
EXTENSIONS OF REMARKS 1779 February 14, 2006 
pilots on the Columbia River, who stand as 
their own class of heroes of the sea. 
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TRIBUTE TO REVEREND DR. C.W. 
NEWSOME 

HON. GEORGE MILLER 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, February 14, 2006 

Mr. GEORGE MILLER of California. Mr. 
Speaker, it was with overwhelming sadness 
that I learned of the passing of The Reverend 
Dr. C.W. Newsome last week. For more than 
40 years my friend and mentor Rev. Charles 
Newsome served as a moral compass for our 
community. For more than 40 years he was 
our spiritual rock and for more than 40 years 
he was our seeker of justice. There was no 
question in his mind or ours why God put him 
on this earth. Rev. Charles Newsome came to 
us to lead the way in the struggle for eco-
nomic and social justice and to heal the scars 
of racism on our country and our community. 
And he did. With strength and trust given to 
him by the people he served, he fought for the 
rights of all people to seek opportunity and to 
be free from bigotry. He understood that there 
was no other way for us to build a lasting inte-
grated and strong community. Year after year 
our friend led the efforts for better housing, 
schools, jobs, and health care for everyone. 
So very often he took his church, North Rich-
mond Missionary Baptist Church, and its 
members into the forefront of these battles. 
Rev. Newsome knew the strength of the 
church depended on its involvement with the 
daily needs of its members and our commu-
nity. Over these many years I have enjoyed 
our conversations, treasured his friendship, 
and highly valued his counsel on a wide vari-
ety of issues. 

Reverend Newsome was born on June 15, 
1924, in Brenham, Texas. Prior to his commit-
ment to the faith ministry, he served valiantly 
as a U.S. Marine, in the Segregated Corps, 
fighting against Nazi fascism in the European 
Theater of World War II. An injury forced him 
to leave the service and he eventually came to 
Richmond, continuing to support our country’s 
effort by working in the shipyards. His partici-
pation in shipbuilding and that of the countless 
African Americans who migrated west during 
the war, led Richmond to become one of the 
leading industrial hubs of the world. Today his 
legacy and that of all of the men and women 
who built our country’s warships has been me-
morialized as Rosie the Riveter National His-
toric Park. 

With an insatiable appetite for learning, Rev-
erend Newsome attended Contra Costa Col-
lege for his AA Degree, the University of Cali-
fornia Berkeley for his undergraduate work, 
Bishop College in Dallas to study theology, 
and received his Doctorate from Reeds Chris-
tian College—Western Theology Seminary in 
Los Angeles. Following the completion of his 
studies, he began his life’s work. Rev. 
Newsome’s ministry has included Organizing 
Pastor of Holy Jerusalem Missionary Baptist 
Church in Richmond, and heading the Com-
munity Baptist Church in Santa Rosa, Cali-
fornia. In 1966 he took on the pastoral duties 

at North Richmond Baptist Missionary Church. 
Building on his congregation’s stature in the 
community as the first ‘‘Negro Baptist Church 
of Contra Costa County’’, Rev. Newsome con-
tinued to break new ground in the name of so-
cial justice. He led laborers to fight for equality 
in the workplace and led families to fight for 
safety in our schools and on our streets. 

It was just two years ago that I came to this 
Well to mark Reverend Newsome’s retirement 
after 38 extraordinary years as Pastor of North 
Richmond Missionary Baptist Church. This 
congregation under his leadership has be-
come a beacon of hope in a community strug-
gling against issues of social and economic in-
justice. 

To Reverend Newsome’s wife, Alice, his 
daughters Patricia Cooper and Redonda 
Newsome, and his son, Reverend Charles 
Newsome, I extend my heartfelt condolences. 
Their loss is shared not only by those who 
knew Reverend Newsome but by all who have 
been touched by the work he has done. We 
will be forever grateful for his skill, strength 
and courage as he sought to make our com-
munity and our country a better place for all of 
us. We are so grateful to his family and his 
church for sharing him with us for so many 
years. We celebrate his life without sorrow be-
cause we know God has much need of him. 

