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than forty films captured the hearts of 
moviegoers and earned the respect and admi-
ration of both colleagues and critics. In 1996, 
Mr. Penn won a Venice Film Festival Award 
for Best Supporting Actor for his performance 
in the ‘‘The Funeral.’’ He also was nominated 
for an Independent Spirit Award and a Genie 
Award. 

Mr. Speaker, please join me in honor and 
remembrance of Christopher Penn, whose 
young life was framed by family, friends and 
his exceptional artistic dedication. I offer my 
deepest condolences to his mother and father, 
Leo and Eileen; to his brothers, Michael and 
Sean; to his sisters-in-law, Aimee and Robin; 
and to his many extended family members 
and friends. Mr. Penn’s gentle spirit and kind 
heart will live on forever within the hearts of 
his family and friends, and he will be remem-
bered always by his adoring audience. 
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RECOGNIZING LOCAL SOLDIERS 
FOR THEIR SERVICE TO THIS 
NATION 

HON. BRIAN HIGGINS 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, February 14, 2006 

Mr. HIGGINS. Mr. Speaker, I stand here 
today to express gratitude to a number of sol-
diers from Western New York who have re-
cently completed a tour of duty where they 
fought heroically on behalf of the United 
States of America. 

In particular, I would like to recognize SGT 
Benn, SSG Benson, SGT Carr, SFC Collins, 
MAJ Dukes, SSG Hendricks, SSG Jindra, 
SGT Kulesz, SSG LaBuda, SSG Lemay, SFC 
Liberatore, SFC Press, SSG Printup, SPC 
Santiago and SFC Schuler, just a few of our 
local heroes who selflessly put their lives on 
the line to protect and improve the lives of 
those in this country and others worldwide. 

These decorated men and women have 
demonstrated supreme courage and commit-
ment through their call to duty and fight for lib-
erty. Their valiant efforts are the reason why 
we continue to be the ‘‘land of the free and 
the home of the brave.’’ 

Mr. Speaker, on behalf of the residents of 
the 27th Congressional District and all Ameri-
cans I wish to extend my sincerest apprecia-
tion to these courageous and noble soldiers. 
Their service and sacrifices help protect the 
safety and freedoms that make this Nation 
great. 
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DR. MYRTIS POWELL HONORED AS 
A GREAT LIVING CINCINNATIAN 

HON. JEAN SCHMIDT 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, February 14, 2006 

Mrs. SCHMIDT. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor Myrtis Powell, Ph.D., an educator, civic 
leader and community activist, who will be for-
mally honored as a Great Living Cincinnatian 
on February 16 by the Greater Cincinnati 
Chamber of Commerce. 

The Chamber has bestowed this award on 
distinguished members of the community an-
nually since 1967. Recipients of this pres-
tigious award are chosen on the basis of pro-
fessional achievement; community service; 
leadership; compassion; and vision. Past hon-
orees have included Neil Armstrong, Dr. Albert 
Sabin and Charles Scripps. 

The eldest of 14 children, Dr. Powell was 
born in Evergreen, Alabama, where she 
earned her high school degree when she was 
just 16 years old. With a quest for knowledge 
and a passion for learning, Dr. Powell’s life 
has been defined by her distinguished career 
in education. 

Dr. Powell moved to Cincinnati in 1955 to 
live with her aunt. While working full time in 
various secretarial and clerical positions, she 
climbed the ladder of higher education by tak-
ing evening and part-time classes at the Uni-
versity of Cincinnati. In 1969, she earned a 
bachelor’s degree in Administrative Manage-
ment; in 1974, she received a master’s degree 
in Sociology; and in 1978, earned a doctorate 
in Sociology and Higher Education Administra-
tion. Dr. Powell also holds a certificate in Ex-
ecutive Management from the Harvard Busi-
ness School. 

