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strengths, we will keep our economy 
moving forward and extend prosperity 
for all Americans. 

GEORGE W. BUSH.
THE WHITE HOUSE, February 2006. 

f 

COMMUNICATION FROM THE 
CLERK OF THE HOUSE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Clerk of the House of 
Representatives: 

OFFICE OF THE CLERK, 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 

Washington, DC, February 13, 2006. 
Hon. J. DENNIS HASTERT, 
The Speaker, House of Representatives, Wash-

ington, DC. 
DEAR MR. SPEAKER: Pursuant to the per-

mission granted in Clause 2(h) of rule II of 
the rules of the U.S. House of Representa-
tives, the Clerk received the following mes-
sage from the Secretary of the Senate on 
February 13, 2006, at 2:50 pm: 

That the Senate passed S. 2275. 
With best wishes, I am, 

Sincerely, 
KAREN L. HAAS, 

Clerk of the House 

f 

COMMUNICATION FROM THE 
CLERK OF THE HOUSE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Clerk of the House of 
Representatives: 

OFFICE OF THE CLERK, 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 

Washington, DC, February 13, 2006. 
Hon. J. DENNIS HASTERT, 
The Speaker, House of Representatives, Wash-

ington, DC. 
DEAR MR. SPEAKER: Pursuant to the per-

mission granted in Clause 2(h) of rule II of 
the Rules of the U.S. House of Representa-
tives, the Clerk received the following mes-
sage from the Secretary of the Senate on 
February 10, 2006, at 10:05 a.m.: 

That the Senate passed with an amend-
ment H.R. 22. 

That the Senate agreed to H. Con. Res 331. 
That the Senate passed S. 2166. 
Appointment: 
United States-China Economic Security 

Review Commission. 
With best wishes, I am, 

Sincerely, 
KAREN L. HAAS, 

Clerk of the House. 

f 

COMMUNICATION FROM RANKING 
MEMBER OF COMMITTEE ON 
WAYS AND MEANS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Honorable Charles B. 
Rangel, Ranking Member, Committee 
on Ways and Means: 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
COMMITTEE ON WAYS AND MEANS, 

Washington DC, February 13, 2006. 
DEAR SPEAKER HASTERT: Pursuant to sec-

tion 11142 of SAFETEA–LU (P.L. 109–59), I 
hereby appoint to the National Surface 
Transportation Infrastructure Financing 
Commission the following individuals: 

Mr. Elliot (Lee) Sander, Director of the 
Rudin Center for Transportation Policy and 
Management at New York University, and 
Senior Vice President and Director of Stra-
tegic Development at DMJM Harris, of New 
York City, New York. 

Mr. Craig Lentzsch, CEO of Coach USA and 
KBUS Holdings, of Dallas, Texas. 

Sincerely, 
CHARLES B. RANGEL, 

Ranking Member. 

f 

COMMUNICATION FROM THE OF-
FICE OF THE 50TH DISTRICT OF 
CALIFORNIA 

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from Nancy Lifset, Office of 
the 50th District of California: 

CONGRESS OF THE UNITED STATES, 
Washington, DC, February 8, 2006. 

Hon. DENNIS HASTERT, 
Speaker of the House, House of Representatives, 

Washington, DC. 
DEAR MR. SPEAKER: This is to notify you 

formally, pursuant to Rule VIII of the Rules 
of the House of Representatives, that I have 
been served with a grand jury subpoena, 
issued by the U.S. District Court for the 
Southern District of California, for testi-
mony. 

After consultation with counsel, I have de-
termined that compliance with the subpoena 
is consistent with the precedents and privi-
leges of the House. 

Sincerely, 
NANCY LIFSET, 

Office of the 50th District of California. 

f 

MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT 

A message in writing from the Presi-
dent of the United States was commu-
nicated to the House by Ms. Wanda 
Evans, one of his secretaries. 

f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, the Chair 
will postpone further proceedings 
today on motions to suspend the rules 
on which a recorded vote or the yeas 
and nays are ordered, or on which the 
vote is objected to under clause 6 of 
rule XX. 

Record votes on postponed questions 
will be taken after 6:30 p.m. today. 

f 

SENSE OF CONGRESS REGARDING 
THE CONTRIBUTION OF THE USO 
TO OUR ARMED FORCES 

Mr. MILLER of Florida. Mr. Speaker, 
I move to suspend the rules and agree 
to the concurrent resolution (H. Con. 
Res. 322) expressing the Sense of Con-
gress regarding the contribution of the 
USO to the morale and welfare of our 
servicemen and women of our armed 
forces and their families, as amended. 

