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person that no matter what comes his way, 
no matter how unfair it is, no matter what 
happens, he’s not going to complain about 
anything. He’s going to take what’s given 
and make the best out of it.’’ 

Courtney finished his radiation treatments 
last month and will visit doctors once every 
two months for the next year. 

The Eddie Courtney Courage Award will be 
given each year to a player, coach or con-
tributor to local high school football who 
has shown the spirit to face fear or danger 
with confidence, resolution and dignity. 
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HONORING JOAN CARR ON 
RECEIVING THE ATHENA AWARD 

HON. THADDEUS G. McCOTTER 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, February 14, 2006 

Mr. MCCOTTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to acknowledge and honor Joan Carr, who is 
the recipient of the ATHENA award, which 
honors outstanding women for their leader-
ship. 

Since her retirement from the nursing pro-
fession, Joan has selflessly served as a volun-
teer for WWCSD Health & Welfare Advisory 
for the Wayne Westland School District Family 
Resource Center. She has led numerous com-
munity projects, including the Red Wagon Lit-
eracy Project, Kindergarten Backpack Project 
and Literacy Family Fun Night. Dedicated to 
her community, she has tirelessly worked to 
identify the needs of families within the Wayne 
Westland School District, and is considered a 
mentor and role model to women in her com-
munity. 

Mr. Speaker, Joan Carr has forged a legacy 
of commitment and dedication to helping fami-
lies in the Cities of Wayne and Westland. I 
ask my colleagues to join me today in hon-
oring Joan, and I congratulate her upon re-
ceiving this honor. 
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HONORING THE WOODVILLE 
FIGHTING EAGLES 2A BASEBALL 
TEXAS STATE CHAMPIONS 

HON. KEVIN BRADY 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, February 14, 2006 

Mr. BRADY of Texas. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to honor the Woodville High School 
Fighting Eagles on their 2005 2A Texas State 
Baseball Championship. Woodville, Texas, is 
a wonderful community in Tyler County and a 
proud part of the Eighth Congressional Dis-
trict. For any community in America a state 
championship is quite an accomplishment and 
one worth honoring. 

While the young men and their coaches 
worked their way through each level of com-
petition, everyone in the community rallied be-
hind the team driving all over the state to 
cheer them on to a State Championship vic-
tory. 

Team starting pitcher Casey Beck was 
named most valuable player at the State 
Championship Game. The team clinched the 
championship with a victory over Holliday High 

School located near Wichita Falls, Texas, by a 
score of 2 to 1. In a story that belongs in a cli-
matic Hollywood sports movie, Beck, after 
throwing 134 pitches in his team’s semifinal 
victory the day before was called in as a relief 
pitcher in the last two innings of the champion-
ship game. 

The Austin American Statesman quoted 
Beck as saying ‘‘My arm was really weak. 
When I was warming up between innings, I 
had nothing. Coach came over and asked me 
if I had one inning left, and I told them I’d give 
it my all. Then that became two innings.’’ 

Mr. Speaker, there is something else that 
makes the people of Tyler County and the City 
of Woodville stand out. These families and 
businesses first opened their homes to Hurri-
cane Katrina victims, then to Rita evacuees 
from other areas of the state. Following their 
awesome display of compassion and gen-
erosity, Hurricane Rita with 150 mph winds, 
unexpectedly made Woodville a direct target. 

In light of the recent Gulf Coast hurricane 
season, and specifically Hurricane Rita that 
devastated Tyler County and its surrounding 
communities, the team’s victory has helped 
keep this tight knit community even stronger. 

Casey Beck’s performance in the champion-
ship game represents the attitude and ‘‘get it 
done’’ spirit of the people of Tyler County. Re-
gardless of how tired they are they are going 
to give it one or two more innings down the 
stretch, face down one hurricane and then an-
other. 

