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General Theological Seminary, where he com-
pleted his seminary work and earned his mas-
ter of divinity degree. He received his doc-
torate of ministry from The United Theological 
Seminary in Dayton, Ohio. 

Ordained into the priesthood in 1965, Rev. 
Thompson served various churches and com-
munities in New York until 1988, when he was 
elected Bishop Coadjutor of the Diocese of 
Southern Ohio. In 1992, he was consecrated 
as the eighth Bishop of Southern Ohio, and 
the first African-American elected to serve the 
Diocese of Southern Ohio in this role. He was 
only the fourth African-American diocese 
bishop in the history of the Episcopal Church. 

Although he has lived in Cincinnati only 
since 1988, Rev. Thompson has had an enor-
mous and lasting impact on our community. 
For example, in 1993, he organized a com-
prehensive ‘‘Summit on Racism’’ to ease racial 
tensions within the city. He also helped to 
push forward the concept for the National Un-
derground Railroad Freedom Center. 

Throughout his ministry, he has lived by 
these words: ‘‘To reconcile, to heal, to liberate, 
to serve.’’ Rev. Thompson recently retired 
from the Diocese of Southern Ohio, but con-
tinues to be actively involved in the commu-
nity. 

Rev. Thompson has dedicated his time and 
energy to many organizations, including serv-
ing as chair of the Presiding Bishop’s Fund for 
World Relief and co-founder of Global Epis-
copal Ministries. He has also served on the 
boards of St. Augustine College, Bexley Hall 
Seminary, General Theological Seminary, 
Kenyon College, Kanuga Conference Center, 
Cincinnati Symphony Orchestra, Cincinnati 
Ballet, Cincinnati Opera and the Freedom 
Center. Among his many awards and honors 
include the Arts Consortium of Cincinnati’s 
Martin Luther King Jr. Dreamkeeper award. 

Rev. Thompson has three children and one 
grandchild. 

All of us in the Cincinnati area congratulate 
Rev. Thompson on being named a Great Liv-
ing Cincinnatian. 
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HONORING C. THOMAS KEEGEL 

HON. LINDA T. SÁNCHEZ 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, February 14, 2006 

Ms. LINDA T. SÁNCHEZ of California. Mr. 
Speaker, I rise today to recognize Mr. C. 
Thomas Keegel for his 45 years as a com-
mitted member of the International Brother-
hood of Teamsters. 

Mr. C. Thomas Keegel has been a Team-
ster since 1959, when he got his first trucking 
job and became a member of Teamsters 
Local 544 in Minneapolis, Minnesota. From 
steward to his current position of General Sec-
retary-Treasurer, Keegel has served as an 
elected Teamster officer for three decades. 

Keegel’s skills as the union’s chief financial 
officer were honed in the Minneapolis-St. Paul 
area. He built an area pension fund from $3 
million in assets to a $220 million powerhouse 
for Teamster retirees. That pension fund now 
offers a top benefit of $55,200 per year and 
excellent health coverage. 

Since taking office on March 19, 1999, 
Keegel has instituted sweeping reforms in 
every area of the Union’s finances. He has 
balanced the budget for the first time in more 
than a decade, hired skilled auditors and ac-
countants, developed programs to extend 
these reforms to Teamsters Local Unions, 
Joint Councils, Divisions and Conferences and 
has undertaken the task of strengthening the 
Union’s treasury and Strike Fund. 

Keegel has taken a leading role in enforcing 
the Hoffa administration’s commitment to run-
ning a clean union. As General Secretary- 
Treasurer, he instituted legal actions to re-
cover money stolen from the Union treasury 
by the prior administration. He created safe-
guards to ensure that no such embezzlement 
ever occurs again. Keegel lent his energy, ex-
pertise, and enthusiasm to the continuation of 
the administration’s comprehensive anti-cor-
ruption program. 

As General Secretary-Treasurer, Keegel 
aims to lift up his Teamster sisters and broth-
ers to even greater heights through his work 
as their fiscal watchdog and the guardian of 
their hard-earned dues money. 

