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Mr. KELLER. Mr. Speaker, today I 

rise to salute the bravery of Border Pa-
trol agents working along the Mexican 
border. I recently returned from a 
week-long trip to the Mexican-Cali-
fornia border, where I had the oppor-
tunity to ride along with our Border 
Patrol agents. 

I was impressed by the bravery of the 
Border Patrol agents who escorted me. 
We personally saw a Border Patrol su-
pervisor pull an illegal alien off a 10- 
foot wall and arrest him despite his 
violent attempts to resist arrest. I wit-
nessed another Border Patrol agent 
scale a 5,000-foot mountain at 2 in the 
morning in freezing 30-degree weather 
and single-handedly arrest and hand-
cuff eight illegal aliens. 

The Border Patrol agent I rode with 
told me that he had been shot at on 
several occasions. Twenty-three of his 
colleagues have been killed in the line 
of duty since 1990. For example, Border 
Patrol agents Susan Rodriguez and Ri-
cardo Salinas were gunned down by a 
murder suspect. Agent Jefferson Barr 
was shot to death by a drug trafficker. 

I have a message for these brave Bor-
der Patrol agents: the U.S. Congress 
knows you are there. We appreciate 
your service, and help is on the way. 

f 

CONGRATULATING THE NCAA 
FOOTBALL CHAMPION TEXAS 
LONGHORNS 
(Mr. SMITH of Texas asked and was 

given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute.) 

Mr. SMITH of Texas. Mr. Speaker, 
for the second time in a row, the Uni-
versity of Texas has won the Rose 
Bowl. By any definition, the 2006 vic-
tory was a classic and made the 
Longhorns the national champions. 

Led by quarterback Vince Young, the 
Longhorns fought their way to a stun-
ning 41–38 victory over the top-ranked 
University of Southern California Tro-
jans. 

Vince Young ran for 200 yards, passed 
for 267 and scored the winning touch-
down with 19 seconds left on the clock. 
It does not get much better than that, 
which is why Vince Young won the 
Most Valuable Player trophy. 

UT Coach Mack Brown and the entire 
Longhorn football team have a special 
place deep in the hearts of all Texans. 
Through hard work, determination and 
teamwork, the Longhorns beat the 
odds and became an example for all of 
us of what sportsmanship really means. 

Today, appropriately, the Longhorns 
were honored at the White House by 
President and Texan George Bush. 
Please join me in congratulating the 
Longhorns on their championship sea-
son. Hook ’Em Horns. 

f 

OLYMPIAN AND TEXAN CHAD 
HEDRICK 

(Mr. POE asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. POE. Mr. Speaker, there is a 
Texas-sized force to be reckoned with 
in Italy. Chad Hedrick, the 28-year-old 
former inline skating icon from Spring, 
Texas, is speed skating his way to vic-
tory. 

In the first day of Olympic competi-
tion, he has already garnered gold, the 
first for him and the United States in 
these Olympics. Chad’s love for skating 
started at age 2 in roller skates at his 
parents’ roller skating rink in Spring, 
Texas. 

He grew up and became one of the 
world’s most famous inline skaters, but 
he switched to speed stating only 4 
years ago. Chad Hedrick is a contender 
for four more medals in the games in 
Italy, and he is off to a spectacular 
start. 

Although the rink and the type of 
skates have changed, this hometown 
hero’s passion and talents have only 
gotten stronger throughout the years, 
and his passion was shown when he be-
came teary eyed when the Star Span-
gled Banner played as he was awarded 
the gold medal. 

The entire State of Texas and the Na-
tion congratulate Chad on this as-
tounding accomplishment, and we will 
be cheering for him for the remainder 
of the games. As we say in Texas, get 
’er done, Chad. And that’s the way it is. 

f 

CUTS TO ENTITLEMENT 
PROGRAMS 

(Ms. SOLIS asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Ms. SOLIS. Mr. Speaker, today I rise 
because I am deeply concerned with re-
spect to the President’s budget, his 
proposed cuts to women and children. 
In particular, the budget of fiscal year 
2007 fails on all accounts and provides 
insufficient funding for our Nation’s 
greatest investment, its children. 

Domestic programs, as we know, are 
vital to women and children, particu-
larly the WIC program, which will see 
its funding decline by almost $5 billion 
over the next 5 years. For low-income 
families who rely solely on WIC to feed 
their children and keep them healthy, 
these cuts are simply unacceptable. 

We will see a continued rise in pov-
erty and food shortage among these 
families. The President’s budget is also 
hurting women who work to provide 
for their families by cutting back on 
their health care. 

