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Agriculture, Science, and Small Business. 
MIKE played a crucial role as a member of 
each committee, using his keen insight to pro-
mote issues important to Indiana, such as re-
search and development projects, alternative 
energy sources such as E–85, and hosting 
two successful job fairs with me in Bloom-
ington. 

Although his time in Congress was short, 
MIKE SODREL’s imprint on the 20 counties 
comprising the Ninth District will be felt for 
years to come. His heart and mind were al-
ways in tune with the Hoosiers back home 
and in concert with the welfare of this great 
Nation that he had the great honor and re-
sponsibility of representing. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO CHRISTOPHER A. 
ANDERSON 

HON. MARILYN N. MUSGRAVE 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, December 8, 2006 

Mrs. MUSGRAVE. Mr. Speaker, I rise with 
a very heavy heart and I wish to ask the Mem-
bers in this Chamber to join me before we end 
the 109th session of Congress tonight in hon-
oring a fallen sailor from Longmont, Colorado. 

This week, Hospitalman Christopher A. An-
derson was killed in action while serving our 
Nation in Iraq. He was a patriot that believed 
strongly in the freedoms we enjoy here in 
America and he joined the Navy to help de-
fend the rights of citizens in Iraq. 

I have contacted his family, and they are 
heartbroken about their loss, undoubtedly. 
They are to be admired for their courage and 
continued dedication to America’s military 
forces who are fighting terrorists in the Middle 
East. As a mother of an enlisted sailor, my 
heart goes out to Christopher’s family. 

I would like to take a solemn moment to re-
flect on the life of Christopher and share the 
thoughts of his parents Rick and Debra Ander-
son. They released the following statement: 

Christopher was a son of which any parent 
would be proud. He was a natural leader in 
the truest sense: warm, giving, thoughtful 
and caring. He went well out of his way to 
assist family, friends and neighbors with ev-
erything from the sweat of his brow to sound 
advice that many commented held wisdom 
beyond his years. He was consistently ele-
vated to leadership positions by his actions. 

This same thought process was at work 
when he chose to join the U.S. Navy. Chris 
comes from generations of Navy men and 
women. I myself am retired Navy. The Navy 
is, in general, an exciting career, however 
Christopher was not content to settle for 
anything less than being at the tip of the 
spear. He chose the career path of Hospital 
Corpsman (the Navy equivalent to a Medic in 
the other services). He requested the addi-
tional training of a Combat Medic, and to be 
assigned to the front lines with the United 
States Marine Corps. The Marine Corps does 
not have their own medical personnel, and 
Navy Sailors fill that role on a voluntary 
basis. 

He was an ‘‘encourager’’, and ‘‘uplifter’’ 
with a truly unique ability to empower oth-
ers to rise to success they themselves did not 
think possible. He attracted many, many 
close friends into his circle. These are fine 

young men and women, who I was proud to 
be introduced to and invite into my home. 

In August of 2005, Christopher joined the 
Navy. While in Longmont awaiting his for-
mal Navy school start date, he aggressively 
pursued high visibility leadership positions 
within his group of peers attached to the 
Longmont Navy Recruiting Office. Chris was 
already a good athlete, but chose to compete 
with the Navy SEAL candidates for even 
greater athletic excellence. He additionally 
excelled in his Navy-oriented academics, and 
was ultimately promoted from E–l to E–3 be-
fore ever leaving for the Recruit Training 
Center (Boot Camp). 

Once at Boot Camp he again excelled in 
academics, athletics and leadership, com-
pleting the program as the ‘‘Honor Grad-
uate’’ the number one person in his class, as 
voted on by both his peers and the senior 
staff. He then attended his actual Hospital 
Corpsman medical training, ‘‘A’’ School, fol-
lowed by Advanced Combat Medical Train-
ing, ‘‘C’’ School. Working with experienced 
combat veterans, he reaffirmed his desire to 
provide a critical service to those in harms 
way. He knew full well that he too would be 
at the forefront of the action. 

Christopher deployed to Iraq in September 
of this year. The moment his aircraft’s door 
opened to the 120 degree heat, he knew this 
would be the start of his greatest challenge. 
He loved the people of this country, however 
he began to see immediate action, and was 
soon credited by senior medical staff for sav-
ing the life of a Marine sergeant seriously 
wounded on patrol by an improvised explo-
sive device (IED). 

