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will soon be retiring from his position as Exec-
utive Director of the Mississippi Department of 
Mental Health. Dr. Albert Randel Hendrix has 
contributed decades of time, energy, and pas-
sion into serving his community, State, and in-
dividuals with mental heath needs. Mississippi 
will miss his service. 

Dr. Randy Hendrix is a native Mississippian, 
born and educated in Panola County. He 
served in our armed forces in Vietnam from 
1969 to 1970. Following his Army discharge, 
Dr. Hendrix returned to Mississippi to com-
plete graduate studies at the University of Mis-
sissippi, where he completed his Master’s De-
gree in 1971, and at the University of South-
ern Mississippi, where he completed his doc-
toral degree in 1979. Dr. Hendrix has com-
pleted the Executive Education Program at 
Duke University, the Executive Development 
Institute of the John C. Stennis Institute of 
Government at Mississippi State University, 
and the Certified Public Managers Program. 

He began his professional career with the 
Department of Mental Health at Ellisville State 
School in 1971. In 1975, Dr. Hendrix was ap-
pointed Director of the North Mississippi Re-
gional Center in Oxford, Mississippi. At the 
age of 28, he was the youngest director of a 
major facility in the Nation. While in Oxford, he 
was also a professor of Special Education and 
an adjunct professor in Healthcare Administra-
tion at the University of Mississippi. In Novem-
ber of 1986, Dr. Hendrix assumed responsibil-
ities as Executive Director of the Mississippi 
Department of Mental Health, the State’s larg-
est agency. Dr. Hendrix is the longest serving 
Executive Director of Mental Health services in 
the Nation and will be retiring soon. 

During his career with the Department of 
Mental Health, Dr. Hendrix has served on 
many Boards and Commissions including 
Chairman of the Mississippi Developmental 
Disabilities Council, member on the Gov-
ernor’s Council on Aging, and is currently the 
chairman and longest serving member of the 
mississippi Board of Rehabilitative Services, 
past chairman and member of the State Inter-
agency Coordinating Council for Children and 
Youth with Severe Emotional Problems, Mem-
ber of the Mississippi Disability Resource 
Commission, Children’s Trust Fund Advisory 
Council and Statewide CDC Bioterrorism Pre-
paredness and Response Planning Advisory 
Committee. He is a member and former officer 
of the Mississippi Chapter of the American As-
sociation on Mental Deficiency, Board Member 
of the Association of Mental Health Adminis-
trators since 1987, and has served as Execu-
tive Director for the Mississippi Arts Fair for 
the Handicapped since 1980. 

Dr. Hendrix was selected as State Adminis-
trator of the Year, Herman C. Glazier Award 
Winner in 1990, recipient of the Agency Lead-
ership Award of the National Association of 
Superintendents of Public Residential Facilities 
for the Mentally Retarded in 1992, recipient of 
the Governor’s Stennis Award for Excellence 
in Government in 1994, and selected for Hon-
orary Membership in Pi Alpha Alpha in 1997. 
Dr. Hendrix is also a member of the Honorary 
Scholastic Organization of Phi Theta Kappa, 
Phi Kappa Phi, and Phi Delta Kappa. 

Dr. Hendrix and his wife, Sandy, are the 
parents of 4 children, Jo Ellen Hendrix Town-
send, Sarah, Randel, and Sandra and the 

grandparents of Grace, Jessica and Jeffrey 
Townsend. 

For over 30 years, Dr. Hendrix has used his 
talent, knowledge, and skills to make Mis-
sissippi a better place and enhance the care 
of individuals with mental health concerns. We 
thank him for his service and know that even 
after his retirement, he will continue to be a 
pillar of his community and his State. 
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Friday, December 8, 2006 

Mr. LEWIS of Kentucky. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to pay tribute to Dr. Patrick McKiernan, 
a remarkable public servant and advocate 
from my home State of Kentucky. Dr. 
McKiernan presently serves as Outreach Co-
ordinator to Homeless Veterans for the Ken-
tucky Department of Veteran Affairs. 