Mr. Speaker and distinguished colleagues, 
please join me in honoring Mr. C. Thomas 
Keegel for ensuring the International Brother-
hood of Teamsters’ continued financial stability 
and accountability. 
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IN HONOR AND RECOGNITION OF 
MARTIN E. VITTARDI 

HON. DENNIS J. KUCINICH 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, February 14, 2006 

Mr. KUCINICH. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
honor and recognition of Martin E. (Marty) 
Vittardi, devoted family man, public servant, 
community leader and dedicated volunteer. 
The leaders and members of the Parma Area 
Chamber of Commerce recently named him 
as the recipient of the 2005 Individual Pride 
Award for his committed and compassionate 
volunteerism in raising funds and raising com-
munity awareness on behalf of the American 
Cancer Society. 

Marty’s journey of public service began 
nearly thirty years ago, while a student at 
John Carroll University, where he served as a 
Congressional Assistant to then United States 
Congressman Ronald Mottl. After graduating 
at the top of his class with a bachelor’s degree 
in political science, he accepted the position of 
Deputy Clerk with the Cuyahoga County 
Court. He then served for eight years as a 
Legislative Representative for the Seafarers 
Union, where he garnered vital insight into the 
political processes that took him from our local 
community to Capitol Hill. 

Marty has been entrusted with the faith and 
confidence of Parma residents and with mem-
bers of the Cuyahoga County Democratic 
Party since the early eighties, as voters have 
consistently supported him in various City and 
County elected roles. In 1982, Marty was 
elected as the Cuyahoga County Democratic 
Executive Committeeman. That same year, he 
was elected to represent residents of Ward 3 
in the City of Parma and was elected to the 
position of Ward 5 Democratic Leader. 

In 1991, Marty was elected for a six-year 
term as the Clerk of Court for the City of 
Parma Municipal Court. He was re-elected to 
a second term in 2003. In addition to his pro-
fessional endeavors, Marty has been a tireless 
volunteer and champion of numerous volun-
teer causes, and has been an active volunteer 
in many roles, including chairing school levy 
campaigns; raising funds for the Byers Field 
Foundation and Veterans Memorial; co- 
chairing fundraising drives for the American 
Cancer Society; and active leadership roles in 
several civic organizations, including the 
Parma Elks and the Parma Area Chamber of 
Commerce. Additionally, Marty is the founder 
and current chairman of the Community Lead-
ership Group, comprised of elected officials, 
business owners and community activists 
whose mission is to foster positive change 
within all levels of the Parma community 
through the power of a unified commitment, 
shared vision and collective focus. 

Marty’s leadership, achievement, and most 
vital of all, his integrity and genuine concern 
for others, is a united legacy that co-exists 
with, and is strengthened by, the integrity, 
dedication, professional and personal excel-
lence and shared vision of his partner in life— 
his wife, Lynn M. Vittardi. 

With family as the cornerstone of their lives, 
Marty and Lynn have instilled a deep sense of 
giving back to the community and service to 
others within the hearts of their own children, 
now grown. Marty and Lynn’s united focus on 
their parents, siblings, and above all, their chil-
dren, Allison, Jessica and Mark, has never 
wavered and continues to be the center of 
their lives. Their children have followed a path 
of professional excellence and service to oth-
ers, from the examples set by Marty and Lynn. 
Allison, her husband Nick and Jessica and her 
husband, Dominick, are education profes-
sionals. Their son Mark is in college, majoring 
in political science. 

Mr. Speaker and colleagues, please join me 
in honor and recognition of Martin E. Vittardi, 
for his unwavering dedication, integrity and 
outstanding public service, especially his an-
nual volunteer efforts with the American Can-
cer Society. Marty’s energy, warmth and sig-
nificant service continues to offer a light of 
hope and the promise for a better tomorrow 
within the City of Parma and throughout our 
entire community. 
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IN TRIBUTE TO ALAN AND ROMI 
SKOBIN 

HON. BRAD SHERMAN 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, February 14, 2006 

Mr. SHERMAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
pay tribute to Alan and Romi Skobin for their 
civic and philanthropic service to Los Angeles 
and the city of San Fernando and, particularly, 
their good work for the residents of my district 
in the San Fernando Valley. 