Throughout her life, Dr. Powell has blazed a 
trail for women and African-Americans. She is 
the first African-American to be an associate 
dean at the University of Cincinnati; the first 
African-American to hold an upper manage-
ment position at Miami University, where dur-
ing her tenure she improved the student af-
fairs office and increased the minority commu-
nity on campus; and the first African-American 
to serve as a program officer at the Edna 
McConnell Clark Foundation in New York City. 

She recently retired from her post as Presi-
dent and CEO of the Cincinnati Youth Col-
laborative, an organization that provides youth 
employment, mentoring, and tutoring for those 
in need. 

Dr. Powell remains active in the community, 
and serves on the boards of Mayerson Acad-
emy, Bethesda Hospital Inc., Union Central 
Life, the Center for Holocaust and Humanity 
Education, Art Links, CET, and the Greater 
Cincinnati Foundation. She has received many 
honors, including designation as a Cincinnati 
Enquirer Woman of the Year, Talbot House 
Community Service Award, Glorying the Lion 
Awards from the Urban League, Miami’s 
Alumni Association A.K. Morris Award, the 
YWCA Career Achievement Award, the Bea-
con of Light Award from Lighthouse Youth 
Services, and the Joseph A. Hall Award from 
the United Way and Community Chest. 

Dr. Powell resides in the Cincinnati suburb 
of Amberly. Her late husband, Lavatus Powell 
Jr., was a vice president at Procter & Gamble 
and a community leader. She has one daugh-
ter, three stepchildren and five grandchildren. 

All of us in the Cincinnati area congratulate 
Dr. Myrtis Powell on being named a Great Liv-
ing Cincinnatian. 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. BILL SHUSTER 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, February 14, 2006 

Mr. SHUSTER. Mr. Speaker, On Wednes-
day, February 8, 2006 on the Motion to In-
struct Conferees regarding the Tax Relief Ex-
tension Reconciliation Act (H.R. 4297) I meant 
to vote ‘‘No’’ on the motion but inadvertently 
voted ‘‘Yes.’’ 
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CELEBRATING THE ANNIVERSARY 
OF THE ‘‘BLUE & GOLD’’ WITH 
CUB SCOUT PACK 890 

HON. BRIAN HIGGINS 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, February 14, 2006 

Mr. HIGGINS. Mr. Speaker, it is with great 
pleasure that I recognize the young men from 
Cub Scout Pack 890 from Woodlawn, New 
York as they celebrate the traditions and con-
tributions of the Boy Scouts of America on 
this, the 76th anniversary of Cub Scouting. 

Since 1910 Cub Scouts have embraced 
their motto ‘‘Do Your Best’’ and promoted the 
values of: citizenship, compassion, coopera-
tion, courage, faith, health, honesty, persever-
ance, positive attitude, resourcefulness, re-
spect, and responsibility among its member-
ship. 

Today we have more than 885,000 Cub 
Scouts across America, learning valuable life 
lessons through the scouting program, who 
will be the next generation of leaders. 

On Sunday, February 12, 2006 Pack 890 
will celebrate the Anniversary of Scouting with 
a ‘‘Blue & Gold’’ dinner; blue representing 
truth, spirituality, steadfast loyalty and the sky 
above and gold which stands for warm sun-
light, good cheer and happiness. 

Mr. Speaker, thank you for the opportunity 
to recognize Cub Scout Pack 890, whose 
members have learned at a very young age 
the importance of teamwork and giving back 
to one’s community. We should be proud 
knowing they are this Nation’s future. 

f 

HONORING THE COMMUNITY OF 
CHICAGO’S KOREA TOWN 

HON. RAHM EMANUEL 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, February 14, 2006 

Mr. EMANUEL. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
recognition of the achievements of the Korea 
Town area of Chicago’s 5th Congressional 
District. 