Tragically, more than 1,000 veterans will be 
sleeping on the streets of Kentucky tonight. 
Dr. McKiernan recognizes that there is some-
thing fundamentally wrong when individuals 
who once wore the uniform of the United 
States are forced by circumstances to live on 
the streets. Under his compassionate leader-
ship, the Kentucky Department of Veteran Af-
fairs continues to work to establish special as-
sistance programs to help get veterans off the 
streets and into housing or treatment facilities. 

Dr. McKiernan represents his agency on the 
Kentucky Council on Homeless Policy, advis-
ing the Governor and his staff on homeless-
ness and housing issues across the state. He 
also represents Kentucky Department of Vet-
eran Affairs at the annual conference of the 
National Coalition for Homeless Veterans in 
Washington, DC, and the Homeless and 
Housing Coalition of Kentucky. 

In addition to his current work and respon-
sibilities, Dr. McKiernan is developing plans to 
establish the Homeless Veterans Coordination 
Committee to provide additional guidance and 
support to help homeless veterans. 

Dr. McKiernan’s colleagues, and countless 
veterans touched by his exemplary work, note 
his unique ability to navigate bureaucracy and 
successfully resolve casework with unusual 
expedience. Recently, Dr. McKiernan inter-
vened in a case involving a veteran afflicted 
with esophageal cancer who nearly became 
homeless due to the financial challenges of 
his illness. Because of his efforts, an Amer-
ican hero is receiving the care and assistance 
that he deserves. This is but one example in 
a long career of helping others. 

It is my great honor to recognize Dr. Patrick 
McKiernan today before my assembled col-
leagues in the U.S. House of Representatives. 
His leadership and service make him an out-
standing American worthy of our collective 
honor and appreciation. 

RECOGNIZING MARK CLEMONS 

HON. LYNN A. WESTMORELAND 
OF GEORGIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, December 8, 2006 

Mr. WESTMORELAND. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
to recognize a business in my district that is 
taking a positive step forward to assist families 
and our troops overseas. 

Mark Clemons operates the PakMail facility 
in my district in Newnan, and he has taken up 
a special project for our troops and their fami-
lies overseas. Any time anyone wants to send 
a package to Iraq to a soldier, Mark makes 
sure that they do not have to pay for it. 

Mark has taken it as a special project to en-
sure our heroes overseas receive the care 
packages and support they so desperately 
need. Our men and women in combat need 
the touch of home, and Mark is doing some-
thing amazing to ensure that they are able to 
hear from all of us who support them here. 

Mark sets an example that everyone should 
follow—doing what they can to help and sup-
port our men and women. Everyone has a 
way they can help, and Mark has found that 
way and is implementing it. 

Mr. Speaker, we are grateful for all of our 
men and women, and those who ‘‘hold the 
ropes’’ for them back home, and we are grate-
ful for Mark’s service. 
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CERCLA 

HON. RALPH M. HALL 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, December 8, 2006 

Mr. HALL. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to ex-
press my regret that the 109th Congress was 
unable to address an issue of importance to 
hard-working Americans across the country. 
Some groups are misinterpreting the Com-
prehensive Environmental Response Com-
pensation and Liability Act, also called 
‘‘CERCLA,’’ by seeking to apply Superfund li-
ability to traditional agriculture as it relates to 
the use of animal manure as a fertilizer and 
soil conditioner. I was in Congress when 
CERCLA was passed, and I assure you that 
this is a misapplication of that law. 

Congress did not intend this law to apply to 
animal manure returned to the soil as a fer-
tilizer and did not intend this law to make 
every farm a hazardous waste site. 

This misuse of CERCLA attracted attention 
from the Energy and Commerce Committee’s 
Subcommittee on Environment and Hazardous 
Materials, which held a hearing in November 
2005. That hearing prompted me to introduce 
a bipartisan bill, H.R. 4341, along with distin-
guished co-sponsors, to specifically clarify 
CERCLA’s definition of ‘‘hazardous waste’’ to 
make clear that animal manure is not in-
cluded. This became necessary because 
some have lost sight of CERCLA’s purpose. 
CERCLA was designed to fund the cleanup of 
dangerous abandoned industrial sites and 
chemical landfills, such as the infamous Love 
Canal site in New York. It was not written to 
cover ongoing agricultural operations. 
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