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personal progress of countless students and, 
moreover, the growth of a more vibrant place 
to live, work, and play. 

Lyndon Baines Johnson School is a com-
munity public school with a dedicated staff that 
continues to nurture the intellectual develop-
ment of hundreds of students. Its partnerships 
with the private and public sectors have 
strengthened this institution’s programs there-
by enabling comprehensive support services, 
encouraging parent participation, and con-
necting families. Additionally, through the ex-
ceptional leadership of Principal Jeanette 
Sosa and Assistant Principal Stuart Spector, 
this award-winning school has effectively ad-
vanced a culture of civic, socially-minded stu-
dents devoted to the interests of Bushwick— 
and our Nation. 

This unwavering commitment to advocacy 
and respect for individuals has been the cor-
nerstone of this remarkable learning institution 
throughout its 100-year existence. Therefore, 
Mr. Speaker, please join me in congratulating 
the students, faculty, and parents of the Lyn-
don Baines Johnson Public School 151K on 
this momentous occasion. 

f 

RECOGNIZING ALABAMA STATE 
SENATOR GARY TANNER FOR 
HIS DEDICATED, FAITHFUL PUB-
LIC SERVICE 

HON. JO BONNER 
OF ALABAMA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, December 8, 2006 

Mr. BONNER. Mr. Speaker, it is with great 
pride and pleasure that I rise today to recog-
nize Alabama State Senator Gary Tanner for 
his dedicated, faithful public service to the citi-
zens of Mobile County. 

Senator Tanner is a distinguished member 
of the Mobile, Alabama, community and a tre-
mendous advocate for all of south Alabama. 
He began his public service career as a Mo-
bile County Commissioner in 1992 and was 
elected to the Alabama State Senate in 2002. 

During his career in the Alabama State Leg-
islature, Senator Tanner worked tirelessly on 
behalf of south Alabama and served as chair-
person of the Energy and Natural Resources 
Committee. 

Of particular significance, Gary was award-
ed the Tillman’s Corner Citizen of the Year 
award in 1980 by the Tillman’s Corner Area 
Chamber of Commerce. In 1989, he was se-
lected as Business Associate of the Year by 
the Mobile Bay Chapter of the American Busi-
ness Women’s Association. He has also re-
ceived the Able Helmsman Award in 2000 by 
the Mobile Labor Council, the State Employ-
ee’s Rusty Hook Award in 2002, and the Mo-
bile Democratic Executive Committee’s Award 
of Distinction in 2004. 

Mr. Speaker, the faithful service of out-
standing Americans like Gary Tanner has 
aided in an immeasurable way to the well 
being of our community. I would like to offer 
my congratulations for his many personal and 
professional achievements. I know his daugh-
ters, Bonita Tanner and Dawn Tanner-Smith; 
his grandchildren, Benjamin, Sarah, Will, and 
Drew; and his other family and many friends 

join with me in honoring his accomplishments 
and extending thanks for his many efforts on 
behalf of the people of Mobile and the entire 
State of Alabama. 
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TRIBUTE TO DETECTIVE JACK 
BRASHEAR 

HON. SHELLEY BERKLEY 
OF NEVADA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Friday, December 8, 2006 

Ms. BERKLEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
ask you and all of my colleagues to pause for 
a moment to listen to a story about an every-
day American who died before we could thank 
him for his selfless service to others. 

Police homicide detective Jack Brashear, is 
like so many who walk among us each day. 
They quietly protect and defend us and are 
rarely noticed or thanked before they are 
gone. 

Detective Jack Brashear was such a man. 
Just months ago, he lost his life. But his leg-
acy lives. His story continues to touch others 
as it is spread by those who only learned of 
it while he lay in a hospital fighting for his life. 

Baltimore, Maryland Police Department 
Homicide Detective Jack Brashear had a full 
life of his own. Last January, off-duty and en 
route to a celebration with a loved one, he 
stopped on the side of a highway to help a 
woman with a flat tire. 

He was struck by another car while aiding a 
woman he’d never met. Detective Brashear 
spent the next 7 months hospitalized in inten-
sive care trying to recover and return to those 
he loved. 