Christopher earned the affectionate title of 
‘‘Doc.’’ This title is only given to Navy Hos-
pital Corpsmen who have impressed their 
U.S. Marine Corps counterparts with medical 
excellence under field combat conditions. His 
colonel also credited him with the com-
pliment, ‘‘The most squared away ‘Marine’ 
we have in this Unit.’’ 

Christopher gave his life in the defense of 
his nation, his local community, his Marine 
brethren and his family. Christopher wanted 
all his life to make a difference in this world 
and in his short 24 years accomplished more 
than most will ever accomplish in a lifetime. 

Mr. Speaker, we are so fortunate to live in 
this great country where freedom is something 
that we rarely have to think about and often 
take for granted. It is simply a way of life for 
us, and we are truly blessed to live in a coun-
try that honors citizens for their spirit, their 
ideas, their individuality, and their courage. 
We can maintain the blessings of our free-
doms only because we have citizens like 
Hospitalman Christopher A. Anderson who are 
willing to fight to defend them for us. My most 
sincere condolences go out to Rick and Debra 
and the entire Anderson family for loss of their 
beloved son. 
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PAYING TRIBUTE TO MITCH FOX 

HON. JON C. PORTER 
OF NEVADA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, December 8, 2006 

Mr. PORTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor my good friend Mitch Fox for his out-
standing career and innovative contributions in 
broadcast and print journalism. 

Mitch began his broadcasting career at 
KABC–TV Los Angeles as an intern and later 

apprenticed there as a cameraman. Less than 
2 years later in 1976, Mitch relocated to Las 
Vegas where he began his first on-air report-
ing position with KTNV Channel 13. During his 
tenure in Las Vegas he has also served as a 
freelance writer for the Las Vegas Review- 
Journal, the Las Vegas Sun, Newsweek and 
Nevada Magazine. 

Mitch began covering the Nevada State 
Legislature in 1979 and currently produces a 
weekly series entitled ‘‘Capitol Issues’’ during 
Nevada’s biannual legislative session. He has 
also moderated several candidates’ debates, 
some of which air nationally on C–SPAN. 
Mitch initiated collaboration with the Las 
Vegas Review-Journal where RJ readers were 
able to post candidate questions on the news-
paper’s website for use during Channel 10’s 
election debates and since 1996, he has 
brought KLVX and the NBC affiliate KVBC to-
gether to produce prime-time election cov-
erage. 

It was 1978 when Mitch embarked on his 
long broadcast career in public television at 
KLVX Channel l0. He began as senior news 
and public affairs producer and was later pro-
moted to news and public affairs manager in 
November 1997. Five years later, in June 
2002, Mitch was further promoted as director 
of production services at KLVX where he su-
pervised the entire programming department, 
including the oversight of 30 full-time and part- 
time employees. In this position he has also 
managed oversight of Channel l0 and Cox 
Cable Channel 70 programming schedules. In 
July of 2005, Mitch became director of pro-
gramming at KLVX and has helped to ensure 
that the station remains well-versed in use of 
digital media such as video-on-demand, multi-
casting, podcasting and online streaming. 

For 11 years Mitch produced the award-win-
ning documentary series called ‘‘Real to Reel’’ 
and won an Emmy nomination in 1993 for a 
documentary on nuclear waste. And now for 
nearly 20 years Mitch has been host and pro-
ducer of the popular public affairs talk show, 
‘‘Nevada Week in Review’’ providing viewers 
with insightful debate, discussion, and analysis 
of the most important Nevada news stories of 
the week. One of his goals in serving as a 
leader in public television has been to cre-
atively provide a quality alternative to commer-
cial television. Not only has Mitch Fox worked 
to build bridges within the broadcast commu-
nity, but he has also helped lower the high 
school drop-out rate over the past 20 years by 
assisting the Clark County School District in 
developing distance learning programs for K– 
12 students. 