The Clerk read as follows: 
H. CON. RES. 322 

Whereas the United Service Organizations, 
Incorporated (the USO), a nonprofit, chari-

table organization, was founded in 1941 to 
provide morale and recreation services to 
military personnel and in 2006 is celebrating 
its 65th anniversary of service to United 
States servicemembers around the world; 

Whereas the USO is chartered by Congress 
and is endorsed by the President and the De-
partment of Defense to provide morale, wel-
fare, and recreation-type services to mem-
bers of the Armed Forces and their families; 

Whereas the USO operates 124 centers 
around the world, including six mobile can-
teens, through which support is provided to 
members of the Armed Forces and their fam-
ilies, who visit those facilities more than 
5,000,000 times per year; 

Whereas the USO relies on over 33,000 vol-
unteers providing approximately 400,000 
hours of service per year, in both peacetime 
and time of conflict; 

Whereas the USO plays an important role 
in contributing to the success of the Nation’s 
military mission by providing a reliable pri-
vate connection directly supporting the mo-
rale, welfare, and recreational needs of the 
members of the Armed Forces; and 

Whereas the crucial link to home provided 
by the USO is made possible through the 
generous contributions of more than 1,000,000 
American citizens and scores of corpora-
tions: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved by the House of Representatives (the 
Senate concurring), That Congress extends its 
appreciation to the United Service Organiza-
tions, Incorporated (the USO), on its 65th an-
niversary and recognizes that the work of 
that organization in supporting the members 
of the Armed Forces and their families is a 
valued contribution to the success and mis-
sion of the Armed Forces. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from 
Florida (Mr. MILLER) and the gen-
tleman from Texas (Mr. REYES) each 
will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Florida. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. MILLER of Florida. Mr. Speaker, 

I ask unanimous consent that all Mem-
bers may have 5 legislative days within 
which to revise and extend their re-
marks and include extraneous material 
on the resolution currently under con-
sideration. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Florida? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. MILLER of Florida. Mr. Speaker, 

I yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. 

Mr. Speaker, the United Service Or-
ganizations, established on February 4 
of 1941, has become a national treasure. 
In every war and every theater of oper-
ation since World War II where Ameri-
cans have been deployed, the USO has 
been there to entertain and to increase 
the morale and welfare of the men and 
women in the military and their fami-
lies. As the chairman of the USO Cau-
cus it is my pleasure to bring this reso-
lution to the floor today. 

When the organization was formed, 
the military was expanding rapidly for 
the impending conflict. Between 1940 
and 1944 the size of our military grew 
from 50,000 to over 12 million. At its 
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high point during the Second World 
War the USO had over 3,000 clubs and 
1.5 million volunteers to provide serv-
ices to military personnel. On the en-
tertainment side, the U.S. provided 
428,521 shows and performances. To put 
this figure into perspective around the 
world, the USO would do sometimes 700 
shows a day. It estimates that over 
7,000 entertainers were sent overseas to 
entertain our troops. 

Today, USO facilities are visited over 
5 million times a year; and although 
the USO does have a paid staff, the 
bulk of the service that they provide is 
through 12,000 volunteers who donate 
over 450,000 hours annually. 

In 2005, the USO sent out over 50 ce-
lebrity entertainment tours. Almost 
200,000 servicemembers in some 30 
countries were visited by these tours. 
The USO has distributed over 750,000 
care packages to deploying service-
members, and last year they had three 
care package stuffing parts right here 
on Capitol Hill for troops deploying to 
Iraq and Afghanistan. I have helped 
stuff packages myself, as have many 
other Members of Congress and their 
staff. We have to date stuffed and sent 
12,000 care packages. My goal is to in-
crease that number to 20,000 a year. It 
is the least that we as Members of Con-
gress can do. 

H. Con. Res. 322 will recognize the 
thousands of men and women, mostly 
volunteers, who have made the USO 
possible, for without them the USO 
would not be half of what it is. 

Every time I have the opportunity to 
go overseas to Iraq, Afghanistan, to 
Bosnia and other areas of operation 
around the world, the men and women 
tell me all the time, send us more USO 
shows. 

b 1430 

Send us more of those USO care 
packages. To me, Mr. Speaker, that 
says that our USO continues to be the 
single most important morale booster 
to our men and women serving over-
seas. From the Second World War to 
Iraq, the USO has been there and is 
there today, and we are here for the 
men and women of the USO. 

God bless them and the incredible 
work that they do. 

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. REYES. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self such time as I may consume. 

Mr. Speaker, as co-chair of the USO 
Congressional Caucus, I join my col-
league and good friend, Congressman 
MILLER, on the House Armed Services 
Committee, who is our founding co- 
chair of the USO Caucus, in support of 
House Concurrent Resolution 322. This 
resolution recognizes the 65th anniver-
sary of the United Service Organiza-
tions and extends Congress’s apprecia-
tion to the USO for 65 years of dedi-
cated service in support of our Armed 
Forces and their families. 