He never left the hospital. But while he was 
there . . . his name, and the kind of selfless 
man he was, became known to hundreds and 
thousands more, as his struggle began to 
touch more lives each day, moving beyond the 
hospital walls—even beyond state lines. 

Jack had not followed his father and brother 
into their family’s law practice in Texas. He 
chose the less compensated and lower profile 
path of fighting for those who could not defend 
themselves when he became a detective in 
the Violent Crime Child Abuse Section of 
Houston’s Police Department. 

He moved to the Baltimore Police force say-
ing he wanted to continue to ‘‘do something 
that mattered; to help people by keeping the 
world safer’’, which is what he did for the last 
26 years until the day he noticed one more 
person in need of his help—someone stopped 
on the side of the highway hoping someone 
would notice her despair. 

And that’s why we stop what we’re doing 
right now and reflect on Detective Jack 
Brashear. Because he and thousands of other 
Americans like him, notice every day the peo-
ple around them who are wounded or help-
less. They do not turn their backs on them. 
And they do not ask for pats on their own 
backs. 

Today, may we give back to Detective 
Brashear what he did not ask for or get in life: 
his country’s recognition of his service, of his 
humility, and his invaluable role in our society. 
We give him our deepest thanks. 

I ask you to join me in offering that same 
recognition to all the ‘‘Jack Brashears’’ who 

daily walk unheralded among us. We do not 
know your names, but we know you are there. 

If no one has thanked you, if no one has 
noticed the depth of your personal commit-
ment or sacrifice—consider it noticed today. 
And consider that our thanks to you, and to 
Jack, will never be enough for all you have 
done. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO MGM BRAKES ON ITS 
50TH ANNIVERSARY 

HON. MELVIN L. WATT 
OF NORTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, December 8, 2006 

Mr. WATT. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor MGM Brakes, headquartered in Char-
lotte, NC, on its 50th anniversary. 

MGM Brakes is a division of Indian Head In-
dustries, Inc., also headquartered in Charlotte, 
NC, and maintains manufacturing facilities in 
Cloverdale, CA and Murphy, NC. 

MGM Brakes was founded in 1956 and is a 
leading U.S. manufacturer of spring parking 
brakes and actuators for vehicles with air 
brakes. Fifty years ago the company’s found-
ers (Miller, Gummer and Meyers) invented the 
spring brake actuator to prevent air braking 
failures in heavy, over-the-road vehicles that 
usually resulted in runaway vehicles. MGM 
Brakes is now a leading world-wide supplier to 
the commercial vehicle industry and its actu-
ator products have become standard equip-
ment on more than 125 makes of commercial 
vehicles currently manufactured in over 40 
countries. 

Mr. Speaker, I am proud to pay tribute to 
MGM Brakes and its employees for 50 years 
of pioneering technology and innovative prod-
ucts that have helped increase the safety of 
commercial vehicles, transit buses and school 
buses across the states and around the coun-
try. 

f 

HONORING JEANETTE L. STERNER 
OF HOLLY LAKE RANCH 

HON. JEB HENSARLING 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, December 8, 2006 

Mr. HENSARLING. Mr. Speaker, today I 
would like to recognize the outstanding con-
tributions of COL Jeanette L. Sterner of Holly 
Lake Ranch in Wood County, Texas. Colonel 
Sterner has spent a lifetime in service to her 
country in the United States military and in the 
process has earned a multitude of honors in-
cluding: the Meritorious Service Medal; an 
Army Commendation Medal; an Army 
Achievement Medal; an Army Reserve Com-
ponent Achievement Medal; a National De-
fense Service Medal; a Global War on Ter-
rorism Service Medal; an Armed Forces Re-
serve Medal; an Army Service Ribbon; and a 
Sharpshooter Badge. 

During her years of service to the United 
States, she also earned five State awards: the 
Oklahoma Meritorious Service Medal; the Iowa 
Achievement Medal; the Iowa Commendation 
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Medal; the State of Texas Medal of Merit; and 
the Texas Adjutant General Individual Award. 