Despite the huge budget cuts made 
already to the Medicaid program in the 
budget reconciliation bill, the Presi-
dent proposes to slash another $17 bil-
lion over the next 5 years. Medicaid, as 
many of you know, helps women and 
children, the most vulnerable in our 
population. I urge the Congress to re-
ject this morally irresponsible budget. 

f 

MORAL SECURITY 
(Mrs. BLACKBURN asked and was 

given permission to address the House 

for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
her remarks.) 

Mrs. BLACKBURN. Mr. Speaker, our 
constituents expect us to not only 
guard the economic and national secu-
rity of this Nation; they expect us to 
preserve the moral security that has 
made this Nation great. Just the other 
day, I had the chance to deliver the 
keynote address at an event for the 
Tennessee Boy Scouts. 

Mr. Speaker, in this job we do as 
Members of Congress, there are times 
when you speak to a group and you can 
just feel that they are doing the right 
things. The Boy Scouts fit in that cat-
egory. They are teaching our boys 
what it means to serve their commu-
nity. 

We are a Nation built on shared 
moral values. Families across the 
country know that our communities 
are strong and that this country is 
strong when those values are respected 
and protected and preserved for future 
generations. House Republicans know 
this, and we will be working here each 
and every day to protect this Nation’s 
security. 

f 

STUDENT AID 
(Mr. DOGGETT asked and was given 

permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. DOGGETT. I have just returned 
from a joyful celebration at the White 
House, not one about red or blue 
States, but about burnt orange, brand-
ed into the pages of sports history. 

As much as all of us can come to-
gether to celebrate the dramatic UT 
National Championship, I think that 
supporting Longhorns and supporting 
university students means much more. 
It means providing a Federal financial 
commitment to our students to let 
them achieve their individual great-
ness. 

When qualified students cannot af-
ford to attend a university, all of us 
lose. This President’s budget, as far as 
I can tell, is one big fumble. Because 
once again, added on top of the $12 bil-
lion that Republicans have just cut in 
Federal student financial assistance, 
are additional cuts to Perkins loans 
and to GEAR UP for those who are try-
ing to get into college. 

For the students that I represent at 
the University of Texas-Pan American, 
who already face big financial chal-
lenges, this burden is going to be a 
great one. One in four of the students 
have dependent children and more than 
75 percent are first-generation stu-
dents. I hope that we can make sub-
stantial changes and show a real com-
mitment to Longhorns and students 
everywhere. 

f 

b 1415 

MASHA’S LAW 
(Mr. GINGREY asked and was given 

permission to address the House for 1 
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minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. GINGREY. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to share the heartbreaking story 
of a 13-year-old girl in my district and 
to call for tougher penalties for child 
pornography. 

I have introduced, along with Rep-
resentative TIERNEY, H.R. 4703, called 
Masha’s law after 13-year-old Masha 
Allen, whose adoptive father posted 
pornographic images of her at age 5 on 
the Internet. Thankfully, law enforce-
ment officials tracked and convicted 
her father. Masha now lives in 
Douglasville, Georgia, with a new and 
loving adoptive parent. However, hun-
dreds of her images are still on the 
Internet; and her photographs are some 
of the most widely downloaded pictures 
in the world. 

Mr. Speaker, we absolutely must do 
something to harshly reprimand those 
who produce, distribute and consume 
child pornography. Did you know that 
under current law the penalties for ille-
gally downloading music are three 
times higher than the penalties for 
downloading child pornography? This 
is absurd and unjust. My legislation 
would increase the statutory damages 
for victims of child exploitation and 
ensure victims can sue those who 
download their pictures. 

We must protect those who have no 
way of protecting themselves from this 
horrific and sickening crime, and I ask 
that you join me in supporting Masha’s 
law. 

f 

WILLIE VAUGHN POST OFFICE 
(Mr. DAVIS of Illinois asked and was 

given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, 
this weekend I had the fortune to at-
tend a funeral in a small rural town in 
the southeast corner of Arkansas of a 
gentleman who was 101 years old. But 
the people in that town were all ex-
cited and happy because one of our 
Members, Congressman MIKE ROSS, had 
named the Post Office in that town 
after this gentleman, Mr. Willie 
Vaughn, who had worked and been 
there almost a hundred years. I com-
mend our colleague, Representative 
MIKE ROSS, for making a lot of people 
in Southeast Arkansas very happy. 

f 

MYTH VERSUS REALITY 
(Ms. FOXX asked and was given per-

mission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Ms. FOXX. Mr. Speaker, since the 
revelation of the National Security 
Agency’s terrorist surveillance pro-
gram, we have heard all sorts of 
hysterics from the other side of the 
aisle. I think now is the time to sepa-
rate myth from reality. 