I have personally seen the impact of 
the USO on the lives of our Nation’s 
military during visits, as my colleague 
mentioned, to Iraq, Afghanistan, and 
military facilities around the world. I 
have also seen the work of the USO 
closer to home. The congressional care 
package stuffing party, which was held 
in the Rayburn foyer last September, 
helped provide care packages stuffed by 
Members of Congress and our staffs for 
soldiers deploying from the Conti-
nental United States Replacement Cen-
ter in my district at Fort Bliss, Texas. 

Also at Fort Bliss in December, the 
USO established a Wounded Warrior 
Room at William Beaumont Army 
Medical Center, providing soldiers re-
covering from combat injuries a place 
to relax during their treatment. And 
later this spring, the USO will open a 
new center on the main post of Fort 
Bliss to serve both those currently sta-
tioned at Fort Bliss and also the nearly 
20,000 soldiers who will be coming to El 
Paso as part of the decision of BRAC 
and the overseas rebasing troop move-
ments. 

While we see every day the good 
things that the USO does for our sol-
diers, sailors, airmen, and marines, 
many Americans may not remember 
how the USO came into existence. The 
year was 1941, and President Franklin 
D. Roosevelt challenged six private or-
ganizations to take responsibility for 
the leave recreation of the armed serv-
ices. The six organizations were the 
Salvation Army; the Young Men’s 
Christian Association, the YMCA; the 
Young Women’s Christian Association, 
the YWCA; the National Catholic Com-
munity Services; National Travelers 
Aid Association; and the National Jew-
ish Welfare Board. These six organiza-
tions pooled their resources together 
and became known as the United Serv-
ice Organizations, or more commonly 
referred to today as the USO. The USO 
incorporated on February 4, 1941, and 
remains a private nonprofit organiza-
tion that is supported entirely by over 
1 million American citizens and hun-
dreds of corporations. 

Back in its early days, USO facilities 
were opened in such unlikely places as 
churches, log cabins, museums, castles, 
barns, beach clubs and yacht clubs, 
railroad sleeping cars, and even some 
storefronts. These USO facilities were 
many things to so many people, a place 
to see movies or a place to dance and 
meet people, a quiet place to talk or 
write letters back home, a place to find 
religious counsel, and always a place to 
go for free coffee and doughnuts. By 
1944, the USO had more than 3,000 clubs 
across the country. However, by 1947 
the USO had all but disbanded. 

During the Korean war, the USO 
eventually reopened 24 clubs world-
wide; and during the conflict in Viet-
nam, the first USO opened in a combat 
zone. It is here where I can tell you, 
Mr. Speaker, that I have personal 

knowledge of just what the USO means 
to a young soldier far away from home, 
bringing a little bit of home to a com-
bat zone. 

As the draw-down in Vietnam ended, 
the USO began to provide new pro-
grams to help servicemembers and 
their families transition back into ci-
vilian life. With the current conflicts 
in Iraq and Afghanistan, the USO 
opened its first center in Afghanistan, 
the Pat Tillman USO Center, at 
Bagram Air Base in 2005. Today there 
are more than 124 airport and family 
centers worldwide, located in 10 coun-
tries and 21 States. 

The USO is also recognized for its en-
tertainment effort on behalf of our 
servicemembers and their families. In 
fact, one cannot recognize the USO and 
not remember that the most beloved 
and recognized entertainer, the great 
Bob Hope, was part of the heart and 
soul of the USO. Bob Hope began his 
first USO tour in 1942 and continued to 
entertain and support our troops for 
more than five decades. Bob Hope 
brought laughter and joy to thousands 
of men and women deployed around the 
world, and he and other entertainers 
volunteered to entertain the troops 
both in the United States and abroad, 
often under some of the most trying 
situations and conditions. 

Today that same commitment and 
dedicated spirit lives on in the hun-
dreds of entertainers that have volun-
teered and continue to support our de-
ployed troops in Operation Iraqi Free-
dom and Operation Enduring Freedom, 
as well as other bases around the 
world. 

Today the USO continues its out-
standing achievement under the lead-
ership of president and chief executive 
officer Ned Powell; chief of staff Sarah 
Farnsworth; and senior staff, Michael 
Farley, John Hanson, Keith Weaver, 
Bruce Townsend, and Hilary Welch; 
and the contributions from the USO 
World Board of Governors. These great 
people continue to help build and sus-
tain the USO. But the most critical 
component of the USO and what makes 
it so special and what makes it so 
unique are the over 33,000 volunteers 
and paid staff members who contribute 
over 400,000 hours of service annually. 
These are people that are the heart and 
soul of the USO and provide direct 
comfort and assistance to our troops 
and their families, and I want to thank 
them all and honor them for their serv-
ice to our troops and their families. 

Congress also recognizes the impor-
tant role that the USO plays in support 
of our servicemembers and their fami-
lies; and to further provide support to 
the USO, it established the USO Con-
gressional Caucus. As co-chair of the 
caucus, I am pleased that over 150 of 
my colleagues have joined that effort 
to enhance the outreach to our sol-
diers, sailors, airmen, marines, coast 
guardsmen, and their families. 
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So today, Mr. Speaker, I urge my col-

leagues to join me in support of this 
great resolution. 