Chicago is home to many culturally and eth-
nically based communities, and Korea Town is 
one of the most thriving and influential areas 
in our city. Anchored on Lawrence Avenue, 
local businesses both serve and showcase the 
Korean community and its heritage. The resi-
dents of this neighborhood have played a 
large role in its recent revitalization, boosting 
civic pride as the neighborhood has flourished. 
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Korea Town is home to many Korean res-

taurants, merchants, and bars popular among 
both residents of and visitors to Chicago. The 
area also serves as the hub for Chicago’s 
communication among the Korean-American 
community, as it boasts Korean television and 
radio stations, newspaper and magazine 
headquarters, and other businesses that cater 
to the growing number of Koreans and Ko-
rean-Americans in Chicago. 

Recently, the Illinois Department of Trans-
portation put up a designation marker on Chi-
cago’s John F. Kennedy Expressway to show 
the way to Korea Town. This sign will lead 
visitors to a symbol of over 40 years of hard 
work of the Korean American community, as 
well as the many successes of immigrant 
communities in Chicago and across the coun-
try. 

Korea Town is one of the neighborhoods 
that make Chicago great, boasting some of 
the city’s wonderful opportunities for dining, 
shopping and family-friendly recreation. Last 
year, both the Chicago City Council and the Il-
linois General Assembly passed resolutions 
honoring the cultural heritage of Korea Town 
and the contributions of Chicago’s Korean 
community, and I am proud to represent 
Korea Town and many Korean-Americans in 
the U.S. House of Representatives. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask you to join me in rec-
ognition of the rich cultural heritage of Chi-
cago’s Korea Town, and honor the many con-
tributions of Chicago’s Korean-American com-
munity. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. LOIS CAPPS 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, February 14, 2006 

Mrs. CAPPS. Mr. Speaker, I was not able to 
be present for the following rollcall votes and 
would like the record to reflect that I would 
have voted as follows: 

Rollcall No. 5—‘‘yes.’’ 
Rollcall No. 6—‘‘yes.’’ 
Rollcall No. 7—‘‘yes.’’ 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. LYNN C. WOOLSEY 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, February 14, 2006 

Ms. WOOLSEY. Mr. Speaker, I was un-
avoidably detained and therefore unable to 
vote on rollcall votes 5, 6, and 7. Had I been 
present, I would have voted ‘‘aye’’ on rollcall 
vote 5, ‘‘aye’’ on rollcall vote 6 and ‘‘aye’’ on 
rollcall vote 7. 
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SERGEANT FIRST CLASS JOHN D. 
MORTON 

HON. BEN CHANDLER 
OF KENTUCKY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, February 14, 2006 

Mr. CHANDLER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to honor an American hero. SFC John D. Mor-

ton made the ultimate sacrifice when he gave 
his life in Afghanistan while supporting Oper-
ation Enduring Freedom. John was not only a 
courageous soldier, but a dearly loved father, 
brother, son and friend. It is with heartfelt sad-
ness and my deepest sympathies that I stand 
before you and pay homage to a true de-
fender of freedom. 

As a senior at Powell County High School, 
SFC John Morton felt the call of duty and en-
listed in the United States Army. His service to 
our country sent him all over the world—So-
malia, Haiti, Iraq and Afghanistan. He was as-
signed to the 74th Infantry Detachment (Long 
Range Surveillance), 173rd Airborne Brigade 
based in Vicenza, Italy. 

On December 15, 2005, John’s patrol was 
on a mission in the mountainous area around 
Kandahar, Afghanistan when they were con-
fronted by Taliban fighters. John suffered a 
fatal wound to the chest. On December 28, 
2005, SFC John Morton was laid to rest at Ar-
lington National Cemetery. 

John had a strong commitment to his coun-
try and to the uniform that he wore. He be-
lieved in his mission in Afghanistan and in the 
war in Iraq. Along with being an American sol-
dier, John was a beloved father and husband. 
It is with grief, sadness and humility that I 
thank John’s parents and two sisters. I also 
wish to thank John’s wife, Sarah, and his 
three children Joshua, Scarlette and Olivia for 
making the ultimate sacrifice. 