Jeanette’s service to her country does not 
end with her military heroism. She has also 
served her local community in a variety of 
ways including youth involvement. She has 
worked as a school psychologist for Sacred 
Heart Catholic School, for Mount Saint Mary’s 
High School, for Christ the King School, and 
has even managed to find time to serve as a 
youth director for her church. 

She has earned numerous civilian awards 
and memberships for her efforts, including 
Who’s Who in American Universities and Col-
leges, Who’s Who in America, Who’s Who in 
the South and Southwest, Biographee for the 
Directory of Distinguished Americans, and 
Personalities of the South. 

Jeanette currently serves as president of the 
Homeless Veterans Services of Dallas, work-
ing diligently to obtain single residence hous-
ing for homeless veterans. In addition, she 
serves as president of the Women’s Auxiliary 
of the Greater Hawkins Veterans Association, 
maintaining a memorial in honor of local vet-
erans. 

Without a doubt, Jeanette’s service to her 
community is extensive, and on behalf of the 
people living in the 5th District of Texas, I ap-
plaud her for her commitment to both her 
community and her country. 

f 

THANKING MR. WILLIAM CHAMP 
FOR HIS SERVICE TO THE HOUSE 

HON. VERNON J. EHLERS 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, December 8, 2006 

Mr. EHLERS. Mr. Speaker, on the occasion 
of his retirement this month, we rise to thank 
Mr. William Champ for his long career of out-
standing service to the U.S. House of Rep-
resentatives. 

William Champ has been an employee of 
the Furniture Division, Cabinet Shop of the Of-
fice of the Chief Administrative Officer of the 
House for 30 years. During that time, he has 
earned the respect and admiration of his fel-
low co-workers. Bill is a person of great char-
acter and will leave behind a legacy of profes-
sionalism, hard work and dedication to the in-
stitution. His list of accomplishments is far too 
lengthy to include in this tribute, but includes 
the lecterns in the House Chamber of the U.S. 
Capitol Building that every Member of Con-
gress uses during each session, a key fixture 
seen by millions of people all over the world. 
Bill was a key member of the team that de-
signed and constructed the lecterns. He was 
also instrumental in the renovation of the 
audio/video upgrade of the Ways and Means 
Committee Room. 

Bill’s retirement is bittersweet; the House 
will lose an individual who from day one of his 
employment made a long term commitment to 
excellence. His performance has always been 
exceptional and above and beyond expecta-
tions. His legacy will live on in the Chamber of 
the U.S. House of Representatives as we wish 
him many wonderful years of happy retire-
ment. 

PRAISING THE GOALS OF THE 2006 
NATIONAL RAIL SYMPOSIUM 

HON. STEPHEN F. LYNCH 
OF MASSACHUSETTS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, December 8, 2006 

Mr. LYNCH. Mr. Speaker, on November 15, 
2006, I had the opportunity to address the 
2006 National Rail Symposium, presented by 
Citizens for Rail Safety, Inc. at the National 
Press Club in Washington, DC. 

Attended by rail worker union representa-
tives, rail industry experts, transportation 
scholars, and local and Federal political lead-
ers, the symposium served to further highlight 
the glaring gaps in America’s rail security and 
specifically, bring attention to the lack of basic 
emergency and antiterrorism training for our 
Nation’s rail workers. 

Notably, the symposium marked the release 
of a key rail security study prepared by the 
National Labor College (NLC) entitled: ‘‘Train-
ing in Hazmat and Rail Security: Current Sta-
tus and Future Needs of Rail Workers and 
Community Members.’’ As noted by the NLC, 
our Nation’s rail workers currently lack basic 
and necessary emergency prevention and re-
sponse training, particularly with respect to 
Hazmat incidents, and must work in rail cars 
and on rail tracks, yards, and basic infrastruc-
ture that are poorly secured. 

The NLC’s study comes on the heels of a 
2005 rail worker safety report prepared by the 
International Brotherhood of Teamsters Rail 
Security Conference, entitled ‘‘High Alert: 
Workers Warn of Security Gaps on Nation’s 
Railroads.’’ Based on over 4,000 surveys com-
pleted by members of the Brotherhood of Lo-
comotive Engineers and Trainmen and the 
Brotherhood of Maintenance of Way Employ-
ees Division, the report reveals that 84 per-
cent of the rail workers surveyed indicated that 
they had not received any or additional ter-
rorism prevention and response training within 
the last year and that 64 percent indicated that 
they had not been trained on their role in their 
railroad’s Emergency Action or Emergency 
Response Plan. 