‘‘What does the Lord require of us—to do 
justice, to love kindness and to walk humbly 
with thy God’’—Micah 6. 
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HONORING MEREDITH KIESEL 

HON. STEVE ISRAEL 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, February 14, 2006 

Mr. ISRAEL. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor the accomplishment of Meredith Kiesel, 
a 7th grader from Northport, NY, who won first 
place in the World Hunger Essay Contest. Ms. 
Kiesel understands our country’s need for a 
plan to eliminate hunger and food insecurity. 

SHOULD FOOD BE A BASIC HUMAN RIGHT? 
(By Meredith Kiesel) 

I think that food should be a basic human 
right. In our society we have human rights. 
Some of these rights include freedom of 
speech, education, the right to vote, to think 
freely, and to practice and believe in any re-
ligion. These rights make our country great 
and strong. Food is used to give us energy, 
and to keep us focused on what we are doing. 
When a person misses a meal they become 
very tired and hungry. 

Every person who has food can contribute 
to local food pantries and to food drives. If 
every person contributed, many people would 
have food. If a local grocery store donated 
extra food to a food drive or a shelter it 
would help people who cannot afford food. 
People who cannot get a job suffer because 
they do not have money to buy food. If food 
was a human right these people could get 
food to support themselves and their fami-
lies. 

Many people who cannot afford food do not 
have enough energy to do ordinary things. 
Kids who do not have enough food in their 
bodies cannot study and learn and cannot do 
sports or activities that are in their school. 
They cannot do it because they do not have 
enough energy. Even with eight hours they 

will not have the energy without food. If 
food was a human right they could go out for 
sports teams or play in their local neighbor-
hood parks and study and become successful. 

Food is very important for our bodies and 
minds. It helps us to think and do regular ac-
tivities. Without proper nutrients our bodies 
cannot function properly. These are very im-
portant reasons as to why food is very im-
portant. The whole world should have food as 
a basic human right. It would help make the 
world a happier and healthier place to live. 
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HONORING FARRAGUT HIGH 
SCHOOL FOOTBALL COACH EDDIE 
COURTNEY UPON RECEIVING 
THE INAUGURAL COURTNEY 
COURAGE AWARD 

HON. JOHN J. DUNCAN, JR. 
OF TENNESSEE 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, February 14, 2006 

Mr. DUNCAN. Mr. Speaker, on January 
18th of this year, Farragut High School Head 
Football Coach Eddie Courtney was named 
the first recipient of the Eddie Courtney Cour-
age Award named in his honor. 

This ceremony took place at the end of a 
grueling and testing season for Coach Court-
ney and his Admiral football team. Coach 
Courtney was diagnosed with Hodgkin’s dis-
ease last spring and despite months of radi-
ation and chemotherapy, he guided the Admi-
rals to the Class 5A quarterfinals and an 11– 
3 record. Throughout his intensive treatment, 
he never missed a team function, including 
summer conditioning workouts, cutting the 
grass and lining the field before games and 
scrimmages. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask the readers of the CON-
GRESSIONAL RECORD and my fellow colleagues 
to join me in honoring the courage, strength 
and leadership of Farragut High School Head 
Football Coach Eddie Courtney. I also include 
the following news article printed in the Knox-
ville News-Sentinel. 
[From the Knoxville News-Sentinel, Jan. 19, 

2006] 
COURTNEY AWARD STANDS FOR COURAGE 

(By Drew Edwards) 
Farragut High School football coach Eddie 

Courtney was named the first recipient and 
namesake of the Courage Award at the 
PrepXtra football awards banquet Wednes-
day night in the Wolf Kaplan Center inside 
Neyland Stadium. 

Courtney was diagnosed with Hodgkin’s 
disease last spring and guided the Admirals 
to the Class 5A quarterfinals and an 11–3 
record. Throughout months of radiation and 
chemotherapy, the 52-year-old coach never 
missed a team function, including summer 
conditioning workouts. 

He continued to perform his other duties, 
including cutting the grass and lining the 
field. 

‘‘It started with (my faith) and having 
great friends,’’ Courtney said. ‘‘And I’m here 
because of the game of football. As a player, 
it was always just suck-it-up and go.’’ 

Farragut linebacker Nick Reveiz said 
Courtney’s attitude rubbed off on the team. 

‘‘He’s a man, and that’s the true definition 
of a man,’’ Reveiz told the News Sentinel in 
November. ‘‘He takes what life gives him. He 
doesn’t whine about anything. That’s one 
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