John’s death is a great loss to the state of 
Kentucky, to our country, but most of all, to 
the entire Morton family. I know in my heart 
that SFC John Morton will always be remem-
bered as an American hero. 

f 

PROTESTS AT MILITARY 
FUNERALS 

HON. LANE EVANS 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, February 14, 2006 

Mr. EVANS. Mr. Speaker, approximately 
138,000 troops are serving in Iraq and hun-
dreds of thousands more are stationed at 
bases all over the world. These men and 
women bravely volunteered to serve their 
country and fight to preserve the democratic 
ideals we as Americans hold dear. It is be-
cause of them and the sacrifices they make, 
I rise today to bring attention to a very serious 
issue. 

On a rainy November day in my district, a 
group of protesters gathered at the funeral of 
SGT Kyle Wehrly—the first resident of Gales-
burg, IL to die in Iraq. During the funeral, they 
shouted cruel, hateful words at the mourners. 
Upon hearing the protesters might show up at 
the funeral, a group of students from Knox 
College in Galesburg organized to silently 
stand in front of the protesters, raising their 
umbrellas to block the hateful words and plac-
ards from the family members and friends of 
Sergeant Wehrly. 

In response to the emotionally charged and 
widespread attention this incident and other 
similar protests brought to the State, Illinois 
Lieutenant Governor, Pat Quinn, proposed a 
new law preventing protests at funeral serv-

ices throughout the State. The Let Them Rest 
in Peace Act prohibits protests within a 300- 
foot zone around any funeral or memorial in Il-
linois from 30 minutes before a service until 
30 minutes after. ‘‘No grieving military family 
should be subjected to vile epithets and signs 
at the funeral service of their loved one who 
has made the ultimate sacrifice for our coun-
try,’’ Quinn said in a recent press release. 
‘‘This legislation strikes an important balance 
between the First Amendment religious rights 
of families to bury their dead with reverence 
and the expression rights of those seeking to 
harass mourners at a funeral service.’’ 

I wholeheartedly support free speech and 
the right of every American to exercise that 
right. I also strongly believe the rights of fami-
lies privately mourning the loss of loved ones 
are violated and the contributions of our fallen 
military heroes are belittled when funerals are 
targeted for picketing and other public dem-
onstrations. Picketing of funerals only cause 
emotional disturbance and distress to grieving 
families, which is why I support the Lieutenant 
Governor’s proposal. The Let Them Rest in 
Peace Act allows family members to peace-
fully mourn while preserving free speech. 
Under the Lieutenant Governor’s law, people 
can still protest, they just have to do it from 
300 feet away. 

I commend the students of Knox College for 
the decency they showed the family and 
friends of Sergeant Wehrly by peacefully and 
silently creating a barrier between them and 
the hateful, painful words of the protesters. I 
hope their actions help bring further attention 
to this issue so we can better honor our men 
and women in uniform, while continuing to up-
hold our treasured first amendment rights. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO A TRUE AMERICAN 
HERO, DURWARD LEE ‘‘SWEDE’’ 
REYMAN 

HON. MARILYN N. MUSGRAVE 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, February 14, 2006 

Mrs. MUSGRAVE. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to honor a true American hero, Durward Lee 
‘‘Swede’’ Reyman. Swede quit high school a 
week after the attack on Pearl Harbor in 1941, 
at the age of 18. He volunteered to join the 
Army Air Corps to protect and defend the 
country he dearly loves. 

After serving in various locations in the 
United States he was trained for Arctic Search 
and Rescue and was sent to serve 1 year in 
northern Quebec, Canada, where he was re-
sponsible for driving sled dogs. Upon returning 
to the States he volunteered for the para-
troops and was assigned to the Army Para-
chute Infantry. He completed jump training in 
February of 1945 in Fort Benning, GA. Swede 
was then sent to the Pacific as part of the 
11th Airborne, 188th Parachute Infantry Regi-
ment, 3rd Battalion where he made a combat 
jump on Luzon Island in the Philippines. 
Swede made a total of seven jumps during his 
time in the military. 

Following the drop of atomic bombs in 
Japan in 1945, Swede’s unit was the first to 
set foot in the country of Japan. They served 
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