Mr. Speaker, it is my privilege to pay tribute 
to my friend Mitch Fox for his longstanding 
service and dedication to the public broad-
casting system and to the communities of Ne-
vada. I wish him the best in all of his future 
endeavors. 

f 

HONORING ALBERT RANDEL 
HENDRIX 

HON. CHARLES W. ‘‘CHIP’’ PICKERING 
OF MISSISSIPPI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Friday, December 8, 2006 

Mr. PICKERING. Mr. Speaker, an enduring 
member of Mississippi’s healthcare community 
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will soon be retiring from his position as Exec-
utive Director of the Mississippi Department of 
Mental Health. Dr. Albert Randel Hendrix has 
contributed decades of time, energy, and pas-
sion into serving his community, State, and in-
dividuals with mental heath needs. Mississippi 
will miss his service. 

Dr. Randy Hendrix is a native Mississippian, 
born and educated in Panola County. He 
served in our armed forces in Vietnam from 
1969 to 1970. Following his Army discharge, 
Dr. Hendrix returned to Mississippi to com-
plete graduate studies at the University of Mis-
sissippi, where he completed his Master’s De-
gree in 1971, and at the University of South-
ern Mississippi, where he completed his doc-
toral degree in 1979. Dr. Hendrix has com-
pleted the Executive Education Program at 
Duke University, the Executive Development 
Institute of the John C. Stennis Institute of 
Government at Mississippi State University, 
and the Certified Public Managers Program. 

He began his professional career with the 
Department of Mental Health at Ellisville State 
School in 1971. In 1975, Dr. Hendrix was ap-
pointed Director of the North Mississippi Re-
gional Center in Oxford, Mississippi. At the 
age of 28, he was the youngest director of a 
major facility in the Nation. While in Oxford, he 
was also a professor of Special Education and 
an adjunct professor in Healthcare Administra-
tion at the University of Mississippi. In Novem-
ber of 1986, Dr. Hendrix assumed responsibil-
ities as Executive Director of the Mississippi 
Department of Mental Health, the State’s larg-
est agency. Dr. Hendrix is the longest serving 
Executive Director of Mental Health services in 
the Nation and will be retiring soon. 

During his career with the Department of 
Mental Health, Dr. Hendrix has served on 
many Boards and Commissions including 
Chairman of the Mississippi Developmental 
Disabilities Council, member on the Gov-
ernor’s Council on Aging, and is currently the 
chairman and longest serving member of the 
mississippi Board of Rehabilitative Services, 
past chairman and member of the State Inter-
agency Coordinating Council for Children and 
Youth with Severe Emotional Problems, Mem-
ber of the Mississippi Disability Resource 
Commission, Children’s Trust Fund Advisory 
Council and Statewide CDC Bioterrorism Pre-
paredness and Response Planning Advisory 
Committee. He is a member and former officer 
of the Mississippi Chapter of the American As-
sociation on Mental Deficiency, Board Member 
of the Association of Mental Health Adminis-
trators since 1987, and has served as Execu-
tive Director for the Mississippi Arts Fair for 
the Handicapped since 1980. 

Dr. Hendrix was selected as State Adminis-
trator of the Year, Herman C. Glazier Award 
Winner in 1990, recipient of the Agency Lead-
ership Award of the National Association of 
Superintendents of Public Residential Facilities 
for the Mentally Retarded in 1992, recipient of 
the Governor’s Stennis Award for Excellence 
in Government in 1994, and selected for Hon-
orary Membership in Pi Alpha Alpha in 1997. 
Dr. Hendrix is also a member of the Honorary 
Scholastic Organization of Phi Theta Kappa, 
Phi Kappa Phi, and Phi Delta Kappa. 

Dr. Hendrix and his wife, Sandy, are the 
parents of 4 children, Jo Ellen Hendrix Town-
send, Sarah, Randel, and Sandra and the 

grandparents of Grace, Jessica and Jeffrey 
Townsend. 

For over 30 years, Dr. Hendrix has used his 
talent, knowledge, and skills to make Mis-
sissippi a better place and enhance the care 
of individuals with mental health concerns. We 
thank him for his service and know that even 
after his retirement, he will continue to be a 
pillar of his community and his State. 
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HONORING DR. PATRICK 
MCKIERNAN 

HON. RON LEWIS 
OF KENTUCKY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, December 8, 2006 

Mr. LEWIS of Kentucky. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to pay tribute to Dr. Patrick McKiernan, 
a remarkable public servant and advocate 
from my home State of Kentucky. Dr. 
McKiernan presently serves as Outreach Co-
ordinator to Homeless Veterans for the Ken-
tucky Department of Veteran Affairs. 