On March 26, 2006, Alan and Romi Skobin 
are being honored by the executives of the 
Los Angeles Jewish Home for the Aging for 
their outstanding involvement with the organi-
zation. Their care for the elderly residents of 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 08:57 Mar 13, 2017 Jkt 000000 PO 00000 Frm 00251 Fmt 0689 Sfmt 9920 E:\FDSYS\BOUNDRECORD\BR14FE06.DAT BR14FE06ej
oy

ne
r 

on
 D

S
K

30
M

W
08

2P
R

O
D

 w
ith

 C
O

N
G

-R
E

C
-O

N
LI

N
E



EXTENSIONS OF REMARKS1774 February 14, 2006 
the home demonstrates to all of us the impor-
tance of taking care of our parents and grand-
parents—this country’s most important na-
tional treasures. 

Mr. Speaker, Alan and Romi have a record 
of community and civic service that spans 
more than 30 years. Alan, a graduate of Cali-
fornia State University, Northridge, has been a 
longstanding business leader in the San Fer-
nando Valley. Currently he serves as vice 
president and general counsel of Galpin Mo-
tors, Inc. and is a member of the executive 
committee and board of directors. 

He has also served as a commissioner with 
the Los Angeles Police Department since 
2003. In this capacity, he has focused on the 
Community Based Policing program along with 
many other issues. His work for the city and 
the Los Angeles Police Department truly af-
fects each Angelino personally. 

Alan is a founding director and executive 
committee member of the Sheriffs Youth 
Foundation of Los Angeles County, which 
funds education and intervention programs for 
at-risk youth. Alan, a two-time cancer and 
brain tumor survivor, is also involved with Pa-
dres Contra El Cancer, a nonprofit organiza-
tion that improves the quality of life for chil-
dren with cancer. 

Romi Skobin truly exemplifies the American 
dream. Her inspirational story began when she 
came to the United States as a refugee from 
Cuba in 1969. Romi also received her edu-
cation locally, at Los Angeles Valley College, 
and began her career in public service when 
she joined the San Fernando Police Depart-
ment in 1974. She currently serves as the 
records/system administrator, the highest 
ranking civilian position in the SFPD, and is 
the city of San Fernando’s most senior em-
ployee. 

Romi has also played an important role in 
Alan’s success by raising their two successful 
children, Jeff and Jennifer, thereby allowing 
Alan to attend law school and participate in 
numerous civic activities. 

Mr. Speaker, Alan and Romi Skobin are in-
tegral parts of the San Fernando Valley com-
munity and I wish to congratulate them whole-
heartedly on being honored by the executives 
of the Los Angeles Jewish Home for the 
Aging. 
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THANKING ROSA CHEN FOR HER 
SERVICE TO THE HOUSE 

HON. VERNON J. EHLERS 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, February 14, 2006 

Mr. EHLERS. Mr. Speaker, on the occasion 
of her retirement in February 2006, I rise to 
thank Ms. Rosa Chen for 16 years of out-
standing service to the U.S. House of Rep-
resentatives. 

Rosa began her career at the House work-
ing as a senior programmer/analyst. In that 
capacity, Rosa has served this great institution 
for the last 16 years as a valuable employee 
at House Information Resources, HIR, within 
the Office of the Chief Administrative Officer. 
Rosa has made significant contributions in the 
development of the Office Systems Manage-

ment, OSM, application. The OSM application 
has been used by the CAO to control equip-
ment inventory. Most recently, Rosa has 
played a significant technical support role on 
the Fixed Assets and Inventory Management 
System, FAIMS, where she was responsible 
for Oracle Developer reports customer sup-
port, and assisted with barcode function imple-
mentation for FAIMS physical inventory. 

On behalf of the entire House community, I 
extend congratulations to Rosa for her many 
years of dedication and outstanding contribu-
tions to the U.S. House of Representatives. 
We wish Rosa many wonderful years in ful-
filling her retirement dreams. 
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PAYING TRIBUTE TO COURTNEY 
ZABLOCKI 

HON. THOMAS G. TANCREDO 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, February 14, 2006 

Mr. TANCREDO. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to pay tribute to a talented young woman from 
Highlands Ranch, CO, Ms. Courtney Zablocki. 

