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SENATE—Wednesday, December 27, 2006 
HONORING SENATORIAL SERVICE 

BILL FRIST 
∑ Mr. STEVENS. Mr. President, it has 
been an honor and a privilege to work 
with Senator BILL FRIST for the past 12 
years. BILL has been a solid leader for 
our party and he has served the people 
of Tennessee with distinction. 

Senator FRIST came to politics 
through a nontraditional route— 
through the operating room. BILL got 
involved in politics because he believed 
he could do even more for his pa-
tients—and the people of Tennessee—in 
the Senate. And he was right. BILL’s 
meticulous approach to this job is ex-
actly what you would expect of a per-
son with his training. He never gave up 
on his goals and worked tirelessly to 
see them into law. 

I became President Pro Tempore of 
the Senate close to the time when BILL 
became our majority leader. I enjoyed 
working by his side and thank Leader 
FRIST for including me—as President 
Pro Tempore—in all leadership meet-
ings. Senator FRIST also traveled with 
us to China for U.S. Interparliamen-
tary Group meetings. Once our meet-
ings were finished, he continued on to 
Africa for medical mission work. 

As majority leader, BILL carried the 
administration’s message. He fought 
hard for the President’s judicial nomi-
nees. And as we saw yesterday during 
his farewell address, BILL leaves us 
with great honor and recognition. Our 
leader will now return to where, in 
some ways, his heart has always been— 
the practice of medicine. But deep in 
my heart, I feel that public service will 
again call BILL to give of his time and 
talents to help preserve our democracy 
and our freedoms. Catherine and I will 
miss being with BILL and Karyn. 

RICK SANTORUM 
Mr. President, yesterday I was moved 

by the emotional farewell of Senator 
RICK SANTORUM. He said he still feels 
the thrill of coming to work in this 
building every day. The energy he put 
toward his work in this Chamber, I will 
remember as one of Senator SAN-
TORUM’s most striking qualities. 

Senator SANTORUM’s enthusiastic di-
rection of the Republican conference 
rallied our majority. I believe he jeop-
ardized his own future in Pennsylvania 
by urging us to think and act for the 
national good. Pennsylvania has been 
served well during his time in Congress 
and so has our Nation. 

RICK’s energy has been of great ben-
efit to many charities, and he has 
taken a special interest in helping 
those affected by autism. His efforts on 
behalf of each of these causes have 
been exceptional. And despite his many 

commitments, RICK’s dedication to his 
family and personal convictions never 
wavered. Catherine and I wish RICK and 
his family well. 

GEORGE ALLEN 
Mr. President, Senator GEORGE 

ALLEN has served the Commonwealth 
of Virginia with honor and integrity. 
GEORGE is a principled person, fol-
lowing bedrock beliefs gained growing 
up in a strong family. 

These principles have led GEORGE to 
promote and defend freedom in this 
country and around the world. His leg-
islative accomplishments are aligned 
with this philosophy. 

Senator ALLEN’s major accomplish-
ments include the Internet Tax Non-
discrimination Act, the 21st Century 
Nanotechnology Research and Develop-
ment Act, increased benefits for the 
families of fallen troops, funding to up-
grade telecommunications infrastruc-
ture for minority-serving institutions, 
and greater protections for intellectual 
property. 

In all of this, Senator ALLEN has not 
forgotten who his real boss is: the 
American people. He has always, and 
will continue, to put the interests of 
this country above his own. That is a 
true mark of a leader, ald all Vir-
ginians can be proud to have been rep-
resented by a man with Senator 
ALLEN’s character. 

As many of his constituents, col-
leagues, and friends know, Senator 
ALLEN closed much of his correspond-
ence with the words ‘‘keep winning.’’ 
Just like his dad, a Hall of Fame coach 
who reached great heights and suffered 
tough losses on the gridiron, we know 
GEORGE won’t let this setback define 
him. We all expect him to ‘‘keep win-
ning’’ for Virginia. 

Catherine and I wish him and Susan 
the very best. We know we will hear 
more about this dedicated public serv-
ant in the future. 

CONRAD BURNS 
Mr. President, it is with great sad-

ness that I say farewell to a great 
friend and Senator, CONRAD BURNS of 
Montana. His loss will be felt in Mon-
tana and here in the Senate. CONRAD is 
a man of the West and worked hard to 
make sure those values were rep-
resented in the Senate. 

Senator BURNS, a marine with a 
background in radio and TV and as an 
auctioneer, came to the Senate in 1988. 
He, his wonderful wife Phyllis, and 
their family have become close friends 
with Catherine and me and to Alaska. 
In fact, CONRAD’s daughter, Dr. Keely 
Burns, spent time in Alaska after med-
ical school working as a resident. 
CONRAD is a great auctioneer and fine 

fisherman who often joined me in Alas-
ka. 

CONRAD served with me on the Com-
merce, Science, and Transportation 
Committee as well as the Committee 
on Appropriations. During his time on 
those committees he accomplished a 
great deal for Montana, the West, and 
our Nation. 

CONRAD worked to ensure more than 
70 rural Montana communities have en-
forceable safe drinking water programs 
and protected the Big Sky through the 
Land and Water Conservation Fund. He 
authored section 706 of the Tele-
communications Act of 1996, a provi-
sion which ensures advanced tele-
communications are accessible in our 
schools and classrooms. And as chair-
man of the Interior Appropriations 
Subcommittee, he helped to secure 
funding for the Bureau of Land Man-
agement to expedite land conveyances 
in Alaska, which my State has pushed 
for since statehood. He worked hard to 
bring infrastructure and high tech to 
rural Montana. He worked to create E– 
911 legislation for the Nation. 

CONRAD BURNS is a hard worker, but 
he has an easy going way about him. 
Many Senators and staff know that he 
used to pick up carpoolers on his way 
to work. Few probably know about his 
protecting penguins in Antarctica. 
During a trip to our research station, 
there was a group of us watching pen-
guins shuffling nervously near the wa-
ter’s edge. CONRAD got the group to-
gether to pose for a photo, when sud-
denly all of the penguins jumped be-
tween us and the edge of the water. 
CONRAD just smiled and took the photo, 
never mentioning the large killer 
whale that was circling behind the Sen-
ators. 

CONRAD’s humor is legendary and he 
can often spring it on you when you 
least expect it. As President pro tem-
pore, I opened the Senate on my 80th 
birthday, dreading any birthday greet-
ings I might receive. The first Member 
seeking recognition after the prayer 
was CONRAD. Sure enough, CONRAD 
launched into a long speech about a 
great American icon, a fighter, a scrap-
py character. I got more and more un-
comfortable in the chair, but CONRAD 
knew something I didn’t—Mickey 
Mouse and I share a birthday. CONRAD 
knew I would think all this high-mind-
ed talk was about me, but instead he 
was praising America’s most lovable 
cartoon character. That’s CONRAD 
BURNS. A man who loves to laugh, 
loves people, and loves his home state 
of Montana. 

We will miss the good Senator from 
Montana. 
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