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. MILLER of Florida. Mr. Speaker, 
I yield such time as he may consume to 
the gentleman from South Carolina 
(Mr. WILSON), a gentleman who has 
three sons serving in our Armed Forces 
today, one of whom returned from serv-
ice in Iraq last year. 

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr. 
Speaker, I urge support for House Con-
current Resolution 322, and I appre-
ciate the leadership of my Armed Serv-
ices Committee seatmate JEFF MILLER 
for authoring the resolution. He and 
his wife, Vicky, are tireless advocates 
for our military heroes who protect 
American families. I am also grateful 
for the USO Caucus leadership of Con-
gressman JEFF MILLER and SYLVESTRE 
REYES, two of the most dedicated Mem-
bers of Congress. 

Created in 1941 by the request of 
President Franklin D. Roosevelt, the 
United Service Organizations delivers 
encouragement and optimism to our 
brave men and women in uniform. The 
USO is ably led by president and CEO 
Ned Powell, who is a distinguished 
graduate of Washington and Lee Uni-
versity in Virginia. 

Throughout the past six decades, the 
USO has evolved continuously to meet 
our soldiers’ needs during wartime and 
peacetime. From operating clubs where 
troops can meet, to sponsoring Bob 
Hope’s historic shows, the organization 
has a tremendous record of providing 
critical comfort and aid to our service-
members. Today, with the help of 12,000 
volunteers providing nearly 450,000 
hours of service per year, the USO op-
erates 124 centers and six mobile can-
teens around the world. On the State 
level, we have had outstanding pro-
grams such as in South Carolina with 
Redd Reynolds entertaining National 
Guard troops. 

I am proud to join Congressman JEFF 
MILLER and Congressman SYLVESTRE 
REYES in congratulating the USO for 
its 65th anniversary of dedicated serv-
ice. As American soldiers risk their 
lives in the war on terrorism to protect 
American families, the USO’s mission 
is more important than ever. I appre-
ciate the USO firsthand from my 
knowledge as a Member of Congress, a 
31-year veteran, and as the parent of 
three sons currently serving in the 
military. 

In conclusion, God bless our troops 
and we will never forget September 11. 

Mr. EDWARDS. Mr. Speaker, I rise in 
strong support of this resolution and thank my 
colleagues from Florida and Texas for intro-
ducing it. 

Established on February 4, 1941, at the di-
rection of President Roosevelt and chartered 
by Congress in 1979, the USO has long pro-
vided generously for the morale and welfare of 
our troops. Through their various programs, 

events and campaigns, the USO extends a 
touch of home to the men and women of our 
nation’s military. The USO benefits from the 
generosity of many Americans, as the bulk of 
the service delivery is provided by 12,000 vol-
unteers who donate over 450,000 hours annu-
ally. 

Funded through the generous contributions 
of the American people, organizations and 
corporations, the USO operates 124 centers 
worldwide and 6 mobile canteens. With over-
seas centers located in Germany, Italy, 
France, the United Arab Emirates, Bahrain, 
Iceland, Bosnia, Japan, Qatar, Korea and Ku-
wait; the USO has built an extensive net-
work—with service members and their families 
visiting USO centers more than 5 million times 
each year. 

Many of us in this Chamber have partici-
pated in or witnessed firsthand the good work 
done by the USO for many of our constituents. 
Since 2003 the USO has distributed over 1 
million prepaid phone cards as part of Oper-
ation Phone Home. The cards have been dis-
tributed in Iraq, Afghanistan, hospitals, and 
even to service members impacted by Hurri-
cane Katrina. In 2005 the USO sent out over 
50 celebrity entertainment tours. Almost 
200,000 service members in 30 countries 
were visited by these tours. Additionally, over 
750,000 care packages were delivered to de-
ploying service members. Last year the USO 
held three care package stuffing parties on 
Capitol Hill for troops deploying to Iraq and Af-
ghanistan, where Members of Congress and 
Staff were able to assemble about 12,000 
care packages. 

More than just entertainment, the USO also 
provides critical services such as ‘‘newcomer’’ 
briefings for troops and family members and 
new spouses; family crisis counseling and 
support groups for families separated by de-
ployments; housing assistance; and nursery 
facilities. 

Mr. Speaker, as co-chair of the House USO 
Caucus, it gives me great pride to rise in 
strong support of this resolution and in support 
of the USO for all of the work they have done 
for our military community and our nation. 

Mr. EVANS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
strong support of H. Con. Res. 322, acknowl-
edging the contributions of the United Service 
Organization to the morale and welfare of the 
servicemen and women of our armed forces 
and their families. 

