and raise a family. I commend Steve, the Felix 
family, and all of the other small businesses 
that continue to serve America and drive our 
economy. I wish them well and Godspeed in 
their future ventures. 
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THE MCKINNEY AFFAIR—RAM-
PAGING RACISM AND A COW-
ARDLY CAUCUS 

HON. CYNTHIA McKINNEY 
OF GEORGIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, December 8, 2006 

Ms. MCKINNEY. Mr. Speaker, I submit the 
following for the RECORD. 
[From the Black Commentator, Apr. 13, 2006] 
THE MCKINNEY AFFAIR—RAMPAGING RACISM 

AND A COWARDLY CAUCUS 
(By Glen Ford and Peter Gamble) 

There are profound lessons to be learned 
from the ongoing travails of Congresswoman 
Cynthia McKinney (D–GA), under siege by 
white America at large, the leadership of her 
own party, and the chairman of her own cau-
cus. 

In the aftermath of McKinney’s run-in 
with a Capitol Hill police officer, we have 
witnessed an orgy of unadulterated defama-
tion that is actually directed at Black 
women in general. In rejecting and denounc-
ing McKinney’s defense, her tormentors dem-
onstrate that the very concept of racial 
profiling was never sincerely accepted 
among most white Americans, and that 9/11 
is just an excuse for undoing decades of legal 
and political struggles against the abomi-
nable practice. 

So virulent and shameless have been the 
attacks on McKinney—spewing caricatures 
of the six-term lawmaker that reflect whites’ 
own hallucinatory visions of Black people— 
it leads us to conclude that racists are con-
ducting a kind of ritual, an exorcism to cast 
the ‘‘militant Black’’ out of the national pol-
ity, once and for all. Disgustingly, a number 
of Black voices have joined mob, in order to 
prove that they are reasonable and trust-
worthy Negroes who won’t intrude on white 
folks’ illusions of innocence. 

Most distressingly, the McKinney affair 
dramatically demonstrates that the Congres-
sional Black Caucus has been eviscerated as 
a body. The CBC is revealed as collectively 
gutless, devoid of any semblance of Black 
solidarity, without which it has no reason 
for being. 

CBC HITS NEW LOW 
We at BC had previously believed that 

April, 2005, when 37 percent of the 42 Black 
House members voted for Republican bills, 
was the lowest point in Congressional Black 
Caucus history. A year later, the CBC has 
found a new nadir. On the evening of April 5, 
undoubtedly on orders from House Minority 
Leader Nancy Pelosi, CBC chairman Mel 
Watt gathered twenty or so members to 
browbeat McKinney into firing her legal 
team and cease appearing before the media. 
Watt absented himself from the beat-down, 
so that it would not appear to be an ‘‘offi-
cial’’ CBC event. 

As congressional aides wandered in and out 
of the room, some Members dutifully echoed 
Pelosi’s demand that McKinney not frame 
the March 28 confrontation with the police-
man as a ‘‘racial’’ incident, and that she 
issue an apology on the House floor the fol-
lowing morning. According to several 
sources who spoke with BC on condition of 
anonymity, and based on an account given 
by McKinney staff assistant Faye Coffield to 
a weekly Atlanta meeting of the Georgia Co-
alition for the People’s Agenda, a ‘‘con-
sensus’’ was reached that McKinney would 
deliver the apology and abandon efforts to 
defend herself in the media (although not her 
legal team). 

The next morning, at the appointed hour, 
McKinney was prepared to offer her apology 
to the House. But Mel Watt had already put 
the word out that CBC members were to re-
nege on their part of the deal. The Caucus 
must not stand with McKinney when she 
stepped to the microphone. Mel Watt, Nancy 
Pelosi’s poodle, attempted to enforce his 
Mistress’s wish that McKinney appear ut-
terly isolated and alone. Nothing should dis-
tract from the Democrats’ non-strategy of 
doing and saying nothing until mid-term 
elections in November. The Republicans 
must be allowed to self-destruct without in-
terference. McKinney’s charge of racial 
profiling was a distraction from the Demo-
cratic non-strategy—so she must be shunned. 
Mel Watt was the enforcer—the designated 
shunner-in-chief. 

Pelosi appears to harbor a deep hatred for 
McKinney, whom she cannot control. Most 
recently, the 51-year-old Georgia lawmaker 
defied the Leader’s orders, voting in favor of 
a Republican bill, cynically modeled on 
Democrat John Murtha’s measure for a 
quick exit from Iraq. She was among only 
three Democrats, and the only CBC member, 
to do so. McKinney also ignored Pelosi’s 
order that Democrats boycott hearings on 
Katrina and leave the field to Republicans. 

However, Pelosi has been the aggressor all 
along, bent on bringing the CBC and other 
progressives to heel as she pursues her spine-
less non-strategy for victory by default over 
the GOP—a scenario that by definition re-
quires African Americans to mute their own 
demands, to be quiet and compliant. When 
McKinney returned to congress in January 
2005 after a two-year hiatus, Pelosi denied 
her seniority, bumping her down to freshman 
status despite her previous ten years on The 
Hill. Not a peep from the CBC, cowed by 
their Leader and, recent events have shown, 
packed with members who are themselves 
fearful that McKinney’s militancy will raise 
the bar of constituent expectations for their 
own performances on Black people’s behalf. 

VerDate Nov 24 2008 09:47 Jan 27, 2010 Jkt 049102 PO 00000 Frm 00056 Fmt 0689 Sfmt 0634 E:\BR06\E08DE6.002 E08DE6cp
ric

e-
se

w
el

l o
n 

D
S

K
2B

S
O

Y
B

1P
R

O
D

 w
ith

 B
O

U
N

D
 R

E
C

O
R

D


		Superintendent of Documents
	2020-03-05T21:26:25-0500
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