Courtney will proudly represent these United 
States of America in the 20th Winter Olympiad 
currently underway in Torino, Italy. Courtney 
will be competing as a slider in the women’s 
luge events during this Olympiad. 

Courtney has been training as a slider for 
the past 13 years. She will be competing in 
her second Winter Games. As a member of 
the United States Olympic women’s luge team 
in Salt Lake City, Courtney finished 13th. In 
the final World Cup event before the Olympics 
Courtney finished in a promising fifth position. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise to wish Courtney Za-
blocki a safe, successful and enjoyable Winter 
Olympics as she represents our country in 
Italy. 
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IN HONOR OF THE 2006 OHIO BUSI-
NESS WOMEN’S CONFERENCE 
AND EXPO 

HON. DENNIS J. KUCINICH 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, February 14, 2006 

Mr. KUCINICH. Mr. Speaker, please join me 
in honor and recognition of the 2006 Ohio 
Business Women’s Conference and Expo, 
held this year at Cleveland’s Cleveland Ren-
aissance Hotel & Conference Center. 

The Conference & Expo is a collaborative 
effort, presented by the Hispanic Chamber of 
Commerce for Ohio, the Small Business Ad-
ministration, the Urban League, the Northeast 
Ohio Minority Business Council (NOMBC), the 
National Association of Women Business 
Owners (NAWBO) and a coalition of Cham-
bers of Commerce throughout Ohio. The event 
promises to attract hundreds of women busi-
ness owners and numerous exhibitors. 

The organizers of the Conference & Expo 
are focused on promoting women’s business 
ventures and fostering vital connections of 
support where women entrepreneurs can find 
resources to expand and improve their busi-

ness goals. Additionally, the Conference and 
Expo will provide a forum where women busi-
ness owners can display their services and 
products to Americas leading corporations and 
public agencies dedicated to doing business 
with women-owned businesses. 

Mr. Speaker, please join me in honor and 
recognition of the 2006 Ohio Business Wom-
en’s Conference and Expo, a collaborative 
venture that promises to bolster the success 
of women business owners throughout our re-
gion. The event, while reflecting the continued 
struggle of women and minorities to attain 
economic equality and opportunity, also high-
lights the reality that through continued sup-
port and collaboration, the road to economic 
security and the attainment of professional 
dreams will be open to all women, clearing a 
path on which the next generation of women 
entrepreneurs will follow. 
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HONORING HADLEY A. WEINBERG 

HON. BRIAN HIGGINS 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, February 14, 2006 

Mr. HIGGINS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor Hadley A. Weinberg of Bemus Point, 
New York for being named by the Consumers’ 
Research Council of America to its list of best 
financial planners throughout the United 
States. 

Mr. Weinberg a partner at Weinberg Finan-
cial Group, Financial Education Resources 
and Chautauqua 401K with a total of eight af-
filiates at offices in Jamestown and Buffalo. 
He has served thousands of clients offering fi-
nancial services from wealth management to 
retirement plans and is involved with numer-
ous community organizations. 

The criteria employed by the Consumers’ 
Research Council complies its best financial 
planners list using criteria it deems valuable in 
determining its top professionals. This criteria 
includes experience, training, professional as-
sociations and financial certifications. All cri-
teria Mr. Weinberg has accomplished all of 
this in his 23 years of service to the industry. 

Mr. Weinberg has displayed extreme excel-
lence in the field of financial planning, that is 
why, Mr. Speaker, I rise to honor him today. 

f 

U.S. BUDGET CUTS WORRY 
HOSPITALS 

HON. BARNEY FRANK 
OF MASSACHUSETTS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, February 14, 2006 

Mr. FRANK of Massachusetts. Mr. Speaker, 
in the February 8 issue of the Sun Chronicle, 
published in Attleboro, Massachusetts, there is 
a very good article about the reaction of hos-
pitals to the President’s proposal to change 
the Medicare law so that future spending 
would be less on Medicare than it otherwise 
would be. 

In particular, the article quotes Linda 
Shyavitz, who is the president and CEO of 
Sturdy Memorial Hospital, an excellent med-
ical facility that serves a very important and di-
verse population in the city of Attleboro. 
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