The team was coached on to victory by 
Head Coach Neil Hennigan and Varsity Assist-
ant Coaches Joe Wilroy, Beau Burnett and 
Reggie Williams. The members of the cham-
pionship team included: Casey Beck, Braeden 
Riley, Reese Winters, Jordan O’Neal, Zack 
Rigby, Daniel Spivey, Jess Conner, Trevor 
Rainey, Aaron Hicks, Evan Fortenberry, Logan 
Alec, Justin Kirkpatrick, Allen Mitchum, Jacoby 
Williams, Josh Kirkpatrick, Chad Prince, Joel 
Gentz, Brian MacGinnis, Paul Price, Cullen 
Williams, and Jack Hickman. 

These young men and their coaches have 
together accomplished so much and made a 
community and region so proud. Mr. Speaker, 
I hope the House of Representatives will join 
me in honoring the Fighting Eagles and the 
community they represent. 
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INTRODUCTION OF THE GIFT OF 
LIFE CONGRESSIONAL MEDAL 
ACT OF 2006 

HON. FORTNEY PETE STARK 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, February 14, 2006 

Mr. STARK. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to in-
troduce the ‘‘Gift of Life Congressional Medal 
Act of 2006.’’ This legislation creates a Con-
gressional commemorative medal for organ 
donors and their families, recognizing the 
brave and selfless act of organ donation. I 
want to thank Senator FRIST, a heart and lung 
transplant surgeon himself, for introducing 
companion legislation in the Senate. 

There is a serious shortage of available and 
suitable organs for donation. Over 90,000 peo-
ple are currently waiting for an organ trans-

plant; over 2,200 of these are children under 
age 18. Over 30,000 new patients are added 
to the waiting list each year. Because of low 
donor rates, in 2004 alone over 6,150 people 
died for lack of a suitable organ. An estimated 
12,000 people die each year that meet the cri-
teria for organ donation. Less than half actu-
ally become organ donors. Recognition of 
these gifts of life would publicize the critical 
need to increase organ donation. 

Physicians can now successfully transplant 
kidneys, lungs, pancreases, intestine, livers, 
and hearts with considerable success. But, 
without expanded efforts to increase organ do-
nation, the supply of suitable organs will con-
tinue to lag behind the need. Incentive pro-
grams and public education are critical to 
maintaining and increasing the number of or-
gans donated each year. 

Health and Human Services, HHS, has al-
ready implemented initiatives to raise the pub-
lic awareness of this vital act of giving life. The 
Gift of Life Congressional Medal Act is a great 
opportunity for us to work with HHS to draw 
attention to this life-saving issue. It sends a 
clear message that donating one’s organs is 
an act that should receive the profound re-
spect of our Nation. 

The Gift of Life Congressional Medal Act es-
tablishes a nonprofit fund to be used to de-
sign, produce, and distribute a Congressional 
commemorative medal to organ donors or to a 
surviving family member. Enactment of this 
legislation would have no cost to the Federal 
Government. The Treasury Department would 
provide a small initial loan for start-up pur-
poses, which would be fully repaid. Subse-
quently, the program would be self-sufficient 
through charitable donations. 

This is non-controversial, non-partisan legis-
lation to increase the rate of organ donation. 
I ask my colleagues to help bring an end to 
transplant waiting lists and recognize the enor-
mous faith and courage displayed by organ 
donors and their families. This bill honors 
these brave acts, while publicizing the critical 
need for increased organ donation. I urge swift 
passage of the Gift of Life Congressional 
Medal Act. 
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COMMEMORATION OF THE VISIT 
OF THE BLACKWATER COMMU-
NITY SCHOOL DELEGATION TO 
WASHINGTON, DC, FEBRUARY 14, 
2006 

HON. RAÚL M. GRIJALVA 
OF ARIZONA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, February 14, 2006 

Mr. GRIJALVA. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize a delegation from my district visiting 
our Nation’s Capital. This delegation rep-
resents the Blackwater Community School on 
the Gila River Indian Reservation, who belong 
to the Akimel O’Otham. 

I would like to acknowledge Henry Pino, 
president of the Blackwater Community School 
Board; board member Francisco Osife; board 
secretary Peggy Winchester; and the super-
intendent and principal of the school, Jac-
quelyn Power. Through the talent and commit-
ment of these individuals, the students of 
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