Tragically, more than 1,000 veterans will be 
sleeping on the streets of Kentucky tonight. 
Dr. McKiernan recognizes that there is some-
thing fundamentally wrong when individuals 
who once wore the uniform of the United 
States are forced by circumstances to live on 
the streets. Under his compassionate leader-
ship, the Kentucky Department of Veteran Af-
fairs continues to work to establish special as-
sistance programs to help get veterans off the 
streets and into housing or treatment facilities. 

Dr. McKiernan represents his agency on the 
Kentucky Council on Homeless Policy, advis-
ing the Governor and his staff on homeless-
ness and housing issues across the state. He 
also represents Kentucky Department of Vet-
eran Affairs at the annual conference of the 
National Coalition for Homeless Veterans in 
Washington, DC, and the Homeless and 
Housing Coalition of Kentucky. 

In addition to his current work and respon-
sibilities, Dr. McKiernan is developing plans to 
establish the Homeless Veterans Coordination 
Committee to provide additional guidance and 
support to help homeless veterans. 

Dr. McKiernan’s colleagues, and countless 
veterans touched by his exemplary work, note 
his unique ability to navigate bureaucracy and 
successfully resolve casework with unusual 
expedience. Recently, Dr. McKiernan inter-
vened in a case involving a veteran afflicted 
with esophageal cancer who nearly became 
homeless due to the financial challenges of 
his illness. Because of his efforts, an Amer-
ican hero is receiving the care and assistance 
that he deserves. This is but one example in 
a long career of helping others. 

It is my great honor to recognize Dr. Patrick 
McKiernan today before my assembled col-
leagues in the U.S. House of Representatives. 
His leadership and service make him an out-
standing American worthy of our collective 
honor and appreciation. 

RECOGNIZING MARK CLEMONS 

HON. LYNN A. WESTMORELAND 
OF GEORGIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, December 8, 2006 

Mr. WESTMORELAND. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
to recognize a business in my district that is 
taking a positive step forward to assist families 
and our troops overseas. 

Mark Clemons operates the PakMail facility 
in my district in Newnan, and he has taken up 
a special project for our troops and their fami-
lies overseas. Any time anyone wants to send 
a package to Iraq to a soldier, Mark makes 
sure that they do not have to pay for it. 

Mark has taken it as a special project to en-
sure our heroes overseas receive the care 
packages and support they so desperately 
need. Our men and women in combat need 
the touch of home, and Mark is doing some-
thing amazing to ensure that they are able to 
hear from all of us who support them here. 

Mark sets an example that everyone should 
follow—doing what they can to help and sup-
port our men and women. Everyone has a 
way they can help, and Mark has found that 
way and is implementing it. 

Mr. Speaker, we are grateful for all of our 
men and women, and those who ‘‘hold the 
ropes’’ for them back home, and we are grate-
ful for Mark’s service. 

f 

CERCLA 

HON. RALPH M. HALL 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, December 8, 2006 

Mr. HALL. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to ex-
press my regret that the 109th Congress was 
unable to address an issue of importance to 
hard-working Americans across the country. 
Some groups are misinterpreting the Com-
prehensive Environmental Response Com-
pensation and Liability Act, also called 
‘‘CERCLA,’’ by seeking to apply Superfund li-
ability to traditional agriculture as it relates to 
the use of animal manure as a fertilizer and 
soil conditioner. I was in Congress when 
CERCLA was passed, and I assure you that 
this is a misapplication of that law. 

Congress did not intend this law to apply to 
animal manure returned to the soil as a fer-
tilizer and did not intend this law to make 
every farm a hazardous waste site. 

This misuse of CERCLA attracted attention 
from the Energy and Commerce Committee’s 
Subcommittee on Environment and Hazardous 
Materials, which held a hearing in November 
2005. That hearing prompted me to introduce 
a bipartisan bill, H.R. 4341, along with distin-
guished co-sponsors, to specifically clarify 
CERCLA’s definition of ‘‘hazardous waste’’ to 
make clear that animal manure is not in-
cluded. This became necessary because 
some have lost sight of CERCLA’s purpose. 
CERCLA was designed to fund the cleanup of 
dangerous abandoned industrial sites and 
chemical landfills, such as the infamous Love 
Canal site in New York. It was not written to 
cover ongoing agricultural operations. 
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