Allegations that the NSA program is 
illegal are a myth. The reality is that 

the President’s authority to authorize 
this program is firmly based in both 
his constitutional authority as Com-
mander-in-Chief and in the authoriza-
tion for use of military force which 
passed Congress after 9/11. 

Allegations that the NSA program is 
a domestic eavesdropping program 
used to spy on innocent Americans are 
a myth. The reality is that this pro-
gram is narrowly focused, aimed only 
at international calls and targeted at 
al Qaeda and related groups. There are 
safeguards in place to protect the civil 
liberties of Americans. 

Allegations that NSA activities vio-
late the fourth amendment are a myth. 
The reality is that that program is 
consistent with the Constitution’s pro-
tections of civil liberties, including 
fourth amendment protections. 

There are people who want you to be-
lieve this program is targeting average 
Americans. Nothing could be further 
from the truth. 

f 

ROYALTY HOLIDAY FOR MAJOR 
OIL COMPANIES 

(Mr. GEORGE MILLER of California 
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. GEORGE MILLER of California. 
Mr. Speaker, Members of the House, 
today in the New York Times Ameri-
cans were told that not only had the 
Congress passed a royalty holiday for 
major oil companies but in the most 
recent energy bill they had expanded 
and extended that royal holiday. So we 
have the situation today where a bill, a 
law that was passed many, many years 
ago when the price of energy was very 
low, has been kept on the book in spite 
of efforts to try and repeal it by myself 
and others. And now with world oil 
prices in excess of $60 a barrel and the 
oil company profits of the majors at 
historical record highs by all of the 
major oil companies, the Federal Gov-
ernment is going to continue to pro-
vide a royalty holiday to those oil com-
panies that will cost us, at a minimum, 
over $7 billion in the next 5 years and 
maybe an additional 35 to $40 billion 
over that same period of time. 

The time has come for Congress to 
stop this program, to insist upon the 
renegotiation of these leases; and if the 
oil companies will not participate in 
that renegotiation they should not be 
allowed to bid on Federal land owned 
by the taxpayers of this country and 
continue to be able to rip off the tax-
payers of this country. 

f 

INTERNATIONAL STRENGTH ON 
IRANIAN REGIME 

(Mr. WILSON of South Carolina 
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr. 
Speaker, Mahmoud Ahmadinejad, the 

controlled President of Iran, continues 
to deny the horrors of the Holocaust 
and encourage the elimination of 
Israel. As his message of hatred and fa-
naticism grows louder each day, the se-
riousness of his nuclear ambitions has 
become increasingly obvious. 

Last week, the IAEA Board of Gov-
ernors, including our allies, India, Can-
ada and Australia, voted overwhelm-
ingly to report Iran to the U.N. Secu-
rity Council. Although the Bush Ad-
ministration built a case for inter-
national unity, Iran’s President per-
sists in his quest for nuclear weapons. 
The U.N. must act quickly and strong-
ly to hold Iran accountable for vio-
lating the nuclear nonproliferation 
treaty. 

During the Cold War, Ronald Reagan 
advocated peace through strength. As 
the Iranian regime continues to under-
mine peace and stability, leaders of 
free nations must work together to se-
riously address this grave threat. While 
the Iranian president, chosen by a fixed 
system, continues to pursue his agenda 
of terror, the Iranian people deserve a 
brighter future of economic expansion, 
not a warmongering leader. 

In conclusion, God bless our troops, 
and we will never forget September 11. 

f 

RUNAWAY SPENDING IN 
WASHINGTON 

(Mr. PENCE asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. PENCE. Mr. Speaker, the head-
lines announcing one scandal after an-
other have grieved the heart of the 
American people and have eroded pub-
lic confidence in our national govern-
ment’s commitment to governing of 
the highest moral caliber. 

The Bible says that righteousness ex-
alts a nation, so the converse must also 
be true. So Congress is preparing to 
fight for ethics reform, not because 
such scandals hurt our party but be-
cause they do hurt the Nation. But as 
we reform our rules of ethics we will do 
so with the understanding that these 
are but symptoms of the core problem. 
The real scandal in Washington, D.C., 
is runaway Federal spending. 

Fiscal and moral integrity are in-
separable issues. So it is not enough to 
change the way lobbyists spend their 
money, Mr. Speaker. We must change 
the way Congress spends the people’s 
money. Only by marrying budget re-
form and ethics reform can we hope to 
restore the confidence of the American 
people in the fiscal and moral integrity 
of our national legislature. 

f 

COMMUNICATION FROM THE 
CLERK OF THE HOUSE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
ISSA) laid before the House the fol-
lowing communication from the Clerk 
of the House of Representatives: 
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