It is with great honor I join Congressman 
REYES and my fellow colleagues in supporting 
the United Service Organization (USO), an or-
ganization I know well as a Vietnam-era Ma-
rine. The USO was formed in response to a 
1941 request from President Franklin D. Roo-
sevelt for the purpose of providing the men 
and women of the Armed Forces with comfort, 
hospitality, and recreation. The USO continues 
to successfully fulfill this mission in collabora-
tion with the U.S. government and numerous 
private organizations. 

Since the opening of the first center in 1963, 
the USO has grown to over 120 centers world-
wide, ranging from Seattle, Washington to 
Seoul, Korea. Annually, 12,000 volunteers do-
nate 450,000 hours of their time assembling 
and delivering over 750,000 care packages to 
deployed service members. Last year, Mem-
bers of Congress and their staff participated in 

three care package stuffing events that as-
sembled about 12,000 packages for troops de-
ploying to Iraq and Afghanistan. 

As our military continues to grow and 
change, the mission of the USO also con-
tinues to expand and incorporate new ideas to 
better serve our servicemen and women. In 
2003, the USO began ‘‘Operation Phone 
Home,’’ which distributed over one million pre-
paid phone cards to our troops, enabling them 
to communicate with family members while 
stationed overseas. 

The most well-known programs sponsored 
by the USO are the Celebrity Entertainment 
shows, which have proven to be an effective 
morale booster. In 2005, the USO sent over 
50 celebrity entertainment tours in 30 coun-
tries, which were attended by almost 200,000 
service members. Longtime USO entertainer, 
Bob Hope, is perhaps the most memorable 
advocate of the USO. His legacy continues to 
inspire and attract celebrities, entertainers, 
and the American people to donate their time 
and talents in support of the troops. 

The USO provides a channel for American 
citizens to express appreciation and admira-
tion to those who bravely defend the United 
States overseas, and to let our military men 
and women know they are cared for and not 
forgotten. The USO embodies the generous 
spirit of the American people and their unwav-
ering support for our servicemen and women. 
On the 65th Birthday of the USO, I, sincerely 
extend my thanks for providing so much sup-
port and comfort to our Armed Forces. 

Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, 
I rise in support of H. Con. Res. 322, recog-
nizing the importance of the United Service 
Organization’s (USO) many contributions and 
to their vital role in the betterment of the lives 
of our servicemen and women. 

We are sending an increasing number of 
soldiers, both enlisted and reserve, to serve in 
locations far from home, which shows that the 
USO’s work is just as necessary today as it 
was 65 years ago. In 1941, President Franklin 
D. Roosevelt challenged 6 private organiza-
tions to provide morale boosting support for 
our servicemen and women. The USO has 
met that challenge head-on. 

As a member of the congressional USO 
Caucus, and a member who has visited war 
zones around the world throughout my years 
in Congress, I have seen evidence of the 
services they provide our soldiers and the 
value of these welcoming facilities. 

The organization is well-know for inviting 
Hollywood entertainers to perform concerts, 
boosting morale, and providing temporary re-
prieve from the daily stresses of their profes-
sion. However, the USO provides more than 
just mere entertainment for the armed serv-
ices, offering less publicly known programs, 
such as crisis counseling and support groups 
for both military personnel and their families. 

The USO operates 124 of these facilities 
around the world, including 49 overseas. As a 
testament of their good work and its commit-
ment to expanding its efforts, the USO just 
opened its newest facility in Kuwait, just two 
weeks shy of the organization’s 65th birthday. 
This center is the 6th in the Persian Gulf re-
gion, showing that the organization has contin-
ued with its tradition of providing support 
where support is needed, be that at home, or 
halfway around the world. 
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For soldiers unable to meet their families at 

a facility, the organization reaches out pro-
viding phone cards and care packages, so 
that at the very least, they can hear a familiar 
and soothing voice, and enjoys a taste of 
home. 

The USO’s charter may be signed into law, 
but it still operates as a non-profit, charitable 
organization relying on both private contribu-
tions and support of volunteers. Thankfully, 
the organization is in no short supply of either 
with scores of companies and 33,000 volun-
teers offering their support. The USO serves 
as the bridge between concerned citizens 
wanting to make a difference, and our service-
men in need of assistance. With that said, I 
can not understate the value of the organiza-
tion’s work in enhancing both the lives of sol-
diers on the ground, and their families’ safe at 
home. For all of the aforementioned reasons I 
hope my colleagues will vote to recognize the 
many contributions the USO has made in en-
hancing the lives of our soldiers. 

Ms. BORDALLO. Mr. Speaker, I rise to 
today in support of House Concurrent Resolu-
tion 322 to recognize the outstanding contribu-
tions of the United Service Organization 
(USO) to the morale and welfare of our serv-
icemen and women in the U.S. Armed Forces 
and their families. I also take this occasion to 
commend the USO upon their 65th anniver-
sary. 