Mr. Speaker, I would like to associate my-
self with these reports, as well as the goals of 
the National Rail Symposium, given the impor-
tance of providing our rail workers with ade-
quate emergency, anti-terrorism, and security 
training. For this reason, I have also urged my 
colleagues to adopt H.R. 4372, the Rail Work-
er Emergency Training Act, which I have intro-
duced in the 109th Congress. This bill would 
require the Secretary of Homeland Security to 
develop comprehensive rail worker training 
guidelines that address several key areas, in-
cluding critical infrastructure and equipment 
security inspection, hazardous material stor-
age, transport, and monitoring, and evacuation 
procedures. In addition, the bill would require 
rail carriers to develop a rail worker training 
program based on the Secretary’s guidelines 
and to train all of their workers within 1 year. 

In closing, I would like to commend Citizens 
for Rail Safety, Inc. and the National Labor 
College for their efforts to heighten security 
and preparedness on our Nation’s railways. 

TRIBUTE TO JUSTIN WHITEFIELD 

HON. DAN BOREN 
OF OKLAHOMA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Friday, December 8, 2006 

Mr. BOREN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor Justin Whitefield, successful attorney, 
dedicated father, tremendous leader, and tire-
less advocate for agricultural development 
throughout Oklahoma and the Nation. 

A native of Pauls Valley, Oklahoma, Justin 
Whitefield attended Oklahoma State Univer-
sity, earning a degree in Business, excelling in 
his studies and regularly recognized for his 
campus-wide leadership. Later attending the 
University of Oklahoma Law School, Justin 
Whitefield earned his Jurist Doctorate, repeat-
ing his academic excellence and class leader-
ship. 

Throughout his career Justin Whitefield was 
a forward thinking individual, helping better the 
community through his dedication to helping 
others and his commitment to youth and agri-
culture. Examples of his initiatives and con-
tributions are the growth of scholarship pro-
grams through the Oklahoma Youth Expo to 
young people, the development and imple-
mentation of collegiate programs such as the 
Oklahoma Agricultural Leadership Encounter 
program, and the Oklahoma Youth Expo Col-
lege 101 and the Academic All State Scholar-
ship Program. While his primary focus was to 
bring recognition to others by honoring individ-
uals through the Oklahoma Youth Expo Ex-
hibitor Hall of Fame, he was also progressive 
in his ideas for events such as the Western 
Art Exhibition, the Master Showmanship Con-
test and the Cattle Fitting Contest. 

In his most recent assignment as Executive 
Director of Oklahoma Youth Expo, Justin 
Whitefield’s accomplishments were far-reach-
ing. Prior to joining Oklahoma Youth Expo, he 
served as General Counsel for the Oklahoma 
Farm Bureau, served as an Attorney special-
izing in Government Relations for Derryberry, 
Quigley, Solomon and Naifeh Law Firm and 
served as President and Chief Lobbyist for 
Capital Resource Group. 

As a result of an airplane accident, Justin 
Whitefield lost his life on November 4, 2006. 
He was not only a leader in Oklahoma, but he 
was my friend. We worked together during my 
service in the Oklahoma Legislature. I always 
found him to be a man of character, faith, and 
honor. We will truly miss him. 

I am proud, Mr. Speaker, to thank him for 
his contributions to others, specifically the 
young people of Oklahoma. 

f 

USS ‘‘OKLAHOMA’’ 

HON. DAN BOREN 
OF OKLAHOMA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, December 8, 2006 

Mr. BOREN. Mr. Speaker, I rise to com-
memorate the groundbreaking of a memorial 
to the USS Oklahoma, which sank 65 years 
ago today in the 1941 attack on Pearl Harbor. 

Commissioned in 1916, the 583-foot USS 
Oklahoma escorted President Woodrow Wil-
son to and from France at the conclusion of 
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