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MOURNING THE PASSING OF 

DEARBORN MAYOR MICHAEL 
GUIDO 

HON. JOHN CONYERS, JR. 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, December 8, 2006 

Mr. CONYERS. Mr. Speaker, today I rise to 
mourn the passing and commemorate the life 
of Dearborn, Michigan’s Mayor Michael Guido. 
Mayor Guido, 52, passed away last night at 
his home surrounded by his family. 

The son of Italian immigrants, Michael 
Guido got his start in politics 1978 when he 
was elected as the youngest Councilman in 
Dearborn history. Eight years later, in 1986, 
Councilman Guido followed up this historic 
first by being the youngest person in Dearborn 
history to be elected mayor—a capacity in 
which he served until his last days. 

Despite being diagnosed with cancer in 
February 2006, Mayor Guido remained on the 
job every day, continuing to work long hours 
at City Hall and around town, attending public 
events throughout his outpatient treatment. He 
even found the strength to serve as 64th 
President of the United States Conference of 
Mayors, proving himself many times over as 
the leader of this bipartisan force for our Na-
tion’s mayors. 

Mayor Guido initiated outstanding improve-
ments to City services, especially in public 
safety areas, directed the construction or ren-
ovation of notable city facilities, and oversaw 
the completion of dramatic private develop-
ments that improved the city’s tax base and 
long term viability. 

He was serious about his commitment to 
exceptional public service. He set high stand-
ards, and initiated many programs that were 
innovative upon their implementation. Among 
those are curbside recycling and composting, 
loose leaf collection, and a myriad of public 
safety initiatives—advanced life support, an 
emergency warning system, and an auto-
mated notification system. As a believer in 
technology to provide efficient public service, 
he knew that there is no replacement for per-
sonal contact and required employees to not 
just follow-up with residents, but to solve their 
problems. 

During his tenure as Mayor, he changed the 
facade of Dearborn by initiating development 
projects that revived the critical downtown 
areas, including West Village and West Village 
Commons in the west end, and Georgetown 
Commons in the east end. His drive to keep 
Dearborn attractive for families and young pro-
fessionals in the face of competition from 
newer communities culminated in the con-
struction of the Ford Community & Performing 
Arts Center in 2001. 

Other significant projects included the ex-
pansion of the Dearborn Ice Skating Center, 
the construction of a new Police Head-
quarters, the expansion of the Robert Herndon 
Dearborn Hills Golf Course, the redesign of 
Ford Woods Park, improvements to Camp 
Dearborn and neighborhood pools and parks, 
and expansion of Esper Branch Library. 

While he will be remembered for his accom-
plishments, he will also be remembered for his 
humor and ability to relate to people. As an 

accomplished speaker, he adeptly incor-
porated jokes into formal presentations, and 
his conversation was pointed yet entertaining 
with quips and impersonations. 

Mayor Guido’s impact upon the City of 
Dearborn will continue to be recognized within 
his community and nationally. During an inter-
view years ago, he said he wanted his epitaph 
to be ‘‘He loved the people of Dearborn, and 
they loved him . . .’’ We will all miss his lead-
ership and will remember his legacy in the 
City of Dearborn. 
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TRIBUTE TO THE AIR WAR 
COLLEGE CLASS OF 2006 

HON. ADAM H. PUTNAM 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, December 8, 2006 

Mr. PUTNAM. Mr. Speaker, I rise with great 
pride to call attention to a very special and 
noteworthy group—the Air War College Class 
of 2006. This class graduated on May 25, 
2006. These men and women, not only from 
our own Armed Forces, but those of 46 other 
countries have distinguished themselves, their 
school, their communities, and their nations. 

The Air War College Class of 2006 had a 
remarkable year and I believe these men and 
women deserve formal recognition for their ac-
complishments. By any measure, the class of 
2006 has not only blazed new trails, but es-
tablished new standards of excellence. 

This was the first class to execute the Pro-
fessional Military Education (PME) phase II 
curriculum, thus producing joint service quali-
fied officers. It was the first class to have mid- 
year students join the class and complete the 
demanding academic curriculum. It was also 
the first class to have 46 international fellows, 
and the first class to send students, as part of 
its premiere regional studies, to the country of 
Turkmenistan. More importantly, it was the 
first class to have State Week, a full week 
dedicated to the interaction between DOS/ 
DOD that will facilitate future cooperation and 
more efficient interaction between these future 
leaders. 

Established in 1946, this is the 60th year of 
the Air War College. The Air War College mis-
sion is to be ‘‘the foremost center for air and 
space education and thought—preparing the 
world’s best strategic leaders.’’ Students must 
meet rigorous academic requirements, take re-
sponsibility for academic progress, behavior, 
and attendance, and they are expected to par-
ticipate in school and community activities. 
They have not only met those rigorous de-
mands but far exceeded them. The class of 
2006 and their faculty have consistently shown 
not only leadership, but generosity. Together 
they donated 67 pints of blood, raised almost 
$100,000 for several charities; and members 
of the class generously gave their time to trav-
el to Biloxi, MS, to aid in the recovery after 
Hurricane Katrina. Notably, other members 
opened their homes to displaced military per-
sonnel during that tragic time. 

I would like to extend my enthusiastic con-
gratulations to the Air War College Class of 
2006, ‘‘Warriors, Leaders, and Statesmen’’ 
upon their graduation. I wish them Godspeed 

as they move to their next assignments, some 
directly into harm’s way, as they become to-
morrow’s strategic leaders in the global war on 
terror. 
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PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. GENE TAYLOR 
OF MISSISSIPPI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, December 8, 2006 

Mr. TAYLOR of Mississippi. Mr. Speaker, on 
Tuesday, December 5th, 2006, I was unavoid-
ably detained, and I was unable to cast my 
vote during rollcall number 524 on H. Res. 
1070, expressing the sense of the House of 
Representatives that Members of the House 
should actively engage with employers and 
the American public at large to encourage the 
hiring of members and former members of the 
Armed Forces who were wounded in service 
and are facing a transition to civilian life. 

As a member of the House Armed Services 
Committee and a long-time champion of the 
military men and women who serve our Na-
tion, I would have voted ‘‘aye.’’ 

f 

TRIBUTE TO 109TH CONGRESS 

HON. VIRGINIA FOXX 
OF NORTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, December 8, 2006 

Ms. FOXX. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to ac-
knowledge the accomplishments of the 109th 
Congress and the forward progress America is 
experiencing. Much has been accomplished 
during these past two years and I believe that 
we must recognize the work that has been 
done. 

We have tackled immigration and found so-
lutions to border security to help stop the flow 
of illegal aliens into this country. We have 
taken steps to ensure that the Administration, 
military and the intelligence community have 
the tools they need to fight the war on ter-
rorism efficiently. The economy is growing at 
an unprecedented rate, home ownership is up, 
un-employment is at 4.4 percent, and the fed-
eral deficit has been cut in half three years 
ahead of schedule. The efforts of the 109th 
Congress have led us forward to solving and 
finding new solutions to the challenges Amer-
ica faces. 

I would also like to take this time to thank 
my colleagues, many of whom will not be re-
turning for the 110th Congress. It has been a 
pleasure to work alongside you to strengthen 
America and work on legislation to improve 
the lives of millions of Americans. I will truly 
miss working with you and wish you the best 
in your future endeavors. 

Mr. Speaker, I would like to thank my col-
leagues for all of their hard work during the 
109th Congress and I look forward to working 
together in the 110th Congress to continue to 
keep America on its prosperous path. 
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