The USO has served as a source of sup-
port, entertainment, and morale for American 
troops since its chartering in 1941. Established 
at the request of President Franklin Delano 
Roosevelt, the USO has served our Nation’s 
servicemen and women ever since. I com-
mend the efforts of those six civilian agen-
cies—the Salvation Army, Young Men’s Chris-
tian Association, Young Women’s Christian 
Association, National Catholic Community 
Service, National Travelers Aid Association 
and the National Jewish Welfare Board—that 
came together in support of our troops in cre-
ating the USO, bringing about its official incor-
poration in New York on February 4, 1941. 

The USO has strong ties to Guam. Bur-
geoning with U.S. military personnel following 
the liberation of the island, the USO first came 
to Guam in the early 1950s. Delivering enter-
tainment and laughs to those serving on 
Guam, the USO’s work on Guam was but a 
small glimpse of its work lifting the morale of 
servicemen and women around the world. 

The combat zones of the past included 
Korea, Vietnam and Kuwait. Today the USO 
brings entertainment to our men and women 
serving in Iraq, Afghanistan and the Horn of 
Africa among many other places. For 65 
years, wherever you found America’s military, 
you found the USO, no matter the location or 
the danger. 

The USO not only brings entertainment, a 
piece of home and a smile to troops deployed 
abroad through its shows, but serves as a 
‘‘home away from home’’ for servicemen and 
women in 124 centers around the world. I am 
pleased to state that this proud tradition will 
soon be resurrected on Guam. The USO will 
re-open its Guam branch on March 23, 2006. 
With the military presence on Guam steadily 
growing, the USO has once more answered 
the call to service. With growing unease in 
Asia, the strategic location of Guam is increas-

ingly valued. The men and women who serve 
on the island provide stability to the region 
and security to our Nation. The USO will once 
again ensure that these men and women, their 
families and their guests nonetheless always 
have the support they need. No doubt this 
branch will also bring to Guam many of the 
USO’s trademark shows. 

Let me take this chance to say, on behalf of 
the people of Guam, welcome back to the 
USO. As we say on Guam, Hafa Adai and Si 
Yu’os Ma’ase (thank you) for their work. 

Our Nation enjoys a spirit of brotherhood, of 
service and of charity that is a reflection of a 
national value of selfless service. The USO 
embodies this national value. And the people 
who are the USO live this national value. Over 
12,000 volunteers donate over 450,000 hours 
annually thereby allowing the USO to serve 
our Nation’s greatest servants. Not to be for-
gotten are the celebrities and entertainers that 
often headline USO tours, lending their time 
and talents to honor those people who provide 
them the very opportunity to live the American 
dream they have realized. And providing the 
foundation upon which the USO can operate 
are countless thousands of U.S. donors, both 
private and corporate, who make giving a cen-
terpiece of their lives. 

I join my colleagues in commending the 
USO and all of the men and women who over 
time and who now make up this great organi-
zation for the service they provide to those 
who serve our Nation in uniform. Like our mili-
tary men and women, you too are heroes. You 
are what makes America great. God Bless the 
USO, God Bless our men and women serving 
around the world today and God Bless Amer-
ica. 

Mr. MORAN of Virginia. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to pay tribute to the United Service Or-
ganizations, whose world headquarters are lo-
cated in my district and this year will celebrate 
its 65th anniversary of serving the men and 
women of our armed forces. 

At the direction of President Franklin D. 
Roosevelt the USO was formed in 1941 as a 
means of promoting troop morale by providing 
entertainment, recreation and support. Relying 
solely on charitable contributions and the gen-
erosity of individuals, the USO has served 
troops in each American conflict since World 
War II. 

Perhaps at its most well known during 
World War II, the USO provided over 400,000 
shows and performances to our armed forces, 
sending 7,000 performers overseas and per-
forming as many as 700 shows in a single 
day. It was during this time that the great Bob 
Hope first performed for our soldiers. His fa-
mous USO career spanned six decades, 
headlining over 60 tours and delivering count-
less one-liners. In 1997, the USO successfully 
worked with Congress to designate Bob Hope 
the first honorary veteran of the U.S. armed 
forces. 

Today the USO is still going strong. In 2005, 
the USO sponsored over 50 celebrity enter-
tainment tours, visiting nearly 200,000 service 
members in over 30 countries. The volunteer 
base has grown to over 12,000 people who 
donate over 450,000 hours of service each 
year. 

The USO, however, provides more than just 
uplifting entertainment to our troops. Over 

750,000 handmade care packages were sent 
to service members deploying to Iraq and Af-
ghanistan last year. Additionally, the USO has 
made communication to the home front more 
affordable and accessible through the Oper-
ation Phone Home which distributed over one 
million prepaid phone cards to deployed 
troops. 

All of this would not be possible were it not 
for the dedication of the USO staff and volun-
teers who so graciously give their time and 
energy to help those who are defending our 
Nation. Mr. Speaker, I ask that you join me in 
commending the USO and its members for all 
of their work and in congratulating them on 65 
years of dedicated services to our troops. 

Mr. FALEOMAVAEGA. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today in support of H. Con. Res. 322, express-
ing the sense of Congress regarding the con-
tribution of the USO to the morale and welfare 
of our service men and women of our Armed 
Forces and their families. 

I commend my colleagues Mr. MILLER and 
Mr. REYES for giving us this opportunity to ex-
press our appreciation to the USO for the 
service they provide to our country through 
their work with our military forces throughout 
the world. 

I believe the United Service Organizations, 
USO, is best known to the public for bringing 
in diverse celebrity musicians, comedians and 
actors to entertain and to boost the morale of 
our troops around the world, including such fa-
miliar names as Wayne Newton, Robin Wil-
liams, actor Gary Sinise, the Dallas Cowboy 
Cheerleaders, and even including a son of my 
own district, Dwayne Johnson—the Rock. 

What is less widely known is the existence 
of other important programs and services the 
USO has developed to support our troops, 
such as family crisis counseling; housing as-
sistance; airport service centers; libraries and 
reading rooms; telephone, internet, and e-mail 
capabilities; support groups for families sepa-
rated by deployments; and USO centers—on- 
and off-base—to provide relaxing and whole-
some recreational activities to our service 
members and their families. In fact, the USO 
currently operates more than 120 centers 
around the world, including centers in Ger-
many, Italy, France, Bahrain, Bosnia, Japan, 
Qatar, and Kuwait. 

I note that the USO is a private, nonprofit 
organization relying on donations from private 
citizens, organizations and corporations to 
support their mission. The USO credits its suc-
cess in large part to the services of more than 
12,000 volunteers, who provide some 450,000 
hours of service annually to support our 
troops. 

I am a proud supporter of our military troops 
and a proud member of the USO Congres-
sional Caucus. In my opinion, the work the 
USO has been doing for the past 65 years is 
vital to the morale and welfare of our men and 
women in the Armed Forces. For this reason, 
I am honored to have this opportunity to speak 
in support of H. Con. Res. 322 and recognize 
the USO for their invaluable contributions to 
the success of our U.S. military. 

I urge my colleagues to support H. Con. 
Res. 322. 

Mr. REYES. Mr. Speaker, I have no 
further requests for time, and I yield 
back the balance of my time. 
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CONGRESSIONAL RECORD—HOUSE 1533 February 14, 2006 
Mr. MILLER of Florida. Mr. Speaker, 

I have no further requests for time, and 
I yield back the balance of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
ISSA). The question is on the motion of-
fered by the gentleman from Florida 
(Mr. MILLER) that the House suspend 
the rules and agree to the concurrent 
resolution, H. Con. Res. 322, as amend-
ed. 

The question was taken. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the 

opinion of the Chair, two-thirds of 
those present have voted in the affirm-
ative. 

Mr. MILLER of Florida. Mr. Speaker, 
on that I demand the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-

ant to clause 8 of rule XX and the 
Chair’s prior announcement, further 
proceedings on this question will be 
postponed. 

f 

SUPPORTING THE GOALS AND 
IDEALS OF A DAY OF HEARTS, 
CONGENITAL HEART DEFECT 
DAY 
Mrs. MILLER of Michigan. Mr. 

Speaker, I move to suspend the rules 
and agree to the resolution (H. Res. 
629) supporting the goals and ideals of 
a Day of Hearts, Congenital Heart De-
fect Day in order to increase awareness 
about congenital heart defects, and for 
other purposes. 

The Clerk read as follows: 
H. RES. 629 

Whereas congenital heart defects are struc-
tural problems with the heart that are 
present at birth; 

Whereas such defects range in severity 
from simple problems, such as ‘‘holes’’ be-
tween chambers of the heart, to very severe 
malformations, such as the complete absence 
of one or more chambers or valves of the 
heart; 

Whereas more than one million Americans 
have some form of a congenital heart defect 
and such defect is the number one cause of 
death in infants; 

Whereas out of 1000 births, eight babies 
will have some form of a congenital heart 
disorder, and approximately 35,000 babies are 
born with such defects each year; 

Whereas twice as many children die each 
year from congenital heart disease compared 
with childhood cancers, yet funding for pedi-
atric cancer research is five times higher 
than such funding for congenital heart dis-
ease; 

Whereas cardiovascular disease is the Na-
tion’s leading killer in both men and women 
among all racial and ethnic groups; 

Whereas the United States has a severe 
shortage of cardiac centers that are fully 
equipped to provide care for adults living 
with complex heart defects; 

Whereas almost one million Americans die 
of cardiovascular disease each year, result-
ing in up to 42 percent of all deaths in the 
United States; 

Whereas the presence of a serious con-
genital heart defect often results in an enor-
mous emotional and financial strain on 
young families who are already in a vulner-
able stage of their lives; 

Whereas severe congenital heart disease 
requires that families dedicate extensive fi-

nancial resources for assistance and care 
both within and outside of a hospital envi-
ronment; 

Whereas congenial heart defects exceed 
more than $2.2 million a year for inpatient 
surgery alone; and 

Whereas February 14, 2006, would be an ap-
propriate day to recognize A Day for Hearts: 
Congenital Heart Defect Awareness Day: 
Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the House of Representa-
tives supports the goals and ideals of A Day 
of Hearts: Congenital Heart Defect Aware-
ness Day to— 

(1) increase awareness about congenital 
heart defects; 

(2) encourage research with respect to the 
disease; and 

(3) support the millions of Americans who 
are affected by this disease. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentlewoman from 
Michigan (Mrs. MILLER) and the gen-
tleman from Illinois (Mr. DAVIS) each 
will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentle-
woman from Michigan. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mrs. MILLER of Michigan. Mr. 

Speaker, I ask unanimous consent that 
all Members may have 5 legislative 
days within which to revise and extend 
their remarks and include extraneous 
material on the resolution under con-
sideration. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from Michigan? 

There was no objection. 
Mrs. MILLER of Michigan. Mr. 

Speaker, I yield myself such time as I 
may consume. 

H. Resolution 629, offered by the dis-
tinguished gentleman from Georgia 
(Mr. PRICE), would support the goals 
and the ideals of a Day of Hearts, Con-
genital Heart Defect Day. 

Today in the United States, heart 
disease and stroke, the basic compo-
nents of cardiovascular disease, are the 
first and third leading causes of death 
for both men and women, accounting 
for nearly 40 percent of all deaths. Over 
900,000 Americans die of cardiovascular 
disease each year, Mr. Speaker, which 
amounts to a death every 34 seconds. 
Even though this dangerous disease at-
tacks those over the age of 65 most 
commonly, the number of sudden 
deaths from heart disease among peo-
ple between the ages of 15 and 34 has 
increased dramatically. 

Along with the individual effects of 
this vastly growing disease, there is 
also a widespread economic impact. 
The U.S. health care system continues 
to be hit with the cost of heart disease 
and stroke in the U.S. Coronary heart 
disease is the leading cause of perma-
nent disability in the U.S. workforce, 
and there are over 6 million hos-
pitalizations each year due to this dis-
ease. As our population ages, the cost 
of heart disease and stroke was pro-
jected to be $394 billion in 2005, last 
year, which includes health care ex-
penditures and lost productivity from 
death and disability. 

Mr. Speaker, I would ask all Mem-
bers to support H. Resolution 629 with 
the hope that, because cardiovascular 
disease is preventable, increased 
awareness and research could enable us 
as Americans to cut down on the un-
necessary deaths due to this disease 
each year in our country. 

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

b 1445 

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, I 
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise in strong support 
of the resolution to recognize the goals 
and ideas of a Day of Hearts, and I 
commend the gentleman from Georgia 
for making use of Valentine’s Day as a 
way of highlighting and bringing 
awareness to one of our major health 
problems and health issues. 

Every year, eight out of every 1,000 
children are born with some form of 
congenital heart defect, or CHD. CHDs 
are the number one killer of infants in 
the United States, and while treatment 
is available for many of these defects, a 
number of them are not treatable. 
Sadly, too, many families lack the re-
sources necessary to obtain proper 
treatment for even the most common 
and easily treatable defects. 

Because CHDs are long-term or often 
lifelong afflictions, the life of a child 
who survives a CHD is made more dif-
ficult by restricted behavior and the la-
borious effort needed to carry out the 
daily tasks of life. 

A Day of Hearts is an international 
effort to raise awareness of this all-too- 
common problem. CHD lacks the visi-
bility of some of the diseases we all 
know well, yet the effects are no less 
tragic. Much progress needs to be made 
in fighting the disease and in finding 
and funding facilities that are dedi-
cated to cutting-edge research related 
to all aspects of CHDs, especially fac-
tors that contribute to their occur-
rence. 

In addition, developing countries are 
far behind the developing world in 
treating CHDs. Defects that are easily 
treatable here in the United States can 
be killers in those countries, and our 
sense of humanity can no longer tol-
erate easily preventible deaths from 
CHDs. 

Mr. Speaker, February 14 is a day 
that many people around the world as-
sociate with love and companionship, 
and the enduring symbol of Valentine’s 
Day is the heart. I can think of no day 
more appropriately tailored towards 
raising the public’s awareness of CHDs 
than Valentine’s Day. Therefore, I join 
in support of this important resolution 
and call upon all of my colleagues to 
support this effort so that hopefully we 
will generate the kind of awareness and 
the kind of resources that are nec-
essary to fight this tragic and debili-
tating illness. 
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